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PEEFACE. 



In preparing this narrative I have met with great and un- 
expected difficnlties fi'om the incomplete condition of the 
files of the War Department in the matter of the official 
reports of Corps, Division, and Brigade commanders. So 
many officers of high command were killed and wounded 
during the campaign, the movements by day and night, 
the battles, actions, and close contact with the enemy were 
so unceasing, that there was but little time for the prepara- 
tion of reports, and to this day many of them, if prepared, 
have not been received at the War Department. The de- 
spatches become therefore the more important, but the files 
of these are not complete. 

All the Beports, Betums, orders, despatches, and papers 
of every kind in the War Department, including the Con- 
federate Archives, have been placed at my disposal by 
authority of the Secretary of War, and I am under many 
obligations to General Drum, Adjutant-General, and Col- 
onel B. N. Scott, in charge of the preparation of the ** Offi- 
cial Becords of the Union and Confederate Armies" for 
publication. 

Major-General Hancock has furnished me with a complete 
printed set of the reports made by him during the war. 

I am indebted to Colonel George Meade for placing in my 
hands the retained copies of all General Meade's despatches 
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sent and received daring the campaign. I have also had 
my own papers covering the same period. 

I am also indebted to Major-General de Peyster for the 
valuable information contained in his elaborate work, ** La 
Royale," published at his own expense for private circula- 
tion, and for the aid I have derived from his correspondence 
with Confederate officers. 

I am also under obligations to General Fitz Lee and Gen- 
eral E. P. Alexander for valuable information, and to the 
Rev. J. William Jones, D.D., Secretary of the Southern 
Historical Society, for a full set of the publications of that 
Society from January, 1876, to the present day, and for 
other information. 

The Military Historical Society of Massachusetts placed 
all its papers in my hands. 

Colonel John P. Nicholson, of Philadelphia, oflfered the 
volumes of his valuable Military Library for my use. 

From the gentlemen having charge of the several sub- 
offices of the Adjutant-General's Department — Messrs. 
Joseph W. Kirkley, Henry EUerbrook^ Thomas C. Bourne, 
A. P. Tasker, F. Jones, and Henry E. Scott — I have had 
constant aid. 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, Librarian of the War Department, has 
sent me all the volumes of the Library treating of the War. 
Lideed, wherever I have asked for assistance in any shape it 
has been given me in the most obHging manner. 

To Mr. William J. Warren, Chief Clerk of the Engineer 
Department, I am under very great obligations for untiring 
assistance throughout ^e whole time of the preparation of 
this narrative. ThrougK him, also, I have had the use of 
the Journal of Colonel Roebling, of General Warren's staff. 

A. A. HUMPHHEYS. 
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so unceasing, that there was but little time for the prepara- 
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authority of the Secretary of War, and I am under many 
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tion, and for the aid I have derived from his correspondence 
with Confederate officers. 

I am also under obligations to General Fitz Lee and Gren- 
eral E. P. Alexander for valuable information, and to the 
Rev. J. William Jones, D.D., Secretary of the Southern 
Historical Society, for a full set of the publications of that 
Society from January, 1876, to the present day, and for 
other information. 

The Military Historical Society of Massachusetts placed 
all its papers in my hands. 

Colonel John P. Nicholson, of Philadelphia, offered the 
volumes of his valuable Military Library for my use. 

From the gentlemen having charge of the several sub- 
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A. P. Tasker, F. Jones, and Henry E. Scott — I have had 
constant aid. 

Mr. Fitz Gerald, Librarian of the War Department, has 
sent me all the volumes of the Library treating of the War. 
Indeed, wherever I have asked for assistance in any shape it 
has been given me in the most obliging manner. 

To Mr. William J. Warren, Chief Clerk of the Engineer 
Department, I am under very great obligations for untiring 
assistance throughout Uie whole time of the preparation of 
this narrative. Through him, also, I have had the use of 
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CHAPTER L 

THE POSITION OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC AND 
OF THE ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA IN THE 
SPRING OF 1864--THE REORGANIZATION OF THE 
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC— GENERAL PLAN OF OP- 
ERATIONS FOR THE CAMPAIGN— THE MOVEMENT 
BY THE LEFT FLANK DECIDED ON— THE COMPO- 
SITION AND NUMBERS OF THE TWO ARMIES. 

• 
In the Spring of 1864 the Army of the Potomac lay be- 
tween the Bapidan and the Bappahannock. The infantry 
was posted chiefly in the vicinity of Oulpeper Court House 
covering the roads leading from Lee's position, the First and 
Third Corps about two miles in advance of the Court House, 
the Second Corps near Stevensburg, the Sixth Corps near 
Welford's Ford, on Hazel River, and the Fifth Corps guard- 
ing the railroad from the Bappahannock Biver back to Bris- 
toe Station, near Manassas Junction. The Ninth Corps, under 
General Bumside, began to relieve the Fifth Corps from 
this duty on April 25th, and between the 1st and 3d of May 
encamped along the railroad from Manassas Junction to 
Bappahannock Station. 

The main body of the cavalry of the Army of the Poto- 
mac was about two miles in front of the First Corps, the 
other part of it near Stevensburg. A chain of infantry 
XII.— 1 
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pickets, well in advance, encircled the whole army ; cavalry 
pickets extended outside of these to give early notice of any 
serious movement of the enemy. The Bapidan was care- 
fully watched, especially at the fords and at the railroad 
bridge. 

The Army of Northern Virginia lay along its intrench- 
ments on the Bapidan, from Bamett's Ford, about five miles 
above the railroad crossing of that river, down to the vicin- 
ity of Morton's Ford, a distance of eighteen or twenty miles. 
Ewell*s corps held the lower half of these intrenchments. 
Hill's the upper half. A few brigades guarded the river, 
thiB main force being concentrated in the rear ready to ad- 
vance to the river or to either flank. The fords below and 
above the intrenchments were watched by small detach- 
ments of cavalry, the main force of which lay along the 
Bappahannock below Fredericksburg, where, in a country 
scarcely touched by the war, forage was comparatively 
abundant. Having an intrenched front on the banks of a 
river, his left partly withdrawn, and the Wilderness on his 
right flank not far from his return intrenchment on Mine 
Bun, Lee could not use cavalry on his front, and did not 
need them on his right except in small parties to watch the 
crossings of the river and the main roads. 

The return intrenchment on Lee's right, beginning near 
Morton's Ford, extended up Mine Bun to its source near 
Antioch Meeting House, south of the plank road running 
from Orange Court House to Fredericksburg. General 
Lee's headquarters were at Orange Court House, about 
seventy miles from Bichmond. 

General Longstreet with two of the divisions of his Corps 
returned to the Army of Northern Virginia in the last part 
of April, and was held in the vicinity of GordonsviUe, a po- 
sition from which he could better meet an advance of the 
i^rmy of the Potomac by its right flank than by its left. It 
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known to General Meade that General Longstreet had 
retnraed. bnt it was reportetl and believed that hia three di- 
yiaions were with him, Pickett's, Field's, and Kershaw's. 

On March 4th General Meade recommended to the Secre- 
tary of War to consolidate the Ave infantry corps of the 
Army of the Potomac and fonn three col-ps of them. This 
consolidation was effected by orders from the War Depart- 
ment dated March 23d, the Second, Fifth, and Sixth Corps 
being retained, and the divisions of the Firat and Third 
Corps transferred to the three retained corps, thoQgli pre- 
ig their corps and division badges and distinctive 
ThLs re -organization required brigades and divi- 
all the ftve corps to be consolidated.' 

The reason given for this reorganization was the rednced 
'Strength of nearly all the infantiy regiments composing the 
umy ; but it caused some dissatisfaction with both officers 
wid enlisted men, owing to the s^iirit of rivalry between the 
several corps, the divisions of a corps, and the brigades of a 
division. The history and associutioits of these organiza- 
tions were different, and when they were merged in other 
organizations their identity was lost and their pride and 
wpriS de corps wounded. 

At the opening of the campaign of 186i, in the firat week 
of May, the three infantry corps amounted to 73,390 officers 
and enlisted men, giving an average strength of nearly 25,000 
to each. In a country so heavily wooded as that in which 
the operations were to be conducted, five infantry cor|>s 
of about 15,000 each would have been a more judicious 
organization, owing to the difficulty of communication be- 
tween the cor3}s commander and the subordinate command- 
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ers in a battle in snch a cotmtiy, and the consequent diffi- 
culty of prompt and efficient control of extensive lines of 
battle, especially at critical moments, or when unforeseen 
exigencies occurred. The nature of the appointment of a 
corps commander, emanating as it did from the President, 
conferred a much wider discretion on him than that author- 
ized in a division commander, and that discretion was some- 
times needed in the division commanders of corps 25,000 
strong. 

A marked case exemplifying this difficulty will be found 
in the second day's fighting on the left in the Wilderness. 
General Hancock's lines were so extended, and his troops on 
the right were so separated from those on the left, owing to 
the difference in the character of the tasks allotted to each, 
that on the second day he assigned General Bimey to the 
command of his right wing, and General Gibbon to the com- 
mand of his left wing, in which commands these officers 
needed the authority and discretion of corps commanders. 
The difficulties were greatly increased when, further on in 
the day. General Hancock had, besides his own corps and 
Getty's division of the Sixth Corps, two divisions of the 
Fifth Corps and one division of the Ninth Corps — divisions 
to which General Bimey was a strainer, and the character 
of whose officers he was unacquainted with. It is well known 
that the personal character of a general officer in moments of 
difficulty has a x>owerful influence upon the result. 

These criticisms are made in order to a full understanding 
of the difficulties of the campaign. 

By an act approved on the 29th of February, 1864, Congress 
revived the grade of Lieutenant-General in the army, and 
authorized the President, during his pleasure, to assign the 
officer of that grade to the command of the armies of the 
United States. 

On the 9th of March following. General Grant received 
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i LieiitenantrGeDeral, and was assigned to 
the command of the armies. 

On the 10th, he visited the Army of the Potomac, the 
headquarters of which was near Brandy Station, on the 
Orange and Alex.andria Bailioad, about seventy miles from 
WaHhington, and announced to General Meade his intention 
of making his headquarters with that army. The I'eaaona 
for this determination mentioned by Badeau in his " Military 
History of General Grant" (which are supposed to be those 
of General Grant himself), were, " the tranBcendont import- 
ance of the isBuos in Virginia upon which the fate of both 
the national and the rebel capital depended," and the 
foot that the force opposed to the Army of the Potomac 
(the Army of Northern Virginia) " was the strongest, the 
beat led, and the best appointed " army in the Oonfederate 
semoe. 

Another consideration was, that " the political and per- 
sonal influenceB of variona sorts and of various individiials 
which centred at Waahington had thwarted some generala, 
and interfered with all who had commanded the Army of the 
Potomac since the beginning of the war. It was General 
Grant's duty himself to encounter these difficulties, and to 
withstand, if he could not prevent, political interference ; to 
remain where he could control all the movements of all the 
armies, absolutely and independently. ... If he re- 
mained at the East this was secured, but with the Goneral- 
Jn-Chief a thousand miles away, the Government might be 
unable to resist entreaties or threats of interested or aniioiiH 
outsiders, and the best concerted schemes might come to 
naught. . . . Unless he was near the capital, he could 
not control all the operations of all the armies without in- 
termptioB, and could not carry out the plan that he believed 

I the only one by which the rebellion could be overthrown. 

I 3a Washington General Gi'ant would not stay in time of 
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war ; he must then direct, in person, the campaigns of that 
renowned Army of the Potomac." 

But General Grant says, in his report of July 22, 1865, 
upon the operations of the armies of the United States from 
the date of his appointment as Lientenant-Creneral to the 
close of the war, << I may here state that commanding all the 
armies as I did, I tried, as far as possible, to leave General 
Meade in independent command of the Army of the Poto- 
mac. My instructions for that army were all through him, 
and were general in their nature, leaving all the details and 
the execution to him." 

On the 9th of April, General Meade was instructed that 
Lee's army would be his objective; that General Butler 
with the Army of the James would move against Richmond 
by the south bank of James Biver, on the same day that the 
Army of the Potomac moved against Lee, and that if Lee 
fell back upon Bichmond, the two armies would form a 
junction on James Biver, preferably above the city. In the 
event of Lee's falling back toward Bichmond all the lines 
of supply to that city were to be destroyed as the Army of 
the Potomac advanced, and if the junction of the two ar- 
mies took place below the city, the destruction of the lines 
of supply south of the James would be effected by them. 

In co-operation with the movement upon Lee and upon 
Bichmond, General Sigel (succeeded by General Hunter) 
was directed to move the force under his command in two 
columns, one under General Crook from the Great Kanawha 
through Lewisburg to the East Tennessee and Virginia 
Bailroad, and down that railroad (** doing all the damage 
possible ") and unite with the other column, which was to 
move up the Shenandoah Valley to Staunton, and, if practi- 
cable, to Lynchburg, by way of Lexington or Charlottes- 
ville, and then join the Army of the Potomac by way of Gor- 
donsville, destroying, as far as practicable, railrof^ds that 
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could be used as lines of aapjily to the enemy, and also tlio 
James Biver and Eanawha Caiial. 

Apart from being the Confederate capital, Richmond was 
one of the most important military positiona in the Southern 
Statea. It is at the head of tide-water of James Biver and 
ot navigation for sea-going steamers of the smaller class, 
bttt tor over thirty miles below the city the river is so nar- 
row as to be readily defended. It is connected by railroads 
and by the James Biver and Kanawha Canal with the most 
fertile and productive parts of Virginia north of the James, 
and witii East Tennessee. South of the James it is con- 
nected by railroads with all the seaports of the South 
Atlantic and Quif States as far west as the State of Mis- 
sissippi, and with all the interior towns and productive 
districts of those states. Those seaports our blockading 
squadrons did not succeed in closing against enterprising 
blockade-runners. It had iron works, workshops, and manu- 
factories in which the materiel of war was prepared. 

Its proximity to Washington aud the Middle States added 
to its importance, and being the Confedei'ate capital still 
farther inereased it, though this last consideration was not 
so important as it had been earlier in the war, when it was 
still doubtful what encouragement or assistance Great Brit- 
ain and Prance might afford the Confederate States. The 
attitude of Great Britain toward Mexico, late in the Spring 
of 1862, made it evident that she would not take any active 
part with them, but the invasion of Mexico by French troops 
rendered it quite probable that the Emperor Louis Napo- 
leon might do so. 

The question has been asked why the Army of the Poto- 
mac was not withdrawn from the Eapidan in the Spring of 
186i, and moved by water to the near vicinity of Richmond, 
where, by taking possession of the lines of supply of that 
greftt miiitaty depot, the force defending it would be obliged 
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to assume the ofEensiye and attack the enveloping army in 
ifcs intrenchments. But it is not to be supposed that Lee 
would have withdrawn to and remained within the care- 
fully prepared fortifications enclosing Bichmond while this 
transfer was being made, but that, judging from his opera- 
tions after Gettysburg, and up to the Winter of 1863-64, he 
would have advanced beyond the city so far that a com- 
pletely enveloping line by the Army of the Potomac at that 
distance from the city would not have been practicable 
and that by his intrenching and continuing to extend and 
intrench, the Army of the Potomac would have been forced 
to attack constantly in order to gain possession of those 
lines of supply at a suitable distance from Bichmond, and 
while extending its enveloping lines would have been sub- 
ject to attack on the extending flank under unfavorable cir- 
cumstances. 

But suppose the city captured while the Army of Northern 
Virginia remained strong enough to keep the field and con- 
tinue the contest with the Army of the Potomac ; it would 
then probably have moved westward toward Lynchburg, or 
south of west to some similar point, as, for instance, Dan- 
ville, covering railroads that would have formed its lines of 
supply. The Army of the Potomac must then have followed, 
rebuilding railroads and guarding them afterward (which in 
moving from the Bapidan to Bichmond it did not do), and 
have fought battles corresponding to those it fought on the 
route to Bichmond, but under less favorable circumstances 
as to the maintenance of its supplies. The face of the 
country west of Bichmond is, however, better adapted to 
the handling of troops than that of the region near tidal 
waters, though that would not have rendered the conflicts 
less bloody. 

A direct movement against Lee in the field so distant 
from Bichmond as the Bapidan, would give opportunities of 
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flanking operations by the wliole army, and a freer handling 
of it than the one just referred to, and therefore with more 
opportunities of sucuess in deatrojing the power of the Annj 
of Northern Virginia. Until the James Eiver was crossed 
this movement would cover Washington better than the 

But move as we might, long-continued, hard fighting 
under great difficulties was before us, and whatever might 
be the line of operations adopted, the succesaful execution 
of the task of the Army of the Potomac could only be ac;- 
complished by the vigorous and untiring efforts of aU be- 
longing to that army, and by suffering heavy losses in killed 
and wounded, and that the whole army well understood. 

On the 15th of April, General Benhum, ot the Engineers, 
was instructed confidentially to have prepared by the end of 
April, in such manner as not to attract attention, water 
transportation for the pontoon bridge materiel for crossing 
James Kiver, and General Hunt, Chief of Artillery, was 
ordered to have siege guns and siege materiel ready at 
Washington for transportation at that time. 

Xiee's army being the objective, the first question was, by 
which flank should the Army of the Potomac move. 

To more by our right flank would take us through a more 
open and cultivated conntry than that we should find in 
moving by onr left ; but then we would be obliged to detach 
a strong force to protect the Alexandria Railroad, and onr 
depot on it, and when the fifteen days' supplies of the wagon 
train were exhausted, the protecting force most be in- 
creased, for the wagon train and for the additional length 
of railroad we liad acquired ; or, if the railroad were aban- 
doned, a strong covering force would be required for the 
wagon train moving to and from navigable waters. The 
proper care ot the wounded, ot which we expected to have 
a large number on hand in a tew days, would be greatly 
1* 
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facilitated by the easy access to water transportation that a 
movement by the left would afford. To clear the left of the 
enemy's intrenchments on the Bapidan at Bamett's Ford, we 
mast cross that river above that point, and advance by the 
roads from Madison Court House and from Stannardsville 
to Orange Court House and to Gordonsville, passing over 
Southwest Mountain, near to which are Orange Court House 
and Gordonsville. The distance we should be obliged to 
traverse before reaching Southwest Mountain, more than 
forty miles, fully exposed to the view of the enemy, would 
give him ample time to take up and intrench a position 
covering the roads through Southwest Mountain by which 
we must advance ; and equal difficulties would be encoun- 
tered should we move still further to his left. 

In moving by our left flank we should abandon our line of 
supply by the Alexandria Bailroad, and at once open short 
routes of communication from our protected flank, the left, 
to navigable waters connected with Washington and other 
depdts of supply. No protecting force would be necessary 
to cover these short land routes. 

The objection to moving by our left consisted in the char- 
acter of the country south of the Bapidan, through which 
we must pass for the distance of ten or fifteen miles after 
crossing the river, and in which we might be obliged to 
fight the first battle. The Army of the Potomac was well 
acquainted with the chief roads passing through that region, 
known as the Wilderness, but there were besides these chief 
roads numerous wood-roads, connecting the farms, mines, 
etc., and intersecting the main roads^ The farms were few 
in number, the greater part of the country being covered 
with a forest, usually of dense growth, and over a large part 
of its extent there was, besides, an almost impenetrable 
undergrowth, which it was very difficult for even small 
bodies of men to move in. To handle large bodies of troops 



I 
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In battle in such a field was exceedingly difficult. Except 
nlong the main roada and in the opeii grotmd of the farms, 
»rtiliery woald be of little use. But that was not the only 
disadvantage ; for an enemy remaining on the detensiTB 
awaiting attack where this undergrowth existed, would be 
nnBees, while the ti'oops advancing to attack vould make 
their presence known, and thus the tangled growth would 
Berve in some measure as an intrenchment, at leaat for the 
first and most destructive fire. In the region about Chan- 
oellorsville the country was more open and the woods less 
dense. There was some reason to believe, however, from 
our esperience in the movement against Lee in the preced- 
ing November, that by setting tlie whole army in motion at 
midnight, with its reserve artillery and great trains of over 
four thousand wagons, it might move ho far beyond the Rap- 
idnn the flist day that it would be able to pass out of tLa 
Wilderness and turn, or partly turn, the right flank of Lee 
before a general engagement took plac«. There was no 
question of the practicability of the troops, with their fight- 
ing trains, accomplishing this, as they were qnite equal to; 
and ready for, a continuous march of thirty miles or more 
in twenty-four hours, by which they would have got sub- 
stantially clear of the Wilderness ; they had often before 
made such maiches when called on to do 8o ; but the qnes- 
tion was as to the practicability of moving the great trains 
of the army that distance simultaneously with the troops, 
BO aa to keep them under cover of the army. 

It was well known that daylight would divulge our move- 
ment to Lee's signal officers on Clark's Mountain, and at 
other points along his lines, and it was believed that he 
would at once move by the Orange and Fredericksburg pike 
and plank roads to oppose ua. 

Superiority in numbers on such a field would be of less 
^Talae than on any other. Besides, with snob intelligent 
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material as the larger part of both armies was composed of/ 
the greater familiarity of the Southern men with the dense 
forests and wooded swamps of the Sonth would give them 
an advantage in an encounter in the Wilderness tending to 
neutralize the disparity of numbers. When lines of battle 
are broken on such a field, and the troops fall back in dis- 
order, the successful side is thrown into almost equal dis- 
order in attempting to advance quickly, and both sides are 
obliged to re-form. 

In the previous November our movement, begun in the 
morning, had been observed as soon as the iog rose, but 
Swell's corps only succeeded in reaching Locust Grove 
(Bobertson's tavern) on the pike by half past ten o'clock on 
the morning of the second day, and Hill's corps the corre- 
sponding point on the plank road, New Hope Church, at four 
o'clock in the afternoon of the second day. Bobertson's 
tavern is about five miles west of the old Wilderness tavern. 
New Hope Church six miles west of the intersection of the 
Brock road with the plank road, and three miles west of 
Parker's store. 

The movement by the left flank was adopted, and I was re- 
quested by General Meade to prepare a project for it. Two 
were sketched out by me, the one turning Lee's right by the 
Catharpin and Pamunkey roads in comparatively open coun- 
try, the other by roads having about the same general direc- 
tion as the Pamunkey, but from five to eight miles eastward 
of it, passing two to four miles west of Spottsylvania Court 
House. The two projects were coincident for the first day 
and for a part of the second, and both were subject to 
material modification or entire abandonment on the second 
day, dependent upon the movements of Lee. 

The first project was adopted, and the order of move- 
ment was prepared by me in conformity to it. The order 
for oontinuing the movement on the 5th of May, issued on 
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the evening of the 4th, alao conformed to it, but owing to 
iudicatious of the enemy's movement on the 4tb, the order 
of march was partial only, and held in view the probabilitj 
of a general engagement on that daj. 

Upon the reorganization of the army, Major-Oeneral Han- 
cock, who had been absent, owing to wounds received at 
Oettjaburg, resumed command of the Second Corps ; Major- 
General WarrGii was appointed to the command of the Fifth 
Corps ; Major-General Sedgwick retained command of the 
Sixth Corps, and Majoi-Oeneral Sheridan was appointed to 
the command of the Cavalry Corps.' 

The Ninth Corps, Major-Oeueral A. E. Bumside com- 
manding, united with the Army of the Potomac on the 
morning of the 6th of May, though it waa not incorporated 

J On the SUth April IbB Andj of tbo Potomjui «4b or^blMiI u folLawEi, vix. ; 
Uijor-annsraJ Gw. G. U«d<i Commindlng thi Arm; ; Mnjat-Oeieral A. A. 



idon (old aeamd Oorpi), <li)inpa«d df taar brl^tndm, BrigndisF-GeDernI V. C. Biir- 

gulsfl. Drlgsdlci-Ocnni] John DlbbDn c»mm»iidir.( ; Thlid DIibdoD (aid Tblid 
Cinpa). compowd of two brimdai, Usjoc-Ganerti S, B, Blrnei aominandlUK ; 
Foqrtli Dl™ioii (old Third CoiTuX compused ol two briitiidem, Brlgndlor-Genenit 

*Xrt» Carpt. M«jcpr-Ocne™i B. K. Wsrron eomroandlng; First Dlvlrfoo (old 
Fifth Ootpsl, threa brig»dB, Brigadiar-Qc-nH™! Obnrlei GriBn oomninndingi 
SeoiBd DiiMoD (old Fint Carpt), thm briguln. BrIgEiIier-Oeiieral J. G, Rubin' 

eemnJ S. W. OnwCoid comoiiiadliic ; Foorlb Diviiion (old First Carpi). Uuu 
brigsdoi, Brigndfor-OonBiml J. S. Widaworth oomnanding. 

Salh Carpt. Uajar-Oenenl Jobn SedEwiolc mmnundlng : First DItIiIbii, 
toDC brluulM, BtlgidiuT-Geucnl B. O. Wright oomBiuiding: Becand Divialon, 
four brlg»do«, Brli[«dtEr-QenDr^ G. W. Gotty oomniKndlnir; Third DlviMlon, 
two brIgadM. BrlgBdler-Oeneral Junta B. BickEtta ooDiDundlnR. 

Oaeoiry Cvrpi, Uijoc Benonl P. H. Bb«ridui oammitndlni; ; FirM Diiiilan. 
thrcB brlgidoB, Brlgulier-OsDortd A. T. A. TorbsrC mniniaiidldg ; aecond Diit- 
•loD, tini brlgwliii, Brlgndier-Geneml D. UaM. Gree% Dommnndlne i Third Dlrl- 
^ou, MO brlEwJes. BrigniliEr-ljEDflrKl J. R. WUistin commiindlnK. 

For [nrthcr di:laiti of tbo Aroiy of tJis Fotouiw, uid ol tbe HInth OonM, aaa 
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with it Tuitil the 24th of May, when it became a part of 
Major-Gteneral Meade's command.^ 

The consolidated Morning Beport of the Army of the 
Potomac of the 30th April, 1864, gives for its numerical 
strength on that day' *^ present for duty equipped:^* 

Officers. Enlisted Men^ Ouns. 

ProvoBtGuard 70 1,048 

Bngineers 60 2,226 

The three Infantry Corps 8,506 60,884 

Artillery of the Infantry and Cayalry 

Corps, and the Reserve Artillery 

withitsGuard 285 9,9« 274 

The Cayalry Corps 585 11,889 

The total number of officers and enlisted men of the Army 
of the Potomac of all arms and branches of the service, in- 
cluding Provost Guard, Engineers, Reserve Artillery with 
its guard, the Infantry Corps and their Artillery, and the 
Cavalry Corps and its Artillery, ^^ present for dtUy equipped" 
on the 30th of April amounted to 99,438. 

According to the return of the Ninth Corps for the month 
of April, 1864, the number present for duty was 923 officers 
and 18,408 enlisted men, with forty-two guns. These num- 
bers include 73 officers and 1,199 enlisted men of cavalry 
and the officers and enlisted men of artillery. 

The Morning Report of this Corps for the 10th of May, 
1864, gives for its strength — 

Offioers. Enlisted Men. Gnns. 

Infantry 851 18,905 

'ArtiUery 88 1,017 80» 

Cavahy 84 1,738 

* It consisted of four divisions, the First commanded by Brigadier-General 
Thou. G. Stevenson, the Second by Brigadier-Oenend R. B. Potter, the Third by 
Brigadier-General O. B. Willooz, and the Fourth, a colored division, by Brigadier- 
General B. Ferrero. The Third and Fourth Divisions were newly raised, and 
had not been in the field, and in fact all but 6,000 of the enlisted men of the Corps 
had just entered the service. 

s See Appendix B. * Probably a mistake—^ gnns. 
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Oil the 1st of May, 1864, the Armj of Northern Yirgiuia, 
commaaded hj General B. E. Lee, was composed of three 
Infantry Corps, the First Corps commanded by Lieutenant- 
General James Longstreet, the Second by Lientenant-OeU' 
ersl Biuhard S. Ewell, the Third by Lientenaut-General A. 
P. Hill. The Cavalry Corps was commanded by Major-Oen- 
eral J. E. B. Stewart.' 

The consolidated Morning Report of the Army of North- 
em Virginia, of April 20, 1864 (the Morning Report for 
April 30, 1864, is not in the possession of the War Depart- 
ment, nor is there any information in that Department 
concerning it) shows that there were that day present for 
duty: 



Second Corps' 1,379 15,705 

^H Tliiid Corps 1,561 20,MS 

^B Total Infantry S,9!» 36,353 

^^ 0»T»Ity Corpa..... «7 7,933 

Artillery 337 4,817 

The last return previous to May 1, 1864, of Loogstreet'B 
^K|to divisions that were with him in the Deportment of East 

w- 

^ 'The Obiet of ArtUlory wu Brlgsdiei-Oencnl WUJlam K. Fendleton ; tbt 
Aajntant-Oeneral, Colonel Waller H. Tsjlor; the Chid EngJooer, Mijor-Qeneral 
H.L. Smith; thBChietQMrtcraaBlCT, LiedteniotColonBlJfliDML.Corler; tha 

souUi fudc of Jnmea Rivn, The Second Corps b4d pment iU three dlviidoiu, 
camiiunded bj Major-Qenemli Etrlf, Jo)iD»n, mnd RodEs, and Iba Third 
Oorpn lu Itares dlvtalone, eomniinaod by Mnjor-GeneciilB Andeimn, Heth, tnd 

Thi Oniilry Oorpn caniistcd of two dtTlnlone commuided by Maiar-Ocnenll 
BunpUn end Fltzhueb Lee. 
Pot tbe detail! of tbe Army of Hortbera VirRirln. Bee Appendix C. 
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Tennessee (known to the War Department) is that of March 
81, 1864, which gives present for duty : > 

Offloen. Enlisted Hen. 

Field's Diviiion 3,875 

MoLaw's Division (Kershaw's before 

Maylst) 4,543 

Total 8,417 

There were probably 1,000 officers with the two divisions. 
Colonel Taylor, in his "Foor Tears with General Lee," 
estimates the effective force of those two divisions when 
they rejoined the army at 10,000 enlisted men present for 
dnty.» 

There were, according to our information, fonr bat- 



1 Department of East Tenneanee, Lientenant-Gteneral Longstreet commandinfr, 

March 31, 1864. 

Officers. Enlisted Men. 

Field's Division 8,875 

McLaw'B ** 4.542 

Backner*B ** 8,401 

Wharton's Brigade 8S8 

Jackson's ** 886 

Cavalry two brigades, Generals Jones and Vanghn 

commanding 4,264 ^ 

Backner's division, commanded by Brigadier-Qeneral B. B. Johnson, consisted 
of Johnson's brigade of Tennessee regiments and Graders and Law's Alabama 
brigades. 

' So far as I can make oat from the very defective retams in oar possession of 
Pickett's division, its effective force (enlisted men present for duty) at this 
period, the latter part of April, was abont 5,000. 

The first return, or Morning Beport, in the Confederate archives in the posses* 
sion of the War Department, in which the nnmbers of Long^street's Corps are 
given after that of March 81, 1864, is the Morning Report of the Army of North- 
em Virginia of Jane SO, 1864, in which that corps is reported as having present 
for dnty 1,096 offloers and 18.060 enlisted men. That this Corps should have 
gone into the oampidgn of 1864 with about the same numbers that it had on the 
81st of August, 1868, while the Third Corps (Hill's) increased in that time from 
13,601 enlisted men present for dnty to 20,648, and the Seoond Corps (EweU's) 
from 16,428 to near 18,000 (indnding Hoke's brigade, and two regiments of Bodes's, 
absent), was quite unexpected. Neither General Longstreet nor his division 
commanders state the strength of their oommandt in their reports of the opening 
operatimas of the oampaign. 
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teries of four guns in each infantry division, which, for 
the eight divisions, is one hundred and twenty-eight guns, 
seventy-two guns in the reserve artillery, and twenty-four 
with the Cavalry — ^a total of two hundred and twenty-four 
guns. 

Using the figures of the extracts from the Morning Re- 
ports of the Army of Northern Virginia, we have for its num- 
bers " present for duty," May 1, 1864, not less than — 

Officers. Enlisted Men, 

Infantry 3,030 44,770 

ArtUlery 237 4,617 

Cavalry 467 7,932 

making a grand aggregate of officers and enlisted men of 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry of 61,953, with probably two 
hundred and twenty-four gpins. 



CHAPTER n. 

THE PASSAGE OP THE RAPIDAN— THE BATTLE OP THE 

WILDERNESS. 

On the 2d of May the order for the movement of the Army 
of the Potomac was issued.' 

The movement began promptly at midnight of the 3d, 
Major-General Sheridan, with two of his cavalry divisions, 
leading the two in&mtry columns, one of his divisions, Tor- 
bert's, being left to cover the rear of the army. A canvas 
and a wooden ponton bridge were laid at Germanna Ford, 
the same at Ely's Ford, and a wooden ponton bridge at 
Cnlpeper Mine Ford, five bridges in all, the river being 
about two hundred feet wide. 

The Second Corps, preceded by Gregg's cavalry division, 
crossed at Ely's Ford, and moved to Chancellorville, fol- 
lowed by the reserve artillery. The Fifth Corps, preceded 
by Wilson's cavalry division, and followed by the Sixth 
Corps, crossed at Germanna Ford, and moved to Wilderness 
Tavern, at the intersection of the Germanna plank road,' by 
the Orange Court House and Fredericksburg pike. The 
head of the Sixth Corps halted three miles from Germanna 
Ford, the rear at the ford. 

The trains, except those known a^ the fighting trains, 
which accompanied the troops (see the order of movement), 



1 See order of May 2, 1864— Appendix D. 

* This road ran from Germanna Ford to Fredericksburg. 
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BMsed at Calpeper Mine Ford and Ely's Ford. They were 
severed by the cavalry, and bad an infantry gnard of 1,200 

Q from each infantry corps. 

Gregg's cavaky moved to the vicinity of Piney Branch 
Church, throwing out reconnoissancea on the Pamunkey road 
and toward Spottsylvania Court House, Frederickshnrg, and 
Hamilton's crossing. Wilson's cavalry moved to Parker's 
Btore, on the Fredericksburg and Orange Court House plank 
toad, throwing out reconnoissancea to the right on the 
Orange pike and plank roads, and on the Cathaipin and 
Pamunkey roads. 

The head of the Second Corps arrived at Ghancellorvillo 
at 10 A.M. of the 4th, and the whole corps, with the trains 
moving with the troops, were at the halting-place designated 
about 1 o'clock. The whole of the Fifth Corps was up to 
its position by 2 o'clock. Each of these coips had marched 
more than twenty miles, and both had assisted in laying the 
wooden ponton bridges at their crossings of the Bapidan, 
and had improved the roads leading up the steep liver-banks. 
The Sixth Corps had marched more than sixteen miles, but 
foUoving the Fifth Corps was later in getting to its halting- 
ground for the night. 

The canvas bridges were taken up on the 4th, and joined 
the corps to which they belonged. The wooden bridges 
were left for the trains and the Ninth Corps. 

Eespecting this operation General Grant says, " This I re- 
garded as ft great success, and it removed from my mind the 
most serious apprehensions I had entertained, that of cross- 
ing the river in the face of an active, large, well-appointed, 
and ably- commanded army, and how so large a train was to 
be carried through a hostile country and protected." And 
Le might well be gratified at the result, for it was a good 
day's wovk in such a country tor so large an army with its 
Artillery and fighting trains to march twenty miles, crossing 
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a river on five bridges of its own bnilding, withont a single 
mishap, interruption, or delay. 

It was not practicable, however, to get over all the great 
trains on the 4th, nor was it expected, as the order of move- 
ment shows. In &ict it was two o'clock in the afternoon of the 
5th of May before they had ceased crossing at Ely's Ford, 
when the wooden bridge there was taken up and moved to 
Ohancellorville ; and it was five o'clock in the afternoon of 
the 5th of May before they had ceased crossing at Culpeper 
Mine Ford, when the bridge there was taken up and the pon- 
ton train moved one and a half miles from the river. It waa 
in consideration of the fact that it was not practicable in this 
region to move the great trains along the protected flank 
of the army simultaneously with the troops, that led to fix- 
ing the halting-places of the heads of the infantry columns 
at Ohancellorville and Wilderness tavern, points which they 
reached early in the day. The troops might have easily con- 
tinued their march five miles further, the Second Corps to 
Todd's tavern, the head of the Fifth Corps to Parker's store, 
and the head of the Sixth Corps to Wilderness tavern ; but 
even that would have left the right too open during the fore- 
noon of the 5th, and it was more judicious to let the troops 
remain for the night where they had halted, as it made the 
passage of the trains secure, and the troops would be fresher 
when meeting the enemy next day, of which there was much 
probability. 

At 1.15 P.M. of the 4th, General Grant telegraphed from 
Germanna Ford to General Bumside to make a forced march 
until he reached there. His First Division, General Steven- 
son, had then arrived at Brandy Station, and his Fourth, 
the colored division, had marched that morning from Ma- 
nassas Junction, more than forty miles distant from C^er- 
manna Ford. General Stevenson's division crossed the 
Bapidan at Germanna Ford on the morning of the 5th, and 
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hj the night of the 5th Potter's and Willcoi's diTisions, 
coming from Bealeton and from Rappahannock Ststion, 
lud likewise crossed there and advanced some three niilea. 
General Ferrero's division (Fourth) crossed on the morning 
of the 6th. 
Indioations concerning the movements of the enemy n 
id before one o'clock in the afternoon of the itU ; some 
shots were fired toward Robertson's tavern, and they 
observed moving in some force from Orange Court 
3 on the plaak road toward Sew Verdiersville. 
MajoT-Oeneral Bherijlan having received some informer 
iioii during the day to tho eHect that the main body of the 
jy's cavalry was near Hamilton's crossing, and suggest- 
that he should proceed against them, the order for 
'ement on the 5th directed him to do so with Gregg's 
'■and Torbert's divisions. The army was to move at five 
o'clock in the morning. General Wilson to proceed to Craig's 
Meeting House on the Catharpin road, and to keep ont 
parties on the Orange Court House pike and plank road, the 
Catharpin and Famunkey roada, and in the direction of 
Twyman'a store and Andrew's tavern or Good Hope Chnich ; 
General Hancock to move to Shady Qrove Church, on the 
Catharpin road, and extend hie right toward the Fifth Corps 
at Parker's store ; General WaiTen to move to Parker's store 
and extend his right toward the Sixth Corps at Old Wilderness 
tavern ; General Sedgwick to move to Old Wilderness tavern, 
leaving a division to cover the bridge at Germanna Ford, 
until General Bumside's command amved. After reaching 
the points designated tho army was to be held ready to 
move forward. The movement began promptly as ordered.' 
Let US see what the Army of Northern Virginia was doing 
to meet this advance of the Army of the Potomofi. 



22 THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OP '64 AND 'dS. 

General Ewell states that the corps and division como 
manders of the Army of Northern Virginia met General Lee 
on the 2d of May at the signal station on Clark's Monntainy 
when he expressed the opinion that the Army of the Poto- 
mac would cross by some of the fords below them ; that the 
movement of that army being observed on the morning of 
the 4th, he, General Ewell, moved, nnder orders, toward 
Locnst Grove (Bobertson's tavern) on the Orange pike, 
where the head of his corps, Early's division, halted for the 
night about five miles from Old Wilderness tavern, Bodes'a 
and Johnson's divisions closing np o^ him.^ 

General Hill with Heth's and Wilcox's divisions of hia 
corps moved about midday of the 4th along the Orange 
Court House plank road, halting for the night, Heth at Mine 
Bun and Wilcox at Verdiersville, the former about seven 
miles from Parker's store and about ten from the intersec- 
tion of the Brock road with the Orange Court House plank 
road. Anderson's division remained on the Bapidan and 
did not unite with the corps until the morning of the 6th. 

It will be observed that General Lee moved more 
promptly toward the Army of the Potomac than he had 
done in the preceding November when that army crossed 
the Bapidan, though the reports from General Wilson's par* 
ties indicated that these corps were no further advanced 
than they had been on that occasion. 

General Longstreet moved from the vicinity of Gordons- 
ville at four o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th, halting for 
the night at Brock's bridge, and on the night of the 5th at 
Bichards's shop on the Catharpin road, not far from Craig's 
Meeting House. He was probably retained on the Cathar- 
pin road until it was ascertained what disposition was made 
of Hancock. Stewart's cavalry, which had been drawn in, 

> B. D. Johnson^s brigade of Eodes^s divisioii joined it on the morning of the 6th. 
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£ to operate on the Confederate right flajik, on the Cathar- 
pm BJid other roads. 

On the morning of the Bth, General Ewell moved down 
tie pike, JohnBon'a division loading, followed by Bodea's 
aad Earlj'e. He was instnicted by General Lee to regnlate 
his morck by that of General Hill on the plank road, and 
was informed that it was preferred not to bring on a general 
eogagement before General Longstreet came up. General 
Ewell, being thi-ee or four miles further odraneed than H ill, 
halted bis command when the head, of it was two miles dis- 
tant from the Wilderness tavern or Germanna road. Juat 
before halting ha sent Walket's brigacle of Jolinson's divi- 
Bion down the road leading, on his left, from the pil;e to 
Bpottswood on the Germanna plank road. 

General Crawford's division led the column of the Fifth 
Corps, General Wadsworth's followed, then General Bobin- 
sod's ; Oeneral Griffin's forming the rear — his division hav- 
ing loin dnring the uight across the pike, about a mile out 
from the Gei'monnu road. 

At B qnarter past seven General Meoite, while oa his way 
to General Warren's headquartei-s near the Old Wilderness 
tavero, received a despatch from that officer informing him 
that the enemy's infantry was on the pike in some force 
about two miles from the Wilderness tavern. A few minutes 
later General Meade was with General Warren, and at once 
directed bim. to halt his column and attack the enemy with 
liis whole force. This would soon develop what part of 
Lee's 'army was there. At the same time, 7.30 a.u., a dps- 
pktch was sent to General Hancock informing him that the 
raemy was on the pike in some force, and directing him to 
halt at Todd's tavern until further developments were made. 

Elespatch was received by him at 9 o'clock, at wbicb 
is advance was two miles beyond Todd's tavern, 
eral Sedgwick was directed to move out on the road 
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that leaves the Germanna plank road at Spottswood and en- 
ters the pike some two and a half miles from Wilderness 
tavern, attack the enemy and connect with the Fifth Corps 
on the pike. His force was Wright's division and Neill's 
brigade of Getty's division, to which the second brigade of 
Bicketts's division, General Seymonr commanding, was 
added in the afternoon. General Bicketts's division covered 
the Germanna bridge until General Bomside's troops re« 
lieved him toward noon. 

General Grant had been at once informed by General 
Meade of what was transpiring and soon joined him. After 
brief conference the two rode forward a short distance, and 
took position on a knoll in the open ground around Wilder- 
ness tavern and the Lacy farm, and on this knoll General 
Grant and General Meade remained during the battle, with 
only an occasional brief absence to the nearest troops. 

When the head of Crawford's column reached the high 
open ground of Chewning's farm, about a mile from Parker's 
store (and three miles from Wilderness tavern), he found 
Colonel Hammond, commanding the cavalry detachment left 
there by General Wilson until the infantry should arrive, 
skirmishing with what General Crawford, at 8 A.M., re- 
ported to be the enemy's cavalry. 

At 5 A.M. General Wilson had reported his command mov- 
ing toward the Catharpin road, and that his pickets re- 
ported nothing new from the enemy that morning. 

At 8 A.M. General Crawford had received the order to halt, 
and had taken up a good position in high open ground at 
Chewning's, from which a good road ran to Parker's store, 
and another to Tapp's farm on the plank road, about two 
miles east of Parker's store. Finding that our cavalry at 
Parker^s store needed assistance, General Crawford threw 
forward a skirmish line that became engaged with the 
flankers of an infantry force moving on the plank road, the 
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advance guard of Hill, Kirkland'a brigade, but by that time 
the cavalry had been forced back, retiring elowly on tbe 
plank road before the skirmisliers of Hill's advance. 

I Some time after eight o'clock General Cmwtord was in- 
, formed by General Warren that Griflin and Wodsworth 
would attack Ewell on the pike, and lie was ordered to join 
.in it with one of hia brigades. 
. Between nine and ten o'clock, the development of the en- 
lamy's force was such that a ilespatcli was sent to General 
Hancock, directing him to move np the Brock road to the 
Orange Conrt Honse plank road, and be prepared to move 
out that road toward Parker's store. 

When Sedgwick was ordered out against Ewell's left, 
Getty's diviaion of the Sixth Corps, except Neill's brigade, 
was brought to the Wilderness tavern, and as soon as it was 
ascertained that the enemy's infantry were on the plank 

tiroad at Fai'ker's store in force, between nine and ten o'clock, 
.petty was sent on the Brock road to its intersection with 
jihe Orange plank road, about two miles from the Wilder- 
ness tavern, and directed to move out the latter road and 
attack the enemy, and, if he conld, drive them back beyond 
Fatket'a store. The order to General Getty was sent at the 
aame time as that to General Hancock to come up. 

The Brock rood begins on the Orange pike about a mile 
east of the Old 'Wildemeas tavern, and runs in a southeast 
direetion to Spottsylvania Court House, intersecting the 
Germanna plank, the Orange plank, the Fnriiace, the Cathar- 
pin and other roads running in a southwest and south direc- 

General Ewell, seeing our force on the jiiko, supported 
Jones's brigade of Johnson's division (which had led the 
advanoe prepared for action) with Battle's and Solea's bri- 
gades of Rodes'a division. The other brigades of Johnsou's 
division (Steuart's, Stafford's, and Walker's) were formed on 
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their left of the pike in the order stated, or were forming; 
when, abont noon, General Griffin, advancing with great 
difficulty through the woods — ^Ayres's brigade on the right 
of the pike, Bartlett's and Barnes's on the left— suddenly 
struck Jones's brigade, broke it and drove it back through 
the supporting line, disordering Battle's brigade, which, 
with Doles's, was then hard pressed. General Jones, a gaK 
lant officer, was killed in a desperate effort to rally his bri- 
gade.' Ayres's brigade at the same time attacked the part 
of Johnson's division in his front. Daniel's brigade of 
Bodes's division was at once sent forward to the assistance of 
Doles and Battle. Early's division was brought up and 
formed across the pike, Gordon's brigade being ordered for- 
ward to the right of Bodes's line (the contest still going on), 
where it took an active and important part in repelling the 
attack. 

Wright's division of the Sixth Corps was to have attacked 
in connection with the Fifth Corps, but met with such delay 
and difficulty in forcing its way through the dense scrubby 
pine and tangled undergrowth, that it could not connect 
with the Fifth, and did not get in contact with the enemy 
until much later in the day. General Griffin stated that, 
not being supported on his right, Ayres's brigade was forced 
back across the pike, and that entailed the falling back of 
the other brigades of his division, the enemy following and 
forming on the line first occupied by them, where they at 
once intrenched. Two of Griffin's guns on the pike were 
lost. They remained between the two lines until night, 
when they were taken away by the enemy. 

In the meantime Wadsworth's division, followed and sup- 
ported on the left by Dennison's Maryland brigade of Bob- 
inson's division, had advanced through thick woods and 

> General Early, in his Memoir, says these two brigades, Joneses and Battle^ 
**werB driven back in some confusion.^* 
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denae thicket, paseing through wtaieh hail probablj changed 
ihe dirQction of his movement, so as to bring him, about the 
time that Daniel's and Gordon's brigades got on the ground, 
in froot of the enemy's right, with his left flank toward 
titem, of which thev took instant advantage to attack, and 
Ilia front line being ao entangled in the wood as not to ad- 
mit of readj handling, its left fell back quickly, and in some 
tnnfusion, and the enemy, passing through the opening thus 
jmtde, took Dennison'a brigade iu flank, as well as the two 
inigades of the right, and, after a short, sharp engagement, 
farced them also to retire. 

Wadsworth's diviaion had moved before MuCandless's 
brigade of Crawford's dirlsion conid unite with it, and this 
brigade had to take such direction as, it was thought, would 
bring it to Wadsworth's left, but it did not. Passing 
through the same kind of entangled woodfound everywhere. 
it came in contact with Ewell'e right, a part of it beeome 
enveloped by Gordon's brigade, had many killed and 
TOnnded, lost several hundred priaoners, and fell back. 
Crawford's division, being now somewhat isolated, was, 
toward two o'clook, drawn iu, and posted about a mile south- 
weat from the Lacy house, facing toward Ohewning'a. 

The line of the Fifth Corps was established with its right 
OS the pike, about three hundred yarda from the enemy's 
line, thence gnidually diverging further from it to Crawford, 
The enemy had reformed his line on the ground occupied 
when attacked, Bodes'a division (Daniel's, Doles's, and Bat- 
tle's brigados) on the right (their right) of Uie pike, John- 
son's diviaion on the left of it (Steiuvrfs, Walker's, and 
Bloffijrd's brigades), then Hays's and Pegram'a brigades of 
Early's division, Gordon's brigade remaining on the right of 
Bfldee until night, when it was placed on Pegrau's left. 
^e whole line was intrenched as soon as occupied. 

it WBB between two and tliree o'clock, perhax>a even later. 
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when Wright's division df the Sixth Corps got np to the 
enemy's front north of the pike and formed abont three 
hundred yards from Johnson's and Early's line. Upton's 
brigade resting its left on the pike, connected with the Fifth 
Corps ; the brigades of Penrose and Bussell came next, 
Neill's brigade of Getty^s division being on the right. The 
ground between Upton and the enemy had been f onght ovier, 
and many killed and wounded of both sides lay on it. The 
woods were on fire on his entire front. Soon after arriving 
on the ground Bnssell's and Neill's brigades were attacked 
by Stafford's and Walker's brigades, which, after a sharp 
encounter, were repulsed, Neill capturing some prisoners. 
General Stafford was mortally wounded. The enemy had 
artillery on their left in the open ground of a farm, which 
partly enfiladed Neill's liiie, and the ground on his right and 
left. Shortly after this attack, while the firing was still 
heavy, Seymour's brigade of Ricketts's division arrived and 
was posted on the right of Neill. 

Turning now to our left we find that General Getty arrived 
at the crossing of the Brock and Orange plank roads not 
long after eleven o'clock, and threw out his skirmish line 
across the Orange plank road. Half a mile out it encoun- 
tered the skirmishers of the enemy's advance, forcing back 
Colonel Hammond's cavalry. These skirmishers fell back 
before Getty's. Learning, about noon, from the prisoners 
taken, that Hill's corps was on the road, Heth's division 
leading, General Getty disposed his troops for attack, ex- 
tending his right toward the left of the Fifth Corps, but 
finding the enemy in force, deemed it best to await the 
anival of part of the Second Corps before attacking, and 
while thus waiting intrenched slightly. 

General Hill had undoubtedly received the same instruc- 
tions as General Ewell, that *' General Lee preferred not to 
bring on a general engagement before Longstreet came up." 
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Heth'a division of Hill's corps lad on the morning of tlie 
6th on the Orange plank road, and a little after midday, 
when near the Brock road., the head of his column was met 
by Getty's division, as already stated, in front of which Heth 
took np a position crossing the plank road on some compar- 
atively elevated ground, having in its front and on its right 
and left the swampy heads of affluents of the Nj on the 
right and of Wildemeas Bun on the left. 

General Davis's (Colonel Stone commanding), General 
Cook's, and General Walker's brigades were on the right of 
road, Geneinl Kirkland's on the left. Heth's artillery 
posted in the rear on an eminence in the open ground 
«f Tapp'g fai-m on the Confederate left of the road, and was 
OOTered by epaulmenta. The same close underbrush was 
found in this part of the Wilderness, as in almost every other 
portion of it occupied by our troops, aggravated in the 
Bwampy parts. General Lee and General Hill accompanied 
Heth's division and remained near the artillery on. this and 
the following day. 

Wilcox'e division followed Heth's, and at about two 
o'clock, when at Tapp's farm, turned to the left in order to 
ominect with Ewell, and moved beyond Chewning's ; it then 
formed line of battle {its skirmishers engaged) looking 
toward Ewell's right, which was in sight, in the open ground 
of Hagerson's farm ; toward five o'clock however, Wilcox 
vfts called back to Heth'a support, a movement that was 
observed by General Warren. 

Hill had moved with caution, and when Heth came in 
Iront of Getty showed no disposition to attack, for instead 
ol forming Wilcox to aupiwrt Heth, he sent him to the left 
to unite with Ewell. 

As already stated, when it became apparent that the 
euemy in full force were moving against ua on the Orange 
plAnk and pike roads. General Hancock was directed to 
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move tip the Brock road to the interseotion of the Oimiige 
plank road and be prepared to move out toward Parker's 
store. Toward noon he was advised that Hill's earpa^ or 
part of it, had driven our cavalry from Parker's store, and 
were moving down the plank road ; that Getty had been 
sent to drive them back, bnt might not be able to do sOp 
and he was directed to snpport Qetty, and drive the enemy 
beyond Parker's store, occnjiy that place and unite with 
Warren's left, then about a mile from the store. At half 
past one p.m. he was advised that the enemy had the plank 
road near to the Brook road; that Getty was not strong 
enough to attack, but would aid him ; that Griffin had been 
pushed back somewhat; that Warren's left was within a 
mile of Parker's store, bnt might be drawn in or driven in ; 
that he must push out the plank road and conneot with 
Warren. An hour later he was informed of the result of 
Warren's attack, and that Crawford had been drawn in a 
mile. At quarter past three p.m. General Getty was ordered 
to attack at once, General Hancock informed of it and di« 
rected to support him with his whole corps, that the attack 
up the plank road must be made at once, for it was believed 
that Longstreet could not be up before the next morning. 
General Sedgwick and General Warren were advised of this 
and ordered to be prepared to renew the attack as soon as 
they were informed that Hancock and Getty had begfun it. 
General Bicketts's First Brigade, General Morris command- 
ing, was placed to support the left of the Sixth Corps or the 
right of the Fifth as might be needed; the part of the 
Ninth Corps that had got up covered the Germanna bridge 
and the road which led from the enemy's left to the Ger- 
manna road near the bridge. As soon as Gteneral Hancock 
received the despatch directing him to move his command 
up the Bro<^ road to its intersection with the plank road 
(about 11 A.M.), he at oncfi. set his corps in motion toward 
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ihat point, and, riding in advance of the corps, mot General 
Ostt7 there, whose division he fonnd in lino of battle along 
the Brock toad, the Second Brigade, General Grant's, on the 
left of the plank road, the First and Fourth Brigades, Gen- 
eral Wheaton's and General Eustis's, on the right of the 
load. Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan, General Hancock's Chief 
«f Sta£F, was seat to inform General Meade of General Han- 
cock's arrival, and of the condition of affaii's. At 2 I'.u. the 
bead of his command. General Eimej's division, arrived and 
was formed on Getty's left in two lines of battle along the 
Brock road. It will be noted that at the same honr General 
'Wilcox's division came up to General Hetli's, but moved off 
toward Fwell. Mott's and Gibbon's divisions coming u[) 
mpidlj, took their position on Bimej's left in the same 
formation. Barlow's division, except Prank's brigade, held 
the left of the line, and was thrown forward on high clear 
ground in front of the Brock road, which commanded the 
oountry for some distance to the right and left^ and covered 
the bed of the Fredericksburg and Orange Conrt House un- 
finished railroad in front. As this was the only point on 
the line where artillerj could have an effective range, the 
wtilleiy of the corps, except one battery and a section, was 
put in position here. It was supported by Barlow's division. 
])ow's batteiy was placed in the second line near Mott'a 
the section of Bickette's battery was placed on the 
Lge plank road. Prank's brigade covered the junction 
htit the Brock road with a road leading northerly to the Ca- 
Etharpin fui'naces, and thence to Chance 11 orville and to the 
ktharpin and other roads. At this point (where Frank's 
1 posted) a road came in also from the south, 
ia»ing the Catharpin road about a mile west of Shady 
Chnrch, and near the junction of the road from 
■leer's store with the Catharpin road. 
The division commanders were directed to throw up 
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breastworks (of logs and earth) nx>on going into position, a 
work which was accomplished without delay, the line begin- 
ning at Getty's left and extending along the whole position 
occupied by the corps, being refused on the left so as to in- 
clude the junction of the road leading to the Furnaces 
where Frank's brigade was posted. The second line also 
threw up l)reastworks, and a third line was subsequently 
constructed in rear of the Third and Fourth Divisions. 

General Hancock states that when the despatches hereto- 
fore mentioned (except that of 3.15 p.m.) reached him, the 
greater portion of his troops were coming up to join Gen- 
eral Getty. Bimey's division had already taken position on 
Getty's left. The remaining divisions were forming as they 
arrived on the ground. The Brock road was very narrow 
and heavily wooded on both sides, and hence the formation 
of the infantry in line of battle was impeded ; their march 
had been greatly retarded by the artillery occupying the 
road. General Getty had informed General Hancock when 
he came up that there were two divisions of Hill in his front 
and that he momentarily expected an attack. For that rea- 
son General Hancock directed the breastworks to be com- 
pleted in order to receive the attack. 

At quarter past four, General Getty, in compliance with 
his orders from General Meade, advanced to the attack 
through thick undergrowth, and some four hundred yards 
from the Brock road became hotly engaged with Heth's 
division, part of which was lying down behind the crest of a 
small elevation.' 

Finding that General Getty had met the enemy in force, 
General Hancock ordered General Bimey to advance his 
command (his own division and Mott's) to the support of 
Getty, although the formation he, General Hancock, had 



> See the report of General Grant, coramAnding the Vermont brigade. He 
■tatee his loee to hare been 1,000, about one-half of hU brigade. 
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direoted to be made before carrying out his instmctions to 
advance was not jet completed. General Bimey at once 
moved forward liia own division on the right and Mott'a on 
the left of Getty, with a Eection of artillery on the plank 
road, which did good aerrice in the course of the action. 
General Hancock aaya the fight became " very fierce at once, 
the lines of battle were exceedingly close, the musketry 
continuous and deadly along the entire line." General 
Alexander Hays, commanding the Second Brigade of Bir- 
ney's division, an ofScer of distinguished gaUantry, was 
killed at the head of his brigade. Carroll's brigade of Gib- 
bon's division was sent to the support of Getty's right, and 
Owen's brigade of the same division to the support of Getty 
on the plank road. Colonel Carroll was wounded, but re- 
mained on the field. The battle continued with great se- 
verity until near eight o'clock, when darkness and the dense 
forest pat an end to it, fortunately for Hill, whose troops 
3 shattered and his lines disjointed ; an hour more of 

laylight, and he would have been driven from the field, for 
Higstreet and Anderson were many miles distant.' 

L Before the close of the action Colonel Smyth's Irish bri- 
ll IKcAIIMar, caiDinmndiiig Flrnt Brigade, Motl's dWislon, euuh tbut 

rear, and cbttWiw bin own briBSdo in IhB bmho way aJlar iL He impTites it to 
tho Eut Uiat the Hme at monj of the regimcnli woDld K»n be oat ; buL I Snd 
tbsl OdIdhhI BnrnH o( the Snventj-tbird New Inrk, balonpiiR to the Second 

front, followed quickly by tbe onttlanklne at their brigade by the enemy. Thera 
ti no report from the uommandar ol tbe Second Brigade, dot do I flud General 
Mott^i report op tbe Alee o£ the War Department, 

three yesre' eiperienGe in fighting, and 1 think the eTplanatian at Colnncl Bama 
ia the right une, vli, ; that they were Btmot in flank and, ae they were nometiniei 
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gade, and Cblonel Brooke^s brigade, both of BarlowVt dhri- 
sion, attacked the enemy's right and forced it back. 

General Wadsworth, with his division, and Baxter^s bri- 
gade of the Second Division, was ordered to move between 
four and five o'clock in a sontheast direction so as to strike 
the force engaged with Hancock and Getty pn its left flank 
and rear. 

Moving in the direction stated, General Wadsworth fotmd 
his progress greatly impeded by the thick woods and under- 
bmsh. He met only the skirmish line of the enemy, which 
he drove before him nntil it was too dark to see, when the 
troops halted for the night in line of battle, facing sontii- 
east, his left abont half a mile from the Brock road. 

Soon after the attack on Heth began, Wilcox's division was 
recalled to his snpport, McGowan's brigade forming across 
the road, Thomas's on the left, parallel with the road, Scaleei'B 
and lastly Lane's on the right. The brigades on the right 
passed throngh Heth^s lines and advanced at different times 
as far as the swamps, in and near which they encountered 
Hancock's and Getty's men with varying success, but were 
finally forced back to Heth's position, their right and left 
flanks pressed back. Hill's lines were very irregular and 
much broken, and his troops in some disorder. 

In one of the narratives of the battle it is stated, in order 
to show how close the lines were, and how bewildering the 
dense forest growth was, that many men from both armies, 
in looking for water during the night, found themselTea 
within the opposing lines, and were made prisoners. This 
probably refers to the left of Hill, opposite to which Wads* 
worth's troops had halted. 

At midnight of the 5th, General Longstreet received a 
message from General Lee, informing him of the results of 
the day, and directing him to come up to Parker's store. 
Marching at once, he arrived there at dawn of the 6th, and 
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Tas directed to move his column down the plank road, and 
relieve the diriaionB of Heth and Wilcox. Anderson's divi- 
aion, of Hill's corps, which, had reached VerdierHville in the 
night of the 5tb, was also ordered up, and arrived the next 
morning soon after Locgstreet'e divisions. 

During the afternoon of the Gth, heavy skirmisliing treat 
on on our right, aud at about five o'clock, under orders from 
General Meade for the right to attack, General Heyraout'a 
brigade. Colonel Keifer oommandiug the lirst line, and 
Neill'H brigade, with part of Penrose's, attacked Pegram'a 
and Hava's brigades, both intrenched ; Pegram's waa 
strongly posted on rising ground, and hod artillery in the 
open ground on his left, which enfiladed our lines. General 
Keill, finding that he could not carry the enemy's intrenched 
line, and that his loss was severe, withdrew, but Seymour's 
troops maintained the contest until dark, losing heavily in 
killed aud wounded, Colonel Eeifer amoug the latter. On 
the other side General Pegram was severely wounded. 

Artillery waa placed in the lines of the Fifth Corps wher- 
ever it could be used to aid in carrying the enemy's in- 
trenched line, but the attempts were unsuccessful. 

Turn now to the cavalry. At daylight of the 5th, General 
Wilson, leaving Colonel Hammond with 500 men at Parker's 
store to remain until the infantry came up, moved toward 
Craig's Meeting House, posting hia Eirat Brigade at the juno- 
tioD of the Parker's store road with the Catharpin road, and 
Bending the Second Brigade, Colonel Chapman commanding, 
to Craig's Meeting Honse, where, at 8 a.m., it encountered 
Bosser's brigade of Hampton's division, and. General Wilson 
states, drove him back two miles. Here Eosser was, it ia 
stated, strongly reinforced in the afternoon, and, it was be- 
lieved, by Longstreet's infanti^- — in part, at least. The en- 
emy now assumed the offensive, and drove Cliapman back 
Upon the First Brigade, and General Wilson, having l 
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meantime found that the enemy's infantry had possession of 
the Parker's store road, fell back rapidly to Todd's tavern, 
pressed by the enemy. Here he found Gregg's division, 
sent by General Sheridan to his support, which in its tnm 
drove the enemy's cavalry beyond Corbin's Bridge. 

A reconnoissance on the morning of the 5th by a part of 
Gregg's division, from Piney Branch Ohnrch to Fredericks- 
burg, found no enemy there, and one sent toward Hamil- 
ton's crossing came upon the rear of two brigades of cavalry 
moving from that place toward Lee's right. The enemy's 
cavalry had been drawn in. 

General Torbert, delayed by the trains, reached Chan- 
cellorville at midday, and was held in front of that place 
.to cover the trains and support Gregg. General Sheridan 
found the defensive enforced on him by the necesssity of 
protecting the trains and their immense amount of materiel. 

As soon as the fighting ceased in the evening of the 5th, 
General Hancock, General Warren, and General Sedgwick 
were ordered to attack punctually at five o'clock the next 
morning. 

General Bumside was ordered to start at two o'clock in 
the morning of the 6th, with General Willcox's, General 
Potter's, and General Stevenson's divisions, and be in 
position with the first two between General Warren and 
General Hancock, so as to advance against the enemy with 
the rest of the army at five o'clock. His movement was to 
be so directed as to get possession of the high open ground 
at Chewning's and then attack Hill's left and rear ; for so far 
as could be ascertained the gap between Hill and Ewell was 
not yet closed; neither was that between Hancock and 
Warren. Stevenson's division was to be retained at Old 
Wilderness tavern as a reserve. 

Each corps commander was advised of the instructions 
given to the others. Swell's corps strengthened their in- 
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(nnchmeQts during the night, and put artillerr in position. 
Ramseur'a brigade eame up, and early in the morning of the 
6th was sent to the extreme right in the vicinity of Chewn- 
ing's. Hill's corps also intrenched at some time, for on the | 
morning of the 6th Haacock'a troops found an earth in- I 
trecchment three or four hundred yarda back of the Con- 
federate log intrenchment.' 

The first shots on the morning of the 6tli were fired by 
the enemy on the right and left a few minutes before Ave 
o'clock. Pnnctnally at five our attack began. Two vigor- 
oua asBaults were made by Wright from the right of his 
division against the intrenched lines of the enemy, but 
they were repelled with severe loss. General Warren's 
attacks on Ewell's right were also nnsneceasful ; for Ewell's 
linea were much stronger than on the day before, and 
were still further strengthened by artillery. The attacks 
of both corps were frequent and persiatent throughout the 
morning. 

An examination of prisoners during the night of the 5th, 
drew from them the statement that Longstreet was expected 
to be up in the morning to attack our left, and that hia force 
was about 12,000. General Hancock was notified of thia and 
adviaed to look out for hia left. Preparations were at onoa 
ma.de by him to meet the enemy at thia point. Barlow's 
division was posted for that purpoae, and artillei-y waa placed 
to cover the road by which Longstreet was expected to ad- 
vance, the road heretofore mentioned leading from the 
Gatharpin road to the Brock road at Trigg's. A strong 
skirmiah line waa thrown out to cover the Brock road. 
General Gibbon was placed in command of the left, com- 
posed of his own and Barlow's divisiona and the artillery. 
General Birney waa put in command of the right, composed 

anttuCttiey Bupp«ed tlisiie InUsOGhzaanUi hid twsn timwo up b} ouctroopa. 
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of bis own, Mot.t's, and Getty's divisions. At five o'clock 
General Birnej's command advanced along the Orange 
plank Toad, his own and Mott's divisions in the first line, 
Getty's in the second, supported by CairoU'e and Owen'a 
brigades of Gibbon's division, Wadsworth's coEamaiid ad- 
vanced at the same time on thi? right of Bimey. All at- 
tacked the enemy with great vigor, and after a desperate 
contest the enemy's line was broken at all points, and he 
was driven in confusion through the forest, suffering severe 
loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Just before Hill's 
troops gave way, the head of Longatreet'a corps arrived on 
the ground, Kershaw leading, and had begun to form on his 
right of the road ; Bimey's left was farther forward than hiB 
centre on the plank road, and probably farther foi-ward than 
hia right, opposite which the Confederate artillery in the 
opan ground of Tapp's farm with some of Heth'a division 
■till iield. Indeed, some of the musketry fire of Bimey's 
left is stated to have come in on the rear of the batteries. 
The advance through the forest, undergrowth, and swamps 
for mare than a mile, in a hot contest, had separated and 
disordered Hancock's troops, and Bimey's left, met in this 
eonditiou by Kershaw's division, was not only brought to A 
standstill, but at eome points swayed back and forward, 
until at length Eersbaw, himself leading his division, forced 
Bimey's left back as far as his centre. Wadsworth's advance 
had crowded many of Bimey's troops to the south side of 
the plank road, so that the greater part of his, Birney's, 
commaud was on his left of that road. Field's division of 
Longstreet'e corps, following close on Kershaw's division, 
some of it coming on the ground at double- g^uick, was formed 
on the Confederate left of the plank rond, and, advancing, at 
once became hotly engaged with Bimey's right and Wads- 
worth's troops, Gregg's Tesana and Benning's Georgians, in 
the lead, bearing the brunt of the fight and loeisg heavily 
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n killed and wouncled, Genenl Benning among the latter.' 
Aoderaon's dmeion of Hill's corps, following Field's divi- 
sion, formed on the same port, of the line, one portion unit- 
ing with Field's troops in the attack, the other portion 
supporting. It v/&a wfaeu Hancock's troops vere xtartiallf 
checked by the frenh troops of Longstreet's corps, that the 
necessity of readjasting his formation became imperative. 
Regiments were separated from their brigades and mixed 
with others, and the line of batUe was very irregular, and 
commanders were in thia way losing the control of their 
broops. This was about half-post six o'clock. 

General Hancock informed O^neial Meade of the arrival 
of Bome of Longstreet's command, and was notified in reply 
(7 a.m.) that Stevenson's division of the Ninth Corps was 
h^d at Wilderness taTem in reserve, and would be sent him 
if absolately required. Qenerala Sedgwick and Warren 
■mere ordered to press their attacks. General Sheridan was 
directed to attack with a diviBion of cavalry on Longetreet'a 
flank and rear by the Brock road, and Hancock was subse- 
quently informed that Sheridan bad received the order at 
eight o'clock at Chancellorville. General Sheridan had been 
previonsly (on the 5th) advised that it was left to his discre- 
tion to take the offensive (gainst the enemy's cavalry BO fares 
he could do so without endangering the safety of the trains. 

General Webb's brigade of Gibbon's division was now or- 
dered to Bimey, and Getty's division, which had suffered 
severely again to-day, Geaerol Getty himself severely 
wounded, was withdrawn to the Brock road. 
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At half-past six o'clock, General Hancock, not hearing any 
fire from the direction of Burnside's intended attack, eent a 
request to General Meade that he, Bnmside, should attack as 
Hoon &a possible, as many of the regiments of Eimey'a com- 
mand were tired and shattered, and just held their own 
against Longstreet ; but reiterated orders to General Bam- 
. side to push forward and attack did not bring about his ex- 
pected co-operation. As late as 11.45 a.m. General Rawlins 
wrote him, " Pnsh in and drive the enemy from Hancock's 
front and get on the Orange plank road. Hancock has es- 
pected you for the last three hours, and has been making hia 
attack and dispositions with a view to your assistance." 

At 7 A.M., General Hancock sent a staff officer to General 
Gibbon, commanding the left wing, informing him of the suc- 
cess of hi^ right wing and directing him to attack the en- 
emy's right with Barlow's division, and to press to the 
right, toward the Orange plank road. This order, General 
Hancock says, was only partially carried out, Frank's bri- 
gade of Barlow's division being the only one sent to feel the 
enemy's right, which after on obstinate contest connected 
with Mott's left ; but had Barlow's division advanced, as di- 
rected by him in several orders, he felt confident that the 
enemy's force he was in contact with would have been de- 
feated ; at all events an attack on the enemy's right by Bar- 
low's division would have prevented the turning of the left 
of Mott's division which occurred later in the day. The 
of the failure to carry out his orders more fully Gen- 
eral Hanoock states that he does not know, but that it was 
probably owing to the expected approach of Longstreet on 
his left about that time. The report of General Gibbon 
throws no further light upon the subject. General Han- 
cock's Chief of Staff, Colonel Morgan, who was then, be- 
tween 7 and 8 a.m., on the extreme left with General Gibbon, 
Bent word that infantry, supposed to be Longstreet's, was 
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moving toward the left on the Brock road from the direc- 
tion of Todd's tavern, and again preparations wero made to 
meet him by sending out Brooke's brigade and constracting 
on intrenchment across the road. After these preparations 
were made, it tnmed out that the troops advancing nere a 
body of Heveral hundred convalescents retnrning to the 
army, and mistakenly following the route of march of the 
Second Oorps. 

It mnat be remembered that according to our information 
Pickett's division was with Longstreet, and only Field's and 
Kershaw's divisions had as yet been encountered ; and that 
Anderson's division of Hill's corps had not then been felt 
by our troops, nor its presence become known to them. 
These two divisions, with perhaps some of the brigades ot 
the other diviaions of Longstreet, might well be the force 
which, later, abont 9 o clock, threatened Hancock's left 
flank at Trigg's, though, in point of fact, it tnmed out to be 
Confederate cavaky dismonnted, with some artillery. 

About 8 A.1I. General Stevenson's division ot the Ninth 
Oorps reported to General Hancock at the intersection of 
the Brock and plank roads, and about the same honr Gen- 
eral Wadaworth was formally placed under his command, 
and he was informed by General Meade that Bnmaide had 
pushed forward nearly to Parker's store, and would attack 
across his front, information that turned out to be erron 
Subsequently, at nine o'clock, a despatch was sent to Genera] 
Hancock, informing hjm that Colonel Comstock, oide-de' 
p of General Grant, bad been sent to point out to Gen^ 
Bumside where to attack the enemy on the plank road 

it this attack did not take place until two o'clock. 

At 8.50 A.M. the diviaiona ot Bimey, Mott, and Wads- 
■Worth and part of Stevenson's division resumed thoir attack 
along the plank road, with Webb's, Carroll's, and Owen's 
brigades of Gibbon's division — all his division, indeed — and 
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became furiously engaged with the enemy. ^ The firing had 
hardly commenced when Hancock was informed that his left 
flank at Trigg's was so seriously threatened as to folly oo- 
oupy Barlow's division, and Eustis's brigade of Getty's divi- 
sion and Leasure^s brigade of Stevenson's division were sent 
to support him. The enemy's dismounted cavalry opened 
upon him with artillery, and pressed forward their skirmish 
line. The rapid firing of Sheridan's attack on Stewart's cav- 
alry near Todd's tavern helped to confirm the impreBsipn 
that this was a serious flank attack by the enemy. These 
repeated reports of an advance by Longstreet on his left 
prevented General Hancock from throwing his full strength 
into the attack along the plank road. 

About half- past nine Cutler's brigade of Wadsworth's divi- 
sion was driven back into the open ground around the Laqy 
house in some disorder, and with heavy loss. Under Han- 
cock's order General Bimey with two brigades re-established 
the line. The contest continued without material change of 
position on either side. At about half -past ten, Generals 
Sedgwick and Warren were directed to suspend further at- 
tack, to strengthen their intrenchments and to throw up new 
works, in order that a part of their troops might be available 
for an attacking force to move from the vicinity of Hancock's 
right. Engineer troops to the number of about 1,200 had 
been sent to General Warren the night of the 5th, and had 
been placed in his second line. They were now used for 
constructing intrenchments and bridges, and were not at any 
time afterward used as infantry, for it was difficult to replace 

> General Webb says that upon reporting to General Bimey he was ordered by 
him to move out along the plank road and relieve Getty ; that in doing so be saw 
nothing of Qetty^a troops, but when aboixt three-quarters of a mile ont, he md- 
denly found himself in close contact with the enemy, who opened a destructive fire 
upon him, and his brigade at once entered into a hot contest, in the course of 
which it became mixed with regiments of Stevenson^s and Wadsworth^s divMmM. 
He lost S8 ofBoers and 957 enlisted men killed and wounded. 
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Bnoh well-iostructed, experienced engineer troops. Kitch- 
iag's brigade, guard of tjte reserve artillery, had also been 
lordered to Oeneral Warren at the same time, and waa nov 
'«eot to the anpport of General Wadswortli. 

Toward eleven o'clock tbe firing on Hancock's front died 
away. As yet Bumside bad not engaged tbo enemj. 

General Longatreet eays that abont ten o'clock Major- 
Oeneral M. L. Smitb and others, who bad been sent out to 
examine tbe position of tbe enemy in bis front, retnmed and 
_Wported tbat their left extended but a abort distance from 
tbe plank road, and that npon tbis report Wofiord's brigade 
of Ketsbaw's division, wbieb brigade had just come up, 
Anderson's brigade of Field's division, and Malione'a of 
Anderaon's division, Hill's corps (to which Davis's brigade 
of Hetb'a division. Colonel Stone commanding, was after- 
ward added), were sent to attack tbe enemy's left and rear, 
the flank movement to be followed by a general advance of 
all his, Longstreet's, troops. The brigades mentioned moved 
by tbe right flank until tbey reached tbe bed of tbe mifin- 
iahed Fredericksburg Baib-ood. There tbey formed, facing 
norib, and at about eleven o'clock advanced until they en- 
countered tlie flank and rear of Eimey's command, which 
with Wadswortb's was engaged with Kewhaw's, Field's, and 
AnderBon's divisions. Tbia movement, concealed from view 
■fay the dense wood, was completely auccesaful. Frank's 
brigade, on tbe left of Mott, was tbe first encountered, It 
had been heavily engaged, and bad nearly exhausted its 
ammunition, and was at once driven before tbe enemy's 
Tebement attack. Pasaing over Frank's brigade, they struck 
UcAllister's, which, at tbe firing of tbe first shots against 
Frank's, bad changed front to meet the attack, for General 
MoAllister had in x>@rsoD ascertained tbe position of tbe 
flanking force a short time before, but not in time to com- 
mnnicftte with General Mott. He soon found himself with 
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a fire on hin front, ilank, and rear, under whii^h hie line 
bi'oke and felt biick in confasion to tlis intrenchments on 
the Brock road. The confusion extended to the adjoining 
troopH. General Hancock, wlioae bearing on the field had 
BO powerful an iiifiuence on his command, endeavored to 
restore order and reform his line of battle along the Orange 
plank road, retaining his right, as it was then, in front of 
Field and Anderson, but was unable to do so, owing to the 
great difflcnltj of adjusting lines under fire in such a dense 
forest, and to the partial disorganization of the troops, the^ 
most of trhom had been engaged since five o'clock in the 
morning under heavj musketrj fire. Consulting with Gen- 
eral Bimej, it was deemed advisable to withdraw to the 
breastworks on the Brock road, which was accomplished, 
and the troops reformed in two lines of battle on the ground 
from which thej had advanced to the attack in the morning. 
The enemj pushed forward to within a few hundred yards 
of the breastworks, but did not attempt to assault them. 

General Wadswotth, an officer of distinguished intrepidity, 
was mortally wonnded in front of his command during this 
attack and fell into the hands of the enemy. General Bax- 
ter was wounded.' 

As soon as the sneceas of the flank attack was established. 
General Longstreet made arrangements to follow it up, and. 
ordered an advance of all his troops for that pnipoae. Whilft 
riding at the head of his column, moving by the flank down 
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the plank road, wheu opposite the brigades that had made 
the flank movement, which were drown np parallel with the 
Toad, about sixty yards fi'om it, a portion of them fired a 
Tolley, which killed, among others, General Jenkins, com- 
manding the leading brigade of Field's divisioQ, and eeTerelj 
wounded General Longatreet. General Ksrshaw was riding 
with Genei'ol Jenkins, arranging the details ol the attack to 
be made, nhen the firing took place, and he says that General 
Liee soon came npon the gi'onnd, postponed the attack to a 
later hour, and ordered him to take position with his right 
resting on the unfinished Orange Railroad. 

Colonel Leasure's brigade of tho Ninth Corps, which had 
been posted on the left under Gibbon, was now ordered by 
General Hancock to sweep along hia whole front from left to 
right, holding his own right about one hundred yards from 
the breastworks and attack any enemy he should find. This 
Older was promptly and thoroughly executed ; some of the 
enemy were encountered, who fell back without engaging him. 

About 2 P.M. General Eobinson with his First Brigade, 
Colonel Lyle commanding, and two regiments of heavy ar- 
tillery, reported to General Hancook. They were massed 
near the plank road in reserve.' 

To return to an earlier hour of the day. As soon as Heth's 
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and Wilcox's diyisions were refonned, afteir LongsttiMi $md 
Anderson came npon the field, they were placed on tbe left 
of Anderson's division, reaching Ewell's right, and at onoa 
intrenched. Willcox's left extended beyond the op«i grcnind 
of Ohewning's f&im. 

General Bomside's two divisions had moved out in the 
morning toward Ohewning's, near which place it was foodd 
that the enemy had pnt some artillery in position supported 
by infantry. Beceiving the fire of this force, diqsoflitioBi 
were made for its attack, bnt in accordance with more recni 
orders the command moved toward Tapp's, where the firing 
still continued heavy. The advance in this direotioa was 
through woods with matted undergrowth, and the progcess 
was very slow. Willcox's division was composed entirely of 
raw troops, inexperienced in every way. Finally, about two 
o'clock, Potter's division came upon the enemy intrenched 
on the opposite side of a swampy ravine, and, attacking, 
gained some advantage. This appears to have been the line 
held by Peny's brigade of Anderson's division, and Law's 
brigade of Field's divisdon, commanded by General W. F. 
Perry. Willcox's division of the Ninth Corps was now 
brought up, and, to relieve the attack on Hancock, abont half- 
past five a further attack was made, which broke Law's and 
Perry's brigades, and drove them back in disorder. General 
Perry was severely wounded. But General Woflfbrd came to 
their assistance, and attacked successfully the somewhat 
disordered troops of Willcox. General Heth arriving with a 
part of his division, the Confederate brigades that had been 
forced back advanced with it, passing over the ground on 

Longstrect^s flanking attack could not have been made without due preparatioB 
to meet it. Its success depended npon its being concealed. Frank's adyanoe 
should have been made along this road, and the road should have been watched 
as far as the bend. Bat these considerations as to the action of others did not rt- 
lieve General Bimey from the necessity of taking precautions to guard the left 
flank of his command from aurprise. Its right flauk was not exposed to ic 
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which the conteat had taken place. Apparently those contend- 
ing forces recovBi-ed the position they had held before their 
fighting began, for General BtiniRide saya that Le formed his 
command tor the night immediately in front of the enemy's 
intrenchments and connected with Hancock on his left. 

The chief object of General Bumside's movement was not 
accomplished. His presence near the left of Longstreet'a 
corps and Anderson's dirision in the afternoon probably 
kept some of those trooxts from joining in the attack on 
Hftncook at 4.15 p.m. Oould his attack have been made 
early in the day, and followed up with vigor, it wonid have 
bad important consequences. Hancock, expecting his co- 
operation, made his dispositions with a view to it. 

About three o'clock Greneral Hancock was directed to at- 
tack at six, and General Bnmsidc advised of it and ordered 
to attack at the same houi', aiding Hancock. Hearing the 
firing on Geneml Hancock's fi-out at a qnarter past fonr, 
General Burnside attacked as soon as 'Willcox was in posi- 
tion, with the result already stateiL 

At a quarter past foui' o'clock the enemy advanced in force 
ftgainst Hancock's line imtil they came within a hundred 
paces of it, when they opened a heavy mnsketrji fire, which 
s not, however, veiy destructive. The attack was heaviest 
Hancock's left of the plank road. At the end of half an 
hoar a portion of Mott's division and of Ward's brigade of 
Bimey's division gave way, retiring in disorder ; but through 
tile fflcertion of General Hancock, his staff, and other officers, 
feoany of them returned to the line of battle. The moment 
the break began the enemy pushed forward, and Anderson's 
brigade of Field's division ' took possession of that part of 
thefirat line of intrenchments and planted their colors there. 

Anderaon^a brigade, but Id tho Loo MemwJkl volutDe It 
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Colonel Carroll of Gibbon's diTiHion bad hia brigade near at 
hand, and was ordered by General Birney to drive tbem oat, 
vbioh he did, moving forward at double-quick. General 
Hancock's despatch referring to this says both the attack 
and conntQi-attack were of the handsomest kind. ^By five 
o'clock the enemy was completely repulsed, and fell back 
with heavy loss in killed and wounded. 

Dnring this attack Dow's battery. Sixth Maine, rendei'ed 
effective service, one section on the plank road, the other 
near Mott's left, in the second line. It was served with 
great steadiness and gallantry. 

Aa Hancock's troops were nearly out of ammunition, and 
the ammnnitiou wagons were at some distance iu the rear, 
and there was not time to replenish and organize a formida- 
ble attack by six o'clock, that atlack was given np.' 

It should be mentioned that just before the attack the 
front line of breastworks near the point where the line was 
broken through, which was entirely of logs, took fire from 
the forest in front {the battleground of the morning), which 
hod been burning for some hours. The heat and smoke 
were driven into the faces of the men, preventing tbem on 
portions of>the line from fii'ing over the parapet, and at 
some points obliged them to abandon it.' 
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The attacking force, eo for as I can make oat, was Field's 
and Anderaon'B divisiona, excepting Law's and Peny'a bri- 
gades, wilii probably some pact of Heth's division. 

To return to the Sixth Corps, Shaler'a brigade rejiorted 
f back to it from the trains some time in the day and was 
' placed on the right of Seymour. Owing to the closo prox- 
imity of the eucray, intrcQching hero was difficult, but the 
brigade engaged in it. 

General Johnston's brigade of Bodes's division, having ar- 
rived from Hanover Junction, was sent to General Early, 
who posted it to watch his left. General Gordon haviog as- 
certained where the right Bank of the Sixth Cor|)s rested in 
the woods, and that it was without support, proposed attack- 
ing it in flank with his brigade, which was to be formed ia 
open ground four or five hundred yards distant. Bnt at that 
time it was deemed beat not to do so, os thero were, iu 
General Early's opinion, indications of an attempt to torn 
their left by Bnmaide's corps or part of it. Later iu the 
day this objection no longer existed, and preparations were 
I made in the afternoon for the attack, with Gordon's brigade, 
I Bnpported by Johnston's, to be followed up by a front attack 
with the rest of Early's division. Gordon's brigade was 
formed in some open ground near the edge of the woods, 
and Johnston's in rear of it. The advance was then made a 
flhort time before sunset. Sbalar's brigade was partly en- 
gaged building breastworks when the attack came, and was 
atmck in flank, rolled up and thrown into confusion, and 
several hundred prisoners captured fi-om it, including Gen- 
oral Shaler, Seymour's brigade was also disordered, and 
toward the end of the attack he was captured, though not 
tnaay prisoners were taken from his brigade. But the ad- 
vance of Gordon's brigade through the dense thicket disor- 
dered his troops, and his right, striking that part of Shaler's 
line that was refused, gave way. The disorder of his troops 
, XII.— .5 
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and the darkneBs in the forest of approaching night put a 
stop to Gordon's further progress. Johnston's brigade 
passed Gordon's left, ajid got in rear of Wright's line, en- 
countered some part of it, and took some prisoners. Fe- 
gram's brigade attacked in front very soon after Gordon 
etrack Shaler. DarkneES coming on found the opposing 
troops in some disorder, and in very close prosimitj, bnt 
General Wright promptly restored order among his troops. 
General Earl; drew back his brigades and formed a 
line in front of his old.' During the night on entirelj 
line was token up b; the Suth Corps, its front and right 
thrown back, a change which the right of the Fifth Corps 
conformed to. 

I have recently learnt that the facilities which the open 
ground on which Gordon formed offered for making a flank 
attack on Bedgwick's right, and also on Early's left, had 
been noted during the day by General Wright, and only the 
wont of troops prevented him from making the flank attack 
on Early. Morris's and Upton's brigades, the only diepoa- 
able troops the Sixth Corps had, were held available, under 
orders from General Meade, for Warren's left, or Hancock' 
right. Had General Sedgwick suggested this flank attack 
for those brigades or the support of his own flank by them 
it would have been acceded to. There most have been some 
neglect in the vedettes or skirmish line in keeping a look' 
out on that ground, otherwise timely notice would havo 
been given of the presence of Gordon there.' 
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6 operations of the cavalry on the 6th must now be 
i. On the morning of that day Genei'al Sheridan di- 
Bcted General Custer with hb own brigade and Devin'a to 
move down the Furnace road to the Brock road, connect 
with Hancock's left, and attack the enemy there, At tha 
intersectioa of the Furnace and Brock roads Custer encoun^ 
tered Hampton's division, while Gregg met Fitzhugh Lee'a 
division at Todd's tarem, both repulsing the enemy's at- 
tacks handsomely. General Sheridan was restrained from 
following up any advantage gained, as the cavalry was very 
far ont from the trains, the care of which lie was especially 
entrusted with. 

Upon the receipt of General Sheridan's despatch informing 
him of these encounters. General Meade at 1 p.m. replieil, 
that as Hancock's line had been heavily pressed, and his left 
turned, he. General Meade, thought it beat to di'aw iu the 
cavalry so as to secure the protection of the trains. Exactly 
what had taken place on Hancock's left Sank was not then 
thoroughly known at headquarters. Before this dkection 
was executed the enemy's cavalry again attacked and were 
repulsed, leaving their dead and wounded ou the field. In 
leporting this at 2.35 f.u.. General Bheridan stated that they, 
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the enemy's cavalry, were then working to his left, and that 
he had made new dispositions in accordance with the orders 
received. The cavahy were accordingly drawn in from 
Todd's tavern and the Brock road in front' of the Furnaces, 
and the enemy's cavalry followed them. In the morning of 
the 7th, Custer drove such of the enemy's cavalry force as 
were at the Furnaces to Todd's tavern, where General Sheri- 
dan with Gregg's and Merritt's divisions attacked Stewart's 
whole cavalry force, Hampton's and Fitzhugh Lee's divisions, 
and drove them along the Spottsylvania road and also back 
upon the Shady Grove Church road (Catharpin road), Fitz- 
hugh Lee's division along the Brock road, and Hampton's 
along the Catharpin. They had constructed barricades and 
rifle-pits, which were charged and captured. The drawing 
. in of the cavalry the day before did not oblige them to fight 
on disadvantageous ground on the 7th, nor under any other 
adverse condition. 

To return to the infantry corps of the aimy. On the 
morning of the 7th, reconnoissances were made of the 
enemy's position, which was found to be well intrenched : 
pai-t of it ran along the open ground of the Hagerson, Chew- 
ning, and Tapp farms ; artillery was placed not only where 
the ground was open, but at other portions of the line. The 
average distance apart of the lines of the two armies was 
about three-quarters of a mile. To attack a position of such 
character, situated as this was, covered by a tangled forest 
that inevitably disordered the attacking forces as they ad- 
vanced, was not judicious ; it promised no success. General 
Grant therefore decided to continue the movement by the 
left flank, with a view to a general engagement in the more 
open country. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, the bridge at Germanna 
Ford was taken up, and relaid at Ely's Ford, for the passage 
of the ambulance train containing the wounded, who were to 
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T)e sent to WaBliingtoii hy theJJrange and Alesamlria Bail- 
road. In the course of tbe day tlieir dsstination was changed, 
and they were aubsequently sent to Washiogton by way o£ 
Frederickaburg. 

According to the reports of the Medical Director of the 
Army of the Potomac, Surgeon Thomas A. McParlin, from 
May i to December 31, 186i (see pages 148-178, Appetidix 
to First Fart of the " Medical and Surgical History of the 
"War," and also the tables of killed, wounded, and missing 
ia Part First, Surgical Volume), the number of wounded of 
the Army of the Potomac in tlie battle of the 'Wilderness 
was 9,102, not inclading the Ninth Corps (see pages 151 and 
152, Appendix). This 1 believe to be more correct than any 
other statement we have of the nnmber of wounded in that 
battle. In the same report it ia stated that the number of 
wounded according to the regimental reports was 10,805, 
bat that subaeciuent reports rendei-ed it pi-obablo that that 
number was erroneons. The number of killed, according to 
the regimental reports, was 2,009, which nnmber is nndoubt- 
odly very nearly accurate. The number of missing according 
to the regimental records was 2,902. This is the nnmber 
famished by the Adjutant-General of the army to General 
Badeau, and includes the missing of the Ninth Corps. 

The casualties in General Burnside's Ninth Corps were, 
Mcording to Ms report, 256 killed and 1,118 wouaded. 
Xhese added to the regimental reports of killed and the 
medical reports of wounded, we have for the casualties of the 
Army of the Potomac and the Ninth Corps in the battle of 

'Ihe Wilderness 2,265 killed, 10,220 wounded, and 2,902 miss- 
ing. Total, 15,387. £illed and wounded, 12,485. General 

-Sumside's missing numbered 145.' 
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The woods look flre in manj places, and it is estimBted 
that 200 of our wounded periahed in the flamea and amoke. 

According to the tabnlar statement, Part First, " Medical 
and Surgical History of the War," the caanalties in the Army 
of Northern Virginia were 2,000 killed, 6,000 woimded, and 
3,400 miasing. The authority for this statement is not given, 
and I do not find anywhere records of the loss of that army 
in the ■Wilderness.' 

Concerning the difference of loss between the two armies, 
it must be recollected that the Army of the Potomac was the 
attacking party on the right and left, and that these attacks 
were continued and repeatedly renewed after Ewell and Hill 
had intreached. Ii is true that some c on nter-at tacks were 
made by the Army of Northern Virginia, or parts of it, upon 
Sedgwick, WarrLU, and Hancock, bnt it was when the posi- 
tions of those corps in the woods were well defined, though, 
with two exceptions, not intrenched, and when there was no 
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THE BATTLE OP THE WILDERNESS. IJ5 

uncertainty as to wLtire and how they were posted. The 
chief exceptional attack made against our troops intrenched 
was that against Hancock in the aftei'noon of May 6th, when 
his loss was small, that of the enemy severe. The other was 
the front attack of Early, late in the attemoon, and in the 
evening, when Gordon's flank attack was made. 

Besides the general ofBcers named, both sides lost many 
Talnable officers in this battle, and of those in the Army of 
the Potomac none were held in higher esteem for soldierly 
qualities than Major H. L. Abbott, of the Twentieth Mossa- 
chuaetta, a brilliant young' officer.' 

I have gone into more detail in the acconnt of this battia 
than I shall nndertake to give of those that are to follow, 
chiefly because it may serve to show what difficulties were 
encountered by the forces engaged in it, owing to the char- 
ftoter of the field on which it took place. Some of it« fea- 
tures were found in other of the battle-grounds of the two 
armies ; but, so tar as I know, no great battle over took 
place before on such ground.' But little of the combatants 
could bo seen, and its progress waa known to the senses 
chiefly by the rising and failing souuds of a vast musketry 
fire that continually swept along the lines of battle, many 
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miles in length, sounds which at times approached to the 
sublime. 

General Badeau, in his " Military Life of General Grant," 
appears to intimate that General Grant intended to bring on 
a general engagement on the 5th of May, in the preliminary 
position directed to be taken up in the order of march issued 
on the 4th. But that view is not consistent with the orders 
issued nor with what was best to do. Had he really wished 
to fight a battle on the 5th, the Second Corps, after cro88« 
ing at Ely's Ford on the 4th, should have moved out the 
Orange plank road to New Hope Church ; the Fifth Corps 
out the pike to Bobertson's tavern ; the Sixth Corps to Old 
Wilderness tavern ; and, on the morning of the 5th, to posi- 
tion between the Second and Fifth Corps ; Wilson's cavalry 
out the Orange plank road in advance of the Second Corps, 
and moving to the left at New Hope Church. That would 
have brought on a battle in more open and better ground 
for the Army of the Potomac than that of the Wilderness. 
Had Lee gone into the strong, intrenched position of Mine 
Bun, or had he withdrawn to it after the battle, we could 
have moved to turn his right as soon as the trains were suf- 
ficiently advanced to admit of it, and in doing so should 
have found still more open country. I do not perceive that 
there is anything to induce the belief that General Grant 
intended or wished to fight a battle in the Wilderness. His 
doing so was, under the circumstances, unavoidable, not a 
matter of choice. Further, it would have been strange if 
the Chief-of-Staff of the Army of the Potomac, whose special 
occupation concerned the operations of that army, its move- 
ments and battles and their object, should not have known 
of this intention if it had any existence. 




SPOrrsYLVANIA COURT HOUSE, 

Ab before stated, General Qmnt had determined to con- 
tinae the movement by the left, and in that view dii'ected 
General Meade to take position, by a nighfniarch, at Spott- 
sjlTonia Court Houiie with one corps, at Todd's tavern with 
another, and with a tliird at the intersection of the road from 
Piney Branch Church to Spottaylvania Court House, with^ 
the road from Alsop'a to the Old Court Hoaae ; Burnside to 
move to Piney Branch CiiiircL. These positions wore merely 
preliminaiy to further movement in a more southerly direc- 
tion, depeadent partly upon the course that General Lee 
should take. 

This movement required the trains to be set in motion 
about three o'clock in the afternoon of tlio 7th, ao as to 
dear the road for the troops, though it was apprehended 
that the people of the country would inform General Lee of 
it, and that he would readily surmise its object. 

In accordance with the project of General Grant, the army 
began to move at half-past eight in the evening ; General 
'Wanen by the Brock road toward Spottsylvania Court 
House, General Sedgwick by the pike and plank roads to 
Chancellorville, and thence by way of Aldrich's and Piney 
Branch Church toward the point designated in the order of 
march, the intersection of the two roads named ; but early 
tin the morning of the 8th he was directed to hold one divi- 
lon at that point, another at Piney Branch Church, and the 
3* 12 
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third midwa;- between the two. Bumside followed Sedg- 
wick, but early on the 8th he was directed to halt at Ald- 
rioh'a, where the Piney Branch Cburch road leaves the 
Fredericksbai'g plank road (aboat two miles from the 
ehntch), in order to cover the trains, Perrero'a division went 
to the trains, with which it remained Eeveral weeks. Han- 
cock followed Warren as far as Todd's tavern. The reserve 
artillery went to Piney Branch Church, the trains to that 
vicinity. General Sheridan was directed to have a sufficient 
force on the approaches (com the right to keep the corps 
commanders advised in time of the appearance of the 
enemy.' 

After overlooking, for a time, the commencement of the 
movement. General Meade, with General Grant, rode to 
General Hancock's headquarters on the Brock road, near 
the left of his line, to await there the arrival of the head of 
Warren's column, and about eleven o'clock set out for Todd'a 
tavern, in advance of the Fifth Corps, reaching there about 
midnight.' 

Arrived at Todd's tavern General Meade found Gregg's 
cavalry diviaion there, Merritt's being further forward oa the 
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road to Spottsylvaaia Court House. Thej had not yet re- 
ceiTed their orders, and Genewil Meade at one a.m. directed 
Merritt to move hia command at once beyond Spottsyl- 
vania Court House, placing one brigade at the Block House, 
which is at the intersection ol the Shady Grove Church 
road with the old Court House road, a mile and a half 
west of the Court House, and a mile east of the Shady Grove 
road bridge over the Po River, He was to picket the roads 
approaching the Court House, and to dispose of the other 
brigades to cover the traios. He was to open the Brock 

lad beyond the Court House for the infantry corps, closely 

illowing him on its way to occupy that place. Gregg he 
fllrected to move immediately to the vicinity of Corbin'a 
bridge and watch the roads approacliing from Parker's 
atoi-e, and when the Second Corps reached Todd's tavern, to 
Bend ft force on the Brock road to watch it in the direction 
of the Wilderness. General Sheridan was notified at tha 
Bome hour of these orders. 

At five A.M. General 'WaiTiin informed General lyteado that 
the head of hie column reached General Merritt's head- 
qtiarters (about a mile east of Todd's tavern) at half-past 
three a.m., that Merritt's troops had then already moved to 
clear the road, and that he, General Warren, had massed hia 
troops there as they came up to rest, for the march on a 
dark night by a. narrow road running through woods had 
much fatigued them ; that at the hour of his writing Gea- 
eral Merritt had been engaged some time. 

General Fitzhngh Lee'a cavalry division was on the road, 
which they had Itarricaded by felling trees across it, and 
disputed evei7 foot of ground, and in the darkness of night 
General Merritt found it exceedingly difficult to make any 
ptogreas. At six a.m. General Warren, upon an intimation 
from General Merritt that his infantry coold push tho 
enemy faster than he could, ordered an advance of his corps. 
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General Robinson's division now leading. In reporting this 
General Warren added, '* It is difficult to do mach with troops 
in an expeditious manner in these dense woods." The same 
obstacles continued until about half -past eight o'clock, when 
Bobinson's division emerged from the woods into the open 
ground of Alsop'3, about two and a half miles from the 
Court House. Here the Brock road forks, uniting again at 
the end of a mile. Bobinson advanced along the left hand 
fork to the junction of the two, Lyle's brigade on the left, 
Dennison's on the right, Coulter's, formerly Baxter's, brigade 
on the left rear. At the junction of the forks the line was 
reformed in column of regiments, and advanced along the 
road in open ground, a strong line of skirmishers in fronts 
to within two or three hundred yards of the wood which the 
road entered, when suddenly a severe musketry and artillery 
fire was opened upon their front and right from an intrench- 
ment just inside the edge of the wood. This staggered 
them, and in a short time they fell back to the shelter of the 
woods in their rear. The Maryland brigade took up a 
position in the edge of the wood and checked the further 
advance of the enemy, who followed them after turning the 
left of Lyle's brigade, which had held on close to the enemy's 
intrenchment under the shelter of a steep crest. General 
Bobinson was severely wounded at the first fire, while lead- 
ing his men. Prisoners taken showed this force of the 
enemy to be Kershaw's and Humphreys's brigades of Ker- 
shaw's division. Their intrenchments were slight, but gave 
sufficient cover to the men. They were at the intersection 
of the Brock road by the old Court House road, and about 
a mile and a half from Spottsylvania Court House and the 
same distance from the Shady Grove Church road bridge 
over the Po. 

In the meantime Griffin took the right fork, Bartlett in 
line of battle in advance, Ayres and Sweitzer marching on 
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the rood. When Eartlett got half way across the opca 
ground of Alsop, he also cama under the flre of the enemy's 
infantry and artillery soon after Robinson, and with aearly 
sioular renults, but by the personal exertions of General 
GrifBn, who led Lis division in person, and of GeneralB 
Bartlett and Ayres, the men reformed quickly under cover 
of Ayres's brigade, who were in a sunken part of the road ; 
aaii Griffin again advanced, taking up the line afterward 
held for several days. Crawford came up oa his left, driv- 
ing the enemy out of the wooda there. Field's division of 
Longstreet's corps had been coming up all this time, and 
taking part in the fight; they began now to push through 
^^- the pinsH on Griffin's right, threatening that flank. But 
^^LOntler came up : his division hul had several hours' rest and 
^^KVere in good condition. Forming in a ravine, they advanced 
^^B^in fine style, drove the enemy out of the woods on Orilfic's 
right, and established their line so as to connect with his. 
The position now held by the corps was intrenched. It was 
bom two to four hundred yards distant from that of the 
enemy. At half-past twelve p.m. General Warren reported 
that he had pushed back the enemy, but had not quite 
gained the junction of the Brock and Catharpin roads 
(Shady Grove Church road he meant, not the Oatharpin) ; 
that General Wright had, at his req^uest, come up to his 
BUpport ; that the straggling had been heavy, the men, 

t wounded and tired, falling out of the ranks into the woods ; 
that he had encountered a division of cavalry {Fitzbugh 
IiSe's) and two divisions of Longsti'eet'a corps, from whom 
be had taken prisoners; that Longstreet's men stated that 
mf^ had left their trenches the night before at eleven 
^look. 
Turning now to the Second Corps, we find that the troops 
in front of Hancock occupied the road all night, and for 
that reason the head of his column did not march until after 



G2 THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OF '54 AND "65. 

daylight, reachiiig Todd's tavern about nine o'clock in tha 
morning, and relieving Gregg's division of cavalry, whioh wax 
holding that point, his skirmishers engaged tcUk the enemas 
cavalry 171 front of the tavern. The Second Corps was placed 
in position and intrenched here. 

About 11 A.U. Oolonel Miles was sent to make a recon- 
noissanee on the Gatharpio road toward Corbin'a bridge 
(abont two miles distAnt) with his ow-n brigade and one ol 
Gregg's cavalry brigades and a battery. Upon his occupy- 
ing a wooded crest facing the river and half a niile from it, 
the enemy, Hampton's cavalry division, on the high ground 
on the opposite bank of the river, opened npon him with ar- 
tillery. He remained here until ordered to return later in 
the day. 

We have now to trace the movement of the Army of 
Northern Virginia daring the night of the 7th and on the 
8tb. 

On the afternoon of the 7th, General Lee, informed of 
the movement oi onr trains, and partly surmising its object, 
directed General B. H. Anderson, now in command of Long- 
street's corpt), to move to Spottsylvnnia Court House, and in 
the official diary of the First Corps it is stated that the corps 
took up the line of march for the Court House at eleven 
o'clock that night. General Bratfon, commanding a brigade 
Q Field's division, says in his report that orders to move 
were received at nine o'clock in the evening. The right of 
the corps rested opposite Hancock's left, and from that 
point a road running south, at the end of two miles entered 
the Catharpin road between Todd's tavern and Corbin'a 
bridge. This road the corps followed, and afber crossing 
Oorbin's bridge, took the Shady Grove Church road to 
Spottsylvania Court House, crossing the Po a second time 

Q the biidge a mile west of the Block House and two and a 
half miles west of the Court House. This bridge the head 
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(eJ the eoluma reached about daylight of the 8th.' Their 
route was about thi'ee milea shorter than General Warren's, 
who, when he arrived at General Merritt'a headquarters, at 
half-past three in the morning, Lad marched as far as they 
had when arriving at the point where their leading troopa 
met those of General Warreu between nine and ten o'clock 
in the morning. They had the additional advantage of not 
enoountxring on their route an enemy's barricades and other 
obatructiona in n thick wood, and of resting an hour at day- 
light where they could find water and fuel, and get some- 
thing to eat and drink : smaU matters, those not familiar 
with campaigning may perhaps think, but nevertheless im- 

■ portant, as every soldier knows.' 
Kershaw was in advance after the rest, and finding Fitz- 
hogit Lee engaged, turned off rapidly to the left with his 
leading brigades, Kershaw's and Humphreys's, after they had 
crossed the Block House bridge, and occupied some cover 
made by the cavalry. They were followed quickly by Field's 
division, and with the result already told. The other two 
brigades of Kershaw's division, "Wofibrd's and Bryan's, were 
sent to the Court House, and with some of Fitzhugh Lee's 
cavalry drove off General Wilson's cavalry division. This 
division leaving Aldrich's on the Fredericksburg road at 5 
A.M. had, at an eorly hour, encountered Wickham's brigade of 
Fitzhugh Lee's division in Spottaylvania Court House, and 
driving it from the town had bald the place two hoars when 
General Wilson was recalled by General Sheridan. The force 
already mentioned was moving against him at the same time. 
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On the night of the 7th General Eweil was ordered to ex- 
tend his right, and if at daylight he found no large force in 
his front to follow General Anderson to Spottaylvaiiia Conrt 
House. Thia was done, the corps moving past Parker's 
store, and on the longest route taken by Lee's troops. On 
ths march General Early was assigned to tlie command of 
Hill's corps, Gordon to the command of Early's division, and 
some transfers of brigades were made among Ewell's divisions, 
Mahone had succeeded to the commaud of Anderson's divi- 
sioD of Hill's corps. General Ewell says the march was dis- 
tressing from the intense heat, the thick dust, and the smoke 
from burning woods ; and that his troops reached Spottsyl- 
vania Court House about 5 f.u., just in time for Bodes's divi- 
sion to repel (he says] an attempt to turn AndetEon's right, 
which rested on the road : tlie Brock road is meant. 

General Early states that General Lee'e orders to him were 
to move by Todd's tnvem along the Brock road to Spottayl- 
vania Court House as soon as his front was clear of the 
enemy : that in order to get into that road he was obliged to 
reopen an old one leading from Hill's right, by which he 
was enabled to take a cross-road leading into the road from 
Todd's tavern to Shady Grove Church (the Catharpin road),' 
his trains and artillery, escept one battalion, going around 
by Shady Qrove ; that when about a mile from the Catharpin 
road the enemy's cavalry vedettes were encountered by him, 
and Mahone's division was thrown forward to develop the 
enemy's force and position ; that Muhone encountered a body 
of infantry on that road, about a mile from Todd's tavern, 
and had a brisk engagement with it, caueiug it to fall back 
rapidly toward Todd's tavern, and at the same time General 
Hampton moved with his cavalry on his, Early's, right, and 
struck the enemy on the flank and rear, but on account of 
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thsii (the Confederates'! want of knowledge of the conntry, 
and the approaoh of darkness, the enemy was enabled to 
make bin escape. This affair showed him that the Axray of 
the Potomao held Todd's tavern and the Brock road and 
that his march as ordered conld not lie continned. He 
halted for the night on the Catharpin road a mile from, the 
tavem. 

Let ns see what General Hancock eajB of this. He states 
thftt at half-past one o'clock he sent Gibbon half way to 
Spottaylvania Court Honse to support Wai'ren and Sedg- 
wick ; that when General Miles was returning from his re- 
oonnoissance at 5.30 p. «., be was attacked by Mahone's 
brigade (division), which was marching toward Spotteylvanigr 
Court House. A brigade from Barlow's division was sent to 
his support, and the corps held ready to move. At this 
time be was inXonned that the enemy's infantry was also ad- 
vancing along the Brock road against his right, information 
which be afterward ascertained by reconnoiasance to be er- 
roneous, and ho directed General Miles to retire slowly to the 
main line of battle at Todd's tavern. This movement, he 
says, was executed with great skill and success by that officer, 
who, while accomplishing it, repelled two spirited attacks of 
the enemy, inflicting severe loss upon him. After the second 
repulse of the enemy, he withdrew Miles to Todd's tavern. 

To resume the general narrative. At one o'clock General 
Meade ordered General Sedgwick to move to Spottsytvania 
Court House and nnite with Gen eml Warren in an immediate 
and vigorous attack upon the enemy. Of this General Han- 
cock was notified. The arrangements tor the attack of the 
Fifth and Sixth Corps were not completed until late in the 
afternoon, and it was then only partial, and not determined 
and vigorous. The ground was new to everyone, and the 
troops were tired. It was also made too late in the day to be 
followed up advantageously if successfuL Some advance 
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was made by a part of the Sixth Corps, and Penrose's New 
Jersey brigade of Wright's division, leading the advance in 
open ground, was repnlsed by a sharp fire from the wood in 
their front. A little lateVj toward dusk, General Crawford 
passed over the open ground into the woods beyond— he had, 
it appears, passed the right of Longstreef s corps, and had 
come upon Eodes's division of Ewell's corps unexpectedly to 
them, while they were moving by a flank, and forced them 
back three-quarters of a mile, it ia stated, taking some pris- 
oners. After nightfall Crawford fell back to the line of the 
corps. Ewell, after stating that his troops reached Spottayl- 
vania Court House just in time for Bodes to repel an attempt 
to turn Anderson's right, adds that Bodes advanced nearly 
half a mile, when his left coming upon strong works was 
checked, and he was forced to halt; that Johnson's division 
formed on his right and Gordon remained in reserve. Both 
sides now continued to intrench. 

At 1 P.M., by order of General Grant, General Sberidui 
was directed to concentrate his available mounted force and 
move against the enemy's cavalry, and when his supplies 
were exhausted to proceed to James River, commnnicata 
with General Bntler, procure supplies, and retnTn to the 

At the same hour an order of movement southward wan 
prepared by direetiou of General Grant, the Second aud 
Fifth Corps to move via Block House, Peauy's tavern, Mount 
Pleasant, Three Cornered Handkerchief, and Waller's Church 
to Dabney's mills on the North Anna ; the Sixth Corps 
and reserve artillery to move vin Spottswood Court House, 
Mattapony Chnrch, Green Branch, and New Market to Dav- 
enport's Ford on the North Anna, near Dabney's mills ; the 
main trains, followed by the Ninth Corps, to move via Al- 
so p's, Gates's, Anderson's, Smith's mill, Stannard's mill, 
Mud tavern, and Bound Oak Church to Childsburg— the 
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time of movement to be determined afterward. This order 
'waa not iaaued, as, later in tlie day, it was found l.liftt Lee 
iras concentrating hia whole army at Spottsylvaniii Court 
House. 

General Biidean, in describing the movement to Spottay!- 
vania Court House, in hia "Military Lite of General Grant," 
dwells somewhat upon what he calls Meade's blanders, by 
which, according to him, Spottsylvania Court House was 
lost to OB, Describing the three bridges across the Po con- 
nected with this movement, Oorbin's bridge, the bridge a 
mile west of the Block House (and two and a half miles 
West of the Court Honse), and Bnell's bridge (two and a half 
miles south of the Court House), he says : 

These bridges were of tbe fimt importance, (or they oommanded 
Lee's only spproscbes to Spottaylvaniai, snd Sheridoii, who bad been 
ordered la keep a good looknnt tonacd (he enem;, diaposeil his foice bo 
» to soeara all three positione. Wileon was ordered to advance on the 
left, b; the Frederiokabnrg road, to take possessioD of the Court Honse, 
and then move into position at StiQll'ii bridge ; nhile Gregg andMenitt 
on the right were direoted to proceed to the same point, croaring the Po 
at Corbyn'a bridge and then adiitnoe by Shady Grove and the Block 
Honae road. 

" Had these orders been earned out." he gooa on, " every avenne to 
Spottsylvania would have been oloaod to the rebel army." He oon- 
iJDnei: "Bat Meade arrived at Tudd'H tavern at midnight, where 
Qregg and Merritt were bivonacked. Sheridan's orders had not yet ar- 
rived, and Meade at once iesned new and difTerent onea, Gregg being 
almply iiiBtmoted to move to tbe vieintby of Corbyn's bridge and watch 
the roads from Parker's store, while Merritt was ordered to open the 
Block rood to Spottsylvania; Snell'a bridge and that on tbe Block 
Hooie, the moat Importiuit points of all, being niter]y ignored. Meade, 
indeed directed Merritt to place a brigade at the Block House, and to 
picket the roads leading to the Court Honse; but the Block House 
wu a mile from the bridge, which wan not mentioned in the order, and 
onebrigade aonld hardly withatand tbe rebel army. Sheridaa bad ar- 
dned hro diviiiona to hold these pointa." 
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Let us see what the orders of General Sheridan say 
(Badean does not give a copy of them), the time when 
they were issued, the hour at which the three cavaky 
divisions were to move, and whether the roads they were di- 
rected to take were open to them at that time, or at the time 
when General Sheridan's orders were received by them, or» 
indeed, written. As to Snell's bridge, it was rather too far 
out of the way to be used by Lee in approaching the vicin- 
ity of the Court House and he did not use it. There was 
another bridge nearer, close to the Old Court House, which 
Lee did use for his trains, but which General Badeau does 
not mention and apparently knows nothing about. 

The instructions of General Sheridan, issued at 1 A.M. of 
the 8th, are comprised in those to Gregg, which are as fol- 
lows : 

"May 8th; 1 A.M. 
"Move with your command at 5 a.m., on the Catharpin road, cross- 
ing at Corbin's bridge, and taking position at Shady Grove Church. 
General Merritt will follow you, and at Shady Grove Church will take 
the left hand, or Block House road, moving forward and taking up 
position at that point [viz.. Block House]. Immediately after he haa 
passed, you will move forward with your division, on the same road, to 
the crossing of Po River, where you will take up position supporting 
General Merritt. General Wilson with his division will march from 
Alsop^s by way of Spottsylvania Court House and the Gate to Snell*s 
bridge, where he will take up position. . . . The infantry march 
to Spottsylvania to-night." 

The first point to note in this order in connection with 
Badeau's criticisms is that Merritt is directed to take posi- 
tion at the Block Hoxise, not at the bridge, and that Gregg is 
to take up position at the bridge and support Merritt — that 
is, he was to look east, not west. 

The next point to note in the same connection is that the 
cavalry were to move at daylight, 5 a.m., of the 8th. But 
the Fifth Corps was expected to be in its position at Spott- 
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sylvania Court House by daylight of the 8th, and wonld 
have been hot for the preseuce of Fitzhngh Lee on the 
Brock road. Next, had Gregg and Menitt moved from 
Todd's tavern on the rond to Covbin's bridge at any time on 
the night of the 7th, or on the morning of the 8th, they 
wonld have found themaelvea opposed by Hampton's cavalry 
division (jnst as Merritt was opposed by Fitzhugh Lee's on 
the Brock road), for Hampton fell back on that road after 
the engagement at Todd's tavern on the 7th, and held it. 
Moreover, by one o'clock in the morning of the 8th Long- 
street's corps also occupied the roads on which Gregg and 
Merritt were ordered to move to the Block Honae, and to 

tthe Shady Grove road bridge over the Po. Had they at- 
tempted to carry out their orders to move that way, and had 
"they succeeded in getting rid of Hampton, they would have 
found Longstreet's corps between them and the points they 
were ordered to occupy. "Had these orders been caiTied 
oat,' Badeau says, meaning that Meade prevented them from 

^ being carried oat by issuing others, "every avenue to Spott- 
j^ylvania would have been closed to the rebel array," while, 
In fact, before the orders were issued the Confederate troops 
Tleld every avenue to Spottsylvanift that they desired to close 
against US and to occupy themselves.' 

It has been already stated that there was reason to appre- 
hend that Lee would surmise the object of the movement of 
our trains in the afternoon of the 7th, and tlte two armies 
were so close to each other that the fact of our being in mo- 
tion early in the night could scarcely be concealed from 
him. That Lee would use the Shady Grovo road to make 
corresponding movements was anticipated. 

The orders of General Meade to General Merritt directed 
him, while retaining one brigade at the Block House, to 
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open the road beyond the Oiurt House with two of liis bri- 
gades ; the brigade at the Block House w&a expected to 
have Bome force at the Block House bridge on the WBtcb ; 
it was with, that view that it was ordered there. All these 
roads were to be picketed so as to give early intelligence to 
the Fifth Corps of the approach of Lee's troops. As to 
Meade'a not having knowledge of the existence of the Block 
House (Shady Grove road) bridge and of Snell's bridge, 
those and other bridges were marked on our maps, the 
name of Snell's bridge being written in red ink on Bome of 
the earlier editions which General Meade and myself used, 
and printed on the later editions. He could not have failed 
to know of them, and as to the Block House bridge, I have 
a distinct recollection of my referring, when he had written 
Merritt's order, to the neceasity of having some force at that 
bridge ; and of his replying that the object of the order was 
so plain that Merritt would certainly have such force there. 
General Meade himself wrote and signed the orders to Mer- 
ritt and Gregg and the notification to General Sheridan. 

Fitzhugh Lee's presence on the Brock road prevented our 
gaining Spottsylrania Court House. So long as it was dork 
General Warren's infantry could have made but little more 
progi'ess against Fitzhugh Lee than Merritt's cavalry did, 
and the final result would have been the same whether he 
or Merritt had the advance. The presence of Fitzhugh 
Lee's cavalry on the Brock road, and Hampton's cavalry 
and Longstreet's corps on the Sliady Grove road, settled the 
question as to who should fli-st hold the Court House with 
infantry, whatever might have been the disposition of our 
cavalry. The distance from the Wilderness to SpottsylYanift 
Court House was about the same, by the routes followed, 
for both armies, though Hancock's left was nearer to it by 
two or three miles than Longstreet's right, measured by the 
shortest route the latter could fallow. 
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There was nothing in the aite of Spottsylvania Couit 
i that gave it special military strength. Its military 
importance was derired £rom its proximity to the Eichmond 
and Fredericksbnrg Railroad and the stage anil telegraph 
roads between these towns. Roads also radiated Irom it in 
all ditections, including a good wagon-road to Richmond. 

I Bnt anfflciently good roads southward lay open to ua on 

I either side of it, by which, if we did not attack in front, we 

I could hare moved to turn either flank. 

' Very early in the morning of the 9th General Early was 
ordered to Spottsylvania Court House by way of the Shady 
Grove road, and took position in the afternoon close to and 
east of the Court House, covering the rood to Fredericks- 
burg, where he intrenched. During the day Loe rectified 
his lines, intrenched carefully, and put artillery in position. 
General Hancock was directed to move up to the right of 
the Fifth Corps, where he took position and intrenched on 
high ground overlooking the Fo and the Sliady Grove road 
floath of it. In the afternoon Motl'a division was sent to 

Lthe left of the Sixth Corpa. 

I No active operations were undertaken against the eoemy 

P,oii the 9th ; the army was allowed to rest. The Fifth and 
Sixth Corps readjusted their lines, threw up intrenchmenta, 
strengthened those already made, and put artillery in posi' 
tion. The akirmitihers and sharpshooters were very active 
on both sides, and in the moi-ning General Sedgwick was 
killed close to the intrenchments at the right of his corps, 
but not under cover, at the point where the forks of the 

»I0ad in Alsop's field unite. He was liighlj esteemed, being 
a modest, courageous, honest-hearted man. General Wright 
ancceedjd to the command of the corps. 

The skirmishers of the Fifth and Sixth Corps were pushed 
forward so as to develop the position and character of the 
enemy's works, and ascertain where they were probably vnl- 
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nerable. This work was continned by both those corps on 

the 10th. » 

« 

Early in the morning of the 9th, Oeneral Bnmside moved 
with the Ninth Corps from Aldrich*s, on the Orange and 
Fredericksburg plank road, to Oate's honse, on the road from 
Spottsylvania Court House to Fredericksburg, and then 
toward the Court House, crossing the Ny at Oate's house (a 
mile and a half from the Court House) with Willcox's divi- 
sion, and encountering a force of dismounted cavalry and a 
brigade of Longstreet*s corps, according to General Bum- 
side's report. About midday Stevenson's division arrived, a 
portion of which was also thrown across the river, while 
Potter's division following was held near Alsop's, about a 
mile back from the Ny. 

Some description of Lee's intrenched position may be 
necessary to the comprehension of the operations that fol- 
lowed. The principal roads leading to the Court House 
have been already noted, as well as the general position of 
Longstreet's, Ewell's, and Hill's corps. 

Longstreet's corps occupied a line running from the river 
Po in a general direction, a little north of east, and about a 
mile and a quarter long in a straight line, not following the 

1 From an examinafcioii of the Report of the Medical Director of the Army of the 
Potomac, Surgeon McParlin, pp. 153-178, Appendix to Part First, Medical and 
bit*efor]cal History of the War, I And that the number of wounded of the cavalry 
on the mo^^tqg ^f ^jje 8th of May was 260 ; the number of the wounded of the 
Fifth Corps on wt,^8th and 9th of May, nearly all on the 8th, was 1,419. The 
wounded of the Seconu^ »r,^ sixth Corps on those days was about 150 each, mak- 
ing a total of 1,969 wounded, xw^icinpr the mean between one-fourth and une- 
fifth of this number, for the number oi r^iUed, a proportion which I have found 
to be very nearly correct, we have about 44o » killed, and a total loss of kiUed and 
wounded on those days ot about 2,412. The nSf^mber of missis wt^small. 

Of the General olBcers, General Robinson, Fiftch 00*8, was sever^fcr wounded 
on the 8th ; General Sedgwick killed, and General Morris, Sixth Corps^jronnded 
on the 9th. On the Confederate side, Brigadier-General Hays, Johnson's 
was wounded on the 9th. 

I have not found a statement of the killed, wounded, and missing of the^ 
federate force. 
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Tarying dii'eciiona and sinuosities of tlie intrenchments. Its 
left rested on the Po, opposite the right of the Fifth Corps, 
in high, open ground, about oue-tliird of a mile, in a straight 
Une, above the Shady Grove road bridge, which its artillery 

■ 4>oyered. The intrenchments here lay for one -third of a mile 
on the elevated, open ground of Perry's farm, having in 
front of them, at varying distances, in. no place exceeding 
two hnndred yards, a belt of wood, chiefly on the descend- 
ing slope of the plateaa, which wood intervened between 
them and the intrenchments of the right of the Fifth Corps, 
though not extending to those intrenchments. The line 
then ran throngh this belt of wood and along its outer edge 
on the Spindler farm to the junction of the Brook and Block 
^B;Koase roads, around which was the open ground of Spin- 
^K4Ier'a farm. This part of the line, from the Fo to the Brock 
» 1 road, was occupied by Field's division of Longstreot's corps. 
On the right of the Brock road the intTenchmeut ran. through 
woods (which were slashed in part) in a northeast direction 
for the space of half a mile, entering then the open grotmd 
of Harrison's farm. This part was occupied by Kershaw'a 
division, whose right extended beyond the left of the Fifth 
Corps, The line now ran nearly north for half a mile, chiefly 
through wood, which was slashed, some part being in open 
groand, where there were abatis. Rodes's division of 
E well's corps occupied this part of the line, his right 
(Doles's brigade) resting at what was afterward known as 
the bloody angle. From this angle the line ran along the 
outer edge of a wood in a nearly east direction (a little north 
of east) for about four hundred yards, having in front of 
it for a long distance the open groand of Landron's and 
Brown's farms ; it terminated at a high, open point, which, 

Kneral Ewell says, if held by the enemy, would have en- 
,ed their artillery to command our line. Six. or eight 
aa were in position at this angle. This east and west line 
xii.— 1 



74 THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OF ^64 AND 'CS. 

is nsnally termed the salient, bnt should be called its apex. 
The intrenchments turned here at this high, open x>oint, 
making a second angle which has been sometimes con- 
founded with the west angle, and ran nearly south six 
or seven hnndred yards, having fairly open ground in 
front and the wood about the McCool honse in rear. Gen- 
eral Johnson's division of Ewell's corps held the intrench- 
ments from Bodes's right along the apex of the salient, and 
along a part of its east face for the distance of six or 
seven hundred yards. Walker's (Stonewall) brigade was 
on the left of Johnson's division, then York's (formerly Staf- 
ford's), then Terry's (formerly Jones's), whose right was at 
the east angle, the high open point which he held. Stew- 
art's brigade held from the east angle south toward HilL 
Gordon's division was held in reserve. 

Hill's corps, on Ewell's right, occupied a line running 
nearly south, and terminating south of the road from Spott- 
sylvania Court House to Fredericksburg. The interval be- 
tween Ewell and Hill was occupied by skirmishers. The 
ground in front of Hill was broken and wooded over the 
third of its length adjoining E well's line ; for the remaining 
distance the ground was open. In a straight line the dis- 
tance from the left to the right of Hill's corps was, at this 
time, about a mile and a half — by the line of intrenchments 
more. From Rodes's left centre to Hill's left an intrenoh- 
ment cutting off the northerly part of the salient (or the 
" two angles," as General Ewell terms it) was built and occu- 
pied by Gordon's division, but some batteries of the Sixth 
Corps enfilading this line, his division was placed near the 
junction of Kershaw's and Rodes's divisions in order to sup- 
^ port either. Artillery, giving flank as well as direct fire, 
was placed in position throughout these intrenchments, and 
wherever they were subject to the enfilade fire of our artil- 
erly they were well traversed. Where there was wood in 
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front of tliem ib naa elasked, where the ground tv 
there was abatis. 

On the 10th the intrenchments on the enemy's left were 
extended a mile west of the Po, on the high, open ground 
of Gravea'a farm, in order to cover the Shady GroTe road, 
and an additionAl intrenchment vraa ttirown up early in the 
momiitg of the 10th in similar ground on the eaat bank of 
the Po, to hold the Shady Grore crossing of that atream. 
Xiater on, the intrenchments eaat of the Court Honae were 
extended about two miles south of it, the extreme light rest- 
ing on the Po at Snell's bridge. 

It will be perceived from this brief sketch of Lee'a in- 
fa«nchments, that, from the vicinity of the intersection of 
the Brock aud Block House roads, where the advanced in- 
fantry troops of the armies first came in contact, his line 
formed a salient projecting' a mile to the north, with a width 
of haK a mile from the west to the east face. The eastern half 
or more of the salient was covered by wood ; in the western 
part was the open ground of Harrison's and McGool'a farms. 
West of the salient these intrenchments extended in a direc- 
tion a little south of west about two miles, as alre^y de- 
scribed, covering the chief road leading west from the Court 
House and the crossing of the Fo by that road, while on the 
right of the salient its easterly face was extended a mile 
south, and subsequently two miles further, to Snell's bridge 
the Po. 

With such intrenchments aa these, having artillery 
lughout, with flank fire along their lines wherever prac- 
tioable, and with the rifled muskets then in nso, which were 
as effective at three hundred yards as the smooth-bore mus- 
kets at sixty yards,' the strength of an army sustaining at- 
tack was more than quadrupled, provided they had force 
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enongh to man the intrenchments weU. In fact there is 
scarcely any measure by which to gange the increased 
strength thereby gained. Much the greater part of this in- 
trenchment was concealed by wood, which in some places 
was scrubby and dense. The enemy's skirmish lines and 
sharpshooters were very active in trying to keep off all our 
attempts to examine them closely. Our own skirmishers 
were pressed against them, and in many places forcing them 
back into, or close to their works, gave the opportunity for 
quick examination, and furnished the information upon 
which our assaults were made. 

The report of General Burnside to General Grant on the 
9th, of the force he had encountered on the Fredericksburg 
road, seeming to indicate that Lee was moving in the direc- 
tion of Fredericksburg, General Hancock was directed to 
examine the Po with a view to crossing it. From Oorbin's 
bridge to the left of Hancock's corps the course of the Po is 
about east ; it then turns and runs south about two and a 
half miles, when it again runs easterly. In front of Hancock 
its course was east, having the Shady Grove road running 
parallel to it at the distance of a mile. It was determined 
that Hancock should cross the river in his front and make a 
reconnoissance in force along the Shady Grove road on the 
enemy's left, crossing the river again by the Shady Grove 
road bridge or below it, with a view to turning and attacking 
the enemy's left. 

Hancock says that at six o'clock in the morning, in accord- 
ance with instructions from the Commanding General, he 
directed Birney, Barlow, and Gibbon to cross the stream, 
which they did at three different points, Gibbon being the 
furthest down and opposite the left of the position of the 
Second Corps. The passage was difficult, owing to the depth 
of the water and the thick undergrowth of the banks. The 
resistance to Birney was stubborn, but not so to Barlow, 
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Bud to Gibbon theie was none. After the crossing, tlireo 
pontoon bridges were laid bj General Hancock, one at Bar- 
low's crossing and two near Gibbon's. The river was fifty 
feet wide and not fordable. The troops were pushed for- 
ward toward the Block House bridge, bat night coming on, it 
■was impracticable to keep the skirmish line movinp; through 
the dense woods in the darkness, though a portion of it 
reached the stream and ascertained that it was too deep to 
ford. General Hancock was compelled to wait until morn- 
ing, though anxious to secure the Block House bridge and 
cross before halting. 

Late in the night orders were issued from the headquarters 
of the Army of the Potomac for the operations of the next 
day. General Hancock was to endeavor to ascertain the po- 
sition and force of the enemy in his front and the localion of 
liis left flank, and hold his corps ready to odvanoa against 
the enemy ; the Sixth Corps to feel in like manner for the 
enemy's intrenchments in his front, General Mott to hold 
his division ready to move to General Bumside upon healing 
heavy firing in that direction. 

At early dawn on the 10th, a close examination was made 
by Hancock of the Block Honse bridge, with the design of 
farcing a passage over it, but the enemy was found in strong 
foroe on the opposite bank in intrenchments which com- 
manded the bridge and its approaches, and General Hancock 
icluded not to attempt to carry the bridge, but sent 

rooke's brigade of Barlow's division down the river to as- 
certain what could be effected there.' General Birney was 
directed to senil a small force out on the Andrews's tavern 
road to cover Brooke's movement. Brooke crossed the Po 
about half a mile below the bridge, and pushing forward a 

M.j9th, "At night 
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detaoliment a sbort diatance, discovered the enemy's line of 
strong earthworks occnpied by artillery and inlnntry. 

At this time General Hancock received a despatch from 
General Meade, dated 10 a.m., directing him to transfer two 
divisions to General Warren's position, and arrange with 
General Warren to make a vigorous attack on the enemy's 
line at live o clock, the remaining division to be so disposed 
as to keep up his threatening attitude on the enemy's lett, but 
ia such manner that it could be promptly withdrawn to him 
if needed. General Wright and General Mott were ordered 
to attack at the same hour. General Warren was corre- 
epondingly instructed, and informed that General Hancock, 
in virtue of seniority, would command the combined opera- 
tions of the two corps. 

Accordingly Gibbon's division recrossed at once and 
formed on Warren's right ; Bimey's division followed, and 
wan massed in rear of Warren, leaving Barlow to hold the 
ground on the south side of the Po ; General Hancock pro- 
ceeded at once to examine the ground where the assanlt 
was to be made. When General Bimey began to withdraw, 
the tegimonts he had ordeted toward Andrews's tavern 
were attacked near Glady Boa and driven in, and it soon 
became evident that the enemy were advancing in force 
on Barlow's position. When General Meade was informed 
of this, he directed Barlow's division to be withdrawn to 
the north side of the Po, as he did not wish to bring on a 
battle at that time on the south side, General Hancock 
accordingly joined General Barlow and directed him 
to reoross the river. This withdrawal commenced about 
two o'clock. Brooke's and Brown's brigades were ia 
front (south) of the Shady Grove road ; Miles's and Smyth's 
brigades along the road, the left resting on a crest a few 
hundred paces from the Block House bridge. In rear 
of this line a broad open plain extended to the pontoa 
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bridges ; it was swept by the artiilerj of Field's left and of 
the intrenchments at the Block Honse bridge. Brooke's 
and Brown's brigades were withdrawn to the right and rear 
of Miles's and Smyth's brigades to a wooded erest, and lUules 
and Smyth retired to a crest in front of tiie ponton bridges. 
The enemy, Heth'a division of Hill's eoriia, nowadraneed and 
attacked Brooke and Brown with great vigor, but were met 
by a destructive flre that foroed them to fall back at once 
with, serere loss. They reformed and again attacked, press- 
ing forward close up to our line, but were again met by so 
deadly a flre that they again fell back with heavy loss. Dur- 
ing thia contest the woods took flro oa the right and rear of 
these two brigades, and approached so close that upon the 
aecond repulse of the enemy, Brooke and Brown were or- 
dered to retire across the river, which they did ia admirable 
order, under the artillery fire of the enemy already referred 
to, which swept the plain. The enemy seeing these troops 
retiring, again advanced, but were checked by their flre. 
The horses of one of Captain Arnold's guns became terrified 
and unmanageable by the flro of the woods, and wedged the 
gun BO firmly between two trees that it could not be extii- 
cated, and was lost— the ilrst gun, General Hancock says, last 
by the Second Corps. The loss o( these two brigades in 
killed and wounded was heavy. Some of the wounded per- 
ished in the flre of the woods. A heavy artillery fire between 
the guns of the Second Corps and of the enemy closed the 
operation. 

Cteueral Early says of this operation of the Second Corps, 
that " early on the morning of the 10th he was ordered to 
jnove one of his divisions back to cover the crossing of the 
Po on the Shady Grove road ; and to move with aaother to 
and left by the way of Spotteylvania Old Court 
Sooee, and drive back a column of the enemy which had 
the Po and taken po^esaioa of the Shady Grove 
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road," thus threatening their rear and endangering their 
trains, which were on the road leading from Louisa Conrt 
House past the Old Courthouse. Mahone's divisioD, he 
says, was sent to occupy the banks of the Fo on Field's left, 
while with Heth's division and a battalion of artillery he 
moved to the rear, crossing the Po on the Louisa Ck>urt 
House road, and then following that road until he reached 
one coming in from Waite's shop on the Shady Grove road. 
After moving about a mile on Waite's shop road, he con- 
tinues, he met Hampton gradually falling back before the 
enemy, who had pushed out a colunm of infantry consider- 
ably to the rear of the Confederate line. (This column was 
the regiments sent by Bimey to cover Brooke's right.) 
'* This column was, in turn," he says, ** forced back to the 
2)osition of the Shady Grove road, which was occupied by 
what was reported to be Hancock's corps. Following up 
and crossing a small stream (Glady Eun) just below a mill- 
pond, we succeeded in reaching Waite's shop (on the Shady 
Grove road), from whence an attack was made on the enemy, 
and the entire force which had crossed the Po was driven 
back with the loss of one piece of artillery, which fell into ^ 
our hands, and a considerable number in killed and 
wounded." "This," he says, "relieved us from a veiy 
threatening danger, as the position the enemy had attained 
would have enabled him to completely enfilade Field's posi- 
tion, and get possession of the line of our communications 
to the rear, within a very short distance of which he was, 
when met by the force which drove him back. In this af- 
fair Heth's division behaved very handsomely, all of the bri- 
gades (Cook's, Davis's, and Walker's) being engaged in the 
attack. General H. H. Walker had the misfortune to re- 
ceive a severe wound in the foot, which rendered amputation 
necessary, but otherwise our loss was slight." 
Intrenchments were thrown up from Field's left on the 
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Po, covering the Sliad;f Grove roftd for the space of a, mile, 
ia addition to those on the east bank, oovering the Block 
House bridge. General Hancock aajs, "The enemy re- 
garded this as a considerable victory, and General Eeth 
published a congratulatory order to hia troops, etc. Had 
not Barlow's fine dirision, then in full strength, received 
imperative orders to withdraw, Heth'a divisiou would have 
had no caasG for congratulation." 

Throughout the morning of the 10th there was sharp skir- 
miah and artiileiyflre going on, part of it preliminary to the 
attacks directed for the afternoon. At 3.30 p.m. General 
Hancock WAS informed by General Meade that General 
Warren repoi'ted the opportunity for immediate attack to 
be so favorable that he was ordei'ed to attack at once, and 
lOibbon directed to co-operate with him ; that Wright was or- 
dered to be ready to attack at once. At a quarter before 
(onr o'clock General Wright with Mott was oi-dered to at- 
(taok immediately. 

Geaerol Warren, wearing hia full uniform, proceeded to as- 
sault the enemy's position at once with Grawfoi-d'a and 
Ontler'a diviaionR, and Webb's and Carroll's brigadea of 
Gibbon's division under Gibbon'a orders.' Opposite the 
right of this attacking force the wood in front of the enemy's 
intrenchments was dense, and filled with a low growth of 
dead cedar treca, whoae hard, sharp-pointed branches, inter- 
Jftced and pointed in all directions, made it very difficult for 
^ithe troops to advance under the heavy artillery and mus- 

itry fire they met at the outset. They emerged into the 
open ground near the intrenchments with disordered ranks 
ftnd nnder a heavy artillery and musketty Are, part direct, 
part flanking, that swept the whole ground, but went for- 
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ward, some to the abatia, others to the creat of the parapet, 
but were all driven back with heavy loss. General Carroll 
Bays that the right of hia line gained the enemy's breast- 
works, Bad his whole line reached tbe abatia. It is claimed 
that aome of Crawford's men did the same, or it may be 
Cutler's. The Official Diary of Longstreet'a Corps says, 
" Some of the enemy succeed in gaining the works but are 
killed in them." Brigadier-Oeneral Bice, commanding a 
brigade in Cutler's division, a very gallant officer, was 
mortally wounded in this assault. 

Genera) Hancock returned to the ground at about half- 
past live P.U., just before the close of the assault. He was 
ordered to renew it at balf-past eix p.m., but, under ocders, 
deferred it until seven p.m., when he attacked with Bixney's 
and Gibbon's divisions, part of the Fifth Corps uniting with 
him, but with no more success than the preceding attempt. 
In this second attack the wood was on fire in some placea. 

It is to be regretted that Hancock had not tieen directed 
to oroaa the Po at daylight of the 10th, instead of being 
ordered to cross late in the afternoon of the 9th. Had he 
been, there appears to be every reason to conclude that the. 
Confederate left would have been turned and taken in rear, 
while the Fifth Corps attacked it in front. 

Aa it was, Hancock's crossing in the evening of the 9th pat 
X^e on his guard, and enabled him to bring troops to the 
threatened flank by daylight of the 10th and throw up in- 
trenchments,' It was a mistake, too, as Hancock had crossed, 
to abandon the turning movement on the morning of the 
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lOth, and make, instead of it, a front attack on the strong 
intrenchmeutH of Longatreet's left. It would have been 
better to have continued the turning movement, the Fifth 
Corps Billing by sending one of its diviBions to Hancock and 
making a front attack with the other two at the oriliical 
moment.! 

The examination of the enemy's works nader cover of the 
Ekirmiahers of the Sixth Corps developed a part of them 
which General Wright deemed to be vulnerable to a sys- 
tematic, resolute attack. The other portions m his front 
'0 covered by a wide sloehiug and had a flanking artilleiy 
fire. The vulnerable part was the right of Rodes's front 
held byDoles's brigade, whose right rested at the west angle 
of what I have called the apex of the salient, and the part 
of the apex itself held by the left of Johnson's division. 
The intrenchment held by Doles was in open ground, two 
hundred yards from a pine wood with abatis in front and 
traverses at intervals. In the re-entrant of the line there 
s a battery with traverses. One hundred yarda in rear 
s a second line partly finished, occupied by a line of bat- 
A wood-road led from the open ground of the Scott or 
Shelton house, where the column of attack was formed, di- 
' rectly to the point of attack. Colonel Upton, commanduig 
Second Brigade, First Division, Sixth Corps, was designated 
I to make the attack on Doles. General Bussell now com- 
I manded the Fintt Division. Colonel Upton's command was 
iposed of bis own brigade, the Third Brigade, formerly 
I Buasell's, and four regiments of Neill's brigade of the Sea- 
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ond Division. General Bassell, Colonel Upton, and fdl the 
regimental commanders examined tlie ground. 

In conjunction with Upton'ii attack, Mott earlj in the Aaj 
moved to the open ground of the Brown house, which is 
three-quarters of a mile north of what I have called the apex 
o( the salient ; open gi-ound connected Brown's farm with 
Landron's, on the south end of which la; the apex ; but 
there waa wood on each side of that open connecting apace 
that came ttp to within four or fire hundred jarde of the 
apex. At 2 f.u. General Mott waa instnicted by General 
Wright, under whose ordera he had been placed, to be ready 
to assault the works in Ma front at five o'clock. These 
works, like those of Doles's, had abatis and were well tray- 
ersod and well supplied with artillery. 

Upton's column was formed in four lines. They were led 
quietly to near the edge of the wood, two hundred yards 
from the enemy. A heavy battery of the Sixth Corps had 
been put in position to give a direct fire on Doles's front 
and to enfilade the apex hne of the salient, which, as before 
said, adjoined Doles's brigade. This batteiy kept np a con- 
stant fire until the moment of Upton's charge arrived. Its 
cessation was the signal to charge. The column had been 
led up silently to the edge of the wood, and upon the signal 
being given, rushed forward with a hurrah under a terrible 
front and flank fire, gained the parapet, had a hand-to-haud 
desperate straggle, which lasted but a few seconds, and the 
column poured over the works, capturing a large number of 
prisoners. Pressing forward and extending right and left, 
the second line of intrenchmenta with its battery fell into 
Upton's hands. The enemy's Una was completely broken 
and, Colonel Upton says, an opening made for the division, 
Hott's, which was to have snpported the left, but it did not 
arrive. Colonel Upton says further, that reinforcements to 
the enemy arrived and assa.ilcd him in front and on both 
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flanks, the impalso of tlie charge was over and it reinaiiied 
for them to hold the intrenchmenta won, which they did 
nntil General RuaseU ordered them to withdraw, which they 
efifeoted nnder the cover of darkness. Their loss in the as- 
Banlt Colonel Upton states to have been about 1,000 in 
killed, wounded, and missing. The enemy, he saya, loat at 
least 100 killed at the first intrenclunent, and met with a, 
much heavier loss in trying to regain their works ; that he 
ciaptnied between 1,000 and 1,200 prisoners, and several 
Btond of colors. He mentions that Captain Burham, of the 
Porty-third New York, had two colors in his hands when he 
was killed in coming back from the second line. 

It appears from Creneral Ewell'a report, made in Rich- 
mond on March 20, 18G5, that the right of Daniel's brigade 
was involved in the breaking of Doles's works, and fell back 
to the second line. Gordon at once bronght np his division, 
and with it Battle's brigade, the reranaiit of Doles's bri- 
gade, and the right of Daniel's, and at onco attacked Upton 
in front and oa his right Sauk, while Walker's brigade of 
Johnson's division attacked his left flank.' In a short time 
he (General Ewell) says, the enemy was driven from our 
works, leaving 100 dead within them, and a large number in 
front. Onr loss, as near as I can tell, was 650, of whom 360 
were prisoners. 

Upton's report was prepared soon after the affair occurred, 
while everything was fresh in bis memory. He was, besides, 
an active participant in everything that took place, and saw 
and knew exactly all that occurred. General Ewell's report 
was not made until long after, and is not accompanied by 
detailed reports of subordinates. He says the attack took 
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place at four o'clock, whereas Colonel Upton states that il 
took place at ten minutes past sis o'clock, which is undoubt- 
edlj accurate. The report of Coloual Uptoa is an admii'able 
paper upon the manner of conducting sacb attacks, He was, 
immediately after this, promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 
Genei-al. Colonel Carroll of the Second Corps was also pro- 
moted to the same rank at the same time. 

There is no report on the files of the War Department from 
General Mott of his attack, nor is there any from General 
Wright of that or any other operation of that part of the 
campaign. The only report upon it that I found in the War 
Department is that of Colonel McAllister 'who commanded 
the First Brigade of Mott's division; Colonel William R. 
Brewster, commanded the Second Brigade. The diTision 
consisted of two brigades. Colonel McAIlistei sajs that hia 
brigade formed the first line. Colonel Campbell, with two 
regimenta of the Sixth Coi-ps, being on his right ; that the 
Second Biigade formed the second line, and that the com- 
maad moved forward to the attack punctually at five o'clock ; 
but he must be mistaken in the hour, since it is evident that 
the attack of Mott was intended to be simultoneons with that 
of Upton, and must have been set in motion by the same sig- 
nal, the cessation of our artillery fire ia that quarter. On 
entering the fields, McAllister says, the enemy opened his 
batteries upon them, enfilading their liaes, and the men fell 
back in confimiou, except a small part of the front line, and 
that, after consulting with his Colonels, he fell back to the 
foot of the hill, where he massed his comraand. He says 
nothing of General Mott, who was well known as a gallant 
officer. Coloael McAllister was also well known to myself 
and many others as a man of courage and coolness. 

Mott formed hia division for attack in view of the enemy, 
who made every preparation to meet it. Upton's attack ivaa 
concealed from their view and was a surprise, and the plaa 
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of aasanlt being well arranged and carried out, was a sncceas. 
The plan and manner of Mott's aaaault, on the coDtrary, did 
not admit of its being a surpnae. The formatioii of his 
troops probably kept the attention of the eaemj apon him, 
and in that way helped more effectually to conceal Uptoa'a 
preparations. 

The failure of Mott's division diil more than neatroJize 
the success of Upton. Had Mott joined him, the two press- 
ing forward, taking the enemy on the right and left in flfttiW 
and rear, and receiring further reinforcements from the 
Bixth Cor]>s as they progressed, the probabilities were that 
we Ehoiild hare gained x>ossession of Lee's intrenchmenta. 
Oae difficulty in the way of entire success was, however, the 
lateness of the hour at which the attack was made, but the 
artangemeut of the attacking columns could not be com- 
pleted before. It is disheartening to troops t-o be obliged 
to abandon intrenchments won so gallantly and with suah 
severe loss. 

On the morning of the 10th, General Bumside was ordered 
to make a recotmoissance upon the Court House, in the 
course of which General Stevenson was killed, an officer. 
General Bumaide says, who commenced liis services in the 
war with liim in the expedition to North Oarolina, aud an all 
occasiona proved himself a brave and efficient soldier. ' 

The reconnoiasoace was pushed close to the enemy on thg 
Fredericksburg road, and a position taken up there and in- 
trsnched.' 

On the 11th the Ninth Corps was ordered to withdraw to 
the north side of the Ny, take up a poaitioii with its left on 
the main road (to Fredericksburg) near the Harris house, its 

' The folloivinK lUj MajorOcneral CritMnden srtivEd and Bolt comm»nd of 
IboPlnCDifliion. 

Onal, nlsnlog to the Rehting np to that time, nude una ot the noisd iitinae. 
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riglit connecting with Mott'a division near the Brown house, 
but before this order could be carried out, Goneral Burnaido 
waa ordered torecrosa the Ny, and reoccupy his position near 
the Ooort House, which waa done without any serious oppo- 
sition. Corps commandera were directed to ascertain the 
least force sufficient to hold their positions securely, and the 
nmnber of troops that would be available for offensive move- 
meots, and what additional works, if any, were necessary to 
reduce the holding-force to a mimmum. They were also 
directed to keep their Bkirmishers pressed well up against 
the enemy, and ascertain what changes, if any, had been 
made by them in their works or troops. The object of these 
instructions was to aacertaJn where a concentrated attack 
could best be made. 

At 11.30 a.m. General Hancock was directed tosendBimey 
to unite with Mott, and to form caunection between Wright 
and BnmBide, but this was subsequently recalled. 

On the Confederate side, Heth was moved back to Spott- 
sjlvania Court House on the moraiug of the 11th and con- 
nected his left with Wilcox, who was on the left of Hill's 
corps. Mahone renmined to cover the Shady Grove road. 
"On the afternoon of the 11th," Early says, "the enemy 
waa demonstrating to onr left, up the Po [Miles's brigade 
sent to Todd's tavern], as if to get posaeasion of Shady Grove 
and the road thence to Louisa Court House," and he " was 
ordered by General Lee to take possession of Shady Grove 
by light the next morning and hold it. To aid in that pur- 
pose twobrigadesof Wilcox's division (Thomas's and Scales'a) 
were moved from the right, and Mahone was ordered to 
move before light to Shady Grove; but during the night 
it was discovered that the movement to our left was a feint 
[it was not] and that there was a real movement of the 
enemy toward onr right. Before daybreak on the morning 
of the 12th, WUeoii'a brigades were returned to him and at 
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dawn Mahone's dimion was moved to the right, leaving 
Wright's brigade to cover the cioBsuig of the Fo on Field's 
left." 

On the 10th of May, the wounded, according to Snigeon 
McParlin, including the 700 brought to the hospitals on the 
11th were, of the 

Second Corps 1,680 

Fifth Corps 767 

Sixth Corps 900 

Making a. total of 3,^7 woonded. 

Taking the same proportion a» that used for the 8th and 
9th for the killed, we have 753, and a total of killed and 
wounded of 4,100. The misaing were not many. Brigadier- 
General Bice, Fifth Corps, was mortally wounded on the 
10th. Brigadier-General Stevenson, Ninth Corps, was killed. 
On the Confederate side Brigadier-General W. W. Walker, 
Heth's division, waa severely wounded. 

The Confederate loa» in killed and wounded must have 
been severe in Eeth's division, and also in the troops of 
Ewell's corps that were engaged, particularly in Bodes'a 
division. The loss in Longstreet's corps was probably 
smalL The total Confederate loss in killed and wounded 
may have been 2,000. 

In the afternoon of the 11th General Meade received the 
following despatch from General Grant, dated 3 f.u. 

" UavD tbiGQ divisionB of tbo Seooad Corps b; the rear of tbo Fifth 
Bad Sixtb Corps imdci Ei^vec at nigbi, bo hb to join tbe Ninth Corps in 

send cne or Cwo xtalT officers over to-oigbt to stay with Burnside, and 
impress him with the importaioce of a prompt and vigorOQS Kttaok. 
W»rran and Wright should bold thait corps ax close to the cufiiij as 
possible to take advantage of any diversion oansed by this attack and 
to break in if the oppoituaity presents itself. There is but little doubt 
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in my mind that the assault last evening woold have proved entirely 
saccessful if it had commenced an hour earlier, and had been heartily 
entered into by MotVs division and the Ninth Corps.** 

Personal conferences with the three corps commanders 
were had by General Meade concerning this attack, and Gen- 
eral Hancock sent two staff officers with Colonel Gomstock of 
General Grant's staff to examine the ground in the vicinity of 
the intended point of attack. It was intended that General 
Hancock should form his command in the open ground of 
Brown's farm, and assault the apex of the salient. It was a 
repetition of Mott's attack on the 10th, on a much larger 
scale in every way. Mott's division had been on the Brown 
farm and in that vicinity for two days. The details of the 
enemy's works were not known, but it was known that open 
ground, four hundred yards wide in its narrowest part, led 
from Brown's fields nearly due south to the apex of the sa- 
lient, and that a line from Brown's house to McGool's house, 
which was just inside the enemy's intrenchment, ran along 
the middle of this open ground. This open ground, four 
hundred yards wide, connected Brown's fields with the wide 
fields of Landron, in the southwest comer of which was the 
apex of the salient. 

During the day General Wright, commanding the Sixth 
Corps, had been examining carefully the ground on his left, 
including as much of the ground just mentioned as eould be 
got at, and all roads and ways leading to them. Meeting 
afterward General Hancock at General Meade's headquarters, 
and learning what was going on, he mentioned having found 
a much shorter road than that which it was intended Gen- 
eral Hancock's column should take, and having had Captain 
Mendell of the U. S. Engineers with him, suggested that he 
should accompany General Hancock's leading troops, a sug- 
gestion that was adopted, and Captain Mendell accompanied 
them. 
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General Hani-'ock was dii'ected to move hia three divisions 
Bt dark to the vicinity of the Brown house, neat Mott'a divi- 
Bioa, find assault the enemy'H line at four o'clock in the 
monung. 

General Wftrren was ditBCted to hold the positioa vacated 
by the Second Corpsi, in addition to fie poaition held by 
him, and Colonel Kitching'a heavy artillery brigade was as- 
signed to him tor this purpoao ; he was further directed, in 
this connection, to shorten his lines wherever, in his jndg- 
I ment, it was advisable, tt was not designed to change the 
I concentrated formation of the Fifth Corps. General Warrea 
I. and General Wright already held their corps as close to the 
I enemy as was gndicious, whether with a view to assaulting in 
I their fronts, or to withdiawing to attack elsewhere. General 

■ bright was directed to hold two of bis divisions. General 
f Buasell's and General Wheaton'a (Getty's), ready in rear of 
I hia intrenchments to move wherever required, holding his 
r intrenchments with his remaining division, Bicketts's. Both 
' these corps commanders were directed to have their troops 

in readiness at the hour named for the combined attack of 

Bumside and Hancock, when, it was understood, they might 

I be required, according to the developments of the day, 

■ flither to attack in their fronts, or move elsewhere and attack.' 
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Hancock's troops moved after it became dark, under the 
guidance ot Captain Mendell, over a narrow, difficult road 
and in a heavy rain. The hewl of the column arrived at the 
Brown house about half an hour after midnight, the nighli 
still dark and rainv, and as aoon as practicable were formed 
for attack, about twelve hundred yards from the enemy's in- 
trenchments. The direction by which the troops were to ad- 
vance was ascertained by the comxiass bearing of the McCool 
house (inside the Confederate intrenchmenta) from the Brown 
house. This line, as before meufioned, ran midway of the 
open ground four hundred yards wide connecting the Brown 
and Landron farms. Barlow's division was formed opposite 
this opening in two lines of masses, each regiment in close 
column of attack, Brooke's and Moles's brigades in the first 
line, Smyth's and Brown's in the second, Birney's division 
formed in two deployed lines on Barlow's right, Mott's in 
Birney's rear in one hne. In Birney's front there was a 
marsh, and then a thick wood of low pines. Half way up 
to the enemy's intrenchmenta Birney's left came upon the 
open ground of Landron's farm ; his right continued in 
wood until very near the enemy. 

General Gibboa was held in reserve in rear of BarloT 
and Bimey. 

Owing to a heavy fog, General Hancock postponed the 
hour of attack until there should be sufficient light to see 
dimly, and at 4.35 A.M, gave the order to advance. The 
ground sloped up to the Confederate intienchmentB. The 



[be ISlh ot Way. thnt LoagBCreet'a tnnpe remuned {bat d^J in UieLr intreniA- 
nU u ■trong ■» the; were on the lOtb of Uny, wbcii tbe r?ii«al«d unnlHi on 
jr poiltiaD proved li Is bo tno ■trong to In ciiTlcd It; nwiiult. {/ leell mamut. 



troops in colnnm Find in line kept even pnce, and when 
about half way up, and in tlio open ground of Landton, 
burst into a cheer, and ran forwaril, disregarding the slmrp 
musketry fire they received, paseed through the abatia and 
over the intreuehmentfl, capturing. General Hancock says, 
nearly i.OOO prisoners of Ewell'a corps, twenty pieces of ar- 
tillery, with their caissons, horses, etc., several thousand 
stands of small arma, and upward of thirty colors. Major- 
General Edward Johnson, and Brigadier-GonenU Geoi^e H, 
Steuort were among the prisoners. General Hancock says 
the loss of the enemy in killed and wounded was onuBHatly 
great, the moat of the dead having been killed with the bay- 
onet. Oar troops, he continues, after the capture of the in- 
trenchmenta pursued the enemy through the forest iu the 
direction of Spottsylvania Court House until they encoun- 
tered a second formidable line of earth works (the works built 
by Gordon and heretofore mentioned). 

General Barlow saya ia a paper upon the capture of the 
salient, prepared for the Militaiy Historical Society of Mas- 
sachoaetfa, that soon after liis division began to move to the 
attack, the intervals between the lines and the brigades were 
loat, and the division became a solid mass ; that when the 
works oome in sight, the treops, seeing the oast angle to 
their left, instinctively swayed toward it, This division ap- 
pears to have entered the east angle held by York's brigade 
and the intrenchments ninning south from it six or seven 
hundred yards, held by Steuart's brigade. General Oweji's 
and Colonel Carroll's brigades of Gibbon's division ran for- 
ward and entered the works with them, on their left, captur- 
ing the two gun» on Steuart's centre, and turning them 
on the enemy. General Bimey's and General Mott's troops 
appear to have entered the enemy's intrenchments just west 
of the east angle, extending from that point to the west 
angle and down the west face of the salient some (our hun- 
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dred yards, encoiinteriiig Teiry'H and Walker's (Stonewall) 
brigades oii the apex of the salieat and, I think, Battle's 
brigade of Eodes's division on the west face. The two 
commauda and McAllister's brigade of Mott'ii division ap- 
pear to have entered the works at about the esme fijne. 
In the capture of the intrenchjuents the troops became dis- 
ordered and mised, and it was exceedingly difflcnlt to restore 
order. It was particnlarly diiiicult in Barlow's division, 
where the men must have been twenty deep and had 
mingled in one common nuiss.' Immediate efforts were 
made, however, by the commanderB to re-form the troops, 
and General Hancock ordered his reserves to move up at 
once and occnpy the captnred works. Of theae mention has 
been already made of Owen's and Carroll's brigades of Gib- 
bon's division. Webb's brigade soon followed them on their 
tight, he severely wounded in the head when close up. 
General Gibbon says his division held the line they had 
gained. The prompt movement of McAlhster's brigade has 
been already noted ; the other, Colonel Brewster's, soon fol- 
lowed. The condition of the conunand does not appear to 
have admitted of a sufficient force sweeping down the inte- 
rior of the salient along its east and west faces, taking the 
troops of Hill's corps and of Eodes's division in flank. 

According to the statements of several Confederate officers 
the withdrawal of General Bumside to the north side of the 
Ny on the 11th, together with the tiirowing back of Mott'a 
division and the reconnoissance of Miles's brigade to Todd's 
tavern on that day, had satisfied General Lee that we were 
about to turn his left, and he therefore, about sunset, or- 
dered the withdrawal of General Ewell's artillery, which was 
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done along Johnaon's front ; but during the night General 
Johnson learnt from scouts, his pickets, and brigade com- 
manders that we were massing in Ids front, evidently to as- 
Banlt in the morning. This he reported, and aslted that his 
artillei7 "might be sent back at once. When this report 
reached General Lee he ia said to have remarked that Gen- 
end Johnson's despatch informed him the enemy were mass- 
ing in his front, at the same time General Early informed 
kim that they were moTing around his left. The order was, 
liowerer, given for the artillery " lo be hnck at du;ilight." ' 

Johnson's division was put on the alert, the whole of 
Ewell'a oorjis, indeed, and General Gordon was ordered to 
te ready to srifport Johnson. Jolmson's diviBion was in the 
trenches, ready an hour before day. Daylight, Captain Mc- 
Henry Howard says, was late in coming, and there was no 
indiuation of the assault. Presently a distant cheer waa 
heard just off the salient (east angle) followed by silenpe. 
Then a few shots from the picket line off the (east) angle, 
and presently a blue' line appeared, and at the name moment 
Qie rstnming artillery was coming up at a gallop, but Han- 
eook'a assaulting column and lines Hwanned over the works 
captured it before a shot could be fk-ed, excepting only 
1 two guns on the centre of Steuart'a line, which fired 
rounds. Jolinson'a infantry, however, delivered a brief, 
ileavy mMketrj' Are upon the aaaanlting forces, but with no 
Sf^ment efiect. Oeneml Johnaon states empliatically tlmt 
he voa not surprised, that his division waa ready in the 
trenches before the assaulting force made its appearance, and 
Oaptain Howard says that the cheering of that force would 
have given ample time to be ready for it if t.Leir troops had 
not been ready at that time \ he further says that their own 
line, that of Bteuart's brigade, was first broken on the loft. 
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at the angle, and that Steoart's brigade was taken in flank 
and rear aa well as in front. 

General Gordon, whose iostructions were to eupport both 
Johnson and liodes, had placed Evans's brigade in front of 
the McOool house, in rear of Bodes's right and Jchnaon's 
left ; his other two brigades, Pegnun's and B. D. Johnston's, 
ha had x>osted abont six hundred yards in rear, near the Har- 
ris house ; bat during the night, being informed hj General 
Johnson that the enemj were massing in front of his divi- 
sion, he Bent Fegram's brigade to him, which was placed in 
the trenches near Johnson's left. At daylight, hearing the 
mnsketrj firing in the direction of the east angle, held by 
Terry, he ordered Johnston forward, who, moving np, waa 
met in the woods between the MoCool honse and the east 
angle by Hancock's troops, Barlow's right, Bimey's left (both 
in the disorder consetiQent on the assaolt), who broke his 
brigade and drove it back, lie wounded. Withdrawing Pe- 
gram'sand Evans's brigades at double-quick to the vicinity of 
the Harris house, in rear of the intrenehment constructed by 
himseli BcrosB the salient, Gordon formed them there and 
then advan<^«d against the troops of Hancock's left, driving 
them, ho says, with heavy loss from the captured works from 
the left of Wilcox's division (the right of Johnson's division) 
to the salient (east angle) and a quarter of a mile further, 
retaking some of the captured guns, which, by some blunder, 
he says, were lost in the night again. The loss in these two 
brigades, he says, was not heavy. The loss of Johnston's 
brigade he does not mention. With this account we shall 
presently contrast what General Barlow says, since it was his 
troops chiefly, and those of Bimey'a left, that Gordon's 
troops met. The right of Bimey's and Mott's troojM, al- 
though disordered from the capture of the works, also entered 
the salient, moving down it some distance. General Bodes 
met this by sending Daniel's and Bamseur'a brigades &om 
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Uieir works to thn attack, wbicb, Ramseur saye, was made in 
the moat gallant manner, driving the troojis (of Biraey and 
Mott) that, had entered the salient, out of it and from a part 
of that portion of its west face which they had captured. 
The outer face of the west angle, however, remained in the 
possession of its captors, aa well as the outer face of the apex 

»of tho salient. General Daniel was killed ; General Ram- 
lour waa severely wounded, but refused to leave the field. 
The Bucceaa of Hancock's assault had been at once couunn- 
nioated to General Meade, and at 6 a.u. such intelligence 
waa received by liim from General Hancock of the attempts 
of the enemy to aaamne the offonaive, that General Wright 
waa ordered to move toward Hancock and attack at once on 
liis, Hancock's, right. Taking Russell's and Wheaton'a divi- 
aiona, which were held ready to move, he marched with them 
quickly to the west angle of the salient, and relieved the 
troops of the Second Corpa in that vicinity. He was wounded 
Boon after coming up, but retained the oommaBd of hia 
eorpa. At the time the Sixth Corpa had begun to arrive, the 
enemy had compelled auch of the Second Corjia as had ad- 
vanced into the interior of the salient in this part of the field 
^^ to retire to the outer face of the captured intrenchments, 
^^^&i fact, it appears that by this time all the troops of the 
^^Bkoond Corps were on the outer face of these intrenchments, 
^^HKcept a skirmish or picket line of Barlow's division. 
^^K General Barlow says that Ids division remained during the 
^^H^ in about the some position that it was in an hour after 
^^Kne assault, except that it was extended conaiderably to the 
left in order to guard against any attack on our flank (Owen's 
and CaiToll's brigades of Gibbon's division, both of which 
bad taken part in the assault of the intrenchmenta, were on 
hia left, Webb's brigade also), that the enemy gradually 
pushed forward (on hia front) until in some places they actu- 
ally reached their first line, on the outer side of which our 
XII.— 5 
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man were lying. Bligadier-General Grant, commanding the 
Vermont brigade of the Second Division of the Siith Cori}s, 
aa Boon oa he arrived on the ground was ordered to relieva 
General Barlow's division, and Htates that at the time ha 
reached there, about eight o'clock, there waa eome skirmish- 
ing going- on in the woods beyond the captui'ed intrench- 
nients, and that there was an evident attempt on the part o( 
the enemy to recover lost ground, and that our skimushers 
were .being pressed back. These skirmishers he relieved, 
but Boon returned with his lirigojile to the Sixth Corps, on 
the right. It is apparent from these statements that the 
onter face of the captured intrenchments in this part of the 
field were held by our troops, as they were from thera 
ftround to the apex of the west angle and some distance on 
the west face of the salient. 

As soon as he came ni>on the ground General Wright be- 
gan a heavy attack from the apex of the west angle and the 
thick pine wood and morass west of the angle but close up to 
the west face of the Kalient. It was in tliiq vicinity that the 
cIoM deadly fighting of " the Angle " took place, continuing 
with undiminished fui^ until near dark, when it began to 
abate, but lasting until three o'clock the next morning, when 
the enemy were withdrawn to a new line of intrenohment 
aci'oss-the base of the salient, which had been built during 
the night. 

But I am anticipating. When Ramseur got into the 
trenches on the right of Daniel, the west angle and some 
port of the intrenchment south of tt were still held wholly by 
us, and a, deadly tire was poured on Bamseur's right flank. 
Perriu's and Harris's brigades of Mahone'a division, Hill's 
corps, now came up to Bwell's assistance, and under a heavy 
artillery and mnaketry fire regained some further port of the 
inner face of the intrenchments on Eamseur's right, whera 
they ca|>tured, General Harris says, between 200 and 300 
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piiaoners. MeGowan's brigade of Wilcox's division followed, 
paaaing through a heavj fire in getting to the trenches. The 
tight of Lis brigade extended some distance up the left or 
west side of the angle, and was enfiladed from the point of 
the angle and the apex of the salient. Wo held the apex of 
the salient and the west angle in strong Eorea, as well as the 
woods and ravine on the right, from all of which aa inces- 
sant, powerful Are was kept np. General Perrin was killed. 
General McGowan severely wounded. 

General Hancock had directed a portion of his artillery to 
be posted ou Bome high gi'ouud about three hundred yards 
from the apex of the salient, which maintained an incessant 
fire over our line on the enemy. Some gnns were run up 
close against the breastworks of the west angle, and kept up 
an enfilade fire of canister along the west face of the salient, 
but lost heavily in men and horses. Other guns also were 
brought close to the intrenchmenta nearer the east angle. It 
must be remembered that all these parts of the enemy's In- 
Irenchmenta were tliickly traversed. The contest continued 
inceasantly throughout the day along the whole line, from 
the right of the Sixth Corps to the left of the Second Corps ; 
. occasionally changes in troops were made where it was prac- 
ticable, in order to' replenish animunition. At the west angle 
the fighting was literally murderous. One of the ptartiei- 
ponta, Brigadier-General. Grant, commanding the Vermont 
brigade of the Second Division of the Sixth Corps, says of it ; 

"lb WB.B not onlf a desperate atraggle but it waa literUl; a. hand-to- 
handfight. Nothing bat the piled np logs or breastworks sepaniitod the 
combatantii. Our men would leacb over the logs and fire into the faoea 
of the enemy, would atob over with their bayonela ; many where shot 
aud (tabbed throngh tha crsTioea and holes between the logs ; mea 
mounted the works, and with muskets rapidl; handed them, kept up ■ 
continuons fire until they were shot down, when othota would take 
their place and continue the deadly work. . ■ ■ Baveral times 
danag the day the rebels would show a white &Bg_ about the worka. 
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and when oar lira sliKkeiieil jntnp over aud sarcendei, and otbeci war* 
ocowded down to till their pUccs. ... It was there that the eams- 
what celehratfld tree was cut off by bulletin there that the brash KUd 
logs wera cut to pieces sad whipped into baaket-Btuff; . . . then 
that the rebel ditches and crDBs-seotioQS wece filled with dead men sev' 
eral deep. . . . Iwaa at the angle theneit day. The sight was ter- 
rible and sickening, much worse thin at Bloody Lane (Antietam), 
There a great many dead mon wete lying io the road and accoaa tba 
rails of (he torn dcwa fences, aud out io the cornfield ; bot they wore 
not piled up several deep and their fieah was not «o torn and mangled 
as at the 'angle.'" 

As au indication of the Bftnguinary character of the con- 
flict of the 10th and 12th, Colonel Upton remarks that Cap- 
tain Lamont of the Fifth Maine, the only one of seven cap- 
tains who escaped in the assault of the 10th, was among 
the killed on the 12th. 

General Mc Gowan, of Wilcox's division. Hill's corps, sajs : 
" Oat men lay on one side of the breastwork, the enemy oa 
the other, and in many instances men were palled ovet." 
He believed that he captured as many prisonere as he lost. 
" The trenches," he says, " on the right in the bloody anglft 
had to be cleared of the dead more than once. An oak tree, 
twenty-two inches in diameter, io rear of the brigade was cut ^ 
down by musket-balls and fell about twelve o'clock Thnn- 
day night, injuring several men in the First South Cftrolin* 
regiment." 

Many others give the same account of the character of 
the contest at and in the vicinity of the west angle. All the 
brigades engaged in it lost heavily. Bain fell during th« 
day and heavily toward night. 

What occurred on our right has not yet been mentioned. 

Early in the morning of the 12th, General Warren opened 
with all his artillery, and pressed forward his skirmish line. 
The intrenchments of the enemy gave no sign of having 
been ptripped of any of theii troops to meet Hancock's ai^d 
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Wright's attacks on the BaJient, but the manner in which the 
fiontest there was carried on and the reinforcements the 
enemy received, together with the fact that Bumside was at- 
tajiking on the east fiu^e of the salient, led to the conclusion 
that the enemy could not be very strong in 'Warren's front, 
and at 9.10 a.u. he waa ordered to attack at once at all haz- 
ards, with hia whole force if necessaiy.' He accordingly 
prepared to do so, and asaanlted, but was repuked, for Long- 
street's corps was holding its intrenchmente in force, the 
only change made in hia line being the extension of his 
right to fill the place from which Eamsenr'a brigade had 
been taken.* Eicketts'a division had followed Wright as 
soon as he could be withdrawn, and at 11.30 a.m. was form- 
ing in rear of Wright's other divisions. Immediately upon 
the failure of Warren's attack he was directed to send Gen- 
eral Cutler's division t-o General Wright and be prepared to 
follow with his whole corps,' Cutler's division went into 
action as soon as it reached the ground. It appearing prob- 
able that the enemy's intrenchmcnts in the vicinity of the 
vest angle could be carried if assaulted by the whole Fifth 
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Corps, Oenenil Wairon was directed to withdraw from hiB 
front ttnd move with, his whole corps to the designatecl 
point and attack. Griffin's dirisioii followed Cutler's closely. 
Tha other troops of the Fifth Corps were toUowing, except 
Crawford's division, when the project of further assault was 
given up, as it did not appear to promiae a complete succeas. 
Our line on the right was very much shortened, Crawford 
remaining in the old intrenchmente of the Fifth Corps, and 
of the Siith Corps in pari. 

Turn now to oilr left ; at four o'clock in the morning of 
the 12th, General Potter's division of Bnrnside's corps ad- 
vanced against the enemy's intrenchments held by liana's 
brigade, the left of Hill's corps. These he carried about Rye 
o'clock, captming some prisoners and two gims. But Gen- 
eral Lane, reforming his brigade in some old intrenchments 
that enfiladed those he had been dispossessed of, forced 
Qenernl Potter out of the intrenchments he had taken, and, 
reinforced by Scales's and Thomas's brigades, sent by Geor 
era] Wilcox as soon as he heard the firing, they followed np 
Potter for a short distance, but were recalled. The captured 
guna were retaken. General Lone mentions General Dolea's 
brigade of Ewell's corps coming to him at about the same 
time as the others, and joining in the advance. 

Urgent orders. General Bamside says, were received from 
the Lieutenant-General to establish connection with the 
Second Corps at all hazards, and " Oenei'al Crittenden's and 
General Potter's divisions were ordered forward to repeated 
attacks, which resulted in severe loss, but did not succeed ia 
driving the enemy from his main line." General Potter es- 
tablished connection with General Hancock at 9.15 a>l 
General Willcos was now ordered to attack with his whole 
force on the left of General Crittenden. Considerable deh^ 
occurred in arranging his artillery to cover his left ^^ainst 
attack in the event of his being repulsed. He was on tli» 
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left of the whole armj. TTim attack was msiie agoiuHt a sali- 
ent held by Walfcer'a brigade (Coloael Mayo commanding) 
of Eeth's division. There was a pine thicket in front of the 
aalient, nnder cover of which General Willcox got close up 
to the works, but was met with a heavy fire of muakotry from 
Mayo'a brigade, and Thomas'a oa Mayo'a left, Eind the fire of 
Eeth'a Qt-tiUery on the right of the Hiilient. At the samd 
time liane'a brigade, supported by Blahone'H [mider Colonel 
WeiaigeT), attacked Tiim on the loft flank. Lane charging 
close up to his artillery, but, aceording to General Willcos, 
his charge was splendidly repulsed, the Second Michigan 
Difantry, commanded by Colonel William Humphrey, wliieii 
supported the artillery, manning the guns when the artillor- 
e killed. Lieutenant Benjamin, Chief of Ailille:7 of 
e corps, who was Beverely wounded, was highly commended 
f^OF the nuumer in which he handled his artillory. 

The ftsaault of "Willcox's first line was repulsed with severe 
loss in killed, wounded, and missing, the latter, he savH, 
Fwept ofi by Lane's brigade when retreating. Hia second 
riiue, he saya, was brought forward, and held its ground un- 
il ordered to withdraw to the edge of the wood, where they 
nhiew np breastworks. General I^ane says he captured a 
l»ttery of six gans, but was unable to bring them off; that 
e then directed bis attack agaiuat the assaulting troops, and 
e jjart of his brigade became mixed with the enemy 
uid had fighting at close quarters, and that he finally fell 
back upon the cloao approach of two lines of the enemy. 

Lane's and 'Weisiger's brigades, General Early says, had 
been thrown to the front for the purpose of moving to the 
left and attacking the flank of the column wliieh had broken 
Ewell'a line, to relieve the pressure on him and, if jjossible, 

E'Tie part of the line which had been lost. 
tr attempt was made in the afternoon, he aaya, to 
the flank movement with Waiaiger'a brigade and 
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Cook's brigade of Heth'a diviaion, but it wna discovered that 
the flanking column would have been esposed to the flre of 
one or more intrenched lines, and the attempt waB not made. 
Skirmishing and heavy artillery fixing were kept up by Gen- 
eral Eumside until late in the day. Late in the aitemooa 
Humphreys's and Brattou's brigades of Longstreet'a corps 
were sent to General Ewell. 

Early on the morning of the 13th it was found that the 
enemy had withdrawn from the salient, and the several corps 
were ordered to press up as close to them as possible, to as- 
certain their position. Colonel Carroll, of Gibbon's division, 
advancing through the woods, driving back the eiiemy's skir- 
mishers, found them three-quartera of a mile in rear of the 
apes of the salient in a strongly-intrenched hue occupied by 
infantry and artillery. Pushing forward in his usual intrepid 
manner. Colonel Carroll was severely wonniled and compeDed 
to quit the field. 

It Los beensaid that the continuance of this desperate con- 
test at the apex of the salient on the part of General Lee was 
an mmecessary sacrifice of troops he could ill afford to spare ; 
but in fact he could not withdraw them during daylight 
withant the risk of serious disaster, and Meade continued to 
press against him there with the hope of bringing about that 
withdrawal and disaster. 

For the losses of the day, the same authority as that beie- 
totore used gives tor the wounded on the 12th : 



The Second Corps 2,043 

The Fifth Corps 

The Sisth Corps SW'l 

Making a total of 3,853 ' 



■ tofor 

^M For the killed we have 880, and for the killed and won 

^H ^733. The piisoners lost did not probably exceed 500. 
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General Bumside states hia losses in his three diTiaions, 
from the 8th to the 20th of May, to have been 2,i54 killed 
and wounded cmd 590 missing, one-half of which loss he 
assigns to the 12th of May. The nomber of killed and 
wounded he gives is probably in excess of the actual number, 
bnt I have no means of correcting it. The Ninth Corps did 
not at that time form part of the Army of the Potomac, and I 
have not been able to find the report of its Medical Director 
for that period. The killed and wounded of the Ninth Ck>tps 
between the 8th and 12th was very small. 

The total killed and wounded on tho 12th, including the 
Ninth Corps, is, thoreforo, 6,020. The total missing, 800. 
The killed, wounded, and missing:, 6,fi20. 

I have not found any esa<:t statement of the Confederate 
loss in killed and wounded. At the salient it must have 
been eqnal to that of our troops engaged there ; in Burn- 
side's and Warren's attacks much less than ours. Altogether 
their killed and wounded must have been between 4,000 and 
5,000. ^ ^ 

Beapeoting the number of prisoners lost by the Confeder- 
ates, General Swell says of his corps, that after the loss of 
Johnson's division (before sunrise) his force barely num- 
bered 8,000. Tlxis was before the losses by fighting, after 
the capture of the salient, occurred. Ha says previously 
that when Hancock broke through the lines he captured 
about 2,000 men. His killed, vounded, and prisoners on 
the 10th be states to have been 630 ; his killed and wounded 
in the Wilderness, 1,260. The sum of these figures is 11,900, 
or say 12,000. But the number of enlisted men of EweU's 
corps present for duty on the 20th of April, 186i (Hoke's 
brigade and two regiments of Bodes's division absent and not 
collated), was 16,705, leaving about 3,700 men not accounted 
for by General Ewell's figures. His report, as before stated, 
was made in March, 1865, from Richmond, where the exact 
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data may not have been acceaaible to him. If General 
Swell's estimate, that after the Iobs of Johnson's division be- 
fore sunrise of the 12th his force barelj numbered 8,000, be 
cojrect, then the greater part of the 3,700 men not accounted 
for maybe attributed to an underestimate of his losses on tlie 
10th, and an underestimate of Hancock's captures at daylight 
on the 12th. 

The Confederate loss on the 12th in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, appeai-s from the preceding discussion to Iuivb 
been between 9,000 and 10,000, officers and enlisted men. 

In General officers the Confederates suffered severely, 
Brigadier-Generals Daniel and Ferrin being killed, and 
Brigadier-Generals Walker (conuaanding the Stonewall Bri- 
gade, Johnson's division], Bamseur, £, T>. Johnston, and 
McGowan being severely wounded, and Uajor-General Ed- 
ward Johnson and Brigadier-General Geo. E. Steaart cap- 
tured. 

On the part of the United States, Major-General 'Wright 
sea wounded, and Brigadier-Generals Webb and Carroll wers 
•everely wounded. 

A movement by our right flank would probably have ra- 
-•nlted in Lee's* abandoning his iutrenchments at once an4 
taking position behind the Nortli Anna. That was not ds^ 
sired, and as a movement by the left proraised an oppoiy 
tunity of attacking Lee's right before it could be reinforced 
from his left or Lie iutrenchments extended, and aa at tli# 
same time it would cover our hospitals and commnnicaticnL 
with our depots in Washington, the movement by the left' 
was adopted. 

General Warren was directed to move his corps immfr-,' 
diately after dark on the 13th, by way of Scott's (Shelton's^ 
Landrou's, and thence by a farm-road to a ford of the N7, 
half a mile distant, then crossing the Ny, to move across thf 
country, chiefly through flelds, to the Fredericksburg an^. 
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SpottiBjlvBiiia Court House road, aud, advaaciug along that 
road, recroBs the Ny, form on the left of tLe Ninth Corps, and 
attack on the Fredericksburg road at four a.m. of the 14th 
The artillery of the Fifth Corps was directed to move by 
loads further to the rear and join the corps on the Freder- 
icksburg road. The Sixth Coitw whs directed to follow the 
Fifth and attack on its left on tlie Masaaponax Chnrch road. 
Guides were sent to the two corps. 

General Hancock was directed to be prepared to attack at 
four A.U. on his front, biit not to attack until ordered. Gen- 
eral Bumside wa.^ instructed similarly to General Hancock. 

The night set in dwk and ntiiiy. Eveiy precaution was 
takes by General Warren to mark out tlie line of his march ; 
nea were posted at short intervals, and fli'CB built along the 
line ; but the rain and heaiy mist obscured and estinguished 
them. The mud was deep over a large part of the route ; 
the dai'kneas intense, so that literally you could not see your 
hand held befoi-e your face. 

The march was necessarily very slow. The fatigue of 
floundering aloag in such a sea of mud but few can appre- 
jiend. In spite of all the care taken to prevent it, men lost 
^eir way and lay down exhau!ited, until daylight enabled 
them to go on. 

At six o'clock in the morning the head of General Warren's 
eolumn arrived at the point where they were to form for a!- 
tack, but tbe column was broken and scattered, and it was 
not jn-acticable to get the command in condition for offensive 
operations that day. The attack was therefore abandoned. 

The Sixth Coipa toUowed the Fifth, the head of the column 

staitiiig at three o'clock in the morning of the lith, and was 

out of sight <m the MaseapoDax Church road, ou the 

north side of the Ny. A high point on this road at Gayle'a, 

the south side of the rivet and about half a mile from it, 

oommanded the country around it (which was open) and the 
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Fredericksburg road also. It was therefore occupied by 
Tipton's brigade, now only 800 strong. But shortly after he 
took possession he was attacked by Chambliss's cavalry bri- 
gade and Mohone'G infantry, and fon^ed to abandon the posi- 
tion. Under orders from Genera] Meade, General Warren 
aent General Ayres to recover it, which was done, the enemy 
drawing off. General Wright at the same time sent two bri- 
gades, who relieved Ayres, and followed with hia corps. 

General Wright's brigade of Mahone's division, which had 
been holding the intrenchmenta on the Confederate left 
covering ths Shady Grove road bridge, was brought over to 
Eaily's position at the Court House on the 14th, and the re- 
connoissance mode by it and by Mahone disclosed our move- 
ment and prsBcnce on their right. 

It was not tmtil the afternoon of the 14th that OUT with- 
drawal from the right was discovered by Longstreet's skir- 
mishers, who then entered the breastworks abandoned by 
the Fifth Corps ; nor was it until the night of the 14th that 
Keld'a division waa brought over to the Court House and 
posted on the right of Hill's corps. Kershaw remained on 
the left until midnight of the 15th, and then moved to the 
Confederate right, where he waa held in reserve. 

Fortune eridently did not favor us on the night of the 
13th, for the intreuchments on the Confederate right did not 
extend much south of the Court House, and only Hill's corps 
yma on that front. With ordinary weather the Fifth and 
Sixth Oorpa woidd have been able to attack there early in the 
morning, before reinforcements could have been brought 
from the Confederate left. 

At foui' o'clock on the morning of the 15th, General Han- 
cock, by direction of General Meade, moved Barlow's and 
Gibbon's divisions to the Spottsylvania and Fredericksburg 
road in the vicinity of the Ny Eiver, leaving Birney'a divi- 
sion to cover Burnside's right flank. 
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During the IStli, 16th. and 17th, the Fifth and Sisth 
Corpa adyftiiced their intrenched lines, establislied batteries, 
opened roads, examined the cotmtrr and roads leading aouth- 
ward, and on the 17th the Fifth Corps prepared an intrench- 
ment to be held ia connection with an operation to be nnder- 
token on the morning of the 18th. Communication was 
being opened with Aquia Creek by railroad, which was com- 
pleted the 22d of May, and the wounded sent to the general 
hospitals at Washington. Supplies for the army and some 
additional troops were received during this time. 

Brigadier-General Grant, commanding Vermont brigade. 
Second Division, Sixth Corps, reports that Colonel Warner's 
regiment, 1,500 strong, joined his brigade on the 15th of Maj. 

On the 17th of May Brigadier- General E. O. Tyler, with a 
temporaiy division of heayy artillery regiments serving as 
infantry, and the Corcoran Legion, joined the Second Corpa, 
making aa addition to it, General Hancock says, of 8,000 
men. The Corcoran Ijegion was assigned to General Gib- 
bon's division. These troops were distributed to the army 
»on after their arriwil, and General Tjlar was assigned to 
the command of one of Gibbon's brigades. 

Owing to the losses in action and the expiration of the 
terms of service of many regiments of Mott's division (the 
4th), it had become so reduced in numbers that it was con- 
solidated into a brigade on the 13th of May, and assigned to 
Bimey'a division.' 
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On the 19th of May the organization of the Reserve Artil- 
lery was broken up. Ita giina, ninety-two in number, were 
sent to the Washington dSpdt. Its caissons were retained, 
and took the place of the army wagons carrying the reserve 
ammunition. The artillerymen were transferred to the 
Corpa Artillery. Upon arriving before Peterabui^, the guns 
were returned to the Armj of the Potomac. They had ac- 
companied the army chiefly with a view to their use before 
Richmond. The brigade guard of Colonel Kitching re- 
mained with the Fifth Cori>B, with which it had been serving 
from an earl; day after the campaign began. 

It had been suggested by Major-General "Wright, and also 
by myself, that after the lapse of a few daya a return by 
night to the enemy's left, which would probably be aban- 
doned, or veiy much weakened by our concentration on his 
right, might afford a good opportunity to attack there. Gen- 
eral Wright's euggestion was for Ma corps only to under- 
take it ; but it was concluded to send both the Second and 
Sixth Corps, and on the 17th, Generals Hancock sjid Wright 
were ordei'ed to move their troops in the night to the works 
captured on the I2tli, and attack the enemy's new intrench- 
ments there at daylight on the ISth, the Sixth Corps on tixe 
right of the Second. General Bumside was directed to at- 
tack in conjunction with them, and General Warren to open 
his artillery at the same time and be prepared for the offen- 
sive. The Second Corjis, being nearest to the point of at- 
tack, led, the Sixth Corps following. The troops were in the 
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position designated before daylight, and at four a.m. Gibbon 
Bnd Barlow moved forward to asaanlt, their troops ia lines 
of brigades. Bimey and Tjler wera held ia reserre. The 
artillery was posted in the flret line of works at the apex of 
the salient, firing over the troops. The Sixth Corps advanced 
on the right of the Second. But the enemj was on the alert, 
and the new intreuchments across the base of the salient 
were of the most formidable character, being conuoaled on 
their right bj woods and Laving on that part of their front a 
heavy slashing, and on their left front, which was in the open 
groimd of the Harrison farm, lines of abatis. As the troops 
approached they were met with a heavy mnsketry and artil- 
lery fire which completely swept the ground in front ; bnt, 
notwithstanding, they pressed forward to the slashing and 
abatis, and made several gallant attempts to carry the 
enemy's lines, but without success. 

Upon its being reported to General Meade that there was 
bat little probability of the enemy's lines being (SHTied, he 
directed the attack to be discontinued, and the troops were 
accordingly withdrawn. The Sixth Coriia returned at once 
to the left of the IHfth Corps, resuming its position there. 

During the night of the 18th, Barlow's, Gibbon's, and 
Bimey's divisionB moved to the vicinity of Anderson's inill, 
on the east side of the Ny River, below the left of the Sixth 
Corps. Tyler's division was posted on the Court House and 
Fredericksbnrg road near the Harris house, in the vicinity of 
which Colonel Eitching's brigade, now of the Fifth Corps, 
was also posted, on the left of Tyler, 

General Buraside made the attack directed on the mom- 
iitg of the 18th with the divisions of Crittenden and Fottei, 
and all his artillery, uniting on the right with Hancock, but 
oaold not carry the enemy's intreuchments. The artillery of 
the Fifth Corps also opened and continued its fire for several 
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Duriog the night of the 18th the Ninth Corps was moved 
to the left of the Sisth Corps, ita left testing near the Po at 
Quesenbeny'B. The enemy's right at this time rested on the 
Fo, covering the road crossing that stream at Snell's bridge. 
The Siith and Ninth Corps wore pressed up as close to the 
enemy's intrenchments as practicable without assaulting, and 
intrenched. During the 20th the Ninth Corps made recon- 
noissanc«s in the direction of Smith's and Stannard's mills, 
on the Ny and Po crossings of the Telegraph road. 

The Fifth Corps now formed the right of the army, and 
had an infcrenchment running across the Ny above the Fred- 
ericksburg road crossing, with Kitching's brigade and Tyler'a 
division, as before stated, near the Haixis house on the east 
side of the Ny, covering the right of the army and the road 
to Fredericksburg, now in full use by our trains of all kinds. 
The Second Corps waa held ready to move southward, recon- 
noissances in that direotion going on. In the afternoon of the 
I9th instructions were sent to General Hancock to move that 
night, but BQ encounter with the enemy late in the afternoon 
on onr right flank, held by Tyler's division and Kitching's 
brigade, ted to its being deferred until the night of the 20th. 

General Ewell was directed by General Lee on the 19th to 
demonstrate in his front to asceriain whether the Army of 
the Potomac vias moving to his, Lee's, right, as he believed it 
to be. General Ewell eays that to accomplish tliig he moved 
with his corps arouud on our right bj a detoui of aereral 
miles, on roads impassable for artillery, when he came npon 
na prepared to receive him — his force 6,000. Our position 
being developed, and his object attained, he was about to n 
tire, he says, when Le was attacked. Part of his line, he 
continues, was shaken, but Fegram'e and Bamsem''8 brigades 
held theii ground so firmly that he maintained his positio: 
till nightfall, when he withdrew unmolested ; that his loM 
was about 900 killed, wounded, and missiog. 
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Bamaenr (whose flcconnt is the only one I find besides that 
of General EweU) says tliftt his brigade was in front, that 
their movement was discovered, and that he then attacked 
with his brigade and drove the enemy rapidly, and with 
severe loss, until his flanks were enveloped, when he retired 
two hundred yards and formed, Grimes's brigade on his left, 
Battle's on his right ; but that Gordon's division on their 
left being donked, retreated, and the whole line was com- 
pelled to fall back, when it was repeatedly attacked by a 
heaTy force until night, when it quietly and safely withdrew. 

Kershaw's division held Ewell's intrenchments while he 
was absent. 

The force encountered by Ewell was Kitching'e brigade 
and General Tyler's division, ix>sted on the Fredericksburg 
road in the vicinity of the Harris house. Colonel Hitching, 
on the left of Tyler, perceived indications of the movement 
in the course of the afternoon, and precautions were taken to 
meet it. The firing began about half-past five o'clock, and 
it being heavy, General Hancock was at once directed by 
General Meade to send a division in double-quick to Tyler, 
and to hold his corjjs ready to move up. General Warren, 
being the nearest at hand, was directed to send some troops 
over, and the Maiyland brigade sent by hini got to the 
ground in time to take an active and offeetivo part in the 
fight. The First Maiyland regiment, returning from Prcd- 
ericksburg, had at once, without waiting for ordeis, joined 
in the attack on Tyler's right. 

General Hancock ordered up Bimey's division in double- 
quick, directed Barlow and Gibbon to bo ready to follow, 
and went himself to the ground, where ho found Tyler's Jivi- 
sion " fiercely engaged " with the enemy in front of the 
Fredericksburg road. As soon as General Bimey's troops 
arrived two of his brigades were thrown into action on 
Tyler's right, but the severity of the action was already 
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over, GenerBl Crawford, of the Fifth Corps, amved shortlj 
after Btmej, abont dark, and waa formed ia support of 
Kitcbing and tlia Maryland brigade on the left. 

The figbting, General Hancock saya, continued obstinate 
until about nine o'clock, when the enemy gave way, retreat- 
ing rapidly across the Ny. The loaa of the enemy in killed 
and wounded was severe, and about 100 prisoners fell into 
OUT bands. This was the first engagement Tyler's troops had 
token part in, and they acquitted themselves haudsomelf , be 
says. 

Qeneial Early saya that his whole corps was held ready to 
co-operate with Ewell, ahouJd bis attack prove suecessfiil, 
and that, to create a diversion in his favor, ThomEbs's bri- 
gade ■^-oa thronn forward. It made a demonstration on 
Genera! Cutler's front so far as to drive in the pickets on his 
right fiauk. 

Bnasell's diviaion of the Sixth Corps was massed near the 
Harris bouse during the night of the 19th, and on the mam- 
ing of the 20th relieved Bimey'sand Tyler's divisions, which 
joined the other two divisions of the Second Corps t 
Anderson's or Clark's mill. Crawford and Kitching with 
Bussell now protected the right flank of the army.' 



la's uoonnl ol tbli ttta.\i tb 
IS battlo on the IdC ol the B 



foUowliiK at 
lood Corjn, nod 



L 



UiidDie. Nothing took 
ic flghtine lH-niinit«l. 



! «oUan together, bath eqnsllj close to the anemj notll 



il Tjflat ud n«u tha | 



115 



BPOTTSYLVANIA COURT HOOSE. 

The nmnber wouuded on the 18tU of May, almoHt e 
of the Second Corpa, was, according to Medical Director 
McFarlin, 552, and oa the 19th, chiefly from the Second 
Corps, 1,100, making a total wounded o{ 1,653. Eatimatuig 
by the rule adopted, we have lor HUeJ, 371, and for killed 
and wounded 2,023. Colonel Coulter, eommanrtiiig brigado 
in Crawford's division, was aevarely wounded on the 18th. 

Adding the number of wounded of the Army of the Poto- 
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□lao heretofore stated as occurring at Spottsylvania Court 
House, from the morning of the 8th to the night of the 19th, 
ve have a total wounded of 10,821. Medical Director 
McParlin states it to liave been 10,531, but 1 find he omits 
the 300 wounded left in the hands of the Confederates in the 
afternoon of the 10th of May. 

The number of killed, according to the regimental re- 
ports, he states to have been 1,781 ; and of missing, accord- 
ing to the same authority, 2,077; making a total, hy his 
numbers, of 14,389. 

But many of those counted among the missing wera 
killed. UBing the nambers I have given, we have : 

Wounded 10,821 

KiUad 2,447 

Killed and wounded 13,268 

Missing 1,411 

Total 14,679 

The sum of the killed and missing, according to the regi- 
mental records, is probably correct, and I hare used that 
sum, apportioning its parts differently. 

General Burnaide states his losses to have been 2,454 
killed and wounded, and 590 missing. These numbers, 
added to those of the Army of the Potomac, give killed and 
wounded, 15,722 ; missing, 2,001 ; total casualties, 17,723. 

Medical ofBcers were directed to retain in the field-hos- 
pital all cases of slight wounds, but it was difBcult to eiLe- 
cute the order ; men would slip off in the night, and find 
their way to the steamers. Several hundred were, however, 
retained, accompanying the army in ambulances. 

Medical Director McParlin states that the total number of 
wounded received in ffasliington from Fredericksburg {the 
Tonnded of the Wilderness and Spottsylvania Court House) 
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waa 21,966, of which 19,766 belonged to the Aimy of the 
PotoniBP, and 2,200 to the Ninth Corps. The namber I 
have given for the Ancy of the Potomtic in. those two battles 
is 19,923. The number reported by General Bumside for 
the Ninth Corps is, 3,123 ; totaJ, 23,0.16, an excess of Surgeoa 
McFarlin's numbers of 1,080. But that excess is more 
than made up by the number of slightly wounded aocom- 
panying the army, and those left in the hands of the Confed- 
erates on the 10th of May. 

The number of killed and wounded in the two battles of 
the Wilderness and Spottsylvania Court House ia therefore 
28,207. The number of missing 4,903, making a total of 
killed, wounded, and missing, of 33,110. 

Burgeon McFarlin further states that the number of sick 
sent to Washington from Fredoricl^burg at this period was 
4,225. This would make a total of losses in this period of 
sixteen days of 37,335, the men discharged by expiration of 
their term of service not included. 

The casualties at Spottsylvania Court House, according to 
Badeau, were 2,271 killed, 9,360 wounded, 1,970 missing ; 
total, 13,601. The source of error in his figui'es has been 
already pointed out ; his number of wounded is too small. 

I have no means of presenting an accurate account of the 
casualties in the Army of Northern Virginia at Spottsylvania 
Court House. Excepting on those days and at those parts 
of the field noted in the narrative, they must have been 
much fewer in number than our own, since they remained on 
the defensive under the cover of intrenchments, entjmgled 
in their front in a manner unknown to European warfare, 
find, indeed, in a manner new to warfare in this country. 
Their losses were, however, severe. . 

This account of the operations shows in what manner the 
contest between the two armies was carried on. The march- 
ing was done chiefly at night, and the contact was so close 
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as to require constant vigilance day and night, and allow but 
little time for sleep. The firing was incessant. The fatigue, 
the loss of sleep, the watchfulness, taxed severely the powers 
of endurance of both officers and men. Usually, in military 
operations, the opposing armies come together, fight a battle 
and separate again, the strain lasting only a few days. In a 
siege it is only a small part of the opposing troops that are 
close together. But with these two armies it was different. 
From the 5th of May, 1864, to the 9th of April, 1865, they 
were in constant close contact, with rare intervals of brief 
comparative repose. 




CHAPTER IV. 



MOVEMENT TO THE NORTH ANNA RIVER— THE CAV- 
ALRY CORPS SENT AGAINST THE COSFEDEBATE 
CAVALRY, AND TO HAXALL'3 LANDING ON JAMES 
RIVER. 

It w&a snppoaed that, if one of the corps of the Army of 
the Potomac was sent some tventj miles distant on the road 
to Richmond, keeping the rest of the army ready to follow, 
Lee miglit endeavor to attack the corps, thus separated be- 
fore it conld be reinforced, and upon the tirst indication of 
svich intention (or evoQ before it, after allowing full time 
for the intention to diaclone itself, if it ehanld exist) the rest 
ol the army following the corps might be able to attack be- 
fore Lee could intrench. If Lee did not make this attempt 
on the isolated corps, then the movement would become 
Himply B taming or flank operation. 

With this view, General Grant, on the 18th, directed Gen- 
eral Meade to move Hancock on the night of tlie 19th, with 
nil his force, and as much cavaliy as could be got together 
for him under General Torbeit, as far toward Richmond on 
the line of the Fredericksburg Railroad as he could make, he 
fighting the enemy in whatever force he might find him. If 
the enemy made a general move to meet this, the three 
other corpa of the army would follow and attack, if possible, 
before Lee had time to intrench. 

The order for this was issued early in the afternoon of the 
19th, bnt the encounter with Ewell caused the movement to 
be postponed. On the 20th, Hancock was directed by Gen- 
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eral Meade to move »a soon after dark as practicable, by waj 
of Guinea Station and Bowling Green to Milford Station, 
about twenty miles distant by the route named, and take 
position on the right bank of the Mattapony, if practicable, 
and attack the enemy wherever found ; he was to report 
progress constantly to headtiitarters. 

General Warren was dii'ected to make all preparations to 
move in the morning of the Slat to Massaponax Church, and 
thence south by the Telegraph road, crossing the Ny at 
Smith's mill, the Po at Stannard's mill, and thence south- 
ward by Mud tavern, Thomburg, Nancy "Wright's, etc, 
Bnrnside was 'to follow Warren, and Wright, who waa to 
concentrate in the vicinity of the commanding pcsition of 
the Oayle house, was to withdraw on the night of the 2lBt, 
and follow Hancock's route. 

General Hancock moved on the night of the 20th, arrived 
at Guinea Station (eight miles on the way), at daybreak of 
the 21st, where there was experienced a little opposition. 
About ten o'clock in the morning, Torbert, with the cavalry 
in advance, came upon some of Kemper's infantry brigade 
(Pickett's division) intrenched at Milford Station, and drove 
them out of their pits and across the Mattapony, captured 
some prisoners, and secured the wagon-road bridge as well 
as the railroad bridge there. By midday Barlow's division 
was across the river, in position and intrenched, the rest of 
the corps following. 

Very early in the morning of the 21st, Bumside'a, War- 
ren's, and Wright's skirmishers were pressed close np against 
the enemy's intrenchments to ascertain if any part of their 
force had been withdrawn. A movement of troops toward 
their right was noted, for Lee, learning from bis cavalry de- 
tachment at Guinea Station, and through his signal stations, 
that infantry and cavalry of our army had passed there at 
daybreak, brought Ewell at a very early hour to hia right. 
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And posted liim along the Routh bank of the Po, a port of 
his force holding the crossing of the Telegtaph load at 
Staunard'a mills.' 

At tan o'clock General Wan'en began to withdraw. Hia in- 
'Btructions were modified so aa to bring him to Guinea Station 
Vhere he crossed the river (below the jmiction of the Po and 
tho Ny) and moved out the road running southwest to Madi- 
son's store, halting for the night at Catlatt's where the road 
from Mud tavern cornea in, and sending foi-ward detach- 
ments toward Mad tavern and to Madison's store ; the latter 
place is about a mile from the telegraph road at Nancy 
"Wrighfs. Detachments of the enemy's cavalry were at 
Oninea bridge when General Warren crossed and kept in 
front of his detachments on both roads. The modification of 
General Warren's route was Aiade to bring him several miles 
nearer General Hancock. Wright's route was also modified, 
he to fallow BumsidB. 

General Bumside, in accordance with his instmctions, set 
hia corps in motion aa soon as the road was clear of the Fifth 
Oorpa, Bending a brigade of Potter's division in advance to 
the crossing of the Po at Stannard's mill. The 
enemy's pickets were found on the north aide of the river a » 
ioile in advance of it, and were driven to the south side, and 
dispositions were made by General Potter to carry the ford 
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hy assault. Bnt under the orders he had received Oenei&l 
EuTDBidQ did not deem it advisable to attempt this, bnt took 
tho alternative in liis instrnptions, and moved by the road to 
Guinea Station, the head of bis coluron arriving there at 
2 A.M. of the 22d, on their waj to Downer's bridge by the 
Sowling Green road. The corps was halted as soon as it 
cleared Guinea Station. 

The withdrawal of bo mnch force from contact with the 
enemy led to Geneml Wilcox of Hill's corps being sent ont 
late in the afternoon with two of his brigades to ascertain 
what force ot onr army still remained before Spottsjlvania 
Court House. As soon as General Warren abandoned his in- 
trenchments General Wright withdrew to his new lines at 
the Gayle house ; about six o'clock Wilcox's brigades mads a 
brisk attack upon Wright's pickst lines, but were repulsed by 
it except at one point where the akirmishers were driven 
back a short distance, when some artillery intervened and re- 
stored their hoe. 

As soon as General Bamside was out of the way General 
Wright withdrew without further molestation, and arrived at 
Guinea Station early the next morning. 
_ During the day the enemy's cavalry detachments had 
been busy picking up information of our movement, and 
one of General Hancock's despatches was captured. General 
Hampton had some of his cavalry in front of Hancock on the 
road from Milford to Hanover Junction, and some of Pick- 
ett's infantry on the same road. Other of Hampton's cavaliy 
were on the roads between the Mattapony and the Telegraph 
road. General Breckinridge a'as at Hanover Junction. 

The withdrawal of the Fifth Corps, which could not be con- 
cealed from the enemy, set Lee's army in motion, but not to 
attack the Second Corps, as it was hoped he would, but to 
interpose between the Army of the Potomac and Richm.ond, 
and to cover ths Virginia Central Bailroad, one of those 



MOVEMENT TO THE NORTH ANNA RIVER 



123 



I 



I 



Toada that connected Bichmond with, the most fertile parts 
of Virginia. 

Thia road coming from the wBHt intewectB the Fredericks- 
burg and Richraond Railroad between the North and South 
Anna rivers, a tew miles above the confluence of those 
streams, and there tums and runs soutli to Richmond, keep- 
ing east of the Froderickabnrg road and five or six miles dis- 
tftnt from it. The point of crossing of these roads is called 
Hanover Junction, after the county of that name. 

Hanover Junction is twentj-four or twentj-five miles north 
of Richmond, and twenty-eight miles south by the Telegraph 
road from the right of Lee'a Spottsylvania Court Housa in- 
trenchments at Snell'a bridge on the Po. 

About the time when Leo began to move, Hancock's lead- 
ing division had just crossed the Mattapony at Milford and 
taken position there, but this fact could not then have been 
known to Lee, who must still have been under the belief that 
we wera moving east of the Mattapony to cross it at a point 
much lower down than Milford, and then avoiding the North 
and South Anna rivers to cross the river formed by their 
junction, the Famunkey, at Littlex)agc's bridge on the stage 
load to Richmond, or at other convenient points below. 
Lee's shortest route to meet this movement was by the Tele- 
graph road through Hanover Junction ; and about midday of 
the 21st, Ewell set out on that road for the Junction, fol- 
lowed by Longstreet's corps on the same road. Ewell ar- 
lived at the Junction some time in the forenoon of the 22d ; 
the head of Longstreet's corps reached the' North Anna at 
the Telegraph road bridge about midday. The bridge is 
two miles north of the Junction. General Lee accompanied 
Swell's corps. Hill's corps moved in the night of the 2lBt, 
taking a roate west of the Telegraph road, probably passing 
through Childsburg and crossing the North Anna at Ander- 
aos's bridge, near Beaver Cam Station. It united with tha 
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Dthei corps at HonoveT .Tttnctioii evidently not later than thA 
morning of the 23d. 

On the afternoon of the 21st General TTill retomed to the 
oomnuLnd of liis corps ; and General Early reeuined com- 
mand of Ills division on the morning of the 22d. 

General Gordon was assigned to the command of John- 
son's division, to which his own brigade, now commanded by 
Brigadier-General Evans, was transferred. Hoke's brigade, 
now commanded by Colonel Lewis, joined General Early's 
division at the .Tunctiou on the 22d, coming from Vetera- 
burg. Its effective force is put down by Oolcmel Taylor, 
Adjutant-Gejieral of Lee'a army, at 1,200. 

The eifective total of infantry with General Breckinridge 
was, most probably, 2,500. Having defeated General Sigel 
on the 15tb of May at New Market, in the Shenandoah Val- 
ley, with severe loss, and that ofQcer having retreated behind 
Cedar Creek, General Breckinridge, by General Lee's direc- 
tion, after sending off his temporary force and leaving Gen- 
eral Imboden with his mounted infantry to look after the 
Valley, brought his two infantry brigades by railroad front 
Stannton to Hanover Junction, arriving there on the 20th 
ot May. 

General Pickett, with his division, had also arrived at the 
Juaction, Ilia effective total being, according to the beat in- 
formation, 5,000." 
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Geneml Butler having at tliia time withdrawn, to bis in- 
ttencluaents at Bermuda Hundred, in the forks ot the James 
and Appomattos rivers, General Beauregard having a short 
line of intrencIimentB in Butler's front, ruuniug from river 
to river, was able to send General Pickett's division to 
General Lee. Lee's reinforcements at Hanover Junction, 
according to this statement, amouuted to 8,T00 muskets and 
probably 600 officers. 

Shortly after sending General Fickett to Ceneral Lee, 
General Beauregard sent General Hoke's division to him. 
It joined General Lee at Cold Harbor with an effective total 
of infantry (enlisted men) a little less than 6,000, acoordins 
to Colonel Walter H. Taylor. 

Warren's cavalry outpost at Lebanon Church, near Madi- 
aon's store, or ordinary, had heard the noise of troops passing 
along the Telegraph road all night, and some part of the 
tntina that accompany troops were in view from Lebanon 
Church early lu the morning of the 22d. Information was re- 
ceived from the detachmeut sect by General Wanen toward 
Mad taveru that Swell's and Lougatreet's oorps had passed 

I over the road in the night. 

I Early in the moraiag of the 22<I General Wanen was di- 
rected to move as soon as the Sixth Coiiis was up to him, by 
way of Madison's ordinary and Nancy Wright's to Harris's 
store, and halt there for the night. Harris's store is near 
the Telegraph road and on the cross-road from Childsburg 
to MiUord. General Wright was directed to move to Madi- 
son's ordinary as soon as his corps rested ; General Ewnside 
to resume his moroh at ten o'clock, cross tlie Mattapoay at 
Downer's bridge, and take the road running from that bridge 
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to Hoaover Junction, halting at New Bethel Church, where 
there is a cross-road running past Madison's ordinary to 
Bowling Green. 

General Hancock was directed to remain at Milf ord during 
the 22d. By this arrangement, on the night of the 22d the 
four corps were at points three or four miles distant from 
each other. Communication was kept up between them 
duiing the day. 

Upon arriving at Madison's ordinary General Warren trans- 
ferred part of his corps to the Telegraph road, the other 
part taking' a road one mile east oi and parallel with it. 
Stragglers of the enemy's infantry were picked up. The 
rear of Longatreet's corps was reported to be but three 
miles distant. At one o'clock f.u. Bosser's cavalij brigade 
was encountered at the crossing of the Mat Biver near Dr. 
Flipper's. 

The enemy's cavalry pickets hung about Hancock during 
the day, and one body of them was at Athens, about three 
miles distant. 

Upon leaving Spottsylvania Court House the character of 
the country in great part changed. It was now open and 
well cnltivoted, but there were still extensive woods, with 
thick nndergi'owth and swamps. 

The chief object of Hancock's circuitous movement 
not accomplished.' There would probably have been more 
chance of success had Hancock moved by the Telegraph 
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road on the night of the 20th, followsd by Wairen ; the 
Sixth and Ninth Corps to be mored subsequently in accord- 
ance with the developments of the Second nnd Fifth Coipa ; 
thttt wotUJ perhaps havo brought on a collision before Lee 
conld intrench on new ground. 

At 9.30 A.M. of the 22d General Lee telegraphed from 
Hanover Junction to Richmond ; " I hove arrived at this 
place with the head of Ewell's corps. Longstreet is closo 
»p. Hill I expect to come on my right, but I have not 
heard from him since I left him last nigUt. I have leoiTied 
as yet nothing of the movements of the enemy east of the 
Mattapony." But it could not have been much after mid- 
day of the 22d when General Lee received information from 
his cavalry of our advance toward the North Anna by the 
Telegraph and other roads west of the Mattapony,' and be- 
gan to dispose his force to meet our attempt to cross it. 

Oa the night of the 22d Lee was at Hanover Junction with 
two of his corps {the third joining him the next morning), 
■while the leading corps of Meade's army were fifteen milea 
distant from it, the other two nineteen nulea. 

On the night of the 22d General Grant directed General 
Meade to hold the army in readiness to move at 5 a.m. on 
the 23d, each corps to send at that hour the cavalry detach- 
ments serving with it, with some infantry, on all the roada in 
' the front leading south, and ascertain, if possible, where the 
I eaemy was. Similar instructions were given to the Ninth 
I Corps. The corps were to follow their reconnoitering 
I parties. If it was found that the enemy hod crossed the 
Korth Anna, the army would follow ; the Second Corps 
I Would move to Chesterfield ford [near the Fredericksburg 
t and Richmond Bailroad bridge] ; the Ninth Corps to Jericho 

•nand Brntton, who™ brigKlo wm the ro»r Knnrd of LnngBlimf > corps. 
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bridge ; the Fifth Corps to a point on the river west of 
Jericho bridge. There wore but two roada leading south 
marked oq our maps, mid corps commajiders were directed 
to seek for plantation or other roada ao as to facilitate our 
moTements. Our maps were erroneoua in many places, but 
especially so in the vicinity of the North Anna. Wliat was 
marked as Jericho bridge was really Jericho mills. 3'h6 
bridge across the North Anna was whore the Telegraph road 
crossed, it, four miles below Jericho mil 1b and about halt a 
mile above the Fredericksburg Bailroad bridge. Chesterfield 
ford was at the site of the Telegi'aph road bridge. These 
map-errors led to but little delay or embarrassment. The 
general intention of the order was apparent, and tbe corps 
commanders arranged their troopa in accordance with that. 
The Sixth Corps followed the Fifth on the Telegraph rood, 
that being found tbe better arrangement. The Ninth Corps 
tised in part plantation roada between those followed by the 
Second and Fifth Corps. 

Bosser's cavalry kept ia front of the Fifth Corps up to the 
vicinity of the North Anna. 

General Warren arrived at Motmt Carmet Church about 
eleven a.m., and from that point moved to Jericho mills, 
about three miles distant, so as to give place for the Second 
Corps in its movement to Chesterfield ford (bridge over the 
North Anna). At Jericho millH no enemy was visible on the op- 
posite bank, and to secure the crossing-place Baxtlett'a bri- 
gade waded over and formed on the opposite bank, encounter' 
ing only a few of the enemy's pickets. The banks of the river 
were high and precipitous and the road on both, sides ve^ 
rough, consisting of a series of rocky steps. The laying of 
a ponton bridge was at once commenced. Upon receiving 
this ioformstion, General Meade, with the sanction of Gen- 
eral Grant, directed General Warren to cross the river with 
his whole corps. By 4.30 r.a. all the infontry was over, 
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' Onwlord's di^sion wading across while Cutlet's was passing 
on the ponton bridge. Artillery toUowed the iniantiy. It 
Iras learnt tJiat Hill's corps was near at hoed, partially in- 
trenched on the Oeutral Bailroad. Line of battle was formed 
about half a mile from the river, on the edge of a wood nest 
to the river, the front being covoi'ed by the wood. On the 
dght there was open ground, and here artillery was posted. 
Oi^wford was on the left, resting near the river ; Griflin in 
tbe centre ; and Oatler on the right. Cutler was still going 
into position when, at about sis o'clock. Hill attacked the 
oentre and right of Warreu'a line ; the attack was heaviest on 
Cutler, whoae troops on the right not having formed, broke 
snd were followed by the enemy, but the artillery dtore 

■ tiiem bock, and being repulsed on Griffin's front they fell 
ifeock to the railroad, having suffered considerable loss, ea- 
pecially in prisonera. The loaa in killed and wounded was 
probably equal on both aidea. 

L The head of the Sixth Corps was at Mo\mt Carmel Church 
when the actaon began, and the corpa moved at once to ths 
Bapport of General Warren, but did not eiosa the river until 
the momiBg of the 24th, as it was uot deemed necessaiy. 
Tbe Fifth Corps intrenched during the night. 
. At eleven a.m. of the 23d General Hancock repori«d from 
Old Choaterfleld (about four miles from the North Anna, at 
the railroad and Telegraph road bridges] that port of his in- 
faixtiy had parsed that point, moving toward those bridges, his 
First Division massed at Old Chesterfield and the rest comuig 
up. In accordance with his instructions, advancing, he t-ook 
position on the north bank about a mile from the river, hia 
right aoTDSB the Telegraph road, hia left across the Fueder- 
icksborg Eailroad ; Birncy on tlie right. Barlow in the 

Ennntre, and Gibbon on the left. The enemy were seen in 
e on the south side of tbe river, moving in oolnmn. 
y hftd batteries in position on the high sonthem bank erf 
^: 



130 THE VIKGINIA CAMPAIGN OP '64 AND '6S. 

the river, as well as inlftntry intreaclimoatH. On the norUi 
aide they hud intrenchments covering the Telegi'aph road 
bridge, and on the aouth side, close to both bridges, similar 
works. The bridge-head works were held in force by a part 
of Kershaw's division. After examining them General Bir- 
ney was of opinion they could be token, and about six o'clock 
General Hancock directed liim to make the attempt. The 
forc« sent, Egan's and Kerce'a brigade of Bimey's division, 
had to advance several hundred yards over open ground as- 
cending to the river bank under ajtillery and infantry fire, 
which they did in a spirited manner carrying the works and 
capturing some of the enemy, the rest being driven over the 
river. The bridge was taken possession of, and the attempts 
of the enemy to bom it during the night were frustrated. 
The south end of the railroad bridge was, however, held bf 
them throughout the night, and that end was burnt. 

General Burasido had been directed to take position on 
the right of Hancock, seize Ox ford, which was about a mile 
above the Telegraph road bridge, and iiold it if practicable. 
But on hia approach to the ford it waa found to be in the 
possession of the enemy, who at this point wore strongly in- 
trenched on the south bank of the river, and in heavy force. 

On the morning of the 24th it waa foimd that the enemy in 
front of the Second Corps had abandoned hia advanced 
works on the south bank of the river, and Geneial Hancock 
crossed and occupied them. Upon examining the enemy's 
position it was seen that in this jtart of the field he held a 
strongly intrenched line, having slashing nnd abatis ; his 
left rested on the river halt a mile above the bridge, then ex- 
tended up it to Ox ford ; his right was several miles below 
and near the site of Morris's bridge, the line being about 
three miles long and running in a soatheaat direction along 
the chord of a bend in the river. He had artillery in posi- 
tion, and trsTersBs were being added where the line was ex- 



MOVEMENT TO THE NORTH ANNA RIVER. 131 

pOHsd to enfilade or reverse fire. BweLl's corps was on tha 
right, Longstreet's on the left. The Second Corpa Euivanced 
and intrenched within ais or eight hundred yards ot this 
line. About aix o'clock in the evening Smyth'a brigade of 
Gibbon's division, which woe on hia left, became briskly en- 
gaged, the enemy pressing Gibbon's Quti>osts but gaining no 
material advantage. Barlow's division was got ready to at- 
tack, but the enemy's intranchmenta were found to be so 
strong that tho design woa abandoned. Potter's division ot 

Iihe Ninth Corp? was sent to Hanoook and occupied the tight 
1^ hia line. 
, General Bnmside was ordered on the morning of the 24th 
Jto carry Ox ford and cross with his corps to the south side 
pi the river, but found the enemy so atrongly intrenched on 
^be south bank at this point that lie did not attack. Crit- 
tsnden'H division crossed the river at Quatleii's mill (about a 
mile and a half above Ox ford), where he found General 
Crawford with his division. These two advanced toward 
the enemy's position at Ox ford, with a view to carrying it 
and enabling General Willoox to cross there ; but tha 
enemy were found too strongly posted and in too strong 
force, and these two divisions, after a brief encounter, with- 
drew. Part of Griflin's division and part ot the Sixth Corps 
were thrown foi'ward to the railroad. 

The neit morning, the 25th, the Fifth Corps {with Crit- 
tenden's division, which was placed under General "Warren's 
orders) and the Siith Corps were thrown forward to within 
six or eight hundred yards ot the enemy's line, which was 
found to run south from Os ford to Anderson's mill on 
Iiittle Biver, a distance of about a mile and a half. It Lad 
been partially developed the day before by Crawford. It 
was well inb'enched and traversed throughout, as it was ex- 
posed to enfilade and reverse iire from the high ground on 
the north bank of the North Anna, upon which General 
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Willcos eatabliahed some batteries. This part of Lee'a linfl 
was hold by Hill's corps and Pickett's division. 

The position of Lee's army, we now see, was well choHen. 
With its left Testing on Liittle Biver, the line ran notth in 
open ground to the North Anna at Os ford, extended along 
the river three-qiiartej's of a mile, and then ran in a south- 
east direction to the river at the aits of Morris's bridge. 
His army was concentrated. The two parts of the Army ot 
the Potomac were not only widely Beparated, with onlj a 
division between them, but the river had to be crossed 
twice to reinforce one part from the other, Lee could re- 
inforce a point attacked in one-third of the time that Meads 
could reinforce at the same point. Some persons, indeed, 
have thought that Lee should hare left a small pact of hia 
force to hold the intrenehmenta of his left and attacked 
Hancock with the rest of his army. But Hancock was in- 
trenched, and Lee knew well the advantage that gave, and 
he could not afford the loss that he would have inevitably 
suffered in such an attack. It was only by surprise at some 
exposed point that he could afford to attack. Haiioook*a 
force, including Potter's division, did not probably exceed 
24,000 officers and enlisted men of infantry. Leaving 7,000 
to hold the west face of his intrenchments and the apex on 
the river, Lee might hayo attacked Hancock with abont 
36,000 ofScera and enlisted men of infantry ; but intrench- 
ments make up for greater differences than that in Dumbeis..' 

Meraorlal Meeting In Bichmnnd pn tho M of Xovenibcr, !B70, Baid thM at Iblg 
perioil Ganeml liee wm ponBtanH;p BdoHng an opportunity w> mUok the Anny at 
the FatoQiBO ; tlmC Ho hQiwd (OEtrUistliablowiilthBNortb Anna, or between tba 

DJrpn a,t Jericho rgrd, iFhera It mu In n humrdons pasltion, aepimted bDOi Iha 
OoloDsl WiUa H. I'STloT. Adjntant-Benenl ot Iha Anny o[ Norttum VltstnUJ 
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The strength of Lee's position was ench that it was 
determined to contimie the movement by. the left flank, a 
movement in that direction being considered, under tbe ex- 
iatiug conditions, preferable to that b; the right flank. 

During the 25th and 2iith portions of the Central and 
Fredericksburg railroads were broken up, and on the 26th 
General Wilson, with his cavalry diviaion, was sent across the 
Uorth Anna to demonstrate on our right, and also to aid in 
the destruction of the Central Railroad, The movements of 
hia division gave General Lee the impression, as it was de- 
signed it should, that it was contemplated to move the 
Army of the Potomao by its right flaok. 

According to the report of Medical Director McParlin, the 
wounded of the Army of the Potomac from the 21st to the 
26th of May, both days included, numbered 2,100, that being 
the number sent from Fort Royal on the Rappahannock 

. Biver to the hospitals in Washington.' 

I Oeueral Benham, at Washington, nas directed on the 26th 

of Maj to proceed to Fort Monroe with all bis bridge-equi' 

page and materiel and be ready to move up the James 

Biver. 

General Sheridan returned with the Cavalry Corps to the 

I Army of the Potomac on the 2ith of May. 

I la compliance with his instructions of the 8th of May to 

r eoncentrate his available moimted force and proceed against 
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the enemj's cavalry, replenish his supplies at Haxall's Land- 
ing from Oeoerfil Butler's stores, and retui-n to the armv, 
he concentrated in the vicinitj of Aldrich's, on the Orange 
and Fredericksburg plank road, and, on the morning of the 
9th, moved on the Telegraph road past the right of Lee's 
army to cross the North Anna, and get oat of the reach 
of Iiee'a infantry before encountering Stewart's cavaliy. 
Passing through Childsburg, hia leading division, Merritt'a, 
crossed the North Anna at Anderson's ford by dark. Gor- 
don's (James B.) brigade of W. H. F, Lee's cavalry division 
overtook his rear guard, Davies' brigade, Gregg's division, 
south of the Ta Biver, and continued ia contact with Gregg's 
and Wilson's divisions until a late hour, these divisions halt- 
ing for the night on the north side of tho North Anna. 

Custer's brigade was sent to Beaver Dam Station, on the 
Virginia Central Railroad, where, on the 10th, it destroyed 
ten miles of the road, locomotives, cars, and a large amount 
of army supplies, and recaptured 375 prisoners taken from 
us at the Wilderue^, who were on their way to Bichmond. 

On the 10th Sheriilixn crossed the South Anna at Ground 
Squirrel bridge, halting for the night on the south bank. 

Gordon's brigade of Stewart's cavalry clung to Gregg's 
and Wilson's divisions while they were crossing the North 
Anna in the morning, and until they entered the Negro Foot 
road, about five miles before reaching Ground Squirrel 
bridge. General Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry division, composed 
of 'Wickham's and Lomas's brigades, had, during all thia 
time, been moving by a circuitous route to interpose be- 
tween Sheridan and Biclimond. 

On the night of the 10th Davies' brigade was sent to 
Ashland, on the Fredericksbnrg Railroad, where it arrived 
at daylight before the Confederate cavalry, drove out soma 
force there, destroyed the d^p3t, several miles of the road, 
a tiain and a large amount of stores, and rejoined the main. 
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'hoAj at Allen's Station. There it was aBcertained that 
Stewart was cocceDtrnting at the YeUow tavern on the Brook 
pike, six miles from Bichmond, and Sheridan's whole force 
moved on that point, Merritt in advance, Wilson next, then 
I Gregg. Sheridan was adrancing in a aoutheast direction on 
f the Mountain road, which intersects the Brook pike at Yel- 
low tavern, and, upon arriving at the intersection, formed be- 
tween that road and tiie Fredericksbnrg Bailroad. Stewart 
was formed at the intersection of the Brook pike and Moun- 
tain road, facing west or north of west. Merritt attacked 
and gained the Brook pike, but Stewart got a position on 
his flank and enfiladed his line with artilleiy. Then Custer 
charged this flanking force, Wilson supporting him, and 
I oaptured their artillery, two guns, with their gunners, and 
I broke their line. Stewart's detached force under Gordon 
' now attacked Sheridan in rear, but Gregg drove it toward 
Ashland and across the north fork of the Chickahominy ; 
Fitzhugh Iice's division fell back toward Richmond. 

The casualties on both sides weTQ Eevere, and especially 
on the Confederate side, their brilliant cavalry commander. 
General Stewart, being mort-allj wounded, and Brigadier- 
General Jamea B. Gordon killed. 

Following up the part of Stewart's force that fell back 
toward Bichmond, General Sheridan crossed Brook Bun 
Bad entered the moat advanced line of iutrenchment«. In- 
tending to keep south of the Chickahominy, and passing by 
Fair Oaks, to make a demonstration in favor of General 
Butler, who, he was informed, was on the south side of the 
James four miles from Bichmond, he massed his force at 
daylight of the 12tb on the plateau at Meadow bridge. 
Some force of the enemy's cavalry held the north bank at 
the bridge, which had been so injured as to be impassable. 
UHerritt's division repaired it, crossed and followed up the 
liother side to Gaines's mill. 
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On the MechaaicsTLlle road tho defensive works of Eieh- 
mond estended out close to the Chiekahominy, and Wilson 
found that he could not pass them. Two brigades of in- 
fantry, Boi'ton's and Gracie's, with Bonie dismounted caTolrj, 
advanced from these workit, and in conjunction 'uith their 
artillery attacked Wilson and Gregg, and ftt first with Bue- 
coss, but finally they were forced to withdraw witliin their 
lines, and Wilson and Gregg crossed the Chiekahominy 
above the MecJianicsviUe bridge. Tlie coips encamped for 
the night between Walnut Grove and Goinee'e mill. CroM- 
ing to the south side of the Cbickahouuny at Bottoto bridge 
the nest day. General Sheridan reached the vicinity of Has- 
all's Landing on the 14th of May, and remained there nntil 
the 17th. 

Tho casualties on our part in tliia operation were 4S5 
Jtilled, wounded. Mid misaing, I have not been able to find 
any Confederate report or account of it or of their Iobsbs. 
In returning to the Army of the Potomac by way of tto 
White House, ' Custer was sent to destroy the railroad bridges 
over the South Anna and Gregg to Cold Harbor to cover 
CoBter'a operations. But on the way to Hano\er Conrt 
House Caster encountered so large a force of infantry, ap- 
parently on the march to join the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia, that he was unable to accompbah the task, and they 
both retnmed to General Sheridan, who, as before stated, 
rejoined the army on the 21th of May. 
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Thb Army of the James was conipoaed of the Tenth and 
Eighteenth Corps, commanded respectively by Major-Gon- 
erals Q. A. Gillmore and Wm. F, Smith, and a cavalry divi- 
sion commanded by Brigadier-General A. V. Kaute. The 
Tenth Corps, drawn from the troops in South Carolina, con- 
sisted of three divisions conunanded by Brigadier-Generals 
Terry, Turner, and Antes, and numbered, present for duty, 
officers and 16,126 enlisted men of infantry, and 3Q 
.^ifficers and 1,078 enlisted men of artillery, with ii guns and 
S siege howitzers. 

The Eighteenth Corps conaistod of three divisions com- 
uumded by Brigadier-Generals Brooks, 'Wcitzel, and Hinks, 
and niunbered, present for duty, 653 officers and 14,325 en- 
listed men of infantry, and 25 officers and 987 enlisted men 
of artilleiy, with 36 guns. Hinks'a division was composed 
of colored troops. Butler's infantry force was therefore 
;i,829 officers and 30,543 enlisted men of kifantry, with 82 
gana aerved by 61 officers and 2,065 enlisted men of artil- 
lery. 

Kautz's caTalry numbered 97 officers and 2,80i enlisted 
jaen, with 6 guns. There was also a brigade of colored cav- 
alry under Colonel West, some 1,800 strong. 

General Butler had been instructed by Lientenant-General 
Qiant that Richmond was his objective point ; that he was 
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to move at the same time as ths Armj of the Potomac, talks 
City Point and that vicinity ; intrench, concentrate all hia 
troops for the field there as rapidJv as possible, and operate 
on the south side of the James against Richmond, holding 
close to the Bouth bank of the river as he advanced, and 
using every exertion to secure a footing as far up the vivei 
possible ; that Jiis armj and the Army of the Potomac w 
to eo-operate. Should General Lee fall back upon Bich- 
mond, the Army of the Potomac would unite with the Army 
of the James. If he, Butler, should be able to invest Bicb- 
mond on the south side so aa to rest his left npon the James 
above the city, the junction of the two armies would prefer- 
ably take place there. Under any circumstances it might be 
advisable to make the janction there, and if he, General 
Butler, should hoar that the Army of the Potomac was 
vancing in that direction, or have reason to believe from the 
action of the enemy that they apprehended danger from that 
quarter, then he was to attack vigoronsly, and if he could 
not carry the city he would, at least, be able to detain a 
considerable force of the enemy there. 

On the 28th of Ai)ril Butler was directed to move on 
night of the 4th of May, bo as to be far np the James Bivtf 
by daylight of the 5th ; and to push from that time with all 
his might for the accomplishment of the object before him. 

The two infantry corps of Bntler'a army were concentrated 
at Yorktown and Gloucester, on the York River, when the 
time for movement was near at hand, in order to give the 
impression that he was to advance npon Richmond on the 
line taken by General McClellan in 1862. 

On the night of the 4th of May they embarked on trans- 
ports, and descending the York River moved up the James 
early on the 5th, convoyed by Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee's fleet 
of five armored ships and a large number of gunboats. On 
the afternoon of the 5th the fleet of transports reached Ber- 
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mnda Hundred Neck, at the confiueiice of the Jamea osd 

Appomattox rivers, and by morning of the 6th of May the 

troops had disembarked. 

r Brigadier-Oenerol Wilde's brigade of colored troopa liad 

Bonded at Fort Powhatan, on the south bank of the James, 

H&d at Wilson's wharf, some five miles below, on the north 

' bank. General Eink'a division of colored troops (of which 

General Wilde's brigade was a part) landed at City Point, at 

the mouth of the Appomattox, on the south side. His divi- 

n was about 5,000 strong, 
k On the morning of the 5tli of Maj Colonel West, with his 
lored brigade, moved up the Peninsula to cross the Chick- 
lominj and unite with Oenei'al Bntler, which be Biccom- 
ished. 
t On the same morning General Eautz set out from Suffolk 
o cut the Petersburg and Weldon Railroad at the crossings 
f the Nottoway Bivar, Stoay Creek, and Bowunty Ci-eek, 
1 a view to delay the oitIvsI at Bichmond of troopa on 
r way from the South, as well as to serioualj impair tlio 
ines of supply to the Ai'my of Northern Virginia. 
) On the morning of tlie 6th the troops on Bermuda Hun- 
red Neck advanced some six miles from their landing-plaoe, 
and taking up a position at a narrow part of the neck, tliree 
miles across, with their right on the Jamea, at Trent's reach, 
and their left on the Appomattox, near Port Walthall, in- 
trenched there, Smith on the right, Gillmore on the left 
About two and a half miles in front of this line was the Rich- 
mond and Petersburg Railroad, and running near it the 
pike between those towns. A brigade was sent out to these 
roads, which returned to the main body after having encoun- 
tered some force of the enemy at Port Walthall Jtinction, 
about six miles from Petersburg and sixteen from Rich- 
mond. This force was a part of Brigadier-General Hagood's 
Sontb Carolina brigade, which had just arrived from South 
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Carolina, having been halted at that point by Geneial Fiok> 
fltt, who still remaiEBd in command at Peteraburg. 

The defensive works of Itichmond consisted of a sericE 
field torts encircling the city at a distance from it varying' 
from a mile to a mile and a half. Outside of these, on 
north aide of the James, there was a connected enveloping 
line of batteries and infantry intrenchments, in most plae 
a mile beyond the forts, in others one and a half or ti 
miles beyond them. This hue crossed the James two and a 
half miles below Kichmond, and then eiteaded westerly to 
within a mile and a half of the river above the city. Beyond 
tbi^ again there was, on the north side of the river, a discoo- 
uected line of intrenchments, part of which was occnpied in 
1862, varying in distance from the line already described 
from half a mile to three miles. It abutted on the James at 
Chapiu's Bluff, some aeveo miles by the road below the d 
At Chapiu's Bluff aud the bluS a little higher up od ' 
opposite side of the James (Drury's) were the hatteriea, with 
sea-coast guns, to oppose the passage of the river. 

There were also several gunboats and torpedo boats as.- 
sembled for the defence of the river, which above the moi 
of the Appomattox was very narrow, and as high np as 
Drury's Bluff veiy winding ; the width above the Appomat- 
tox varied from six hundred to one thousand feet, in so 
places being even still narrower. The armored vessels ot 
Boar-Admiral Lee's fieet could not ascend above Trent'i 
Beaoh, the depth on its bar not admitting their passage. 
The right ot Butler's army, intrenched on Bermuda Hundred 
Neck, rested on the James just below the bar, which i 
some five miles below Drury's Bluff by land and nine by- 
Torpedoes had been planted on the bars of tho Jotnes, 
some ot them to be exploded from the land, others by c< 
tact with the vessel. Notwithstanding the great care at 
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in dragging for them as Admiral Lee's fleet ascended the 
river, tlio gunboat Cammodoro Jones was destroyed by a 
torpedo, one-half the crew being killed and wounded. 
- From Drury'a Bluff a lina of intrenchments extended 
westward two and a half miles, ao as to inclose both the 
Kichmoiid and Petersburg pike and railroad, and then ran 
northerly. This line of intrenchments was, to use General 
Gillmore's language, judiciously located, and of great 
etrength naturoily and artificially, with deep ditches, and 
■JTanged for both artillery and infantry. An advanced line 
of intFenchments, equally strong as the one just desoribed, 
left the interior line near Drury's Bluff and ran in a south- 
west direclion, crossing Proctor's Creek at the railroad 
crossing about a mile in front of the interior line and resting 
its right on 'Wooldridge's Hill. 

For the defence of Petersburg, as eaily as 1862, a circle of 
strong redans or batteries, connected by infantry parapets of 
high profile had been erected some two miles outside of 
the city. 
I The troops for the defence of these two cities were few in 
I somber on the Jst of May. Besides the artillery for the 
feeavy gnas at Chapin's and Drury's bluffs, and the field ar- 
tillery of the intrench menta of Richmond, the effective force 
of infantry there [enlisted men present for duty) did not 
probably exceed 6,000, and in this number is included 
Snttton's brigade at Obapiu'a BlnfT, and Bushrod Johnson's 
and Grade's brigades, which I suppose to have been there 
liy that time. They wero there, certainly, on the 7th of 
May, but the information concerning the force tliere on the 
let of May is very detective. The number ti,000 does not 
include the clerks and employes and others in Bichmond, 
-who had been organized as military companies to bs used 
in exigencies. At Petersburg General Pickett had a Vir- 
ginia regiment with some artillery, and, under his command. 
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ft part of Clingman's North Carolina brigade posted along 
the Black.wftter to look after any force approaching from 
Norfolk or Suffolk. General Pickett had been in command 
of the Department of Southern Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, but had been relieved of that command by General 
Beauregard abont the Ist of May. The latter officer had 
commanded the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida, and had been relieved from the charge of that 
Department in April by General Saia Jones, to enable him 
to take command of the force for the defence of Bichmond 
against the approach by James Biver. He was directed to 
bring or send forward all the disposable force in both De- 
partments for the defence of Bichmond. 

So far as I can ascertain, the troops to be bronght or sent 
forward by General Beauregard ■were Barton's, Terry's, and 
Corse's brigades of Kckett'a division, which had been serv- 
ing in North Carolina ; Wise's Virginia brigade, Hoke'a, 
Ransom's, Cllngman's and Martin's North Carolina brigades ; 
Hagood's South Carolina, and Colq^uitt's Georgia brigades ; 
General W. S. Walkei-'s Georgia brigade appeal's also to 
ha.re been bronght from South Carolina. There were, be- 
sides, several battalions of artillery, and Dearing's North 
Carolina and Walker's or Butler's South Carolina brigades 
of cflvaby. These infantry brigades, not including Walker's, 
gave an effective force of infantry (enlisted men present 
for duty) of 19,000, Bearing's brigade was abont 2,000 
strong. 

But the leading troops of this force, excepting a part ot 
Clingman's brigade, hod only begun to airive at Petersburg 
by the Weldon Eailroad on the 5th of May. These (part of 
Hagood's brigade) Greneral Pickett was authorized by Gen- 
eral Beauregard, in a telegraphic despatch from Weldon, to 
retain in Petei-sburg, and also to take command ot all troops 
arriving there. 
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■When, Butler's fleet of tranaporta was seen moving up the 
James, Genei-al Pickett called iu Clingman's troops from the 
Blackwater, baatOy collected such citizens as could be 
found, armed them, and posting' the artillery he had in the 
intrenchmentB, moved out on the road to City Point witli his 
infantiy, num.bering about a brigade. The next morning, 

kthe Cth, he sent Hagood's troopa forward to Port Walthall 
Jimction to protect the Bichmond Bailroad from the foive 
•ent out by General Butler. The order and time of amval 
in Petersburg and movement to Bichmond of Beauregard'a 
troopa I do not find stated anywhere. On the 7th, Wisa'a 
brigade, or a part of it, arrived and joined the troojra on the 
City Point road. Near midday of the Tth, General Beaure- 
gard, at Weldon, telegraphed to Richmond that Hoke (divi- 
aion) wonid begin to arrive at Kingston that night, that 
moat of the cavalry waa with him ; that half of Wise's bri- 
gade was expected at Weldon in a few hours ; that Hagood's 
last detachment had passed there the night before. 

Eantz, who made long and rapid marches, was at Wake- 
field on the Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroad on the even- 
ing of the Gth, and cut the road and telegraph there. The 
next day, the Tth, he destroyed the Weldon Bailroad bridge 
over Stony Creek, where ha learned that three trains with 
Beauregard's troopa had passed there at twelve o'clock, and 
that five more trains with troops were due there between 
Ave and sii o'clock that evening. The next day, the fith, 
Kauta was unable to destroy the railroad bridge over Eow- 
anty Creek, it being well defended, but succeeded in de- 
stroyiug the bridge over the Nottoway Eiver, though it waa 
well defended by Colonel Tabb with the Fifty-ninth Vir- 
ginia. Having accomplished all that he deemed practicable, 
^■jhe then marched to City Point, amving there on the mom- 

^Kbe oi <^iie loth. 

^^^LS!lie doatmction of the bridges over Stony Creek and Not- 
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toiTay Biver caused some delay in the transportation of 
Beanregard'a troojis. On tlia 12th of May a!l of them had 
not yet reached Petersburg, for on that day he telegraphed 
from Petersburg to Kichmnnd that he had ordered Hoke at 
Drury's Bluff to obey the orders of the Secretary of War, 
that ha, Beauregard, would join him (Hoke) with the re- 
mainder of troops as soon as they arrived. The evening of 
the 11th he had telegraphed that the equivalent of two bri' 
gades was atili to arrive. His telegi'ams to Richmond on tha 
' 11th say that the division of his force was temporary and 
made to meet an emergency ; that the movem.ent was ill 
progress ; and that he would unite with Ransom (at Drury'B 
BluS) as soon as possible ; that the troops at Fet«rs1)iirg 
and arriving there were pushed forward as rapidly as pos- 
sible ; that they liad to make a flank march of mne miles 
across a country occupied by a powerful enemy. 

It is inferred from these despatches to the Secretaiy of 
Wat' that while Beauregard had sent forward the larger part 
of his troops to the defence of Richmond as -rapidly as poa* 
sible, he had retained a part of his force in Fetereburg to 
secure that place- 
By the 15th of May, or it may be a day or two earlier, 
General Beauregard had collected and organized an active 
army in the field to oppose Butler's operations agoinrt 
Richmond and Petersburg, of 22,000 enlisted men of in- 
fantry, and 2,000 cavalry,' with a due proportion of artillery. 
This force does not include Hunton's brigade of infantry at 
Chapin's Bluff, nor the Richmond defences, nor the artillery 
force, heavy and field, of the torts, batteries, and intreneh- 
menta of Richmond. 
On the 7th of May General Butler sent some force from 
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B two corps to the railroad, wliich encotmtared the enemy 
IPitliout any important result either way, except that every 

f that pasRed withont an attack in full force upas the 
lender strength of the euemy was an important gain to 

On the 9th General Butler moved out of hia intrench- 
pfaents with a large part of his command under General 
■'OiUmore and General Smith, and destroyed the railroad 
^between Swift Creek on the south and Chester Station 
I north, a length of about six milea. The enemy 
e force held the south bonk of Swift Creek, a stream 
V ibat was not fordable and the bridges of which were de- 
b fended. 

On the evening of the 9th, Generals Gillmore and Smith 
proposed to General Butler to lay a ponton bridge that 
night over the Appomattox, and crosa it with the greater part 
of their corps, which they could do before daylight (leaving 
BufBcient force to hold their intrenched line), and destroy 
the railroads entering Petersburg, and take that city. This 
General Butler disapproved, stating that General Kautz was 
destroying those roads so that they would be useless, and 
that the Danville Bailroad must be destroyed near Rich- 
General Bobert Bansom occupied the advanced intrenoh- 
menfa of Drury's Bluff on the 9th of May, with Barton's and 
Graoie'a brigades, and at daylight of the IDth advanced 
toward the portion of Butler's force covering' the destruction 
of the railroad in that vicinity ; bnt only some skirmishing 
ensued. 

Butler's troops returned to their intrenchments on the 
10th. 

On the morning of the I2th, General Butler moved along 
the pike toward Kichmond, Smith's corps on the right, Gill- 
I on the left, meeting with only slight opposition, and 
XU.—7 
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halting for the night on Prootor'a Creek, the right resting, 
near James Biver. A force sufficient to hold the Bern: 
Hundred intrenchmenta was left there. Ames, with hia diri- 
sion, vas posted at Walthall Junction to cover the rear from 
the direction of Petersburg, Gienerftl Kautz eot out on ^ 
mid from Chester Station against the Bichmond and Dan- 
viile, and the Petersburg and LjQchburg railroads, as gooi^ 
as tiiuith and Gillmore were so posted as to mask his moTSt 
luent. Hinjts's division of colored troops remained at City 
Point. 

The object of the movement, besides covering Kautz'iB 
raid, is stated to have been to develop the full strength ot 
the enemj in and about Bichmond, and force liim into Iiw i 
intrenchmenta or turn them. 

On the morning of the 13th, Smith crossed Froctoi*]! i 
Creek, and advanced along the piko, Brooks ou its left, 
Weitzel on its light, to within eight hundred yards of the 
enemy's outer line of intrenehmeuts, which were here i 
open ground, and were held by infantry and artillery. S 
strong was the line that General Smith reported to Generd 
Butler that if held iu force it could not lie carried by ai 
sault. General Gillmore iu the meantime had, as directed 
by General Batler, moved to the left to turn the right of tha 
intrenchmenta ou the head of Proctor's Creek. The enemy 
was in force there, their right on Wooldridge's HiU, a com,*^ 
manding position half a mile west of tha railroad. Terry, 
attacked, unsuccessfully, and whilo preparing for a second 
attack, the enemy abandoned their line, passing dowa 
towai'd Drury's Bluff, Gillmore pressing them until darlc, 
and getting a mile of their works. 

General Butler cow requested Admiral Lee to move th^ 
monitors above Trent's Beach, so as to keep pace with tha 
Army. But this Admiral Lee was unable to do, as there w 
but thirteen feet of water at high tide on the bar of Trent's, 
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Reach, ' a fact that tha Coast Survey mapB ahowed, and tlie 
armored ships drew fifteen or sixteen feet, For the pin- 
boata there waa ample depth of water, but the enemy held 
the left bank of the river, from which they controlled toipe- 
does and commanded the decka of the ships. On the 17th 
of May, however. Admiral Lee's advance division (not the 
monitors) searched for toipedoea until they came under the 
fire of the guns at Chapin's Bluff. 

On the morning of the 14th, Brook's division of Smith's 
corps occupied a part of the enemy's intreachments on the 
left of the pike. Gillmore's two divisions. Turner's and 
Terra's, occupied them on Smith's left. About two and a 
half miles of the enemy's outer liue of works were thus held 
by our troops. The Confederates occupied their second 
line, the right of which was well refused. 

■Wsitael's division was on the right of the pike. The 
outer and the inner line of the enemy's intrenchments united 
in his, Weitzel's, front, near Dniry's Bluff, at a bastion 
salient situated on an eminence which completely com- 
manded Weitzel's position. He did not occupy any part of 
the enemy's intrenchments, but constructed a breastwork of 
logs along bis line, just inside the edge of a wood, and 
stretched a telegi'aph wire a short distance in front of it. 
General Heckman's brigade was on the right of the division. 
From some cause not known the order for stretching the 
wire entanglement, unfortunately for himself and his bri- 
gade, was not carried out on his front. 
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An assault of tlja intrenchmenta was ordered tor the m{ 
iag of tlie 15th, but was abandoned for the want of disposa- 
ble troops to form the column of attack. During the 15th, 
Gillmore'a skinniBhera were constantly engaged; his artil- 
leiy frequently. Gienetal Smith, esamining the ground o 
his light aa far as the river, found it offered eveiy facility 
for the movement of a heavy force on his right and tear. 
He tlirew back the right of Eeckman's brigade bo aa to oc 
a road leading to the Bermuda Hundred intrenchmenta by a 
route shorter than that by the pike or by the river I'oad. 
He notified General Butler that he liad a thin line of battle, 
with no reserves to repair a break or strengthen hia right. 
Upon this three regiments of Ames's division, posted at the 
Half-way House, were placed at his disposal. 

The means now at hand for the defence of Riahmond and 
Petersburg, and for the protection of their lines of supjily 
south of the James, were very different from what they had 
been nine days before. General Beauregard now had, in 
the strong intrenchments resting on the river at Drury'a 
Bluff, a movable foroe of infantry of not less than 17,000 
enlisted men, formed in three divisions, commanded by 
Generals Bonsom, Hoke, and Colquitt, with a battalion of 
artillery, and a regiment of cavalry with each division.' 
addition to these troops there were Hunton's brigade at 
Chapin'a Bluff, the troops known aa the Defences of Bioh- 
mond, and the artillery in the forts and battcriea. 
Petersburg, General Whiting had the brigades of Wise and 
Martin, numbering not less than i,600 muskets, with a bat- 
talion of artillery and Dearing'a brigade of cavalry, aboat 
2,000 strong. There was besides some other'force of in- 
fantty and artillery in Petersburg, but tlioir strength I am 
Duable to state. 
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The number of General Bntler's infantry before the 
Dror/B Bluff iutrenehments did not eicced that of the 
enemy, Amea being at Walthall Junction with his division, 
about 5,000 strong, Hinks with his division of 5,000 at City 
Point, and about 3,(J00 haying been left in the Bermuda 
Hundred intrenchments. Beanregaa-d, indeed, was in a bet^ 

tter i>osition now than Butler, for hia troops occupied an un- 
HSailable line, with open ground in front, upon which they 
•onid toiTO and attack Butlei^'s weaker line. The right o£ 
fiatler'a line was especially weak ; it had no natni'ally strong 
ilTOund to rest on, and was a mile from the river, 
' Thus, while General Butler had made no material advance 
toward the accomplishment of the object of hia campaign 
daring the nine days that had elapsed since ho landed, Gen^ 
ersl Beauregard, who, at the time of General Butler's lajid- 

Iiag, had aubstaatially no force available adetiaate to with- 
stand or even delay him, had in those eight or nine days got 
together an army suMciently strong to take the ofTeneive 
^Midhad so posted it as to control the situation. General 
Butler conld not assault the Drury's Bluff intrenchments, 
lie conld not move to turn tliem, and he could not fail bock 
to Ilia Bermuda Hundred lines, or to a new position on the 
river without abandotung his campaign against Bichmond 
with the Army of the James. In other words, he was com- 
pletely paralyzed so far as concerned offensive operations. 

General Butler's true policy upon landing at the mouth 
of the Appomattox would have been to disregard Bichmond 
for a time and turn his attention to attacking Beauregard's 

» forces in detail aa they arrived from the South, first taking 
Tetersbnrg, which was then nearly defenceless. 
The Bichmond Cabinet was nrgent for an immediate 
ftttock by Beauregard, esiwcially as they apprehended that 
General Sheridan might return to co-operate with Butler 
ttid attempt to enter the city north of the James at th^ 
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Eame time that Butler moved to tnm and attack Beaure- 
gard'a right. Thoy had probablj received exaggerated 
fitatementa of the QtuaberH of the Aitny of the James, aa 
its fleets of txansporta made a yery formidable appearance in 
ascending the river. 

Beauregard's army was composed ot four divisiona, com- 
manded by Mftjor-General Eobert Eansom, Major-Gteneral 
Hoke, Brigadier-Gaaeml Colquitt, and Major-Geneml Whit- 
ing,' 

On the I5th of May General Beauregard issued bis in- 
structions for the battle of the next day, the object of which, 
he stated, was to cut off the enemy from his base of opei'a- 
tions, Bermuda Hundred, and capture or destroy him in the 
position he then held. With this object, Major-General 
Ransom., whoao division constituted Beauregard's left wing, 
was directed to form his command outside the intrenoh- 
ments, near the river, duiing the night, and at daybreak to 
attack and turn Butler's right by the river road. 

Major-General Hoke was directed to form his division 
during the night outside of the inttenchments on his right 
of the tiuupike, and at daylight to attack with a lieavy skir- 
mish tiue Eofiiciently to prevent reinforcements being sent 
to Butler's right, and when the enemy's right was evidently 
turned and beaten, to attack with full force. 

General Colquitt's division constituted the reserve, and 
was formed in the centre across the pike in rear of the line 
of Ransom and Hoke. 
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' Each diTision bad its battalion of artiUeiy. A regiment 
of cayalry was placed on Hansom'a left flank, one on Hoke's 
right flank, and one with the reserve. 

Major-General Whiting at Petersburg was directed to take 
jwsitioa that night (the 15th} on Swift Creek with 'Wise's, 
Martin's, and Dearing's brigades and two regiments of Col- 
quitt's, with abont twenty piece of artiUery, and at daybreak 
to march to Walthall Junction, and when he heard the en- 
gagement in his front (the plan of the battle was sent to all 
the division commanders) he was to advance in the direction 
:Ot the heaviest flring and attack the enemy in rear or flank. 

The Confederate gunboats were to unite iu the attack on 
Sutler's army, but on neither aide did the gunboats take 
any part in the bottle, 

This plan of battle was submitted to President Davis in a 
personal conference with General Eoanregard at his head- 
qnarters on the 14th of May, and was approved except that 
part relating to General Whiting's operation, which Mr. 
Davis objected to, " because of the hazard during a battle of 

tempting to make a junction of troops moving from oppo- 
ite sides of the enemy " ; and he proposed " that Whiting's 
command should move at night (on the 14th) by the Ches- 
terfield road, where they would not probably be observed 
by Butler's advance." Whiting's diriaion could, in thia 
iray, unite with the troops in the Drury'a Bluff intrench- 

lents on the morning of the 15tb. This modification of the 
was not, however, carried out, though Mr. Davis ex- 
i^cted it wonld be.' 

The night was sufGciently cl«ar (there being moonlight}, 
until just before day, when a dense fog suddenly enveloped 
both, armies so that a horseman could not be seen at the dis- 
of fifteen paces. During the night repeated attacks 

nod PmU at ihe Oonlodemw Ooveromont, by Jefferaon Divie, 
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were made on the reaerve of Weitzel's pickets pcwted on a 
hill which had & good riew clear up to the Confederate in- 
trenchments, but no report of it was made to Geiieial Weitr 
zel, who meatioos this in hia report, aad adds that it was 
• stated to him after the battle that word had been sent in 
from this post that the enemy were forming in their front. 

General Bansom began to moye out of the trenches at two 
A.M., and a little after daylight had formed two lines of bat- 
tle in the position indicated to >ii"i across the rirer road, 
Gracie's brigade on the left of his first line, Lewis's on. the 
right ; Terry's on the left of the second line, Fiy'a on the 
right. Hoke's and Colquitt's divisions were also formed aa 
directed, though General Hoke was delayed by the fog. 

At a quarter before &ve o'clock Eauaom advanced in the 
dense fog, drove in Smith's skirmishers across open ground, 
and completely surprised Heckman'a brigade ; Gracie's bri- 
gade attacked it in front and rear but met with a stubborn , 
resistance. At the end of an honr, howeyei", the breastworks 
were carried and Heckman's brigade driven in confusion to 
the rear. General Heckman and several hundred of his men, 
and five stands of colors being captured. 

The attack oa Smith's right and right rear waa quickly 
followed by repeated attacks on his front, Weitzel's and 
Brooks's divisions, all of which were repalsed. General 
Smith, who hod been tip a short time before daybreak, whea 
it was clear and moonlight, was roused soon after by heavy 
musketry and artillery fire on the right of hia line. Per- 
ceiving that a heavy fog had suddenly fallen, he ordered his 
artillery, which waa far advanced, to be withdi-awn, as the 
fog rendered it useless, but the attack in his front followed 
that OQ his right so quickly that the order did not r^ach the 
more idvanced gnns, five in number, which were captured, 
the sergeant carrying the order being killed when near the 
guns. Two of the regiments fi'om the Half-way House were 
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Beat at once to Weitzel, who posted them at a crosH-roads in 
the rear of the right, which they held agamst the efforts of 
the enemy. 

At half-past sis o'clock General Hoke, who had been de- 
layed by tbe fog, began his attacks upon General Gillmore'a 
position, which were repeated twice in quick succession. A 
few minutes before the first was mode, General Gillmora 
was notified by General Butler of the attack on Smith, and 
was ordered to carry the enemy's line ia his front. Notify- 
ing General Butler of the attack on him, and that his judg- 
ment was against trying to carry the enemy's intrenchments, 
General Gillmora was authorized to nse his discretion in the 
matter, and finding that General Smith needed support, sent 
him what he could spare, four regiments. The wliolo line 
was now heavily engaged. 

General Eansom found Lis troops scattered by the fog, his 
line confused and requiring readjusting, and his ammunition 
nearly eihausted. His two leading brigades, Gracie's and 
Terry's, had suffered severe loss. To reform his lines' and 
replenish ammunition be withdrew to the position from 
whiuh he had assaulted Smith's intrenchments. As soon as 
his line was readjusted, he moved forward again, and then 
by his left flank to take position just in front of Heckman'S' 
captured breastworks. This flank movement was reported 
to General Smith, and as it appeared to threaten directly 
Butler's communications and Smith's artillery and ammuni- 
tion-train, that had been withdrawn a short distance and 
were without supports, and also the Bermuda Hundred lines 
left feebly defended. General Smith immediately ordered a 
retirement of his whole line, notifying General Gillmore'a 
adjoining troops to confoiTa to it. "While falling back the 
fog Lifted and enabled General Smith to observe Lis right, 
when he ordered the line forward again, but the changes, 
that had already taken place obliged him to recall the order 
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anil move by hie right flsTik to cover the roads east ol the 
piie leading to the rear. Hia new position crossed the pike 
neai' Half-way House, about three-qnarters of a mile from 
tbe outer line of Confederate intrenohments. Here it re- 
mitined during the rest of the d&y. A partial advance was 
made to bring off the wounded of Heckman's brigade, but 
the ground was found to be held in force by the enemj, and 
the attempt was given up. 

General Giiimore, finding General Smith's troops moTing^ 
to the right, and being informed by General Butler that the 
enemy were attempting to turn Smith's right, and that 
Smith was moving to meet the attempt, and being ordered 
to move by his right llant to keep np the connection, moved 
along the intrenchments in that direction and ordered 
Terry's and Turner's divisions to attack the flank of the 
enemy pressing back Smith. These divisions were in mo- 
tion to carry ont this order, when General Giiimore waa 
instructed to press his reinforcements to the right, that 
Brooks and Weitzel were falling back. The fog cleared 
away about nine o'clock. Moving in accordance with the 
several instructions received, his troops were hotly engaged 
with the enemy and gaining ground, when, at about ten 
o'clock, he was ordered by General Butler to fjill back, press 
to the right, and get in the rear of Smith's coi-ps, near the 
Half-way House, and clear the way back to the intrench- 
meats at Bermuda Hundred. This was followed. General 
Giiimore says, by several verbal and written orders of the 
same purport. Genera! Giiimore accordingly began at onca 
to withdraw hia troops, and by twelve o'clock reached the 
position on the pike in rear of the Half-way House. 

General Banfiom, after re-establishing his line close ia 
front of the breastworks that he had recently taken, reported 
in person to General Beauregard, and was directed to holt 
for further arrangements. 
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Rnmora diiring the day of the approaoli o£ giinbonta to 
take ]iiirt in the contest, of reinforcements arriving, am] 
other unfonnded statements of movements on hoth sides, leil 
I to misapprehensions and mistakes. 

I General Beanregard sajs that at ten a.h. his right was 
^ atill heai\4l7 engaged and that all liis reserves had been sent 
to the right nnd left. Nothing had been heard from Whit- 
ing; his (Whiting's) guns Lud been heard at eight o'clock, 
bnt not since. Between nine and ten o'clock he sent an or- 
I ijer to him to press forward, and the day would be complete. 
^ General Banaom, ho says, not only rejjorted the enemy 
r fitrong in his front, bnt was of opinion that tho safety of his 
oommaad would be compromised by an advance. 

Hoke, with Johnson's and Hagood's brigades, had been 
hotly engaged on the pike. They it was who captured the 
five guns. Johnson's brigade lost heavily — one-fourth of its 
numbers. Then Clingman and Corse were thi'own forward, 
but both were obliged to draw back. At about ten o'clock 
the fighting in front of Hagood and Johnson was stubborn 
and prolonged. In the language of their reports, the euemy 
slowly retiring from Johnson's right, took a strong position 
on the ridge in front of Proctor's Creek, massing near the 
tnmpike and occupying advantogeons ground at Charles 
Friend's.' At length Johnson restod in the Confederate line 
of outer works ; but his skirmishers continued engaged some 
Lhonrs longer, the enemy, he says, having fallen back. 

General Beauregard states that he now suspended further 
toovement to hear from Whiting, and to reform hia troops, 
P*hich were more or less disorganized. General Whiting 
I'lras at Swift Creek by daylight of the 16th, and moved for- 
Rvnird along the railroad to Walthall Junction, whore he met 
Kk stubborn resistance from Ames, and formed line of battle. 
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No sounds of Beaategflrd's battle were heard; no despahdi, 
no mformation was received. General Dearing was directed to 
move on the left and commttnicEite with Geueral Beauregard. 
The day wore on without tidings or sound of battle, though 
it was but six miles distant. Tlie wooded country, aided, 
perhaps, by the wind, had deflected all sounds of the contest 
from them. Receiving information (erroneous) of an ad- 
vance of General Hinks's force from City Point toward Pe- 
tersburg and also of the advance against him on his left of a 
heavy force, Whiting fell ba«k to Swift Creek. There Gen- 
eral Doaring reported to him the occurrences of the day with 
Beaoregard, he, Dearing, having succeeded in commnnicating 
with Beauregard by sending a small .detachment on a very 
circuitous route. At 7.15 p.m. General Whiting received 
General Beauregard's despatch of 4.15 p.m., saying: "The 
enemy has been driven back on our right. Coi^e's and 
Clingman's forces are moved to the lino of works on liil] 
west of railroad. We are about making a general advanca 
with all our forces. Can you not aid in the movement at 
once?" Goneiul Whiting replied: "Too late for action oa 
my part," 

General Beauregard says that at four p.m. he abandoned all 
hope of effective co-operation from Whiting, and resumed 
his original formation in order to pursue Butler vigorously, 
and drive him within his intrenchmenta. A heavy and long- 
continued rain'Stoim ensued, and it was dark before they 
were ready to advance ; the advance was therefore deferred 
until the following morning. 

Toward evening General Butler fell back toward hia Ber- 
muda Himdred iutrenchments, which he occupied that night. 

At 1.15 P.M. General Beauregard sent a telegraphic des- 
patch to Richmond, saying; "We occupy the outer lines; 
the enemy is still in our front with open ground between ns. 
Am preparing for a combined attack, reorganiiang commands 
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vhioli are somewhat Bcattered. Some of the brigades are 
much cut np. Nothing from Whiting." 

On the morning of the 17th General Beauregard took up & 
position in front of General Butler's lines, and intrenched it.. 
"The enemj," he says, "is now hemmed in by our lines, 
which completely cover the southern communicationB of the 
OBpital, one of the principal objects of our attack." "The 
complete suacess," he adds, " was lost by the liesitation of 
the left wing, and the premature halt of the Petersburg col- 
umn before obstacles in neither ca^e sufBcient to have de- 
terred from the eseeution of the movements prescribed." 

In the case of the Petersburg column. General Ames'a 
division was sufficient to hold that in check, though its jire- 
sence at Walthall Junction did not justify General Wliiting'a 
feeble course. As to the left wing, the tog, the resistance of, 
Heckman's brigade, and the dispositions of Generals Smith 
sad Weitzel, account, in great part, for the failnre of its 
■entire success. The attacks bj the left wing on all other 
^arta of Weitzel'a front were unsuccessful. 

The fog was ei^ually detrimental to Smith's troops as to 

wiHom's. 

Cleneral Beauregard reported Lis casualtiea on the 16th as 
364 officers and enlisted men killed, 1,610 wounded, and 
220 mimiiTig — a total of 2,181. He says the enemy left in 
his hands 1,400 prisoiiers, five pieces of artilleix and five 
atanda of colors. 

The statements of losses in the reports and accompanying 
papers bf Generals Smith and Gillmore are incomplete, and 
it IB apparent that the Tabular Statement of the "Medical 

id Sargioal History of the War" is not correct. I do not 

id the report of the Medical Director. Badeau's Tabular 
Statement fiunishes the best data. According to it, But- 
ler's loss on the 16th was 390 ofSoera and enlisted men 
killed, 1,721 wounded, and 1,390 missing— total, 3,500, The 
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losses in the enconntora previoua to the 16th are not in- 
cluded. 

(reneTal Kantz in his isid upon the Bichmond and Dan- 
ville Eailrond destroyed the stations, tracks, soine trains, 
and large stores of anbsistence and other aupplioB at Coal- 
field, Powhatan, and Chnla, the last, eonth of the Apipomftt- 
toi Eiver. He then crossed over to the South Side Bailroad 
(Petersbnrg and Lynchbnrg BaUroad), and after destroying 
the roads and stations at Black's and White's, Wilson's a 
WollBville, retnmed to City Point, reaching there on t 
evening of the 17th. On tlie 16th he found the railroad 
bridge over the Nottoway, which he had destroyed on the 
8th, replaced by a new stractnre. 

On the 20th, tho advanced rifle-pits on Bntlar's right, 
General Ames's front, and a part of General Terry's were 
captured, and a sharp fight ensued to regain them, unsnc- 
cesafully on Ames's front; but on Terry's fi-ont. Colonel 
Howell's brigade, after a severe contest, conducted with 
skill and gallantry, retook the pits. The loss was severe, 
702 killed and wounded. The loss of the enemy was eqnally 
great, and among their severely wounded was their Brigade 
Commander, Brigadier-General W. 8. Walker, who was eap- 

On the 22(1 of May, while the movement from Bpotteylva- 
nia Conrt House was going on, General Grant leamt tiie 
lesnlt of General Bntlec'a oi>erations, and at once directed 
him to send all his troops nnder the command of General 
Smith to join the Army of the Potomac, except a number 
Hufficient to keep a foothold at City Point. On the 25th the 
order was repeated, and the forces sent were directed to land 
at the White House, at the head of navigation on the Pa- 
munkey. They were embarked during the night of the 28th 
and the morning of the 29th. 

General Smith took with liim Brooks's division of his own' 
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GOips, and the Second Eind Third divisions of the Tenth 
Corps, commanded by General Devena aad General Ames. 
TTi'h fome consisted, accoriling to his report, of very nearly 
1G,0D0 infantry (enlinted men), uixteeit guns, and a Bquadron 
(100) of cavalry. 

General Batlet retained about 10,000 enhsted men of in- 
fentiy; Kautn's cavalry, 2,600; and Hinks'a colored cavaliy, 
nbont 2,000, 

Before General Butlfif sent off any part of his force. Gen- 
eral Beauregard was inatnicted to strengthen his line, retain 
BufBcient force to hold it, and send forward the remainder 
to General Lee. Under thia order Pickett's division and 
Hoke's brigade (Colonel Lewis commanding) of Early's divi- 
sion joined General Lee at Hanover Junction, and Hoke's 
division, consisting of Martin's, Clingman's, Hagood's, and 
Colquitt's brigades, joined him later at Cold Harbor. 

General Beauregard retained Bushrod B. Johnson's divi- 
Bion, abont 5,000 strong, consisting of Eansom's, Giacie's, 
and B. E. Johnson's brigades, the last now commanded hy 
Colonel Fulton, Wise's brigade, about 2,400 strong, and 
probably General W. S. Walker's South Carolina brigade, 
afterward commanded by General N. O. Evans, making a 
(orce of about 9,000 infantry. Dearing'a brigade of cavalry 
sIbo lemaiaed with him. 



CHAPTER YL 

PASSAGE OP THE PAMUNKEY RIVER— TOTOPOTOMOY 

AND GOLD HARBOR. 

In accordance with instructions received from deneral 
Grant, Gleneral Meade set the Army of the Potomac in, 
motion as soon as it was dark, on the evening of the 26th of 
May, to cross the Pamunkey River at and in the vicinity 
of Hanover Town, some thirty-two or thirty-three miles, by 
the shortest route, below the position then occupied by the 
Army of the Potomac. 

General Sheridan, with Torbert's and Gregg's divisions of 
cavalry, preceded the infantry, taking the river road in the 
afternoon of the 26th, and leaving some force at Little Page's 
bridge and Taylor's ford to. deceive the enemy and watch 
those crossings until the army had passed. He was followed 
by Russell's division of the Sixth Corps, which was to make 
a forced march to Hanover Town. As soon as it was dark 
the withdrawal of the Army of the Potomac to the north 
bank of the North Anna began, and by three o'clock in the 
morning of the 27th was completed, the ponton bridges 
taken up, the other bridges destroyed, and the army on the 
march, following the advanced force. General Wilson's 
cavalry took the place of the infantry at the river crossings, 
and brought up the rear. The night was intensely dark, 
and the withdrawal was effected apparently without the 
knowledge of the enemy. 

General Wright with Getty's and Ricketts' divisions f ol- 
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plowed Bnssell. The Fifth Corps, followed by the Ninth, 
which now formed a part of the Army of the Potoniao, 
; marched oa b road more distant from the i-JTsr, and were to 
3 the Pamunkej at New Caatle Ferry, four milea below 
I Hanover Town. The Second Corps followed the route of 
I the Sixth Corps. The roada were not cleared for the Second 
I and Ninth .Corps until half-past ten in the morning, 

e A.H. of the 27th, General Sheridan reported that 

I' Le then occupied Hanover Town ; that the crossing was 

' token with but little opposition ; that two ponton bridges 

were laid and in use ; that his first division had crossed, and 

that the second was about crossing. 

In the vicinity of Hanover Town, on the Hanover Court 
Souse road, tJeneral Barringer's {formerly Gordon's) cavalry 
llitigade of W. H. F. Lee's division was encountered and 
% forced back toward the Court House as far as Crump's Creek, 
miles northwest from Hanover Town. Oni' cavaliy also 
oacupied the road from Hanover Town to Atlee's Station 
and Bichmond. A strong force of the enemy's cavalry was 
reported to be at Hanover Court House. At ucon of the 
27th, General Eussoll reported from the south side of the 
Faninukey that his division had reached that point an hour 
Lbefore. 

On the afternoon of the 27th the routes of the army were 
Kehanged ; the Sixth and Second Corps were directed to cross 
T.Ihe Famunkey at Huntley's, four miles above Hanover 
V^own, and the Fifth and Ninth Corps to cross at Hanover 
K'Town. 

Some brief description of the streams and roads in the 
Efl^tion of country in which the operations now about to be 
lescribed, took place, seems to be necessary. 

About two miles below Hanover Town, Totopotomoy 
Creek, after a course neatly due east of twelve miles, empties 
into the Famonkey. It rises near Atlee's Station on ths 
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Yirginia Central Bailroad, abont ten miles north of Bich- 
mond. Three or fonr miles south of the Totopotomoy is 
Matadequin Creek, which also empties into the Famnnkey. 
Both these streams have many swampy heads and affluents. 
' The Chickahominy rises some fourteen miles northwest of 
Bichmond, and running in a southeast direction, passing 
four miles east of Bichmond, empties into the James about 
ten miles west of Williamsburg. 

The Chickahominy, the Totopotomoy, the Matadequin, 
and other streams in this section of country, have but little 
slope, have low swampy banks or bottom lands, usually 
wooded, and quickly become impassable swamps in the 
heavy, early summer rains. 

From Hanover Junction, the central point of Lee's posi- 
tion on the North Anna, a road runs down the south bank of 
the North Anna and Pamunkey rivers, at no great distance 
from them, passing through Hanover Court House, Hanover 
Town, near New Castle Ferry, the White House at the head 
of navigation, etc. There are many roads from the Pamun- 
key to Eichmond, crossing this river-road. The old stage- 
road from Fredericksburg to Eichmond crosses the Pamun- 
key at Little Page's bridge, and passes through Hanover 
Court House, which is about seventeen miles from Bich- 
mond. From Hanover Town (also seventeen miles from 
Bichmond) there is a direct road to Bichmond, passing 
through Hawes's Shop (four miles from Hanover Town), Pole 
Green Church on the Totopotomoy, Huntley's Comers, and 
Shady Grove Church, crossing the Chickahominy at the 
Meadow bridges, and also from Huntley's Comers to Bich- 
mond by way of Mechanicsville. A branch from the Shady 
Grove Church road runs to Atlee's Station. A road comes 
in at Huntley's Comers from White House by way of Old 
Church. Again a road leads from New Castle Ferry on the 
Pamunkey to Bichmond, passing through Old Church, and 
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by the Old Chnrcli roail past Betlieada Church and through 

Mechftnicaville on the Chiokahominy. From Old Church 

■Bother road lends to Eiohmond by way of Cold Harbor and 

I Mow Bridge. Several other roada lead from pointa lower 

f down on the Pamtmkey to Bicbmond, crossing the Chicko- 

hominy below New Bridge. 

All these TOads from the Pamnnkey to Richmond commii- 

I aieate with each other by numerous amflll eross-roads. 

From Hanover Jiiuction several roads lead to the points 

I There the Army of the Pot^lmaJ; was to cross the Pamuntey, 

I and to the roada hj wliich it would advance after crossing. 

I" The first and shortest was the river-i-oad already mentioned, 

I passing through Hanover Court House. At tho Court House, 

I besides the river-road and the Bichmond stage-road, there is 

le that leads due south to Atlee's Station ; another tl)at leads 

a southeast direction paat Hawes's Sliop, and, niter crossing 

the Totopotomoy, enters the Old Church road. Tliia last de- 

Bcribed road from the Court House hnH a branch before crosa- 

ing Crump's Creek that leads direct to Polo Green Church. 

Another of the routes from Hanover Junction passoB 
through Ashland and Atlee's to Shady Grove Church and 
Huntley's Corners on the Hanover Town road to Kchmond. 

Another route from Hanover Junction south, midway be- 
tween Hanover Com-t House and Asldand, paasea through 
Meny Oaks and leada to Atlee's Station, at which point the 
roads from the Pamunkey to Richmond aonth of Atlee's Sta^ 
tion are near at hand. 

Not long after midday of the 28th, the Sixth Corps had 
LeroBsed the Paniunkey and waa in poaition across the Han- 
l*Ter Court House or river-road, at Crump's Creek. The 
KBecond Corps followed the Sixth closely, and formed on its 
Bleft, completing the cover of the road from Crump's Creek 
P%i Hawes's Shop. 

The Fifth Gorpa crossed the Pamunkey before miAtej (A 
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the 28th, and was posted with its right on the road to Bich- 
mond, two miles in front of Hauover Town, and its left near 
the Toto]>otomoy, where it is crossed by the road from 
Hflwes's Shop to Old Chuich. 

It was midnight before the Ninth Corps crossed the river. 
General Wilson remained on the north bank, coTcring the 
crossing of the trains until the morning of the 30th of ftlaj. 

On the morning of the 28th General Sheridan was directed 
to make a demonstration oa the rbad from Hanover Town to 
Bichmond to ascertain where the enemy was posted ; and 
about a mile beyond Hawes'a Shop Gregg's division enconn- 
tered the enemy's cavalry, dismounted and occupying tem- 
porary breastworks of rails. This force, General Sheridan 
-says, appeared to be the Confederate cavalry corps and a 
brigade of South Carolina troops armed with long-range 
rifles, reported to be 4,000 strong, and commanded by Col- 
onel Butler. 

But I learn from General Mtzhugh Lee that the Confed- 
erate cavalry force there on the 2Sth consisted of bis own 
division of two brigades, Hampton's division of two brigades, 
and a brigade under the command of Colonel, afterward 
General, Butler, which had recently arrived from South Caro- 
lina.' FitahughLeewasoa the right of their line, Hampton 
on the left. 

A long, hard contest ensued, and continued nntil late in 
the evening, when Custer's brigade (of Torbert's division) 
and Gregg's division carried the intrenchments and drove 
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liEick the enemy. Torbert, with Devin's and Merritt'a bri- 
gades, was also brought in from Cmmp's Craek in. the after- 
noon, iuid formed on Gregg's right, but waa not, Oeueral 
Sheridan says, seriously engaged. 

At six p.u. General Sheridan reported that hia prisoners 
stated that Geneml Longstreet's and General Ewell's corps 
were four miles from Hawes's shop. 

Iiet us see what the Afmy of Horthem Virginia had been 
doing since the ereiuiig of the 26th. 

At seven o'clock on the morning of the 27th, General Lee 
telegraphed to Richmond that the enemy had retired to the 
north bank of the North AJina during the night ; that a por- 
tion of his force was Btill visible, bat that some of his cavalry 
and infantry had crossed the Pamuakey Eiver at Hanover 
Tonn, and that he had sent his cavalry in that direction to 
check the movement, aiut that he would move hia army to 
Ashland. Ashlaiul is a station on the Fredericksburg Bail- 
load, ten miles south of the position then held by the Army 
of Northern Virginia, and fourteen miles north of Bichmond. 
Boads radiate from it in all directions. 

Ewell's corps, on the Confederate right at Hanover Junc- 
tion, under the command of General Early, General £weU 
being ill, crossed the South Anna at the Central Bailroad 
bridge, and moved by way of Merry Oaks and Atlee's Sta- 
tion to Huntley's Comers at the intersection of the road 
irom Hanover Town to Eichmoud by way of Hawes's shop 
with the road from White House to Bichmond by way of 
Old Church and Shady Grove Chiirch. Here he placed his 
troops in position on the afternoon of the 28th of May (after 
a march of twenty-four miles from Hanover Junction), cover- 
ing the roads mentioned, his right resting near Beaver Dam 
Creek, which empties into the Chickahominy near Meelian- 
icsville, his left on the Totopotomoy, near Pole Green 
Church, about four miles from Hawes'a shop. 
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IiongBtreet's corpa, under the command of General An- 
derson, crossed the South Anna by the Fredericksburg 
Railroad bridge, and, moving by Ashland and Atlae'a, halted 
in the afternoon of the 28th on Early's right, betweeu Hunt- 
ley's Comers and Walnnt Gi'OTe Church, covering the road 
from White House by Old Cbarch, Eethesda Church, and 
Mechanicsville to Bicbmoad. 

Breckinridge's command and Hill's corpa formed along 
the Totopotomoj, and extended from Eariys left to the 
vicinity of Atlee's Station, crossing the railroad a mile north 
of it. The Confederate cavalry was at Hawes's shop alid 
Hanover Court House. 

It will be perceived that while we were securing the roads 
from the Famunkey to Bichmond, upon which to advance 
against Lee, Lee was endeavoring to cover those roads. 

On the morning of the 29th, the commanders of the Sixth, 
Second, and Fifth Corps were directed to make reoonnois- 
sances in their front, supported by their whole force. Geu- 
eral Wright toward Hanover Court House, General Hancock 
on the roads from Hawes's shop to Atlee's and to Bicluaond, 
General Warren on the Shady Grove jxjad. General Bum- 
side was held in reserve near Hawes's shop. General Sher- 
idan, with Torliert's and Gregg's divisions, was on the left 
of the army on the Old Ohitrcli road, watching the roads to 
Mechanicsville, Cold Harbor, acd White House. General 
Wright's leading division, Bussell's, proceeded to Hanover 
Oottrt House, meeting with no opposition, and encountering 
only emaU parties of cavalry. There was no infantry force 
of the enemy in that vicinity. General Hancock's leading 
division. Barlow's, met only the enemy's vedettes, until it 
arrived at the crossingof the Totopotomoy by the Bichmond 
road, when the enemy was found in force intrenched on the 
south side, and a brisk skimdsli ensued. General Bimey 
and Genoiul Gibbon were ordered up, the former placed on 
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■ Barlow's right, the latter, on the morning of the 30th, on 
Barlow's left, imil on the left of the Bichmond road. Gen- 
eral Hsnooek had before I'im the left of Early's corjia, 
Breckinridge's commiind and Hill's corps, the Confederate 
left. GeneiTil Griflin'a division of (ieneral WaiTen's corps 
€3rossed the Totopotomoy, and moved along the Shsdj Groyo 
Chnroh road, encountering on!j the enemy's infantry pickets, 
whioli fell back before it. The enemy being in force on this 
road, Cutler's division moved over to Griffin. The Ninth 
Corps W£i8 in reserve between the Fifth and Second Corps. 

,8 apparent that we were close npon Lee's whole anny, 
which was, in fact, well intrenched in the position it had 
iie evening of the 28th, as abeady described. 
The infantry were directed to move close np to the en- 
I amy's position the next morning — General Wright to move 
I kt dayJight of the itOth, form on Hancock's right, and en- 
E Seavor to place Lis corps across the enemy's left flank. 
I Unfortunately, the heads of Crump's Creek lay in the coun- 
I tey through which the BL-sth Corps moved on the morning 
fift the 30th, after leaving the road from Hanover Court 
e to Bichmond, and formed a swamp and tangle of the 
f WOrBt character, which delayed the arrival of the corps on 
Hancock's right, until it was too late for it to efibct anything 
against the enemy that afternoon. On Hancock's front bat- 
teries were put up, and the enemy's ai'tilleiy fire silenced. 
^^ The skirmishing here was incessant, and resulted in the 
^H captuze of most of the enemy's strongly intrenched skirmish 
^H line. 

^^ft Bumaide'a corps formed, with sharp skirmishing, on 

^^BSuicock's left, and at the close of the day had crossed the 

^^VTotopotomoy, and had its right resting on that stream near 

the Whitlock House, and its left near the Shady Grove 

Ohnrch road. 

Warren's coi-pa moved along the Shady Grove Church 
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road, Griffln leading, Cntler and Crawford following. The 
enemy's infantry and HkirmiBhei'a fell back, Wairen's follow- 
ing them until they entered thickly wooded, Bwampy groimd, 
formed bysereral smftll affluents of the Totopotomoy, which 
here oroHsed the road. On the opposite aide of this swampy 
ravine was Huntley's Corners, occupied by Early, well i 
ti'enohed. Warren's Bkirmieheva on the Old Church and 
Meohanicsville pike, three-qnartei's of a mile aonth of the 
Sliady Grove. Church road, ha^i encountered all day small 
parties of the enemy's cavalry, and now the akirmiBhing ii 
creased. It wm still thought to be with eavalry, but o 
the afternoon of the 3flth General Early, in accordance with 
ordera from General Lee, moved to his right across Beaver 
Dam Creek to the Mechanics ville and Old Church pike, and 
out the pike to Bethesda Church, and was then across War- 
ren's left. Supposing this iucroaseil skirmishing to be with 
Cftvairy parties. General Crawford sent a brigade over to look 
after them, and Cutler moved up to the support of Griffiu- 
The brigade sent by Crawford had scarcely arrived in the 
vicinity of Bethesda Church, when Rodes's division, of 
Early's corps, moved down the road to attack them. The 
contest was brief ; the brigade was driven bock to the Shady 
Grove Church road, the enemy following. A batteiy had been 
well posted where the cross-road from Bethesda Church en- 
ters the Shady Grove Church road, and by its effective fire 
delayed the enemy until Crawford's remaining brigade aad 
the scattered brigades of Cutler's division could be brought 
up and put in position. The ejiemy made a resolute attack, 
but was repulsed and forced to retire, losing, among others. 
Colonel Willis, Twelfth Georgia, commanding Pegram'a bri- 
gade, mortally wounded, and Colonel Terrill, Thirteenth 
Virginia, and Lieutenant-Colonel Watkins, Pifty-seoond Vir- 
ginia, killed. Geneml Early says this lost attacking force 
was Pegram's brigBile, and one of Rodea's which he had 
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flent forward to feel the eDemy and ascertain his strength, 
and as thia movement showed that the enemy nas moving to 
the Confederate right flank, he withdrew at night a short dis- 
tance on the MechanicsvilJe pike, covering it. 

General Warren says tliat toward evening the Maryland 
brigade swung around on our left over to the pike, driving 
"back the enemy's pickets to Bethoada Church, and that by 
ten o'clock the enemy had abandoned the field, moving back 
on the pike, leaving some of their wounded and dead in oar 
hands. 

To relievo tlie attack on General Warren, if it should prove 
to be Berions, General Hancock was directed to attack as soon 
RB he could find a suitable place. This despatch ho received 
A little after seven f.h. There was no place on hia lino 
where an assault could be made with succesa at short notice, 
bat to relieve General Warren, he gave the order for General 
Barlow's division to attack. Barlow, he says, moved, as 
dbubI, with most conimenda1)le promptness, and Brooke's 
brigade of his division advanced just at dark over obstacles 
which would have stopped a leas energetic commander, and 
carried the enemy's advanced line of rifle-pits. At 7.40 Gen- 
eral Meade ordered the attack to cease. 

When Early moved from Huntley's Oomers, General An- 
derson took his place there, Pickett on Ilia right. Field in 
the centre, Kershaw on the left. 

General Sheridan, with Torbert'a and Gregg's divisions, 
covered the left of the army. Borne cavalry force of the 
enemy being in position on the road from Old Church to Cold 
Harbor, at the ci'ossing of the Matadequin Creek, near Old 
Church, General Sheridan attacked it about one o'clock in the 
afternoon with Torbert'a diviaion and drove it to Cold Harbor, ' 
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Torbert taking up positi 

Wilson's cavalry division 
Creek, under orders to cov 
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ranch of the railroads south i 
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,a on the right at Cmmp'a 
that flank and destroy the 
osB the South Anna, and B3 
he river aa practicable. 

At midday of the 300i, General Smith's transports began 
to arrive at the White Hou.se, and General Gi-ant, upon learn- 
ing it that evening, informed General Meade that Smith 
would probably debark his troops during the night, and 
move up the sonth bank of the Pamunkey, starting eai'lj on 
the 31st, and that it was not improbable that the enemy, 
being aware of Smith's movement, might feel to get on our 
left flank, to cat Smith off, or, by a dash, to crush him, and 
get back before we were aware of it ; that Sheridan should 
therefore be notified to watch the enemy's movements well 
out toward Cold Harbor and also on the MechanicsviUa 
road, and send a brigade early in the morning of the 31st to 
Smitlf; the brigade to return with him. 

But Lee did not learn of the arrival of Smith's command 
at the White House until the afternoon of the let of June, 
at which time it had already heen engaged at Cold Harbor.' 

On the Slat the infantry corps were pressed up against the 
enemy as close as practicable without aasoultiBg, but the po- 
sition was BO strong naturally, and so well intrenched, and 
the intrenchments so strongly held that an assault was not 
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Bttempted ; the skimiiah lines, however, were kept up against 
UiQ enemy's, and an attack threatened. 

On the same day Genei'al Sheridnn, in pnrsuance of his in- 
stractionB, finding the enemy at Cold Harbor, Fitzhugh Lee'a 
division, apparently meditating an attack on Toi-bert'a divi- 
sion, anticipated them, and, with Torbert, attacked Lee in the 
nftemooa and gained posseaaion of the position of Cold Har- 
bor. Gre^ followed Torbert, But CUngman'B brigade ot 
Hoke's division cajne np to Lee's support about dusk, and 
General Sheridan deeming he could not hold the position 
against the force accumulating againet >iim (Hoke's division 
wasnot faroff), directed Torbert to withdraw, but receiving an 
order from General Meade to hold Cold Harbor at all haaards, 
returned, and during the night modilied the breaatworka. 

Cold Harbor ' was an important point to ub, as it was on 
the line of our extension to the left, and roads concentrated 
tiiere from Betheada Church, from Old Church, from White 
House direct, from New Bridge, and, directly or indirectly, 
from all the bridges across the Cliickahominy above and 
below New Bridge. Some of these roads, and others con- 
nected with them, furnished great facilities to us in the 
tuovements and operations that took place here and those 
that followed. 

On the right, General Wilaon, in. purBuanoe of his orders, 
had, on the 31st, a sharp encounter with General Young's 
cavalry brigade near Hanover Court Houae, and got posses- 
sion of that place. 

The detachment General Sheridan sent to the White 
House returned and reported the road clear ; that they could 
get no information of the enemy being anywhere in the sec- 
tion of country passed over, and that Smith's troops were 
ntill debarking. 
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On the 31st Anderson's corps (Lougstreet's) was placed on 
the right of Early's, and Early moved somewliat to the left, 
having Kodes's diviaioa west of Beaver Sam Creek. Koke's 
division, which had joined Lee on the night of the 28th, 
was on the extreme right of the Confederate line near Cold 
Harbor; Kerahaw'a division neai Beulah Chnrch {Woody's), 
about a mile norih of Cold Harbor, Pickett's di\ision on hia 
left, reaching to or toward 'Walnnt Grove Church road, and 
Field on the left of the corps, hia left on the MechanicHville 
pike. This general line was partly intrenched. It was the 
intention. General Anderson says, to make a strong movement 
from his right, with Hoke and Kershaw, toward Cold Harbor 
and Benlah Church, on the morning of the 1st of Tune. 

The presence of General Hoke near Gold Harbor was 
known to General Meade from Sheridan's reports, but it was 
not known that Eershaw was near liirn, or that Anderson's 
(Longstreet's) corps was on the right of Ea*ly, between 
Bethesda Church and Cold Harbor. 

An attack of the enemy's position on the Totopotomoy, 
and covering the Shadj Grove Church road and Mechanics- 
ville pike, giving no promise of success, it was determined to 
send two infantry corps to maintain possession of Cold Har- 
bor, and attack the enemy there before they and the troops 
sent to their support could intrench. General Wright was 
directed to move that night, and make every effort to get to 
Oold Harbor by daylight of the Ist of June, for it was be- 
lieved that Sheridan would be attacked heavily at daybreak. 
But Wright's only practicable route was through Hawes's 
shop and across to the road from Old Church to Cold Har- 
bor, a night mai'ch of more than fifteen miles, through a 
strange country covered with an intricate network of narrow, 
ill-defined roads. 

General W. P. Smith had landed about 12,500 men &t the 
White House by three o'clock in the afternoon of the Slst, 
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tmd leaving Oeneral Ames there mtii 2,500 men to guard the 
Janding-plftce, marcbed with 10,00(1 men and bH hia artillery, 
sixteen guns, toward New Caatle on the Pamunkey, to which 
place he had been directed to proceed by despatches of the 
28th from General Rawlins, General Grant's Chief-of- Staff, 
All hia trooijs had not arriTed, nor had any of hia wagons or 
ammimition. About ten o'clock at night he halted at Baa- 
sett's, near Old Church, his troops suffering from the heat of 
the day, and from being imaccuatomed to heavy marching. 
Beporting by despatch for orders, the nest morning at day- 
light he received an order from General Grant's Headqaarters 
to proceed at once to New Oastle Ferry, and take position 
between tlie Fifth and Sixth Cnrpa. Cold Harbor was in- 
tended. Marching at once, General Bmith perceived, upon 
arriving at New Caatle Ferry, that there must be some mis. 
take in hia order, and sent word to General Grant, who, la 
the meantime, hearing of the miatalta that had been made, 
had sent Colonel Babcock to correct it. Some four or five 
hours were lost in this way, and the march of the troops in- 
oreased several miles. 

On the morning of the 1st of June Hoke did not become 
engaged, but took position oa the right. Kershaw, how- 
ever, attacked Sheridan with two of his brigades, one of 
them his own, but was repulsed by the firo of repeating-car- 
bines and artillery. He repeated the attack with the same 
result, Colonel Keitt's regiment, the Twentieth South Caro- 
lina,' giving way, and Colonel Keitt himself being mortally 
wounded in the effort to rally it. The attack was not re- 
newed, and at nine o'clock General Wright arrived, the head 
of hia column near at hand. As soon as it was up, the cav- 
alry were relieved, and moved toward the Chiekahominy, 
covering the left of the army. 

I n ble regiment In tba OIDaLid DLaiy. Flrit Corps. It wad Dp- 
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The arrival of the Sixth Corps was observed by the enen^, 
and Kershaw at once closed in to the right on Hoke, Fiokett 
on Keishaw, and Field on Pickett. 

This closing in to the right b; Longstreet's corps, which 
occupied about an hour, and was made under cover of in- 
trenchmentfl in Wanen's front and beyond his left, waa ob- 
Berved by him at half-past ten, and under General Meade'a 
order to attack, he deployed Lockwood's and Cutler's divi- 
aiona, but these troops were ornbarrassed and delayed in 
forming by the wooded awamx>a of the Totopotomoy and 
Matadeqttin, and by the time they were in line in open 
ground the enemy's movement to the right Lad ceased. 
Their intrenehmenta were too formidable to attack. 

By two o'clock in the afternoon the Sixth Corps waa all 
up, and covered the roads to Cold Harbor from Bethesd* 
Church, New Bridge, and Despatch Station on the York Bivei 
Bailroad near the Chickabominy. 

In the course of the morning General Smith had been 
placed under the orders of Oenei'al Meade, and was directed 
to take position on the right of General Wright, and en- 
deavor to hold the road from Cold Harbor to Bethesda 
Church, and co-operate with General Wright in his attack. 
By six o'clock he was in position on the right, ready to ad- 
rance to the attack. 

The main line of the enemy's intrenchmenta was about 
fom-teen hundred yards distant from the preliminary posifiou 
of Generals Wright and Smith, the interval between being 
mostly open ground. Oc Smith's right the open ground was 
of leas width. The intrenchmenta of the enemy's picket or 
skirmish line were from thi'ee to four hundred yards in ad- 
vance of their m a'" lino ; much of it was in a narrow strip of 
pine wood. 

The intrenchments ran across, and were at right angles 
with the road from Old Cold Harbor to New Cold Harboi 
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(Richioond road). The tiglit of the Sixth Corps, General 
Bicketta's division, was to move along tliiH road, having Biis- 
eell's division on its left, Getty's (General Neill command- 
ing) next, NeiU's brigade being refused to protect the left 
flank. 

General Smith's line was formed with General Devena on 
the left, connecting with the Sisth Corpa, General Brooks 
next on the right of Devens, and General M&rtindBle on the 
riglit of the corpe, his division refused. General Martindale 
was to hold the roads leading to Betheada Ohnrch and 
toward Mechanics ville. 

Hoke's division fonned ' the Confederate right, hia loft 
resting near the road upon which Eicketts'a division was to 
advance. Kershaw's division woa on Hoke's left, then Pick- 
ett's, Field's divisioa forming the left. 

At six o'clock Wright and Smith advanced to the attack, 
under heavy artillery and musketry lire, Bicketta's division 
struck the main line of intienchments at Hoke's left and 
Kershaw's right, and carried them,' Clingmau's brigade giv- 
ing way ; Woflord's on his left, being flanked, did the same, 
together with the right of Bryan's brigade. Kershaw reoor- 
ered the ground lost by Bryan, and captured some prisoners 
and a stand of colors. ' Hnnton's brigade was sent to Hote'a 
assistance, and Gregg's to WoSlard, and a new line was 
formed in rear of the part captured. 

General Bioketts took over 500 prisoners. The loss of his 
division in killed and wounded was severe. The right of 
Bnsaell's division, Upton's brigade, took part with Eicketts 
in the capture of the intrenchments, the leading regiment, 
the Second Connecticut Artillery, losing 53 killed, 187 

tma right, 
■ OIHoial Diary, Fint OoriH, Anny of Nortliera VirBinis. 
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woonded, and 1J£ uiissmg; tLeir colonel, Kellogg, vaa 
killed at the head of his command. 

The right of Oetty's division (Neill commanding} kept 
pace with the left of RuRBeH'B, but the left of the division 
was not heavily engaged. 

The Sixth Corps lost in this engagement about 1,200 killed 
and wounded. 

Devena's division of the Eighteenth Corpe passed over the 
■wide spaea of open ground under heavy flte, and captured 
the enemy's advanced intrenchments in the pine wood, with 
250 prisoners, and, passing through the wood, came close 
upon the mnin hue of intrenchments, which being too 
strong to attack, the division held tlie line of woods. Gea- 
eral Devens's leading brigade lost heavily in officers and 
men, among them its gallant commander, Colonel Drake,*ot 
the One Hundred and Twelfth New York. 

The leading brigade of Greneral Brooks's division pushed 
through the open ground in their front, driving the enemy 
before them, and through the pine wood, nntU they came 
upon the main line, when they received so heavy a fire that 
they fell back ta the woods. 

The loss of the Eighteenth Corps was abont 1,000 killed 
and wounded. 

Both corpa at once intrenched the positions they had 
gained. The right of Smith crossed the Bethesda Church 
road at Woody's near Beulah Church, During the day the 
skirmish lines of the army were incessantly engaged, as ■well 
as the artilleiy. 

In the afternoon General Hancock was ordered to with- 
draw early in the night, and make every effort to reach Cold 
Harbor by early morning to reinforce Wright's left. Gen- 
eral Wright was advised of it, and directed to attack as early 
as possible in the morning. Smith to attack in conjunction 
with him, Warren also, supported by Bumaide. But Smith 
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was nearly out of aammnition, and this, with the weil-kDown 
eihaosting eifect of a night miirch upon traops in hot 
weather, on duaty roada, eapeeially when they had beeu ac- 
tively engaged all day in close contact with the enemy, 
caused a postponement of the hour of attack to five in the 
afternoon. 

During the lat, Sheridan, after being relieved by Wright 
at Cold Harbor, moved to the left with Gregg's and Torhert's 
divisions. 

Wilson, on the right of the army, sent Chapman's brigade 
to deattoy the two railroad bridges over the South Anna, 
'vhile Malntosh's brigade proceeded to Aaklond Station to 
cover the operation and destroy as much of the railroad as 
practicable. Mcintosh, at Anhlaiid, was attacked in rear 
from the direction of Hanover Court House by Hampton, 
with Bosser'a brigade ' (Wilson says Young's brigade and 
other troops), and then from the direction of Bichmoud, 
I»rt of General W. H. P. Lee's division joining Bosaer in 
this attack. A hot engagement ensued, during which Wilson 
Bent the First Maine from Chapman's brigade to attack the 
enemy's rear. But the enemy's force was too strong for him, 
and Mcintosh wna obliged to fall back rapidly toward Han- 
over Court House, Hampton following Tn'm closely until 
dark. Wilson halted his division for the night near the 
Court House on the river-road. Botli railroad bridges were 
destroyed, and the roads otherwise injured. 

On the morning of the 2d, General Warren was directed to 
extend his left so as to unite with Smith at Woody's, and 
to contract his right to such e<(tent as to moke one-half his 
force available for attack. This, it was expected, would 
bring his right to the vicinity of Bethesda Church. General 
I BnniBide was directed to withdraw his force and mass it in 
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rear of Warren's right, to protact that flank and sappoit 
Warren. But this gave Geneinl Wairen b. line about three 
milee long, the left of which he held tihieflj with artilleij. 
It was interrupted here and there by the sn'amps of the Mat- 
adequin, which TirtuaUy sliortened his lines, aa he could 
command the swampa without occupying them. General 
Wilson waa directed to cover the right of the army from the 
vicinity of Bethesda Church to the Pamunkey. The mtdn 
body of the Confederate cavali^ was on Lee's left, Fite Lee's 
division on tiii) right. 

Early on the night of the Ist, General Hancock began to 
withdraw ; his route was neceasarily circuitous ; e^eiy effort 
possible was made to reach Cold Harbor early the next morn- 
ing, but the night was dark, the heat and dust oppressive^ 
and the roads unknown. An attempt to take a short ent 
■witli one of the divisionH, where artillery could not follow, 
turned out to be a cause of delay. Notwithstanding these 
difficulties, the head of the column was at Cold Harbor at 
half'past six is the morning, but in such an exhausted con- 
dition, that a little time was rei^uired to close up and cook 
rations (the attack ordered for the morning had been poat- 
poned until five in the afterooon). 

At 7.30 A.M. the corps was placed in position on the left of 
Wright, brisk skirmishing going on dnring and after the for- 
mation. Gibbon was put across the road from Cold Harbor 
to Despatch Station by way of Barker's mill, Barlow on his 
left i Bimey went to Smith until the afternoon. This al- 
lowed the Second Division of the Sixth Corps (Neill) to be 
transferred from the left to the right of the Sixth Corps, and 
take Devens's place. Devens was then transferred to the 
right of Smith's corps, the Eighteenth. Brisk skirmishing 
went on during and after the formation. 

Li view of the movement of troops during the night and 
the morning, the heat of the day, and the short time hod for 
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preparation, the attack was postponed until half-past, four in 
the morning of the 3d, and the ooi'ps conmuuideiB were 
directed to make all the required prepurationH. 

PeroeiTing the withdrawal from our right, Qeneral Lee, 
on the morning of the 2d, aent Genei'al BreokinFidge and 
Qeneral Hill, with Wilcox's aod Malione's diTisions, to his 
right, Breckinridge tomitng on the high groimd on Hoke's 
fight, TTill on Breckinridge's right, Fitz Lee muTing EicroBa 
Jhe Chiokahomin; and picketing down toward the James. 

Kerahaw was supported by Anderson's, Law's, and Gregg's 
Juigades of Field's division. Early remained on the left 
jrith his own corxra and Heth's division. lutrenehing went 
on all day, with heavy skirmishing and artillery fire. 

But General Lee directed General Early to get upon our 
light flank and diive down in front of the Confederate line- 
To caiTy out this order Rodea's division, moved out the Shady 
Oroya Church road in the afternoon, Gordon swung around 
to keep pace with Boden, aud Heth, following Bodes, took 
position on his left. This movement brought on ahM-p fight- 
ing, which lasted until night, but did not accomplish what 
was designed. It found General Bumside's withdi'awal un- 
finished, and his skirmish line, occupying the corps intrench- 
meats, was driven from them by Bodes's division, and a large 
number of prisoners taken from it. In this way Bodes's 
troops got in rear of the Fifth Corps skirmishers unper- 
wdved, and captured a number of them. 

Catler and Crawford held the long line from Bethesda 
(Siurcth to Smith's right. Griffin's division was massed at 
Bethesda Ohurcii, but as soon as Early's movement was 
disooyered it was formed in line, Avres on the left, Bart- 
lett ia the centre, Sweitzer on the right, and moved forward 
under musketry and (trtillery lire, to the attack of Bodes's 
division, which had advanced from the Shady Grove Church 
rood. Bodes was forced bock to the rood, and in this ea- 
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counter lost a gallant officer, Brigadier-General Dales, who 
was killed. 

Genei'al Crittenden's division brought up the rear in tlie 
vithdi'awal of Biimaide, and was attacked witli some vigor in 
doing so, but held Heth in check until "Willoo!! and Potter 
got into position and stopped his further advance. 

Early's troops remained on the Shady Grove Church road, 
and intrenched during the night, while Ramseur'H division 
held the intrenehments on the left of Anderson's (Iiong- 
street's) corps. 

The wliole army was now ordered to attack at half-past 
four in the morning of the 3d, except tho cavalry on the left 
Wilson, reinforced by 3, 000 infantry and 2, 000 cavalry from 
Port Royal, iras ordered to movo from Hanover Oouit Houaa 
to Hawes'a shop and attEick the enemy's left flank and rear. ' 

Lee's position was naturally strong on the right, and was 
made strong throughout by intrenohmentH, which everywhere 
had open ground in front except for a short distance through 
the Bwamp on the right and parts of General Early's front. 
It had artillery in position with direct and flanking flre. 
The right rested on the Chickahominy in swampy ground, 
but soon rose to high grotind, and ran in a direction a little 
west of north to the right of Early's ]>oaition, the line of 
which was about northeast. The road from Despatch Sta- 
tion past Barker's mill to Cold Harbor ran along the foot of 
the high ground on Lee's right until it diverged to the right 
toward Cold Harbor, near and in front of the point where 
Gibbon's division crossed the road. Along this part of the 
road, near the foot of the high ground, was an advanced line 
of Confederate jntrenchment. Hill and Breckinridge with 

■ Oencnt WilHin, repiirtiii)( at e.lB i..u.. Juni: nd, anyt at the reinlDn^nwat: 
" OolnneL OhdoIs's oominatid hut been matctaini; tlf iilghl, nil day j^esCerday. tMiA 
Is Btill on Uie road." etc. : ha had ddI^ sbiiiit 1,400 efficient iDlontry sod 1,«» 
Booil caialry. the rsat bring 1,%K) or l.SDD diBumed gU-agKLen, sod '■ u udUTM" 
ent lom of dlBmuiutiAd CM.VMlfj lOKlmeata." 
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joobably & part of Hoke's division held here in front of the 
Second Corps ; then followed Hoke, Longstreet's corps, and 
Eai'ly'a as before noted. 

Lee's position was about sis miles from the main line of the 
Eiohmond exterior intrenchmenta, his right only abont half 
that distance from the moat advanced intrenchments. 

The Chickahominy was in its lowest stage of water, and 
Donld be crossed anywhere by infantry above Lee's right. 

This proximitj to the defences of Bichmond, together with 
the ooaditioa of the Chickahominy, appeared to bring turning 
movements to an end, though from what took place subae- 
qnently, when the Army of the Potomac was crossing the 
James, it appears probable that such a movement by our left 
"would have brought on an engagement somewhere between 
the Chickahominy and Malvern Hill, though on conditions 
aimilar to those that had attended previous encounters. 
Lee's right was secure. His left being among the wooded 
Hwamps of the heads of the Totopotomoy and Matadequin, 
made it difScult of attack. The front was the assailable part, 
though it had not been reported that it was practicable to 
carry it by assaidt ; and the question was whether to take the 
chances of an assault there, which, if succesaful, would give 
the opportunity of inflicting severe loss upon Lee when fall- 
ing back over the Chickahominy, as that mnst necessarily be 
attended with some disorder of his troops. General Grant 
decided to make the attack. As already stated, the order 
was issued flsing half-past four in the morning for the houi". 

It will be perceived ttiat from Smith's right near Woody'a 
to Bethesda Church, a distance by the line occupied of nearly 
three miles, no eiTBctive attack could be made upon the 
enemy; the Fifth Corps not only occupied this line, but ex- 
tended nearly a mile to the right of it, uniting then with Bum- 
aide, From Field's division, which occupied a large part of 
the Confederate intrenchments opposite this long thin line 
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from Bethesda Church to Woodj's, Law's, Gregg's, and An- 
derson'e brigades had beea sent to strengthen Eershaw, and 
Hunton'a brigade of Pickett's division, on the right of Field, 
had been sent to reinforce Hoke. 

The 2d of June was a hot, aultiy day, as those preceding 
it had been, and wherever ti-oopa and wagODS moved the 
dnst hung in dense cloudH. About five o'clock in the after- 
noon it began to rain, and the rain continued, with slight in- 
tennissiona, all night, proving to be of great comfort to the 

The aseaid-ting was to be done by the Second, Sixth, and 
Eighteenth Corps. Promptly at the hoar these corps ad- 
vanced to the attack, under heavy artillery and musketry fire, 
and carried the enemy's advanced rifle-pits. But then the 
fire became still hotter and crosB-flres of artillery swept 
through the ranks, from the right of Smith to the left of 
Hancock. Notwithstanding this destructive fire the troops 
went forward close up to the main line of intranchments, 
but not being able to cany them, quickly put themselvea 
under cover, and maintained the positions they had gained, 
which in some places were bat thirty, forty, and fifty yards 
from the enemy's works. The loss in officers and men 
WBB heavy, and especially so in brigade and regimental 
oommanders, who are the leaders in action. The greater 
port of the fighting was over in an hour or less, though 
-attacks were renewed after that time. The killed and 
wounded of these tliree cordis in that time exceeded 1,000. 
Including the Fifth and Hinth Corps, the total number 
killed and wounded was over 6,600. It is probable, indeed, 
that the numbers were considerably larger than those I have 
given, 

The attack of the Second Coi-ps was made by Barlow's di- 
vision on the loft. Gibbon's on the right, Birney supporting 
them. Barlow formed in two lines of battle, the brigades of 
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JJjleB and Brooke iu the front line, those of Bjmes and 
^cDougall in the second line. Gibbon formed in two lines, 
the first in line of battle consisting of Tyler's and Smith's 
brigadee, the second consisting of McEeon'e and Owen's 
brigades, in close columns of regimente. 

Barlow advancing came against the salient work iilong the 
toad from Despatch Station, whicb, after a severe struggle, 
.be carried, captured two or three hundred prisonei-s, a color, 
Ijuid three guna, turning the guns upon the enemy, and fol- 
pjowing them aa they retreated from that portion of the line 
^to their main works. But his second line did not get up 
4n time to support the first, which under the clo.se musketry 
^md artilleij fire of the main works and a sweeping enfilade 
.wtilleiy fire which now opened on them, followed by an at- 
';tack made by Breckinridge's troops, reinforced by HUl's, 
was forced out of the captm-ed works ; but taking advantage 
of a slight crest some thirty to seventy-five yards distant 
irom them, maintained a position there, putting themselves 
tinder cover in a short time. The gallant Colonel Brooke 
,'wss BBverely wounded in the assaalt, falling at the moment 
^Jjis troops entered the enemy's works. Colonel Byrnes, 
■Twenty-eighth Massachusetts, and Colonel Morris, Sixty-sixth 
New York, tried and excellent officers, were killed. 

Gibbon had ordered his second line to follow the first 
promptly, push rapidly forward and pass over the front line 
in column, and effect a lodgment if possible in the enemy's 
.works, and then deploy. Hia line was out in two by an im- 
jtassable swamp, which widened as he advanced toward the 
enemy. The troops pushed gallantly forward close up to 
enemy's works, nnder, Gteneral Gibbon says, a terrific fire 
<ef artillery and musketry. General Tyler fell early in the 
,»otion, severely wounded. McKeon, following on the right 
of Tyler's brigade, stmggled against the heavy fire of the 
,enemy until he and many of his command were killed, and 
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his mnka thinned and BCattered. Colonel Haakell, Thirty- 
sixth Wisconsin, succeeding to McEeon'a command, was soon 
carried from the field mortaUy wounded in a second attempt 
to carry tbe enemy's works. Colonel McMahon, One Hun- 
dred and Sixty-fourth New York, forming the left of Mc- 
Keon's brigade, but seijarafced from it by the swamps, gained 
the breastworks with a portion of liis regiment, and whilst 
alongside of his colors, cheering on his men, fell, with many 
woonds, dying in the enemy's hands, they capturing his col- 
ors and the men with them. A portion of Smith's brigade 
also gained the enemy's intrenchments, but. General Gibbon 
says, being unsupported were unable to hold them, for, ha 
adds. General Owen, instead of pushing forward in column, 
through Smith's line, deployed on his left as soon as the lat- 
ter became folly engaged, and thus lost the opportunity of 
supporting the lodgment made by Smith and McMahon. 
To the names of the officers already mentioned must be 
added that of Colonel Porter, Eighth New York Heavy Ar- 
tillery, who was killed a few yards from the enemy's works. 

The division, GI«neTal Gibbon says, lost in this assault 66 
officers and 1,032 men killed and wounded ; and from the 
3d to the 12th of June, when it was occupied in perfecting 
its position and pushing forward works toward the enemy, 
constantly under fire, both artillery and musketry, day and 
night, it lost besides, 280 officers sjid enlisted men killed and 
wounded. 

The loss of the two divisions on this day, and until the 
army moved from Cold Harbor, was 2,217 officers and men 
killed and wounded. 

The assault of the Second Corps could not be renewed 
unless the enemy's enfilading artillery fire could be silenced, 
and there were no good artillery positions available for that 
purpose, thongh guns were, as soon as practicable, put in. 
covered positions for the purpose. But, anxious ae both 
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General Grant and General ATeade were that the attempt to 
carry the works shonJd be renewed, if practicable, General 
Hancock did not consider it wise to make another asaaiilt. 

The Sixth Corps advanced to tlie attack, with Russell's 
division on the left, Bicketts's in the centre, Neill's {Getty'3} 
a the right. The advanced rifle-pits were carried on the 
■ right, and then the assault on the main line was made, bat 
repulsed with heavy loss. Yet positions were gained 
and held close to the works, at some points only thirty or 
forty yards from them.' 

During all the time, besides the direct fire, there was aa 
enfilada artillery lice that swept through the ranks from tha 
right and from the left. 

The casualties of the coips were some 800 killed and 
[ ■wounded, among the number valuable offlceis. 

General Smith, in his report of this battle, gives a clear 
[ and brief account of the part taken in it by his command. 
f He says : " In front of my right was an open plain swept by 
I the fire of the enemy, both direct and from our right ; on 
I my left the open space was narrower, but equally covered by 
1 the artillery of the enemy. Near the centre was a ravine, in 
r vHch the troops would be sheltered from the cross-fire, and 
f tlirough this ravine I determined that the mnin assault 
f should be made. General Dcvens's division had been placed 
a the right to protect our flank, and hold as much as possi- 
p We of the lines vacated by the troops moving forward. 
I General Martindale, with his division, was ordered to move 
down the ravine, while General Brooks, with his division, 
■was to advance on the left, taking care to keep np the con- 
nection between Martindale and the Sixth Corps ; and if, in 
the advance, those two commands should join, he (Brooks) 
* was ordered to throw hia command behind General Martin- 
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dale, ready to operate on the right flank, if neceasary. The 
troopa moved promptly at the time ordered, and, driving i; 
the akirmiBhers of the enemy, carried his first line of worka, 
or rillo-pitH. Here the command was halted, under a aevete 
fire, to readjust the lines." Inspecting General Blartindale'e 
front. General Smith found that he had to foiTO a line of 
battle faced to the right to protect the right flank of the. 
moving column (the enemy's iutrenchments making a partial 
rc-enti'ant here), and that he could not advance farther unless 
the Sixth Corps covered hia left from a croas-fire — a croas-fire, 
however, from which we have seen tho Sixth Corps was also 
sufifering. General Martindale waa ordered to keep his 
column covered as much aa possible, and to move only when 
General Brooks moved. General Martindale, hearing the 
firing in front of the Sixth Corps, mistook it tor Brooka's, 
and made throe gallant assauita with Stannard'a brigade, but 
waa repulsed each time. This brought bo severe a crosa-flrs 
upon Brooks, who waa forming his column of attack, that he 
waa ordered to keep hia men under shelter until it was over. 
The fli'e from the right came from a part of the enemy's 
worka against which no part of our attack was directed, and 
General Smith was unable to keep it down with his artillery. 
Bepoiting the coudition in his front, General Smith sai 
that his troops were very much cut up, and that he had e 
hope of being able to cany tho works in hia front unlaas th 
Sixth Corps could relievo him from the galling fire on h 
left flank. To this General Meade replied (eight a.m.) that 
General Wright had been ordered to assault without refer- 
ence to hia. General Smith's, advance, and that he. General 
Smith, must continue hia asaaults without reference to Gen- 
eral Wright, who but a short time before had reported that 
Ma assault waa waiting for General Smith's. 

To this General Smith says. General Devens'a command, 
which held liis right, liad been so much cut up in ofllcera and ' 
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men dnring tlie two days previous, that he did not deem it in 
condition to do more than act on the defensive. Of the two 
brigades of General Martindale's division. General Stannard'a 
had been too much reduced by the assaolt to he sent in 
again, and Colonel Stedman's brigade, in addition to having 
been repnlaed, waa holding a line he could not neglect. Of 
the three brigades of Genei-al Brooks, two had suffered 
severely during the fii'st advance and the holding of the 
ground gained under a terrible cross-fire ; and there was left 
of fresh troops only the brigade of General Bumham, which 
waa ordered to the front to form a coluron of attack. But 
the severe Sank Hre from the right, which General Smith 
Bays went through his line into the right of the Sixth Corps, 
must first be silenced ; and later in the day additional artil- 
lery was sent him for the purpose ; but at half-past one 
o'clock General Meade suspended all further offensive opera- 
tions, and directed corjjs coaunanders to intrench the posi- 
tions they held, and make leconnoisaanceB with a view to 
moving against the enemy's works by regular approaches 
from the advanced positions they held. 

The kdllod and wounded of the Eighteenth Corps num- 
bered about a thouBand. The loss in leading offlcere on this 
day, as well as on the 1st of June, was severe. Among the 
killed on the two days wore Colonel Meade and lieutenant- 
Colonels Perry, Anderson, and Marshall, all commanding 
regiments. 

The order of General Meade suspending the attacks was 
issued upon receiving a despatch from General Grant, stating 
that as the corps commanders wei'e not sanguine of success 
in case an assault was made, that further advance might he 
soapteudcd for the present ; that advances to advantageoUH 
positions should be made by regular approaches, after due 
reconnoissauce ; that to aid the expedition under General 
Hunter it was necessary U> detain all the army then with 
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Lee until Hunter got well on hia way to Lynohbnrg. This 
would be more effeetnally done by keeping the enemy ont ot 
the intrench ments of Richmond than by forcing him into 
them. It ahonld be mentioned that aa early as seven o'clock. 
General Grant had directed General Meade to siispead the 
offensive the moment it became certain that an assault could 
not succeed. 

General Bumside threw forward Generals Pottw and Will- 
eoi early on the morning of the 3d, and took the advanced 
rifle-pits of Early's left (those taken by WiUcoi having bees 
oaptnred from him the evening before) and established these 
divisions close up to the enemy's main line. On© o'clock was 
fixed upon by him for an attack upon the main works by tba 
three divisions, as by that hour it was expected that the ar- 
tillery put in position would silence the severe enfilading fir* 
of the enemy. General Wilson waa to eo-operate by an at- 
tack on Early's rear. 

The order su3i>ending further offensive operations, how- 
ever, was received just as the skirmishers were about to mov^ 
but not long after Eaily attacked vigorously and was repulsed. 

The fighting was sharp during the day, the killed and 
wounded of the corps numbering about 800, and including, 
General Bumside says, some of their best officers and men. 

General Warren, co-operating with General Bumside, had 
General Griffin's division, moving and attacking Bodes'a and 
Heth's divisions in concert with Bumsido'a troops and push.-* 
ing Early off from the Shady Grove Church road. Whila 
Warren was thus attacking from his right, Gordon attacked 
hia right centre, but was repulsed. The Fifth Corps liiiA 
was too extended tor offensive operations, and about nooil 
Bimey's division of the Second Corps was sent to hold itC 
left. But the order suspending offensive operations ww 
ceived by the time this division was in position. The lossoi 
of the Fifth Corps were some 400 killed and wounded. 
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General Wilson, after eBtablishing Cesnola'a force on 
Burnside'a right, moved across the Totopotomoy to Hawes's 
shop, attacked the enemy there, Barringer'H brigade, W. H. 
F- Lee's division, and drove them from the rifle-pits, losing 
several valuable o£Bcers, Lieutenant-Colonel Freston killed, 
and Colonel Benjamin severely wounded. The enemy with- 
drew on the road to Enon Church in the direction of their 
former infantry intrenchments on the Totopotomoy. Gen- 
era! Wilson then attacked Heth's left rear near Via's, on the 
road r unnin g south from Hawes's shop, engaging a brigade 
of three regiments, and got possession of their ri£e-pit8, 
which he held for an hour. Failing to connect with Bum- 
fijde'a infanti7, he withdrew to Hawes's shop. 

General Lee, in reporting the operations of the day to the 
itary of War at Eichmond, says of this: "General 
-pton encountered the enemy's cavalry near Hawes's 
ip, and a part of General Wm. H. F. Lee's division drove 

from theii' intrenchments." 
General Early says: "There were repeated attacks on 
Eodes's and Hoth's fronts on the 3d, those on Cook's brigade 
of Heth's division being eBpecia,lly heavy, but all of them 
were repnlsed. There was also heavy Bkirmishing on Gor- 
don's front. Ehuing the day Heth's left was thj'eateued by 
the enemy's cavalry, but it was kept off by Walker's brigade 
under Colonel Fry, which coverod that flaak, and also re- 
an effort of the enem.y'a infantry to get to our rear, 
ia necessary that Heth's division should join its corps 
tlie right, and my flank in this position was very much 
fatposed, I withdrew at the close of the day to the line pre- 
Tiously occnpied, and next momiag Hcth moved to the 
right." General Early does not mention his losses. 

About eight o'clock in the evening, the right of Barlow 
and the left of Gibbon were sharply attacked, but the enemy 
was repulsed. The Diary of Longstreet's Corps says of this : 
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" At ilark a &ub\ and furious oEsault is made on Maitin, the 
right brigade of Hoke. Himton also severely engaged." 

General Lee, in rejwrting to the Secretaiy of War on the 
4th of Jnne, says: "Last night, after the date of my des- 
patch, Generals Breckiiiridge and Finnegau were attacked 
by the enemy as they were preiiaring to re-establish their 
Bkirmish Hue. The enemy was soon repulaed. Immediately 
afterwai'd an attack was made upon Oenerol Hoke's froat, 
with a hke result." 

The lines were so close that an attempt to establish a 
picket line brought on a Bharji contest, in which each sidfl 
thought the other the attacking party. 

Although the lines were advanced by regular approaches 
(they were so close to the enemy's intreaehments, and the 
ground waa so open, they could not bo advanced in any 
other way), yet mi asaault gave no promise of success. The 
army remained in position here tmtil the night of the 12th, 
when it withdrew to cross the James Eiver. The daily skir- 
mishing during that time was shai-p, and caused severe loss 
in some divisions ; during the nights there was heavy artil- 
lery firing, and sometimes heavy musketiy. The labor in 
making the approaches and strengthening the intrenchiaenta 
was hard. The men in the advanced part of the lines, 
which were some miles in length, had to lie close in muroir 
trenches with no water, escept a little to drink, and that of 
the worst kind, being from surface drainage ; they were ex- 
posed to great heat during the day; they had but little 
Bleep ; their cooking was of the rudest character. For over 
a month the army had had no vegetables, and the beef used 
was from cattle which were exhausted by a long march 
through a coimtry scantily provided with forage. Dead 
horses and mules and o&l were scattered over the oonntry, 
and between the lines were many dead bodies of both partiaa 
Iring unburied in a burning sun. The country was low and 
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mby in character. The eshaiisting effect of all this began 
3 show itself, and aickneaa of malarial character increased 
tgely. Every effort was made to correct this ; large quan- 
« of Tegetftbles were brought np to the army, and a more 
ingent police enforced. So mnch was every one absorbed 
e offensive operations against the enemy that, for a brief 
time, the police duties for the maintenance of cleanliness 
and health had not been as closely looked after as uaiml. 
Tlie good effect of these efforts was soon apparent. 

According to the report, of the Medical Director, Stirgeon 
McParlin, the wounded brought to the hospitals from the 
battle of the 3il of June numbered 4,517. Tlie killed were 
at least 1,100. The wounded brought to the hospitals from 
the battle of the 1st of June were 2,125; the killed were not 
less than 500. The wounded on the 1st and 3d of June were, 
^therefore, 6,642, and the killed not less than 1,600; bnt 
lopting the nnmbGr of killed and missing fnmiahed Gen- 
ii Badeau from tho Adjutant^Oeneral'a OIBee, 1,769 killed, 
' missing (many^moat, indeed — of them, no doubt, 
illed), we have 8,411 tor the killed and wounded, and for 
a total caaualtiea, 9,948. Previous to June 1, and after 
saing the Pamnnkey, we have 1,622 wounded,' 400 killed, 
^d about 1,000 missing, making a total of 10,4.^ killed and 
f'^oonded, and a total of casualties of 12,970.' 

' Be«l™a Bt the boBpituls from— 

Bewnd Oorpa 734 wounded. 

MfthOociB 600 " 

Hinth OotpB 76 " 

OiTilryOocpi aoo 

,* BrageaoUcParlin further Btstea in his repgrt thxl the anmber IdllBd, noiuidHl, 
M miadnB fmn the time of crosdi^ the PaniDiilirj to tbe aveoiDg o[ the 13lh 
i June, nMy bs eadmoMrt an foUowa, oidndlDB tho Eighteenth CotpB. Number 
Iwonndsd,iKcordinKtii theDliidaiSednhinie.T.545; nnntberaf vannded, iitrmE- 
(slisfatl; wotniled, A. A. H.). 900 ; cotsi, S,44B, Namber 
IdliHl, ncoortinB to rogitncntol reporta, I.JSO ; nnmber mlstiiiB. 1,864. ToUl of 




192 THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OF '64 AND '85. 

At the cloee of the day on the 3d. of June tbere were manf 
of our wounded lying between the lines and very near tha 
enemy's intrenchments, completely covered by the fire of his 
pickets and shaipshooters. But our men nmde extraordiuarj 
efforts; by night to get in their wounded comrades, and so 
far succeeded that very few were left. There were many 
dead of both sides lying there unburied, and General Qrant 
proposed an Brmngement with General Lee for bringing in 
tho wounded and burying the dead. This proposition was 
mails on the afternoon of the 5th, but no cessation of hos- 
tilities for tho purpose took place until the afternoon of tha 
7th, wliea a truce was agreed upon from eii to eight in tha 
evpuing. Very few wonnded were collected. Of those not 
brought in at night by their comrades, as before mentioned, 
the greater number had died of their wotmds and expOBore, 
The dead were buried where they lay. 

The ntunber of casaaltiea in the Army of Northern Vii^inia 
during this period, from the 27th of May to the 12th of June, 
are nowhere stated. Genera! Lee reported to the Secretary 
of War, on the 3d of June, that his loss that day was smaU. 
Up to, and including, the morning of the Ist of June, they 
were probably nearly equal to onr owa ; in Uie afternoon of 
the Ist of June, l^sa than ours, but still severe ; on the 3d oi 
Jime, very much less than ours. According to the Tabular 
Statement of the " Medical and Bm^cal History of the War," 
the number of its woimded, from the 1st to the 12th of June, 
was 1,200 ; its missing, 500. This would mahe its killed and 
woimded abont 1,500. The authority for the statement is 
not given. The actual namber was probably much greater. 
But even that number, when added to the jirobable number 
of HUed and wounded between the 27th of May and midday 
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of tlia 1st of Jime, would give between tliree and four thon- 
Band killed and wounded for the whole period we are consid- 
ering, and, including the missing, not less than between four 
and five thousand. Besides the Confederate general officers 
already mentioned as killed or wounded, it is noted in the 
Tabular Statement of Casualties that General Kirkland of 
Heth's division, General Lane of Wilcox'a, General Finnegon 
of Mahono'a, and General Law of Field's divisions were 
wounded. In the Diary of Longatreet's Corps it ia men- 
tioned that General Law was wounded. 

On the 5th General Bimej was retm-ned to the Second 
Corj'^i """i extended its left to the Chickahbminy. General 
Warren was withdrawn to the rear of Cold Harbor, and Gen- 
iVbI Burndde, with his left on Smith's right, was extended 

mg the Matadequin toward Allen's miU-pond. 

On the 7th Griffin's and Cutler's divisions moved to the 
Chickaliominy, and held from the left of Hancock to Des- 
patch Station. 

Two attempts were made by Lee to attack the right flank 
and rear of our army — one on the 6th, the other on the 7th. 
On the 6th General Early moved out on the north side of 
the Matadequin, getting as far as Bosher'a on Bnmside'a 
right flank, but becoming entangled in the 8wami>s of that 
stream, and troops from Anderson's corps failing to co- 
operate in time, probably owing to the same cause, ha could 
effect nothing, and retired to hie intrent-hments. On the 7th 
&6 made a similar effort on the south side of the Matadequin, 
ich failed from the same cause. 
XlL-a 




CHAPTER Vn. 



A FEW dajs after the Battle of Cold Harbor, General Hal- 
leck proposed to General Gi"ant tiiat tke Aiiny of the Poto- 
mac ahonld invent Bicbmoatl on the north bank of the James. 
This would have given greater aecinritj to "Washington, but 
it wonld have left open to Kichmond not oiilj all the lines of 
Btipplj on the sonth bank of the James, but, through railroad 
eonnectionB with Lynuhburg, the supplies of the Valley of 
Virginia and of West Virginia would have also been available 
for it. The original plan of campaign was therefore adhered 
to. The Centra] and Fredericksbnig railroads had not beea 
snAioientlj danu^ed, and, on the 5th of June, General Sheri-. 
daa was directed to move to Charlottesville nith two of hia 
divisions, starting on the morning of the 7th, destroy the 
raih'oad bridge over the Eivanna near tliat town, and the. 
CBntral Kailroad from tliat point to Hanover Junction, if,' 
pi-acticable, which being effected, he would rejoin the army.. 
General Sheridan, carried instructions to General Hunter 
(whom he was expected to meet at Charlottesville) to nnita 
his forces with Sheridan's, and, after thoroughly destroying 
the Central Bailroad, to join the Army of the Potomac. 

GeneiTil Hunter, moving up the Valley of the Shenandoah, 
had, on the 6th of June, encountered a force, consisting of 
Jones's, Vaughn's, and Imboden's brigades, under Brigadier- 
General Jones, at Fiedmont, about ten miles northeast from 
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■ Stftimton, defeated it, and captured 1,500 men, with three 
I gnus. On the 8th of June he formed a junction with Crook 
and Averili at ataunton, and moved by way of Lexington 
upon Lynchburg, the posseBsion of which, with its manufac- 
turing eatabliahmente and stores, wan important to the Con- 
federates. General Vaughn, who succeeded to Jones's com- 
mand, fell back to Waynesboro' at Eockflsh Gap, on the 
railroad to Charlottesyille. 

Ab Boon as General Lee received information of Jonea'a 
defeat, General Breckinridge waa sent back to the Valley 
with the force he had brought with him from it, and on tho 
11th of June General Early moved his corps to the rear, near 
s miU. In the evening of the 12th, he was directed 
e at three o'clock the next morning for the Shenan- 
h Valley, by way of Louisa Court House and Charlottes- 
; to strike Hunter's force in rear, and, if i>ossible, to 
itroy it ; then to move down the Valley, cross the Potomac 
kiear LeeHbtu^ or Harper's Ferry, and threaten Washington. 
' General Breckinridge was directed to unite with him. 

General Hnnter wa^ supposed by General Iiee to be at that 
time at Staimton, and Breckinridge at Waynesboro'. General 
Early marched on tho morning of the 13th, at two o'clock.' 

The object in threatening Washington appears to have 
been the protection of Lynchburg and the upper part of the 
Valley of Virginia. It could hardly have been made with 
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the eipectation of drawing off from around Eichmond any 
Tery large part of our forces ojjeratmg against it. 

On tUe morning of the 8th of June, General Lee learnt 
from Ma]OT-G«neral Hampton that General Sheridan had 
crossed the Pamunkey the day before, and hod encamped 
that night betiveen Aylett's and DunMrk on the Mattapony ; 
and that he had with him urtiUery, ambulances, wagons, and 
lieef cattle. Gpneral Hampton was directed to follow him 
with two diviaions, and he at once set out foi' Oordonavilla 
and Charlotteayille with his own division, directing General 
Fitz Lee to follow as speedily aa possible with his division. 

On the 9th of Jnne General Meade directed Major Duane, 
Chief-Engineer of the Army of the Potomac, to select and 
intrench a line in the rear of the position at Cold Harbor, to 
be held while the ai-my was withdrawing. The intrenchmenfc 
extended from Elder Swamp to Allen's mill-pond, passing 
by Cold Harbor, and was finished on the momiug of l^e 
11th of June. 

On the 10th, General Warren was directed to move hia 
two divisions hold in reserve ne«r Learj^s, on the 11th to 
Moody's on the New Kent Court Honse road, four ndles from 
Bottom Biidge, keeping them out of the observation of the 
enemy. He was advised confldentially of the jiart hia corps 
would take in the march to the James, and directed to be 
prepared to move as soon as it was dark on the eTening of 
the 12th. 

On the 9th of June, General Butler sent General Gillmora 
and General Eautz on an expedition against Petersburg, the 
object being to capture the city and destroy the railroad 
bridge across the Appomattox. General Gillmore hsid with 
1dm 1,800 infantry of his own troopB, under the command of 
Colonel Hawley, and 1,200 of General Hinks's, which were to 
move up from City Point and join him. General Kantz had 
about 1,500 cavalry. General Oillmore says that the ponton 
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liridge over tho Apponiattos at Port Walthall was not muf- 
fled as it was promised it afaould be, and that the croasing of 
Kftntz'B cavftlty could be heard for niilea, and, no donbt, put 
the enemy on Lis guard. General Wise, with hia brigade, 
2,400 strong, and ench local troops aa eonld be got together 
under esigencioa, had charge of the defences of Peterabnrg. 
Ganeml GHllmore arrived before the works on the City Point 
road at seven o'clock in the morning ; General HinV p at the 
same hour before those on a road a mile from Gillmore's left. 
General Kantz moved on the Jerusalem plank road four or 
five miles on tho left of Gillmore, and was expected to at- 
tack at nine o'clock. Wise's command held tho intrench- 
ments in front of GUlmore and Hinka, Manned as strongly 
ms they were, General Gillmore was satisfied, after careful 
examination (in which opinion General Hinka and Colonel 
Hawley both concurred), that he could not carry them. He 
did not, therefore, make the attempt. Receiving no com- 
munication from General Kantz during the day, he withdrew 
at hftlf-paat one from the front of the intrenchments, and at 
three o'clock began liia return march. 

Kftutz attacked the intrenehmenta on the Jerusalem, plank 
»ad with Colonel SjJear'a biigado at half-paet eleven. The 
lorce defending them was small, for no part of Wiae's brigade 
was posted there, bnt it was suflicient to repel three front at- 
tflicks. The works wore then turned with a part of the bri- 
gade, and Kantz advanced close to tho water-works of the 
town. But here ha found an earth intrenchment and stock- 
ftde on Reservoir Hill, which had infantry and artillery in it. 
General Bearing's brigade, sent over by General Beauregard, 
le up, and the artillery opened. Kautz, satisfied 
-that he could not capture tho town, withdrew, followed by 
Dearing.' 
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In the course of the day Geneiul Beauregard seat all the 
forue he could spare from hia mtrenchmenta to Petersburg, 
and telegraphed to Richmond that, without the troops he 
had sent to General liee, he should be obliged to abandon 
the linos of Bermuda Hundred or those of Petersburg. 

To retura to the Amij of the Potomac. There was some 
delay in tlie omTal at Fort Monroe of the bridge materiel for 
crossing the James. Some of it had been Bent to Harper's 
Ferry for General Hunter's use. Steamers and steamboats 
of different kinds had been collected at Fort Monroe to ferry 
troops over and thus expedite the crossing of the army. 

The object of crossing the James was, as already stated, to 
carry out the plan with which the Army of the Potomac 
began the campaign, that is, to destroy the linea of snx^lyto 
the Confederate depot, Richmond, on the south side of the 
James as close to that city as practicable, after those on the 
north side of the river had been rendered useless. 

The capture of Petersburg would leave but one railroad in 
the hands of the Confederates, thongh, with that and it« 
connections, they would still retain oecesa to a large region 
of supply. Following the [lossession of Petersburg would 
be the turning of Beauregard's intrenchments in front of 
Butler and an advance toward Biclunond. Finally, but not 
iminediately, the remaining railroad would be severed, or, in 
anticipation of it, Richmond would be abandoned, and the 
Army of Northern Virginia would retreot toward Danville or 
Lynchburg. 

The place of crossing the James, the vicinity of Wilcox's 
Xianding, was judiciously chosen, both in its general and 
local features. Herring Creek covered it on the west, and the 
:r on the east. Positions for protecting the rear were se- 
leoted by the Engineers of the Army of the Potomac in advance 
of the arrival of troops there, the right of the line, looking 
north, crossing Weynook Neck, and resting on the river. 
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To cross BO wide &nd deep a river with ho large an armv 
vith all its artillety, togeClker with its ammunition, anbaist- 
ence, quartermaster, ambulance, and hospital trainti, was a. 
diflioalC operatioQ, and exposed the armj to attack under 
disadvantages while crossing. Should General Lee uttemp- 
to interrupt the crossing at the point selected, lie must ad- 
vance a long distance from Biohmoud, and thus oxpoao liim- 
seU in turn to attack. 

The vioinitj of Malvern Hill would have afforded better 
bridging places of the James than that at Wilcos's Iianding, 
and the routes to Butler's intrenchments, oud to Petersburg 
irom Cold Harbor, would have been ten or fifteen miloH 
Bborter than those by way of Wilco.Y'a Landing (which ex- 
ceeded fifty miles in length to Petersburg), but the crossing 
near Malvern, as well as the preparatiocs for it, would have 
been under the obsei'vation of the enemy, and exposed to in- 
terraption. Lee, at Gold Harbor, was about twenty-four 
miles from Butler's intreuulimeuts at Bennada Hundred, by 
way of Drurj'a Bluff, and about thii'ty-fonr from Petersburg. 

In the movement of the army from Oold Harbor to James 
Kiver, the Chickahomiuy must be crossed. Obviously, the 
crossings should be at points so far below Gold Harbor that 
a sufficient force could be over that stream and in position 
to cover the crossing of the remainder of the army by the 
time Lee should learn that the movement had taken place. 

The chief road-crossings of the Ghickahominy below Lee's 
position were Bottom Bridge, eight miles below Oold Har- 
bor, Long Bridge, fifteen miles, Jones's Bridge, twenty miles, 
and Window or Windsor Shades, the head of navigation, 
twenty-four miles below Oold Hajrbor. The bridges at these 
places had been destroyed. 

Two miles below Bottom Bridge, the White Oak Swamp 
empties into the -Chickahomiuy. The heacl of the swamp is 
about a mile northwest of Seven Pines. The general course 
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of Uie atreost is eaat, bending firat toward the south, then, 
fnr the last three miles, to the north. It ia abont ten miles 
long, and is similar in character to the streums of this sec- 
tion of country already deBcribed, and ia, therefore, difficult 
to cross. Three miles above its month it is crossed on a 
bridge l)y a road mnning duo south from the vicinity of 
Bottom Bridge, irhich road, at a milo south of the bridge, 
intersects the Long Bridge road. No main road crosses the 
White Oak Swamp abore this point, though some plantation 
toaiia do. 

Between 'White Oak Swamp and Jamea River there are 
three roEids leading to Riclimocd, the Charles City road, the 
most northerly, the Central roa*i, and New Market or river- 
road. The general direction of the Long Bridge road, after 
crossing the Chickahominy, ia eouthweaterly. Five miles 
from Long Bridge it is entered by the road from White 
Oak Bridge ; a mile fariher on it is entered bj the Charles 
City road and by the Quaker road from the south, coming 
from the Biver road at Malvern Hill. At this point of meeC- 
ing of the three roads is Kiddell's shop. Three miles far- 
ther on, the Long Bridge road is entered by the Centiad 
road, and a mile farther it is merged in the river-road. 

It was determined that Warren and Hancock should oroM 
the Cliickahominy at Long Bridge, Wright and Bumside at 
Jones's Bridge, and the great trains moving from White 
House, at Windsor Shades and Coles's Ferry, • Wilson had 
one of his cavalry brigades on the right of the army, and the 
other on the left, picketing the Ciiickahonuny. The brigade 
on the left was to precede Wan-en. The one on the right 
was to withdraw at the same time aa the Second and Sixth 
Corps, and cover the rear of the army and the trains during 
the movement. Poatou bridges accompanied each of the 
columns. Smith was to move with the Eighteenth Corps to 
White House, having the right of way over everything, en>- 
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bark his command, and proc«Bd with all possible despatch 
to Bermuda Hundred and report to General Butler. His 
artillery and trains were to join the main trains of the army 
at TnnBtall'a Station. 

The army was to commence withdrawing from Cold Har- 
bor as soon as it was dark on the evening of the 12th, Han- 
cook and Wright to occupy the intrenched line in rear from 
Elder Swamp to Allen's mill-pond, until the roads for their 
corps were cleared, when they were to move. The order for 
the movement will be found in Appendix H. 

The routes for the movement of the corps and trains, and 
directions as to precedence where routes joined, were care- 
fully prescribed. Upon crosaing the Chictahominy, General 
Warren was to cover the passage of the anny toward James 
Biver, and then follow the Second Corps, which was to move 
toward Charles City Court House by way of St. Mary's 
Church, Walker's, etc. The Sixth Corps was to take the 
ronte from .Tones'a Bridge to Charles City Court House, by 
way of Vandom's, and the Ninth Oor]»s a rout-e passing east 
of Charles City Court House, by Vandom's, Clapton, and 
Tyler's mill. The depot at Whitfl House was to be main- 
tained with its garrison until the arrival of General Hunter 
and General Sheriilan. 

In preparing the programme of movement, it appeared to 
me important that Geneiul Warren ehould move out the 
Long Bridge road, not only tar enough to cover the crossing 
of the Chickahominy by the army, but so tar aa to hold the 
bridge over the White Oak Swamp, and to look toward the 
three roads to Richmond already mentioned, which substan- 
tially met at Biddell's shop, about a mile in advance of the 
jwaitioQ General Warren was directed to take. He could 
not well advance to Eiddell's shop, ainco that would have . 
i him to attack in rear from White Oak Bridge. It 
t expected that such a movement by General Warren 
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wonid deceive Ijse, and give him the impression that the 
Army of the Potomac was advancing upon Bichmond, or, if 
intending to cross the Jamefl, that it would do so near Mal- 
vern Hill , at City Point, or ahove. The movement made the 
desired impression upon buoi, and to a greater extent than 
was contemplated, for, as we shall see farther on, he was un- 
certain what the Arm; of the Potomac was doing until the 
afternoon of the 17th of June. 

The movement to James Biver took place as ordered, with- 
out interruptions or delays. The ponton bridge at IJong 
Bridge was laid at one a.m. of the 1.5th, and Wilson's cavalry 
at once crossed, and moved out to White Oak Bridge and to 
Biddell's shop, meeting with sharp ox^position from Bar- 
ringer's cavatiy brigade and some mounted force under Gen- 
eral Greary. Wilson was followed by two divisions of the 
Fifth Corps to the position General Warren was directed to 
take, the other two divisions of the corps being held in sup- 
port. As soon as the Fifth Corps relieved Wilson at White 
Oak Bridge, where there was some force of the enemy, he 
pushed parties ont the Charles City and Central roads, which 
had sharp Bkirmishing. His losses and those of Crawford 
during the day were some 300 killed and wounded. 

The Second Corps followed the Fifth in crBasing at Jones's 
Bridge, and reached the vicinity of Wilcos's Landing at half- 
past five on the 13th, The SLsth and Ninth Corps reached 
there on the Uth. The Fifth Corps withdrew to St. Mary's 
Ciiurch on the night of the 13th, and arrived at Charles City 
Court House at noon of the 14th. 

The marches were very long and exhaustive, being from 
twenty-five to thirty-five or forty-five miles in length. 

General Butler turned over all his bridge materiel and 
vessela of every kind, not in use, to the Army of the Poto- 
mac to aid in crossing the river. General Weitzel, his Chief 
Engineer, was charged with constructing roads through the 
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HVampB at the two ends of tile bridge aud at the iBoding- 
placea for the ferrying vesxelB. The approaches to the bridge 
being completed, and eveiything ready for its constraction, 
the battahon of engineers, under Majoc Mendoll (Major 
Duane, Chief Engineer), commenced laying it at fonr o'clock 
in the afternoon of the 14fch. and flnished it by midnight.' 

The artillery and trains of the Ninth, Fifth, and Sisth Corps 
began at once to cross upon it, in the □rdor stated, that being 
the order iu which the corjia were to cross the river. By 
midnight of the 16th the army, with all its artillery and 
trains, was over the James, General Wright ooveiing the op- 
eration, and being the last to reach the right bank. 

General Wilson's cavalry held their advanced positions 
toward the White Oak Swamp and Malvern TT 'H , Amtil they 
were drawn in by General Wright to precede bim over the 
bridge. 

The navy also assisted with its Etrmored ships and gan- 
Fboats in covering the passage of the river. 

Oeaerol Butler had, in the latter jwrt of May, prociired 
several vessels to sink upon Trent's Eeaeh bar, at the right of 
his line of inb'eiichmenta, if, he stated in his correspoodence 
with Admiral Lee, in the judgment of the Naval Commander 
this obstruction would odd to the security of the Heet. 
Upon those terms Admiral Lee declined to sink them. But 
General Grant, npou learning, on the 13th of June, that hia 
«ider to General Butler to obstruct the navigation in this 
f bad not beea carried out, again dircL-ted him 
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them, H3 it waa deemed a military necesaify, essential to the 
Bncoesa of the campaign. _,Upoa laaming this from General 
Grant, Admiral Lee rendered every aid required in obstruct- 
ing the cliannel, which was now accomplished. 

On the morning of the 13th General Lee discovered that 
Uie Army of the Potomac had withdrawn from Cold Harbor, 
and learned tliat it was advancing toward Bichmond on 
Long Bridge road. His army was at once set in motion. 
General Anderson moving with hia corps past Fair Oaks and 
Saven Pines over White Oak Swamp to tha Charles City 
road, and down that road a few miles to Williams's, when, 
turning from it, he halted for the night near the battlefield 
of Frazier'a farm, between Malvern TTill and Biddell's shop. 
Genei'al TTill crossed T\"hit6 Oak Swamp lower down, and 
moving out tha Charles City rood, took up a position at Bid- 
dell'a shop, where he iutrent'he<l,. having some skirmishing 
with Wilson's cavalry. Lee was thus holding from Molvem 
Hill to 'White Oak Swamp. 

In the night of tha 13th Wilson withdrew to St. Mary's 
Church, where ho es'abUshed Mcintosh's brigade, which by 
that time hod joined him. On the afternoon of the 14th and 
morning of the 15th, Mcintosh advanced toward White Oak 
Swamp, and Chapman toward Malvei'u Hill, the latter to ascer- 
tain if it was held by tha enemy, and in what force. Be waB 
also to (isoertain whether a crossing conld be secured from 
Shirley to Berm-ada Hundred or City Point. Colonel Chapman 
reached Turkey Creek bridge at the foot of Malvem Hill, and 
ascertained that the enemy's cavalry occupied the hill in force. 
These cavalry reconnoissances caused the retention of Anders<Hi 
and Hill in the positions they took on the evening of the ISth, 

As soon on the 14th as any boats were available. General 
Hancock began crossing his troops from Wilcos'a Landing to 
Windmill Point, and by foar o'clock on the morning of the 
15th all his infantry and four batteries of artillery had landed 
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on the south bank. The means of proseing were very lim- 
ited, and the hmding-pLtaeR, wharfs, and roads were incom- 
plete. At half-past six in the morning of the 15th three 
ferry-boats were added to his means of crossing and greatly 
iacilitabed the passage of his artillery and wagons. 

On the evening of the 14th he was directed by General 
Meade to hold his troops in readiness to move, and was in- 
formed that it was probable he wonld be instracted to mareh 
toward Peterabiu'g, and that rations for hia command would 
be sent him from City Point. At ten o'clock that night the 
following despatch was sent him by General Meade ; " Gen- 
eral Butler haa been ordered to send to you at Windmill 
Point 60,000 rations.' So soon aa theae are received anil is- 
aned, you will more your corps by the moat direct route to 
Petersburg, taking up a position where the City Point Bail- 
road crosaea Harrison's Creek, where we now have a work. 
After Barlow haa crossed you will cross as much of your ar- 
tillery and ammunition train an possible np to the moment 
are ready to move, and if all is quiet at that time the 
ferriage of the rest can be continued and they*can join you." 
But the rations did not arrive, as expected, that night or the 
next morning, and the corps marched without them at half* 
past ten on the 15th.' 
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General Smitli withdrew Iroui tlie mtrQnchm.eutB of Cold 
Harbor shortly after dark on tke night of tlie 12th of June, 
and at daylight had arrived at the Wliite House, when the 
embarkation began, bnt delay oceuiTed from the want of 
transportation. By sunset of the 14th ha hail reported in 
person to General Butler at Bermuda Hnndied and receiTed 
orders to move at daylight on Petersburg.' 

General Butler had a ponton bridge over the Appomattox 
near the left of his line, at Point of Books or Broadway 
lianding, about two miles below Port Walthall. Near this 
landing General Smith's transports eontinueJ to arrive all 
through the night. General Butler's caralry under Brig&- 
dier-Genoral Kautz, 2,400 strong, and the available jMurt of 
the division of colored troops under Brigadier-General 
Hinka' (3,700 officei-s and enlisted men, infantry and artil- 
lery) were assigned to General Smith, in addition to his own 
infantry, 10,000 enJisted men. General Kautz was ordered to 
cross the river at one o'clock in the morning, and threaten 
the intrenohments near the Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroad, 
and at the saime time protect the left fln-'iV of the infantiy ; 
Hinks to follow Kautz, and take a position across the Jor- 
dan's Point road as near as possible to tho enemy's works ; 
Brooks to fallow Hinks and form on his right, and General 
Martindalo to proceed on tho river-road to a point near the 
City Point Bailroad and await orders. It will be recollected 
that the Petersburg intrenchments encircled the city at tlift 
distance of two miles from it, and consisted of a series of 
strong redans or batteries connected by infantry parapets 
with high profiles, all with ditches. General Smith's in- 
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■■fantry would have a march of his or seven milea to come up 
to them. Oenoral Kautz, Geaeral Smith aays, was unavoida- 
h\y dolayod in hia march, bo that the movemeat from Broad- 
waj did not take place until after daylight. He soon met 
the enemy's skirmishers, and eam.e upon a rifle-pit near the 
railroad, about two miles in front of the enemy'a intrench- 
ments, which was held by some dismounted cavalry and a 
light hattery. Some time was required to take tliis isolated 
intra nchment, which Hinka's troopa accomplished, capturing 
one of the guna. General Hinks moved to his asaigned po- 
aition by the flank, while General Brooks deployed and 
moved forward along the City Point Eailroad and wagon- 
road. A mile-and-a-lialfa march brought them under the 
fire of the enemy's artillery, and General Smith began to re- 
connoitre the position and form the troops for assault. Gen- 
eral Martindale bad come up on the right of the TaUroad. 
In his front, extending to the Appomattox, was a broad, low 
valley, out up by ditches and ravinaa, completely awept by 
the fire of the enemy's artilleiy, the intrenebments here 
being withdrawn some six hundred yards from the salient at 
and about Jordan's Hill (where the City Point Railroad en- 
tered), in front of which was Brooks's division. The lino of 
works in front of Hinks's division was similarly withdrawn, 
thoogh not to the same extent. Deep ravines were found all 
along tbese fronts also. Tlie enemy had a eroaa-fire of artil- 
lery upon the front threatened. 

The reconnoissancea were necessarily slow. Very little in- 
fantry could be seen in the works, but. General Smith says, 
that was not positive proof that it was not there, and it did 
not seem probable to him that the number of guna at work 
against him would be there without support. But in fact 
the whole force in the intrenoliments at that time, besides 
the artillery, consisted of Wise's brigade, 2,400 strong, the 
"!' I ''■'", and Dearing's biigade of cavalry. Heavy artillery 
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firing was going on agBinst Kiiiitz. About five o'clock, after T 
completiug a carefnl reconnoiasftnce, General Smith coil- 
cluded not to aaaault in colnmn under such a heavy artillery 
fire, bat to moss his artillery iiyKin the salient near General 
Brooks'a centrB, and try to carry the works with a very strong 
Bkirmish lino, which he could do it they were thinly held by 
infantry. Tho troops were formed accordingly, but his chief 
of ortillaij liad, without authority, taken everything to the 
tear to water the horaes, and this caused a further delay ot . 
an hour. About seven o'clock the skirmighers advanced, . 
and the artillery opened upon the salient (Redans 5 and 
6), which made no reply. The skirmishers met a sharp in- 
fantry fire, but carried the works, taking between 200 and 
300 prisoners and four guns. The lines of battle followed 
and occupied the intrenchments. General Brooks ■ 
formed to resist an attact, while General Martindale on 
right, and General Hinks on the left, were following up the 
advantage gained. Five of the redans on the left^ from 
No. 7 to 11, both inclusive, which commanded the position 
at the centre, were captured by Hinka's division, the 
No. 11, at tho Dunn house, about nine o'clock in the i 
ing. Artillery was captured in each.' ^ mile and a half of 
the intrenchments, with sixteen gutiH, were thus captured, . 
and this showed that the infantry force defending Petersbm^. 

The foiu- redans from the river to the City Point Railroad. 
remained in the hands of the enemy, as did those on 
left of No. 11. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, General Smith WBB 
iiJormed by a staff officer sent by General Grant, that tli# 
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Beoond Cor]ts was marching toward him on the roEid from 
Windmill Point. Upon receiving this intelligence Geneml 
Smith at once sent a despatch to General Hancock, request- 
ing him to come np as rapidlj us possible. This despatch 
' General Hancock received at half-past five, about a mile 
■Ironi Old Court House, and about four miles fi'om Smith's 
'left. A few minutes before, General Hancock had received 
a despateh from General Grant at City Point, directing all 
Itaato to be made in getting up to the assistance of QeneiiU 
Bmith, who, it stated, had attacked Petersburg, and carried 
the onter works in front of that city. ' The head of Bimey'a 
division was just passing a country road that led directly to 
Petersburg when these despatches were received, and was at 
once turned in that direction, Gibbon's division following, 
imd orders were sent to General Barlow to inarch toward the 
point from Old Court House, on the road to which he 
VBS moving. 

as he received General Grant's despatch. General 
Hancock sent Colonel Morgan to inform General Smith 
■where his column was, and that he was marching to his sup- 
port with all despatch. This information General Smith 
iprobably received shortly after six o'clock. 

General Beauregard, apprehensive that the Army of the 
■Potomac, in withdrawing from. Cold Harbor, would move 
directly upon Petersburg, had urged General Lee to send 
him troops sufficient to defend it, while he hold his lines in 
front of Butter. But Lee, not satisfied that Eichmond was 
not the object of the movement of the Army of the Potomac, 
would not withdraw Hill and Anderson from their position 
at Riddell's shop. He directed Hoke's division, however, 
to return to Beauregard. It left Drury's Bluff early in the 
the 15th, having eighteen miles to march to the 
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Petersburg intrenchments where thi-eatened. General Bean- 
regard BojB that the leading brigade, Hagood'o, arrived by 
Tail about sunset, and waa placed on Wiae'a left, his, Ha- 
good's, left extending to the Appomattox. The rest of 
Hokes'a division, he says, anived dming the night, and was 
put on Bflgood'a right. All the division waa probablv put 
in position before nine o'clock, and intrenchments were 
thrown up in rear of the captured part of the defeucea dur- 
ing the night. 

General Smith eays that he had heard some hours before 
the last works were captured, that Lee's arm; was rapidly 
crossing at Drury's Bluff, and that he deemed it wiser to 
hold what he had, thau, by attempting to reach the bridges, 
to loae what he had gained, and have the troops meet with a 
dii^aster. He knew also, ho says, that some portion of the 
Army of the Potomac was coming to aid him ; and therefore 
the troops were placed so as to occupy the commanding po- 
sitions and wait for daylight. tJpon the arrival of General 
Hancock he requested him to relieve his b'oops and allow 
them to rest, which request General Hancock complied with. 

It is probable that an immediate advance of the whole of 
Smith's force when the salient was carried, or at nine o'clock, 
when it would have been supported by two divisions of the 
Second Coi-ps, would have resulted in the capture of Peters- 
burg and the possession of the north bank of the Appo- 
mattox. ' 

It was a march of at leaat sixteen miles by the direot toad 
from Windmill Point (through Prince George Court Hoase) 
to the Petersburg intrenchments where intersected by the 
City Point Bailroad. Had General Hancock's instructions 
merely directed him to move his corps by the most direct 

WM tepoTUti to him bj CQlont-l LiTermow af bis (Eiaha'a) stul (■» Paper 
UwuaohnBtU UlliUif UistoHcal Sod^ly). 
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i^nte to tlie intrRnchmenta of Petersbui-g, as soon aa the 
rations were issued, it woulil, in IiIh judgment, notwithstand- 
ing the delay caused by the matter of rations, have arrived 
there by foiu' o'clock in the afternoon. Certainly it would 
Jiave been there by ais o'clock, and in time to attack with 
Smith's force. It would ha70 found no infantry anil but 
Kttle artillery in the intrench meats on Smith's left, and 
continuing to advance, would have secured the possession 
of Petersburg. Why General Hancock was not ordered to 
march at daylight of the 15th, 1 have been unable to ascer- 
tain. He could have done so aa readily as at half-past tan, 
and it would have brought him up to Smith at midday. 

He was to "take up a position where the City Point Bail- 
road crossed Harrison's Creek, where we now have a work," 
and this conditioa did not admit of his continuing on tiie 
most direct road, but obliged him to leave it ; and, turning 
to the right, take one several miles longer, after much delay 
in eeekiug in vain to ascertain from the people of the coun- 
try where Harrison's Creek was, and what roads led to it, for 
the maps in use were, for this section of country, so eiTone- 
ona as to be not only useless but misleading. Harrison's 
Creek was, in fact, inside the enemy's intreuchments, and 
was enoh an insignificant rivulet as probably not to be known 
by any name much beyond the limits of Petersbnig. There 
WBS a mn marked on the map as Haiiison's Creek, bat erro- 
neonsly laid down. This stream, according to the map, wait 
crossed by the railroad about thi'ee and a half miles from 
Petersburg. There was actually a diminutive stream crossed 
by the City Point Eailroad half way between City Point and 
Petersburg, about five miles from each, and this rivulet 
emptied into the Appomattox near the ponton bridge of 
General Butler at Broadway Landing, where there was a 
bridge-head, as there was at the site of the ponton bridge, a 
mile and a half above. These works appear to be referred to 
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in tlie despaf ch by the phrase ' ' xchere ibb now have a work," 
for we Lad no work where the railroad crossed the t\ 

Apparently it was designed that the Second Corps ahoiild ' 
be in position at the railroad crossing of Harrison's Greek to 
support General Smith, the erroseouis map misleading a 
its distance from the Petersburg works. General Hancock 
states in Uie report that the messages from Lieutenant-Oei^ 
eral Grant and from General Smith were the first and onlj 
intimations he had that Fetersbni^ was to be attacked that 
day, and that ap to that hour he hod not been notified froia 
KDj source that he was expected to asRist General Smith iA 
assaulting that citj. The artillery firing which he had heaHI> 
he attributed to a raid or a reconnoissance which the people 
of the country informed him Kautz was making.' 

The head at Bimey's diyision, General Hancock saya, to- 
rived at the Bryfunt house, about a mile in rear of Hinks's 
position, at half-jjast six o'clock. Leaving inatmotions for 
Bimey and Gibbon to move forward aa soon as they could 
aBcartaia where they were needed, General Hancock rode to 
General Smith and informed hiin that two of his divieioDS 
were close at hand, ready for any m-ovementa which i 
judgment should be made. General Smith, informing Tijtih 
that the enemy had been reinforced during the evening, ra- 
quested him to relieve his troops in the front line of th« 
captured works. This relief was completed by eleven o'clock^ 
by which time. General Hancock says, it was too late and too 
dark for an immediate advance. About midnight Oenerd 
Hancock was informed by General Grant that the enem; 

> "TiililBBiip*podClonvheretbeCit;FolatIUUniw]miBBeiiHiirrl9on'BCiea^ 
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were throwing reinforcementH into PetersbiiTg, and he was 
directed, if Petersburg Ehould not be taken in the night, to 
iake up a defensive position, and maintain it until oU our 

I forces were up.' 

t sis o'clock in the afternoon of the ISth General Bom- 

[ side was informed of what was transpiring at Pet«r8burg, 

[ and directed to cross tbe river at onoe on the ponton bridge, 
move up to Harrison's Creek and form on Hancock's 

' left, "ffi" advance reached the vicinity of Petersburg on the 
left of the Second Corps at ten a.m. of the 16tli. General 
Warren at the same time was directed to cross his artilleiy 
and trains after Bumaide and to begin to cross Ms troops by 
ferrying, at daylight of the 16th, and to posh forward his 

I corps to Petersburg by divisions as soon as each crossed. 

I By midnight of the 16th the corps halted a few miles from 
Petersburg. 

General Beauregard, during the evening of the 15th, de- 
termined to withdraw Jolmeon's division from the Bermuda 
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headquarters to retire, and the command abandoned the 
works, and withdrew to the line of rifle-pits formerly occu- 
pied by their advanced pickets. Pickett assanlted thia line 
about dnsk, hut was repulsed. The despatches of General 
Lee to Eichmond and to General Beauregard, together with 
the Diary of General Anderson's Corps, indicate that the 
whole of the enemy's Bermuda Hundred intrenchments were 
not retaken on the 16th, bat General Osbom is positive that 
they were, and he was on the ground. 

General Jolmson's division, whose effective strength, with- 
out Gracie'i brigade, was 3,500,' ought, from the preceding 
aoconnt, to have been in position in the Petersburg in- 
trenchments early on the morning of the 16th. Upon arriv- 
ing it was placed on the right of Hoke's division. Wise being 
1 the extreme right of the Confederate infantiy force, hia 
right not reaching the Jenisalem plank-road by half a mile. 
From hia right weatwardly, four and a halt miles,' to the 
Appomattox Biver, the intrenchments, General Beaurogai'd 
states,* were entirely unoccupied, except by a few cavalry 
I inckets stationed there to give him timely notice of danger 
I in that direction. General Dearing's cavalry, he says, were 
principally occupied outside of the lines on the enemy's 
(onr) left flank, watching hia movements to give timely no- 
tice of his approach from that direction, which would, he 
thought, have endangered his command, and compelled him 
I to abandon Petersburg with but little reaiatanee. But with 
1 thia disposition of Dearing's cavalry he would have had uo- 
HcB of our approach in time to have transferred troops to 
the unoccupied intrenchments before we could have got up 
to them. Our attack made in that manner wotdd, however. 
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hare been more likelj to Bucceed than attacking connected^ 
as we did, though onr attacks were now directed agaiust in- 
ti'enchments thrown up in a uigiit, whereas the works beyond 
our left were the original, carefullj built intrenohments, the 
character of which has been already stated. 

From the right of Wise to the left of Hoke was about five 
miles. Besides the artillery, General Beauregard probably 
had about 14,000 effective force of infantry in these intrench- 
ments early on the 16th. He received no further reinforce- 
ments until the morning of the 18th, when Eeraliaw and 
Field arrived, and, later in the day, Hill. 

The Petersburg intrenclunents ran from the Appomattox 
Birer east, a mile to the City Point Bailroad ; then south, 
three iniles to the Norfolk Bailroad ; then west, four miles 
to a point a nule west of the Weldon BaiL'oad ; then north, 
two miles to the Appomattox River. The length of the in- 
trenchmenta from the Norfolk Bailroad west to the Jerusa- 
lem plank-road was a mile and a half. 

On the morning of the 16th General Hancock, wbo was 
placed in commanS of all tiie troops that were up, made 
reconnoissances in his front, in the course of wliich, he says. 
General Egan's brigade made a spirited attack upon a re- 
doubt on Bimey's left {Eedan No. 12), and con-ied it in his, 
Egan's, usual intrepid manner. General Hancock waa now 
ordered to attack in his front at sis p.m.. General Meade hav- 
ing arrived upon the groand. This programme was carried 
out, and a spirited assault was made by the Second Corps, 
supported by two brigades of the Eighteenth on the right, 
and two of the Ninth on the left, which resulted in the cap- 
tiue of Bedana No. i on the right, and Nos. 13 and 14 on 
the left, together with thcii' connecting lines, and in driving 
back the enemy along the whole line. The attacking foma 
suffered severely. The heavy fighting ceased at dark, but 
several vigorous attempts were made by the enemy during 
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tlie night to retake tliair groiinj. The gallant commander 
of the Irish brigade of the Second Corps, Cnlonel Patrick 
Kelly, Eighty-eighth Now York, waa killed, leading his com- 
mand, aud Colonel Beaver, One Hundred and Forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania, severely wounded. 

At the first dawn of day in the morning of the 17th, the 
division of Oenei-al Potter (Ninth Corps) carried, in the moat 
gallant manner, the redans and linpa on the ridge where the 
Shind or Shand house stood, capturing four guns, five col- 
ors, 600 prisoners, and 1,500 stands of small anna. 

The troops. Griffin's and Ciittin's brigades of Potter's 
division, were formed in two lines in a deep ravine with 
I precipitons slopes, close up to the works they were to at- 
ftjteok. They were ordered not to fire a shot, but to depend 
I on the bayonet. The command, Fbneanl, was passed along 
the lines in whispers, and the lines, without firing a shot, 
at onoe swept over the enemy's works, taking them com- 
pletely by snrprise, and carrying eveiything before them. 
TUe Confederate troops were asleep, with their arms in their 













•tgnlngCnrtfa'abrlEndBtdhitiigpTW"- Hoasyn: "Ilban upent theentireniKht 








imimrliig ror the attiulc. I placed my brlgmda on Ihu lelt gt tha Somnd Corps in 








wLlhlo ODa hnndred ysrda Of their lines, with Cnrtin on my IcR and ■ aw\a fur- 












lion : csntnnt were planed In knapraclix ta prortnt raEtliTig, und nil cDminiindg 




«ei» given in whispcrx. I fonnod my brigade in hrd Unci DdlDoel 




Ourim formed hiB In thn wma »aj My on1ei-> wore not to Are anJiDt, 




but W depend wholiy on the baynnet in orrying the lino.. 
















anemy'a worka, lalttiiK tlicm mmplcUly by aarprUe, nod carryinff all before n.. 




'■One goBBer aaw ua npptoaohing and fired bli piece. That was Ml we Snirc) 




from CbcDi. and almoat tlie only ihot Bred on elttaer side. The rebels wen «M^ 




XII.— 10 


Hi 





218 



THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OK M AND '65. 



The ground in the ravine from which General Potter made 
his atta«k was covered thicklj with slashed timber, making 
it dilHoult to get np Ledlie'a division to follow up Potter's 
success. Potter, .however, pushed forward until he fonnd 
the enemy ill a new intrenched position on the west slope of 
HarriHon'H Oreek, ■which extended from Kedan No. 3, near 
the Appomattox to the works at and in the vicinity of the 
Norfolk Railroad. 

In the Gom'se of the day Qeneml WiUcox ' made an attack 
on this line, but owing to the musketry fire in front, sdid 
artillery fire from the left, without BUceesB. General Barlow 
supported him ou the right and pushed forward his line with 
sharp fighting. Late in the afternoon General Ledlie's divi- 
sion (commanded by Colonel Gould, Fifty-ninth Massaahu- 
setts) was directed to attack at the point where Willcox had 
failed. This attack after some time succeeded, a portion of 
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i the iatrenchments being eamG(l,'but only after many casual- 
ties. A hundred prisoneta and a stand of colors were cap- 
tared. The attacking force ■waa under a severe muskotry 
I f^e in front as well as an artilleiy fire on the rigbt and left, 
I the opposing batteries keeping up a quick and effective Are 
I throughout. The part of the division that carried the line 
I exhausted its ammunition, and was then driven out of the 
I trenches it had captured, General Beauregard saja, by 
I Grade's brigade, which took many pnsoners. General Bai'- 
■ Jew supported the attack of the Ninth Corps on the right, 
I Josing heavily ; ' General Crawford of the Fifth Corijs sup- 
Ljurted the last attack on the left ; Gibbon and Bimey pushed 
1 forward during the day, making lodgments close to the 
I enemy's intrenchments on the west side of Harrison's Creek. 
I But at midnight the enemy still held from the Appomattox 
to Bedan No. 3, their intrenchments from that point ininning 
south along the high ground west of Harrison's Creek to the 
Norfolk KoLboad. 

Daring the 17th General Beauregard determined to with- 

(drew in the night from the position he was holding, across a 
ravine five hundred yards in his rear, where his line of battle 
would be much shortened, and the position would be advan- 
tageous. He sent his Chief Engineer, Colonel D. B. Harris 
of Virginia, to lay out the line and make all the preliminaiy 
arrangements with staff officers of the generals of his com- 
mand. Tlie new line was from five hundred to one thousand 
I yards in rear of the one he was occupying, and intersected 
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the original line of intrenchments in the vicinity of the Jem- 
salem plank road. He withdre^r to it after midnight, and 
the work of intrenchment at once began. 

Wlien General Grant learnt on the 16th that General 
Bntler occupied Beanregard's Bermnda Hundred lines, being 
anxious that they should be held, and a footing on the rail- 
road secured, he directed General Meade to send General 
Wright with two of hiB divisiona by boat to General Bntler, 
when thej abandoned the ci'ossing-place of the army. Ac- 
cordingly they embarked at midnight, and on the morning 
of the 17th Gflneial Wright reported with thein to General 
Butler, but Beauregard's lines were then held by Pickett 
and Field, and General Wright was directed to support Gen- 
eral Terry in an attack upon them. The attack, however, 
giving no great promise of success, was not made. 

About two o'clock in the attemooa of the 17th, General 
Lee telegraphed General BBauregard : 

'• The Fifth Corps, Warren's, croBsed the Chickahominy tit Long 
Bridge on the 13th— was driven from Riddel's ahop bj Hill, leaving 
many dead and prisoners on onr hands. That night it marohedto 
Westovcr, . . . Have Dot heoiil from it Bince. . . ." 

At half ]iast three he telpgraphed General W. H. P. Lee, 
at Malvern Hill, to push after the enemy and endeavor to as- 
certain what had become of Grant's army, and to inform 
General Hill. 

At half-past tour he telegraphed General Hill at Biddell'a 
ahop that General Beauregard reported that large numbers 
of Grant's troops had iirosaed James Kiver above Port Pow- 
hatan the day before, and, if he had nothing contradictory td 
it to move to Chapin'a BiufF. 

At five o'clock he telegraphed Mr. Davis at Bichmond, 
that at four o'clock he had assaulted that portion of his Ber- 
muda Hundred front line hold by the enemy, and hod drivea 
him from it, and that he held the entire line. 
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I General Osbom, whom I have already quoted, on tlie con- 
, says that at dajbreak of the 17th the enemy again 
^MSanlted their line (theLc original advance picket line, now 
Bttengthened and held by them in force), and were repulsed, 
and that at four P,u. the enemy made another fierce attocl^ 
and for a tiriui gained iome little advantage, breaking into the line 

^and driting back a part nf it. But this was soon regained. 
I Beauregard had made urgent calls upon Lee for troops, 
tad Kershaw having arrived at the Bermuda lines, marched 
at three o'clock in the morning of the 18th for Petersburg, 
followed by Field, leaving Pickett to hold the lines. Both 
were in position on Beauregard's right in the morning, K.ei'- 
ahaw reUeving Johnson's division. Field on his right. Gen- 
eral Lee arrived with them. Hill got up in the course of the 
day, and waa posted on the ri^ht of Anderson. 

Late at night on the 17th General Meade ordered an a-s- 
sault in strong colunms, well supported, upon the enemy's 
works at four o'clock in the following morning, hy the Fifth, 
I Ninth, and Second Corps. 

I Brigadier-General Neill, temporarily commanding the Sec- 

|Dd Division of the Sixth Corps, had relieved the Eighteenth 

Q the 17th, except Martindale's division, and General 

nith returned to Genei'al Butler at Bermuda Hundred, 

jlindale and Neill were held ready to support an attack. 

Upon advancing to the assault on tie morning of the 18th, 

it was found that the enemy had abandoned the iutrench- 

mente they had so successfully held the day before. The 

ground in front of the points assaulted was thickly covered 

with the killed, and the trenches at those points were filled ' 

witii Confederate dead. 

Finding the line abandoned. General Meade at onc« ordered 

IB army to press forward and attack before reinforcements 

ve, for he liad learnt from prisoners that Beaure- 

s intrenchments were merely snch as he had been atila 
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to put up after occupying- liia new position, and they moat 
necessarily be imperfect, He had also learnt from the 
same source what force Beauregard actually had. This in- 
formation was communicated to the corps commauderg, bnt 
before any assault was made Anderson's corps, Field's and. 
Kershaw's divisions, was iu position, and before the assaults 
in the aftemoou Hill's troops had begun to arrive. 

General Bimey was temporarily in command of the Second 
Corps, General Hancock being disabled by the opening (rf 
his wound in the evening of the 17th. 

The Second Corps found itseli sooner than the other troops 
close to the enemy's new intrenchments, being at the Hare 
house (near which were both the enemy's new and abandoned 
lines), only some three hundred yards distant. Its advance 
was in great jwrt concealed by woods. The Ninth Corps, on 
the left of the Second, had to advance nearly a mile, when it 
found itself in contact with a force of the enemy occupying 
the Norfolk Bailroad cnt, and a ravine some four or fiva 
hundred yards in advance of and nearly paiBllel with their 
main line. The Fifth Corps, on the left ot the Ninth, had a 
stUl greater distance to advance over, and had ttimilar ob- 
stacles in its front interposed between it and the enemy's 
main line as the Ninth Corps, that is, deep ravines and the 
Norfolk Bailroad cut, which was here ver; deep and difBcult 
to cross, and was held by the enemy at its northern end. 
Its direction was such, curving to the north, as to embarrass 
troops advancing in line of battle. General Meade, finding 
that serious delays were occurring from the attempt to make 
a simnltaneouB attack, without fixing the hour, owing to the 
different conditions existing on the fronts of the several 
corps, fixed it himself and ordered all the corps to attack at 
twelve o'clock, with strong columns of assault. Bimey car- 
ried out this order, making two assaults about midday, with 
Gibbon's division, on the right of the Prince George Conrt 
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onse road, botli of which were repulsed with severe loss, 
t -Brigadier-General Pierce and Colonel Kamaey, brigade com- 
I jnanders, being wotmded. 

General Bumside waa ocenpied in endeavoring to drive 

frfiie enemy ont of the railroad cnt in hia front as a necessary 

f 'preliminary to getting close enough to the intrenohmonts to 

assault. General Warren was similarly engaged. The ground 

he had to pass over was intricat* and difficult to cross, and 

being chiefly iu open ground, was exposed to the enemy's artil* 

fery Are for a long distance. General Meade again ordered 

sanlte by all the corps, with their whole force at all hazards, 

possible, OS he found it useless to appoint an hour 

■to effect co-operation, ALL the corps assaulted late in the 

moon, and at hours not widely ai»ait, General Eimey 

lldth all his disposable force — Mott from the Hare house, on 

■Hie left of the Prince George Court House road, supported 

by one of Gibbon's brigades, Barlow on Mott's left — but waa 

tepulsed with considerable los^. 

General Bumside found the task of driving the enemy out 

of the railroad cut a formidable one, but succeeded, and, 

asBaulting, established hLs corps within a hundred yards of 

-.the enemy's main line. He praises highly the manner in 

llrhich Potter's and Willcox's divisions, under Major-General 

s directions, accomplished this. 

General Warren's assault was well made, some of Griffin's 

1 being killed within twenty feet of the enemy's works, 

)ut it was no more eucceHsfuI than the others. His losses 

i very severe. Among the desperately wounded was 

olonel Chamberlain, of the Twentieth Maine, who led his 

irigade under a destructive tire. On previous occasions he 

piutd been recommended for promotion for gallant conduct 

and efficient service. 

On the right, Martjndale advanced and gained some rifle- 
pUe, bnt did not assault the main Hue. 



I 
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The positions gained by tbe several corps close against the 
enemy were intrenched, and the two opposing lines in this 
part of the ground remained eubstantioUj the same in posi- 
tion to the close of the war. 

Toward evening General Meade had readou to believe that 
General Eeauregord had been reinforced by Lee's army, and 
that reinforcements were still arriving. 

At the close of the day General Grant, expreaaing himself 
perfectly satisfied that oU had been done that couid be done, 
and that the assaults were called for by all the information 
that could be obtained, directed that the troops should be 
put under cover aud have some rest, which, indeed, they 
greatly needed. 

The Medical Director atates that during this attempt to 
take Petersburg, from the 15th to the 18th of Juno, the 
number of wounded brought to the hospitals from the differ- 
ent eoips was ; from the Second Corps, 2,212 ; from the Fifth 
Corps, 1,145; from the Ninth Corps, 1,197; and, in addition, 
1,656, the corps of which he does not note. This makes a 
total brought to the hospitals of 6,210. Taking the usual pro- 
portion for the killed, we have 1,240, and killed and wounded, 
7,450. The nnmber of killed and wounded of the Eighteenth 
Coips is not included. It was probably not less than 700. ' 

This makes the loss in killed and wounded to be 8,150. 
The Tabular Statement of the "Medical and Surgical His- 
tory" has under the head of "Missing," 1,614. The total ia 
then 9,964. 

The figures of the Tabular Statement are: killed, 1,293; 
wounded, 7,474; killed and wounded. 8,772; missing, 1,814. 
Total loss, 10,586, The stragglers are probably included in 
these numberB, 

■ Ths claa thu Ui^ical D&TBCtoc dflnlsriAtefl an Btnt^Klfta wounded, tbat Ih, 'who. 
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I can find no official atatement of the losaes of Lefl'a and 
Beauregard's troopB during these operations, but notwith- 
standing that they were intrenched, my own observation 
leads me to believe thej were severe. 

The incessant movements, day and night, for so long a. 
period, the constant close contact with the enemy during ail 
that time, the almost daily assaults upon iutrenchments hav- 
ing entanglements in fmnt, and defended by artilleiy and 
musketry in front and flank, exhaasted ofQcera and meu. 
The larger part of the officers, who UteTally led their oom- 
mands, were killed or wounded, and a large number of those 
that filled the rankn at thi? beginning of the campaign were 
absent. It is unr^aaonabl^ to suppose that the troops were 
not, for a time, so exhausted as to need rest, and equally un- 
reasonable to suppose that their opponents were not in a 
m'mi'lnr condition, though to a less degree, since they had not 

imuck at night nor attacked intrenchments. 




MOVEMENT AGAINST THE WELDON AND SOUTH SIDE 
RAILROADS-THE CAVALRY ENGAGEMENT.S IN THE 
■V^CINiT¥ OF TRBVYLIAN STATION ON THE VIR- 
GINIA CENTRAL RAILROAD, AND REAMS'B STATION 
ON THE WELDON RAILROAD— THE CASUALTIES IN 
THE ARMY OP THE POTOMAC FROM THE COM- 
MENCEMENT OF THE CAMPAIGN UNTIL THE 3(>rH 
OF JUNE— THE DEMONSTRATION AGAINST WASH- 
INGTON. 

It was now determined to invest Petersburg partially by a 
line of intrenckmenta directed toward the Lynchlmrg (South 
Side) Railroad. Theae intronchmonta were to consist of re- 
doubts connected by linea of infantry parapeta, with ditches 
and entanglements of alashing or abatis, which the anuy 
might be withdrawn from at any time, leaving a sufflcient 
force to hold them, and move to intercept the radroads and 
attack Lee's army in nnespected ijTiai-ters south, or even 
north, of the James. The work of intrenching went on on 
both sides, at first with constant picket and artillery firing. 
The Confederate intrenchmenta were aimilar to ours except 
that their works were not cloaed in the rear. 

General £autz had returned to General Butler iu tbe night 
of the 16th and 17th, and a small cavalry force watched the 
left of the army. The two divisions of the Sixth Corps were 
returned to the Army of the Potomac on the evening of the 
19th. 

On the 2l8t the Ninth Corps extended ita right to the 
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Prince George Conrt Houae roatl at the Hare house, bo as to 
join the troops of the Eighteenth Corps, and relieve the 
Second and Siith Corps. The right of tlie Fifth Corps 
joined the left of the Ninth ; its left, on the evening of the 
21st, rested on the Jerusalem plank-road, where, a short tima 
afterward. Fort Sedgwick was built. 

The Second Corps, followed by the Sixth, was moved, on 
the 21st, across the Jerusalem plank-road, with the intention 
of taking possession of the Weldon Bailroad on the next 
day, and with the espeotation of securing the Lynchburg or 
South Side Kailroad. Tlie Second Oori>s was placed in posi- 
tion on the left of the Fifth, the Sixth Corps at night being 
in rear of the left of the Second. During the day Oeneml 
Barlow made a reoonnoissance toward the Weldoa Bailroad, 
and a considerable force of the enemy moved down the road 
to meet it. 

General Birney wns instructed by General Meade, ou the 
2lBt, that he was to take position on the left of the Fifth 
Corps, and extend as far as practicable to the left, envelop- 
ing and keeping as close as possible to the enemy's line ; 
that it was hoped he would be able to get possession of the 
"Weldon Railroad, though it was probable the enemy would 
attempt to cover and defend it ; that the Sixth Corps would 
Iw sent at night to take post on his left, and that it was do- 
sired to stretch to the Ax)pomattox. 

On the evening of the 21st General Wright was directed 
by General Meade to take position on the left of Bimey, and 
pressing np against the enemy, drive them into their main 
works, bnt not to take the offensive so far as to assault 
them ; ' that General Buney was forming on Warren's left, 
vhich rested on the JenLsalem plank-road, and would extend 
Bs f ar as possible, holding his line defensively; that the ob- 
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jeot of the tranater of the two corps to the left was to encir- 
cle Petersburg bo far as to hold the two rtub-oads, tha Wei- 
don and tho Lynchburg ; that he would therefore extend 
from Bimey's left as far as practicable consistent with its 
security as a defensive line. 

In order that the enveloping line should be at a suitable 
distance from the Confederate works, General Bimey, com- 
manding the Second Corps, was further directed, on the 22d, 
to swing forward its left, tho right of Gibbon's diviaion, 
which connected with the Fifth Corps, being the pivot, and 
then intrench ; and General Wright was directed to move to 
the Weldon Eailroad by the Williams house road (the dis- 
tance between the Jemsalem plonk-road and the Weldon 
Bailioad being about three miles), get poBsession of the i«il- 
load and intrench, connecting with Bimey. At first these 
corps commanders were directed to keep up connection ; but 
ea that led to nuBappreiiensions between their troops and to 
delays, they were ordered to move irreapective of each other, 
taking the requisit* precaution to insure the safety of their 
exposed flanks. The two corps were moving chiefly through 
deneely-wooded thickets, the Second Corps to the edge of 
the open. ground in front of the enemy's works, the Sixth 
Corps nearly at right angles to it, toward the Weldon BaU- 
road near the Globe tavern. The enemy's HkimuHhers were 
very active and embarrassing on the front and flank of the 
Sixth Corps, the rTfl i'i line of which did not advance more 
than half-way to the railroad. It was late in the afternoon 
before General Gibbon had intrenched his part of the new 
line. General Mott was still at work upon hia, General Bar- 
low was only partially in position, but General Bimey had 
not taken the requisite precautions to secui'o his left in 
swinging forward. 

General A. P. Hill had been sent down the Weldon Bail- 
road to meet Meade's attempt upon it, having WUcox's and 
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Jifcihone's dirisions with him, Bwpported by B. R. Jolinaon'a. 
Leaving Wilcos to make head against Wright, he passed 
through the opening between Bimey aud Wright, and the 
first information Bimey had of his presence was a Are upon 
the flank and rear of Bariow'a division, which sent it back in 
EK}me confusion to the position it had in the morning ; and 
with the loss of many prisoners. Mott'a division, partly 
seeing what had occurred, went back precipitately also to the 
position from which it had advanced, and by doing so lost 
mnch fewer prisoners than Barlow's division, but left Gib- 
bon's diviston, without any warning, to receive a fire in the 
rear of its left brigade, which at once fallowed the example 
of the troops on its left, and abandoned a battery of four 
guna on its right to the enemy, who ijuickly turned it on 
them. So audden and unexpected was this attack on Gib- 
bon's left, that the greater part o[ several regiments were 
captured with their colors. An immediate attempt was 
made by General Gibbon to recover his line, but without 
Buccess. He lost about as many prisoners as the First Di- 
vision, the total loss of the corps being about 1,700 pris- 
oners, four guns, and sevei'al colors. The loss in killed and 
wounded was not severe. Hill retamed to his intrenchments 
at dusk, leaving some force on the railroad. 

The Second Ooi-ps was thrown forward that evening, but 
it was not until early the next morning that it advanced and 
established itself on the line it had been driven from. The 
Sixth Ckirpa formed on its left, thrown back facing the Wel- 
don Railroad, and about a mile and a half from it, its picket 
1 line close to the road. 

I In this general position the two armies remained for some 

F weeks. Two strong redoubts were boilt ou the line running 

south on the Jerusalem plank-road, about half a mile apart, 

the first, Fort Davis, being half a mile from Fort Sedgwick. 

Th^ weie finished and occupied about the 11th of July. 
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By this time the nmsketry and artillery fire, whicli had been 
coctinaous on the lines from the Appomattox to the left of 
the Fifth Corps, and was especially serere on the Ninth 
Corps front, where the two lines were very close to each 
other, had gradnally ceased daring the day, but was 
tinned during the night, because of the danger of a surprise.' 

It has been already stated that oa the uoming of the 7th 
of June, General Sheridan, with two of bia divisions, with 
certain snpplies, train, and a canvas ponton bridge eqnijiage, 
marched for Charlottesville, from which point he was to be- 
gin the destruction of the Central Bailroad, and to continue 
it to Hanover Junction, which being accomplished, he 'v 
to rejoin the Army of the Potomac. It was expected that ha 
would meet General Hunter at Charlottesville, and that both 
forces would join the Army of the Potomac when the de- 
struction of the railroad was completed. 

Moving up the north bank of the North Anna, Ganei-al 
Sheridan crossed that river on the evening of the lOth at 
Carpenter's ford and encamped there for the night on 
road to Trevjlian Station (on the Central Eailrood), which 
was nine or ten miles distant in a southwest dii'ection, 
the i)th he had learnt that Breckinridge's infantry division 
was moving slowly up the railroad to Gordonsville,' and that 
the enemy's oavah7 were marching on Gordonsville by the 
Bichmond and OoTdonsville road, on the south side of the 
North Anna. 

General Hampton with hia division encamped on 
night of the 10th in Green Spring Valley, three miles north- 
west of Trevyban Station ; Fitzhugh Lee near Loniaa Court 
House, about six miles east of Trevylion Station. Hearing 

I Tba men tbemMlven gBve Eii>:h oOKt aatice. upun tbe npproiuA df aigbt, Ih 
lore they coEnmoDced Hrlng, 

' Tbja van eTroaDoua. Breddprldge, oecaiaiog to Contedenta snUiDrillei 
moved diren tnm Cold HKr)K>r to Lynclibur^, a very Imporuat paint lOr (b 
CDofederelai tu bold agoiiiBt Unoler. 
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dnring the night where General Sheridan's force vraa. Gen- 
eral Hmnpton determined to attack it at Clayton's store, 
■which is on the road from Carpenter's ford to Trevylian 
Station, and about ei^uidistont Erom both. His dirisiou was 
to move by way of the statioa, Fitz I>oe'a by a direct road 
from Louisa Conrt House to the store, a march of about six 
miles. By this movement General Hampton eipected also 
to prevent Gencfai Sheridan from reaching Gordonaville by 
passing his left. At daylight Hampton had reached Tre- 
11, vylian Station and was moving out the road to Clayton's 
UK store with two of his brigades, Butler's and Young's, Bos- 
^V aer's advancing in tho same direction by a road on his leEL 
^^L-Fitz Lee was moving from Louisa Court House to the same 
^^Bipoint, bat separated tiy several miles from Hampton. Move- 
^^ft^aients of this character are always risky when the opponent 
^H is enterprising, and especially so in a wooded country, so 
favorable to coacealed enterprises. 

Hampton and Lee met Sheridan's forces before reaching 
Clayton's store, and before uniting, for General Sheridan, 
ftdvancdng on the morning of the Jlth on the road to Trevyl- 
ian Station, Torbert's division leading, encountered Hanip- 

ton's division about three miles from Trevylian Station, in . 

^Htjtenae timber, and. General Sheridan says, behind a line of 
^^^nreoBtworks. General Custer was now sent by a wood road 
^^r4n hia left to Hampton's rear, to attack the horses of his 
Ixoopa that were lighting on foot. Coster passed nnnoticed 
between Hampton and Lee, and got to Trevylian Station un- 
opposed. Oeuei^l Sheridan says that as soon as he le&mt 
thio, the two remaining brigades of Torbert's division were 
dismounted, assailed the enemy's works, and carried them, 
driving Hampton's division pell-mell, and at a run, back on 

Eler at Trevylian Station, some of it through Custer's 
B, and that Custer commenced fighting in all directions, 
ioriitg many of Hampton's men. Gregg in the meantime 
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attacked Fitz Lee ou the Louiaa Court House road, drove 
him in that direction, and continued the pursuit until night. 
Hampton's diriiion made its way in the direction of Gor- 
donsville, and was joined by Fitz Lee during the night, he 
making a detour for that purpose. General Sheridan en- 
camped at Trevjlian Station." 

General Hampton saya of this encounter, that whilst lie 
■was driving the enemy in hia front, who at flret had taken 
position behind works, he found that Custer's brii^ade had got 
in his rear, passing between his division and Lee's. " This 
forced me," ho says, " to withdraw in front, and to take up 
a new line. This was soon done, and the brigade which at- 
tacked me in rear, Cuatar'a, was severely punished, for I re- 
called Kossor's brigade, which charged them in front, driving 
them back against General Lee, who waa moving up to 
Trevylian's, and capturing many prisoners. In thia sudden 
attack on my rear the enemy captiired some of my led hoieea, 
a few ambulances and wagona, and three caissons. These 
were all recaptured by General Bos er and General Lee, the 
latter taking, in addition, four ' 
wagon of Brigadier-General Custer, 
tablished, I directed General Lee 
mand as soon as possible. The ent 
from my new position, but failed, a 
of the opposing forces remained ihe 



and the headquaiteis 
My new line being es- 
join me with hia com- 
ny tried to dislodge rae 
id tlie relative poaitiona 
same daring the night. 
The next day, at twelve m., General Lee reported to me, and 
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his division was placed so as to support mine in case tlie 
enemy attacked." General Hampton's new position was evi- 
dently west of Trevylian Station. 

It is apparent from these accomits that General Hamp- 
ton -was defeated and driven several miles from the posi- 
tioD he had determined to hold against Sheridan's further 
advance. 

At night General Sheridan leamt from prisoners (he had 
captured about 500) that General Hunter was moving on 
Lynchbui^; that Ewell's corps was on its way there, moving 
by the south side of James Biver ; ' and that G!«neral Breck- 
inridge was at Gordonsville or Chariot tea viUe, having passed 
up the railroad. He therefore determined to return, and es- 
pecially as another engagement would have reduced the ea^ 
ply of ammunition to a very small amount. 

The conclusion of Sheridan on the night of the 12th was 
evidently sound; the movement of Hnnter had rendered it 
impraoticabla for him to carry out his orders in the presence 
of Hampton. Hampton's being there accomplished the ob- 
ject of General Lee in sending him. 

On the morning of the 12th Gregg's division was set to 
irork destroying the railroad toward lionisa Court Honse, 
and in the afternoon Torbert was sent up the Gordonsville 
Toad to secure a by-road leading over Mallory's ford of the 
Jiorth Anna to the Catharpin road, as General Sheridan in- 
tended to return by way of Spottsylvania Court House and 
the White House. Torbert, he says, became heavily engaged 
with, the enemy, the battle continuing imtil after dark, and 
-the result made it impossible to cross at Mallory's ford next 
day without a battle, in which case his ammunition would 
have been consumed, leaving none to get back with. 

During the night of the 12th he moved back, recrossing 
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the North. Anna at Carpenter's ford, leaving Uiree liospitala 
with. 90 of hia own wounded not transportable, and many of 
the enemj's, carrying witli Lim, in such vehides as could be 
collected in the country, about 500 of his own wounded. 
He also carried with him about BOO priaonerH. He reached 
the White House on the 21st, where he found KUppliea, and 
drove off such of Hampton's force as were attacking General 
Abercrombie. 

General Hampton aaya that " at 3.30 p.m. (of the 12th) a 
heavy attack was made on my left, where Butler's bi'igade 
was posted. Being repulsed, the enemy made a succBBaJou 
of determined assaults, which were all handsomely repulsed. 
In the meantime General Lee had, by my direction, rein- 
forced Entler'a left with "Wiekham's brigade, while he took 
Lomas'a across to the Qordonsville road ho as to strike the 
enemy on his right flank.' This movement was successful, 
and the enemy, who had been heavily punished in front, 
when attacked on his flank, fell back in confnsioa," etc. " I 
immediately gave orders to follow him up, but it was day- 
light before these orders could be carried out, the fight not 
having ended until ten p.m. In this interval the enemy had 
withdrawn entirely," etc. " We captured, in addition to the 
wounded in the fight and pursuit, 570 prisoners. My loss, 
in my own division, was 50 killed, 258 wounded, and 295 
missing—total, 612." Among the killed of his division was 
Lieutenant-Colonel McAllister, Seventh Georgia, "who be- 
haved with great gallantry." Among the wounded was 
Brigadier- General Bosser, while charging at the head of his 
brigade. Colonel Aiken, Siith South Carolina, and Lien- 
ten ant-Colonel King. Cobb Legion (Georgia). 
The loss of General Lee'a division is not given- 
General Hampton moved to the White House, keeping on 
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'&e BOUtli side of the Nortli Anna, having, he eaja, no poa- 

The d6p9t at White House was broken np on the 22d, and 
a train of nine hundred wagons set out under cover of Gen- 
eral Sheiidan to cross the James on the ponton bridge at 
Bermuda Hundred. It crosaed the Chickahominy at Jones's 
tridge and moved to Charles City Coiui House, en routo 
past Malvern Hill, in advance of which were Hampton and 
Fitz Lee. Holding Torbert with the train, Gregg was sent 
to St. Mary's Church to cover the eiposed flank, and, Gen- 
ei'al Hampton says, intrenched in a strong position. There, 
on the 24th, ho was attacked by Hampton and Lee in front 
snd on his right flank, and after a stubborn fight, which 
lasted until after dark, was forced to give way, when he 
retired in some confusion, pursued by the enemy to within 
two and a half miles of Charles City Court House. 

The trains were moved back to Douthard's Landing on the 
S5th, and were ferried over the James, the cavalry following 
them. On the 2Gth, before their crossing was completed, 
General Meade directed General Sheridan as soon as he had 
crossed to take position on the Jemsalem plank-road on the 
left flank of the army, and on the 37th to join the army as 
soon BB practicable to aid the return of General Wilson. A 
force of more than 1,000 cavalry had been seen on the morn- 
ing of the 27th moving south from Petersburg, near the 
Weldon Eailroad. It was a part of W. H, F. Lee's division. 
Bespecting this movement of the trains. General Meade was 
of opinion that Sheridan would not get to the Bermuda Hun- 
dred iKjnton bridge in the face of Hampton, unless he was 
able to give him a serious defeat. 

When it was perceived by the enemy that General Sheri- 
sBB crossing tho James, General Hampton and General 
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Fitz Lee were onlered to Dniry's Bluffj where they arrived 
on the evening of the 26th, and, on the following morning, 
were directed against General Wilson, who was engaged in a 
raid upon the Petersburg and Lynchburg and Bichmond and 
Danville railroads. 

Besting a few days after orossing James Biver, GenenJ 
Wilson was directed to move at two o'clock in the morning 
of the 22d by the ahortest routes to the intersection of the 
Petersburg and Lynchburg, and Bichmond and Danville 
railroads at Bnrkeaville, and desti'oy Imth those roads to 
tho greatest extent possible, continuing their destruction 
uiitil driven from it by such attacks of tho enemy as he 
could no longer resist. Ho was informed that the deatrac- 
tion of those roads to such an extent that they could not be 
used by the enemy in connection with Bichmond during the 
remainder of the camjioign was an important part in the 
plan of campaigQ. He was notified that Geneiul Sheridan 
had reached the White House, and that General Hampton 
was before that place, and"that, for that reason, he should 
march out at the earliest moment.' He was also informed 
that General Hunter was, according to most recent intelli- 
gence, near Lynchburg. General Meade in his correspond- 
ence with General Grant stated that he trusted General 
Sheridan would keep General Hampton occupied on the 
north bank of the Jamas during General Wilson's raid.' 

1 8w Appendix J. for Gencml Wllaon'a ioatnictionH, 

1 1ti tbfl evBiilufl df IhtT^lAt IrpoeEveda dflBpatchfromQenBnilWIljian. HiOknowl' 
eUglag the receipt of hip orders, Rud KtatlnK In whnt laanner be should caxrj 
themont. He Inqnlred: "Betoie starting Ivoold like to know 11 odt inlantij 
rorceeccoHttaa WsldoaRiHdf" To tbli I rti^iiid tbU Uiey did Dot, bstUnUve 

Weldon BsUroHd un the SM, and hi.™ made the attetnpt upon tha Lyochhnrg R»!l- 

ImpoHanoe to the eDemy, canid □nl)' be italned by ■ heavy bBtlle. SsspecUaettaa 
extent o( bia mid, ha lemu-ked, "II Bberidaa will look alUsBampbiii, I appro- 
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General Wilson set out on the expedition againat the rail- 
roads aa ordered, hia force consiating of his own division and 
Kantz's, the whole numbering about 5,500. 
■- Crossing the Weldoa Eailroad at Reania's Station, which 
I yfBJs destroyed, he reached the Ljnchburg Railroad about 
fourteen miles from Petersburg. From this jxiint to the 
crossing of the Danville Eailroad, at Burkesville, thirty 
milee of the Lynchburg Railroad was destioyed. At the 
Biii'kesville Junction everything was destroyed, and the 
command then turned to and moved along the UanviUe 
Railroad, destroying it as they advanced, until they roached 
Staunton River, by which time about thirty miles of this 
road also were destroyed. 

General W. H. P. Lee with his cavalry division had fol- 
lowed Wilson closely, and on the Lynchburg Railroad, nnar 
Nottoway Court House, interposed between Wilson and 
Kautz, bringing on a slmrp engagement, but did not muteri' 
ally interfere with the destruction of the roads. 

At Staunton River the bridge was guarded on the south 
■%aiik by a large force of militia, intrenched, with, artillery. 
8 not fordable. Kautz attacked, but could not 
P'gain possession of the bridge. At the same time Lee at- 
.tacked Wilson in rear. Einding that he could not push 
. farther south (he was now nearly one hundi'ed miles from 
[Petersburg), General Wilson determined to return, and, 
Stoarching at midnight, moved eastward eighty miles or 
i, through OhristjaDBburg and Greensborough, croHsing 
a Meherrin River at Saffold's bridge, and arrived at tlie 
Jouble bridges over the Nottoway River at noon of the 28th. 
a point is about thirty miles south, and eight or ten west 

I bo Blile tf do thQ enemy great aamigo," HeKnrd- 
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of PeterxbuFg, and ten miles west of the Weldon Bailrottd at 
Jarratt'a Station. The left of the Army of the Potomac was 
not across the Weldon Kailroad, but about two miles east of 
it. This, however, General Wilson had no means of know- 
ing ; on the contrary, he had eveiy reason to believe that wo 
held the Toad. But if we had taken the Ljnehburg Railroad 
he would Becessarilj have heard of it from the people of the 
country, since it would have been necessary to fight a battle 
for its posaesaion, an event that would have beea known fai 
and wide. 

At the Double biidgea General Wilson learned that there 
was only a small force of the enemy's cavalry and infantry at 
Stony Creek DGpOt on the Weldon Railroad, about ten miles 
northeast of him. The road from Double bridges to Prince 
George Court House, Wilson's most direct route to the rear 
of the army, passes two miles west of this dCpot, intersecting 
there the road from the d<ip&t to Dinwiddle Court fiouae, 
and aa he eoald learn of no other force being there than the 
small one mentioued. General Wilson moved rapidly to that 

General W. H. F. Lee, who had continued to follow Wil- 
son closely, kept General Lee well informed of Wilson's 
route. To intercept him on his return General Hampton was 
sent on the 27th to Stony Creek DCpot, which he reached at 
midday on the 28th, finding there General Chamblias'a bri- 
gade of W. H. F. Lee's division. General Fitz Lee followed' 
General Hampton as far as Reama's Station, where also, at 
the saggestion of General Hamjiton, Mahone, with two of 
hia brigades o( infantry, and some artillery, was subsequently 
posted. Beams'a Station is about ten miles north of Stony 
Creek D6p5t, and the same distance south of Petersburg. 
It was between eight and ten miles from our left by the rosrd 
we must take. 

When General Wilson arrived at the crossing of the Stoi:^ 
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Creek DfipSt ftud Dinwiddle Court House rond, near Sappony 
Churoh, he was attacked in force by Hampton, the flglit con- 
tinuing until ten o'clock at night. Finding ho strong a force 
in hia front, General "Wilson endeavored to evade it by mov- 
ing wentward to the old stage-road to Petersburg {called the 
Halifax road), Eautz being sent in adi-ance. But it was day- 
light before he could begin to withdraw his own division. 
His first line he withdrew, but before he could withdraw hia 
second, Hampton attacked its left flank with Butler's and 
Bosser'a brigades, while his other force attacked its front, 
driving it to the rear, and .separating it for a time from the 
other part of WiJson's command. Following Wilson closely 
for two milea, aad seeing in what direction he was moving, 
Oenei'al Eamptou turned back and moved past Stony 
Creek Dgpdt so as to get on the Halifax road and intercex)t 
Wilson should he try to cross the Weldon Railroad south of 
t ^eama's Station, but Wilson's main force had ahready passed 
I tttefore Hampton gained the HaUfas road, and he euuouuti- 
l.^red only the rear of Wilaoa'a column. Eautz arrived at 
f Beams's Station early in the morning of the 29th, and finding 
Pitz Lee's cavalry there, he intrenched, espeating assistance 
a General Meade, to whom Captain Whitaker of General 
r.Vilson's staff was sent. This officer dashed through a thin 
* of the enemy's lines, losing half hia escort, and reached 
E.3eneral Meade's headquarters on the Jerusalem plank-toad, 
[jtbont eight miles fi'om Beams's Station, between ten and 
1 o'clock. When Wilson joined Kautz he learnt that 
B Weldon Bailroad wb» not in onr possession, and the 
's infantry now made their appearance. 
LKuding himself so nearly surrounded with so heavy a 
roe,' ho issued all his ammunition, destroyed his wagons 
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and caiEsons, aa& at noon began to move back bj waj of ibe 
stage (Halifax) road and Double bridgeH to the south side of 
the Nottoway Eiver, intending, after he had oroBsed that 
river, to move eastward some twenty miiea before turning 
north again toward Petersbui'g. General Fitz Lee, screened 
by woods, had moved his division, part of it diamounted; 
past Wilson's left, and when Mahoiie attacked Wilson's fov- 
ering force in front, and broke in between Kautz and Mo- 
Intosh, Lee took Mcintosh in flank and reverse, and Wilson's 
whole rear was thrown into confusion. Kantz, finding that 
he could not reach the etage-road and reunite with Wilson, 
endeavored to get aronnd the enemy's left, which he ano" 
ceeded in doing without opposition, crossed the railroad 
between Reams's Station and Rowanty Creek, and reached 
the lines of the Army of the Potomac after dark. As hfl 
passed through woods, his artillery could not get through 
with him, and was abandoned in a swamp, the guns spiked. 
Molntosh, of Wilson's division, succeeded in forming a strong 
rear guard, though Maynadier's battery was abandoned in 
woods. 

At Stony Creek the enemy made a vigorous push, opening 
with artillery, and throwing the rear into some confusion, 
but the troops got over. A thousand negroes who Lad fol- 
lowed Wilson were necessarily abandoned. After crossing 
Stony Creek the contest was not renewed, and General Wil- 
8on succeeded in crossing the Nottoway River between t«B'. 
and eleven o'clock at night without serious opposition. Ha, 
then moved eastward to Jarratt's Station, where he halted' 
until daylight of the 30th. Continuing his march eastward,' 
he crossed the Nottoway again at Peters's bridge, where ha^ 
rested five or six hours, resuming his march at half-past six 
in the evening tor Blunt's bridge over the Blackwater. Tha' 
bridge was in great part destroyed, and the river not fordfti' 
ble. Cutting string-pieces from the woods, he repaired 
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bridge, crossed over and destroyed it, for Hampton and Fitz 
Lee were following him. Here their pursuit ended, and 
General Wilson aiTived at Light House Point in the after- 
noon of the 2d of Julj, having been gone ten and a half dajs, 
duriugwliich time he had maroljed over three bundled miles, 
and deatrojed sixtj' miles of railroad. At no place had ha 
rested more thftii six honrs, and for the last four days at no 
time longer than four hours. Great credit, he says, was due 
the ofHeers and men for their endurance, sleepless exertions, 
and gallantry. 

His casualties in botli divisions were 2iO killed and 
\rounded, and 1,261 missing, making a total of 1,501. Twelve 
guns were abandoned ; his wagons were burnt or captured. 

Kautz says all his efficient men came through; 1,000 of 
Wilson's division came with him, while 500 of his men came 
in with Wilson. For nine days and nights, he says, his men 
were in the saddle, or destroying railroads, and were so tired 
they fell asleep under fire ; many were captured asleep on 
the road. 

Captain Wlntaker brought General Meade the first intelli- 
gence he had received from General Wilson since he Lad set 
out on his expedition. A division of the Bisth Corps was at 
onoe sent to Wilson's assistance, followed by the whole corps 
as soon as it could be drawn out of its lines. The corps was 
at Reams's Statioa that afternoon, but the enemy had with- 
drawn before the leading division reached there. General 
Sheridan, who was moving up from Fort Powhatan, near 
which he had crossed the James, was also ordered to Boams's 
Station, but, as already stated, the enemy's infantry withdrew 
at once to their lines, and their cavalry by circuitous routes 
oa the 1st of J'\Uy. 

Notwithstanding our attempts to destroy the Confederate 
lines of supply, they still remained sufficient for the wants of 
ibe Confederacy. The Virginia Central Bailroad, ^Vci V» 



■2i'> THK VIRGINIA CAMPAI'iN OP 'ftl AND '65. 

connectioDB along the Vallej of Virginia and with Lynchbn^, 
remained under their control, and there were large supplies of 
food in aouthwestem Virginia. There was railroad commu- 
nication also from LjTichbiiTg to the crosaiiig of the Sanvilla 
Railroad at Buikesville, and thence bj the Danville BEtUroad 
to Eichmond. The WeldonBailroaJ remained in their Lands, 
the injuries to it being hooc repaired. The rejiair of the two 
roads injured by Wilaon was begjia at once. 

Thei'e has been soma discussion, perhaps controTeray, bb to 
the casualties in tho Armj- of the Potomac from the beginning 
-of the campaign in May until June 30th, dr nntil a later day. 

From May 4th to Jime 19th, including the Eighteenth 
Corps at Cold Harbor and Petersburg, the total killed were 
8,802; wounded, 40,518; missing, 9,544. Total, killed, 
wounded, and missing, 58,864. Deducting the killed, 
wounded, and missing of the Eighteenth Corps (2,700), 
have for the Army of tho Potomac, 56,164 killed, wounded, 
and missing. To these must be added the casualties of 
Sheridan on the Trevyliau Station expedition, and of Wilsoa 
on his raid : that is 840 killed and wounded, and over 1,400 
missing. The lossee of the infantry corps before Fetersbnr|g 
from the 20th to the 30th of June, were not less than 1, 
killed and wounded and 2,000 missing; making a total ol 
the Army of the Potomac to that date of 61,400, and of killsd 
and wounded nearly 50,000. 

Tno Army of the James lost during this period, not in» 
eluding the smaller actions on the picket line, killed« 
wounded, and missing, 4,203, exclusive of the losses of tb»' 
Eighteenth Corps at Cold Harbor and before Petersbuiy 
from tl^e lotlj to tlje 30th of June. Including the losses ot 
that corps the number ^^ 6,903. 

A large number of siet were sent frqm the annj dntiag^i 
this period. 

Tlie infoi-mation tha'i 1 have been able to collect 
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the CEiaualtiea in the Army of Northern Virginia dnring that 
period does not admit of aay precise or erea general state- 
ment concerning them- It was eridently their policy not to 
make public their losses, and the few official data to be got 
concerning them do not afford the means of making any com- 
parative statement, 

The weather had become oppressively hot. No rain fell 
from the 3d of June to the 19th of July, a period of forty- 
seven days. There ■vas no Hnrface-water ; the springs, the 
maralies, the ponds, and even Etreams of some magnitude 
were dry. The dunt was several inches thick npon the roads 
and bare plains, and the passage of troops or trains over 
them raised great clouds of fine dust. Any movement of 
troopa occasioned severe snflering among them. But tlie 
surface-soil was porous, and at no great depth below it were 
strata of clay or marly clay, where there was abundance of 
cool water that did not prove unhealthy ; and the troops, 
wherever they halted at once sunk wella. 

General Brcckiniidgo and General Early arrived at Lynch- 
burg in time to prevent General Hunter from gaining posses- 
fiioa of the toWn. After remaining two days in front of it, 
GenaroJ Hunter withdrew on the 19th of June, and re- 
treated by way of the Great Kanawha Eiver, the Ohio Eiver, 
and the Baltimore and Ohio Baihoad to Harper's Ferry. 
This left the Shenandoah Valley open for several weeks, and 
General Early moved down it to make his demouBtration 
against Washington. To meet General Early's movement, 
Genera! Biekatta, with liis division of the Sixth Corps, was 
sent to Baltimore, arriving there on the morning of the 8th 
of July, and going by rail to the Monoca«y near the crossing 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, where be joined the 
Conunander of the Department, Geneiid Wallace, who had 
moved from Baltimore to meet General Early. His troopa 
were mostly new and nndiscipltned. 
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General Early croseed the Potomac near ShepherdBtown, 
moved through the passes of South Blountain, and on 
9i,h attacked and defeated General Wallace, who then fell 
back upon Baltimore.' The next day Geneiul Early moved 
■toward Wflflhington, the head of his command amving bo- 
fore it on the Seventh Street road, its north front, by thft 
afternoon of the 11th. 

At midnight of the 9th General Wright, with Get^'s an& . 
Russell's divisions of the Sixth Corps," marched to City Foiat 
and embarked for Washington, arriving there at the « 
lime OS General Early's foi-ce, and, moving to the point 
menaofid by him, defeated, General Early says, ' ' onr ho 
of getting poBsesaion of the works by surprise," etc. 

A i>art of the Nineteenth Corps, Major-General EmMj 
commanding, brought from New Orleans, arrived in Wash- 
ing!«ii at the same time. 
. Notwithstanding that a column was seen to file into thA 
in'rencUnienta on the afternoon of the 11th,' before his ad- 
vance force, Bodes's division, could be brought up, and stir- 
mishers were thrown out from their intrenchments and theijr 
arlillery opeue*! upon him, Genei-al Early determined, after 
consultation with his oiGcera that evening, to assault in 
morning, although he liad ascertained the formidable char- 
acter of (he works by a jieraonal reoonnoissance of them; 
but hearing that night that two corps of infantry had urrived 
in Washington, he delayed the attack next rooming, i 
examining the works again, found them lined with i 
troops. He then reluctantly abandoned all hope of the 
capture of Washington, and withdrew from it on the nigU 
of the 12th, crossing the Potomac near Leeaburg, in Lon'' 

' In ttiliBctlon Oeiwnl BlckeLU, coiuplcuaiu tor hla gBlliuilr]r, »u En 
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doim Countj. General Wright followed in pursuit on the 
13th.' 

Although it wfts the intention of General Grant to hring 
the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps to the anaiea operating 
against Bichmond, leaving Genei"al Hunter, who had reached 
Harper's Ferry, to defend Washington, the subsequent move- 
menta of General Early prevented this. 



IbIuiUt foroe to mita the latsntry lln« M tbe pnlQt at Btteok, wna the Sistiict u( 
Oulambia Voloiiteen. Veteran Rtwnis, Bud dnsiibmeala, numbering G,3IH, Tu 
ttiew mDEt be BddBd 3,000 quartermasler emplOT*« unflcr GonorKi Melgn, tbat rfr- 




CHAPTER IX. 

THE OPERATIONS OP THE ARMY OP THE POTOMAC 
AGAINST THIi INTRENCHMENTS OP PETERSBURG 
TO BE BY REGULAR APPROACHES-MOVEMENT TO 
THE NORTH BANK OP THE JAMES— THE PETERS- 
BURG MINE. 

Vfos the witlidiawal of the Sixth Corpe from the Army of 
the Fotomoc, the left was drawn in to the Jerusalem plonk-' 
road, and refused in the manner heretofore stated. 

The greater part of July was devoted to strengthening 
the lino of intrenchments from the Appomattox to the Jeili- 
salem plank-road, sad constructing tedoubtji and siege- 
batteries. 

Colonel H. L. Ahbot, an Engineer officer, commanding 
rirst Connecticat Artillery, a regiment 1,700 strong, had 
been directed, on the 20th of April, to prepare a siege 
train, with which he was to report to Biigadier-General 
Hunt, Chief of Artillery of the Army of the Potomac, when 
the time arrived for the use of the train. It consisted of 
forty rifled siege guns (4i-ineh ordnance, or 30-poander 
Panotts), ten X-inch mortars, thirty Vlll-inch mortars, 
twenty Coehom mortars, with a resen-e of six lOO-pounder 
Farrotts. 

Colonel Abbot reported to General Butler with his troops 
and part of the siege train on the 13th of May, bat the whole 
train did not arrive until the 23d of June, wLeo, by order of 
General Grant, Colonel Abbot reported to General Hunt. 
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The dfipot for the traiu was establiahed at Broadwaj Land- 
ing on the Appomattox.' 

Ou tlie 9tli of Jnly an order was issued by General Meaile 
directing the operations of the Army of the Potomac against 
the intrenched position of the enemy defending Poterebiu'g, 
to be conducted by regular approaches on the front opposed 
to Oeneral Bui'uside's and General Warren's corps ; and de-' 
tailed instructions were issued by liim for the oondnct of 
those operations. 

On the 25th of Jidy General Grant detannjned to send' 
the Second Ooips and two divisions of eavaliy secretly to 
the north bank of the James by the ponton bridges at Deep 
Bottom (Jones's Neck, Bennuda Hundred), the cavalry to 
make a dash upon Richmond if the chances seemed favorable 
for it, but if not, to destroy the two railroads fiom the vicin- 
ity of Richmond as far as the Anna rival's (which was indeed 
the chiiJf object of the operation). Kautz's division was to 
join Sheridan at Deep Bottom. The Second Corps, moving 
up to Chapin's Bluff, was to support the cavalry if it got 
into Richmond, but at any rate to prevent tlie enemy's troops 
from being sent aci-oss at that point to interfere with the 
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cayalry. Tliis movement General Grant thought might 
Ruch a reduction in the strength of the force holding the 
Petersburg linea &» to give fair promise of success in as- 
saulting them, upon springing a mine General Bumside had 
prepared. This mine was placed under a redan held hy El- 
liott's brigade of Johnson's divinion. It was opposite the 
centre of the Ninth Corx^s, where the opposing lines were 
only one hundred yards apart. 

The success of this movement, as General Hancock saya, 
depended upon the contingenoy that the enemy's works 
would be thinly occupied, and the movement be a surprise. 

General Hancock and General Sheridan marched in the 
afternoon of the 26th, and about two o'clock in the morning 
of the 27tli, the. Second Corjis, followed by the cavalry, be- 
gan eroEsing the James. There were two ponton bridges at 
Deep Bottom [the north end of Jones's Neck is so called)^ 
one just above the mouth of Bailey's Creek, the other just 
below it; the creek is about twelve miles from Richmond;, 
it ia four or five miles long, running from north to south,- 
croaaing the Centi-al or Darby road (at Fnssell's mill), th$ 
Long Bridge road, and the New Market or river-road. Tit 
was impassable near its mouth, and probably from its char- 
acter there gave rise to the name of Deep Bottom, General 
Foster of the Tenth Coipa held the two ponton bridges. 
There was a considerable force of the enemy intrenched op- 
posite the upper bridge, but their line appeared to extend' 
only a short distance beyond. General Hancock determined; 
s by the lower bridge, and turn the enemy's left flank,' 
while General Foster threatened them in front. The Second^ 
Corps and cavaliy were over the river before daybreak, and 
i it was light, moved forward, the cavalry on tha, 
right. The enemy's advanced force on the east aide ot 
Bailey's Creek was soon driven out of the way, and a battery' 
of four 20-pounder Parrott guns captuied oa the New Mar^ 
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ket road by the skirmish line of Barlow'a division. The 
comraand, swinging on ite left, advanced by the \ M k t 
and Long Bridge roads to Bailey's Creek, the c 1 y t] 
right, on the Long Bridge and Centi'al roads. Th n n 
was found in strong force intrenched on the w t I nk f 
Bailey's Creek, from the mouth to Fusaell'a m 11 wh 
their left was refneed. Wilcox's and Kershaw d 
had been sent across the river from Peteitiburg b f 
movement began, and held this line. Heth's di is n j u d 
fiiem on the 27th. 
I It was not desired by General Grant that the enemy'a 
^narks ehonld be assaulted, but that their position shonld be 
turned by the cavalry on the Central or oil the Charles City 
road, while Foster should make a vigorous demonatration in 
Ilia front and the Second Corps on theirs, But the enemy 
having been reinforced, Kersliaw advanced against Sheri- 
dan's cavalry and droTe it back over the ridge npou which 
it was posted. Dismounting his men, General Sheridan 
formed tbem just behind the crest, where the fire of their 
repeating carbines at close quarters drove the attacking force 
back in confusion, leaving 260 prisoners and two colors in 
the hands of the cavalry. 'W. H. F. Lee's cavalry division 
now Joined the enemy's infantry on the north side of the 
James, and on tlie Sdth Field's and Fitz Lee's divisions 
united with them, 

On the night of the 28th Mott's division was sent back to 
relieve Ord's corps in our intrenchments on the right of 
Bumside, and on the night of the 29tb Hancock and Sheri- 
dan recrossed the James to take part in the assault on the 
Petersburg works in front of Barnside. The expedition 
had accomplished one important result : it had reduced the 
force holding the Petersburg intrenchments to three infanti-y 
divisions, and had likewise drawn two of their three cavalry 
divisions to the noi-th bank of the James. The casuAlLie^ ol 
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this movement to the north bank of the Jamea amoonted to 
Bome300. 

In the latter part of June General Fotter proposed to 
General Bumside to mine a redan of the enemy's works in 
his froot, the proposition coming from Lieutenant-ColoDel 
Pleasants, Forty-eighth FeDosjlvania, a regiment composad 
chiefly of miners from Schuylkill County, PennBylvania,, 
Colonel Pleasants himself being an experienced and skilful 
mining engineer. This work was authorized by Cieneral- 
Bumsidc, and it^ continuance was subsequently assented to 
by General Meade. 

The redan to be mined was known as Elliott's salient, th» 
intrenchmenta there being held by his brigade. Thegroond 
on our side was favorable to running the gallery of the mine 
screened from observation, but the position was not in othei 
respects suitable, Elliott's ealient being a re-entrant of the 
general line of intrenchmenta, and the salient itself, as well 
as all the gi'oand between it and Bnrnsido's advanced line of 
intrenchmests, being exposed to a flank fire on the right and 
left. 

Though the work met with many serions difficulties, it was 
finished ready for charging by the 23d July.' 

In continuance of the operations against the enemy, it was 
in qneslrioa whether an attack should be made on bis in- 
trenchments, or a movement to destroy the Weldon Bailroad 
effectually should be undertaken. The final result of an 
assault seemed doubtful, as, apparently, the enemy had b 
second line running along the crest about five hundred yards 
in rear of the first line, and commanding it. A careful ex-- 
amination of the whole front, including that of Bermudft 
Hundred, led to the conclusion that the chances of canning 
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the enemy's intrenchments were better on BnmBitle's front 
than on any other, though tlie existence of & necond line in 
I'ear of the first made it more than doubtful whether the :it- 
tempt would be judicious. Thus matters etood on the 24th 
of July. But on the 25th and 26bli vei7 careful examinations 
were made of thin second line from a newly erected signal 
station, and it was found that the enemy had detached 
works, batteries probably, along the ridge in front of Bum- 
side, but not a connected line. This tact increaBcd greatly 
the chances of a successful assault, and it was dotermined to 
make it in connection with the springing of Bnrnside's mine. 
General Burnside had reason to believe that the enemy had 
not discovered his mine. His mining work, however, hod not 
escaped detection by them, and General Beanregard at first 
directed connterraining, but abandoned it, and threw op in- 
trenchments at the gorge of the salient againat which the 
mining was apparently direoted. Batteries of VIII- and 
X-incJi mortars were also established by him to give a front 
and cross tire oa the points threatened. 

The siege and fitthl artillenr of our forces hod been put in 
position to keep down both the front and Sank fire of the 
enemy wherever we might attack their intrenchmerits, and 
on Bumsids's front great care was taken to estabhsh it so as 
to keep down their fire upon the flanks of our columns of at- 
tack against the Elliott sulient, and to keep back their rein- 
forcements. 

Upon a call from General Meade on the 26^h of July, 
Oeneral Burnside on the same day reported a plan of assanlt 
with his corps in connection with the explosion of the mine, 
by which the two brigades of General Pewero's colored 
division in close column of attack were to lead. Upon pass- 
ing thiongh the openings on the right and left of the mine, 
the regiments in front were to move down the enemy's lines, 
while the othars moved dh'ectly to the crest near the o 
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toiy, about five hnndred Tarda beyond. Tbeae two coltunnQ 
were to be foUnwed by the other dirisions of the corps a 
Boon ft3 they could be thrown in. 

General Biimside's reason, for the selection of Feirero's; 
diyiaion to lead was, thait hia three dlTiaiona, commanded bj, 
Potter, "Willcos, and LedUe, owing to their cloaeneaa to tha- 
enemy's line, had been anbjected to » musketry and artilleiy| 
fire, day and night for thirty-aix days, with a daily loss a^ 
from 30 to 60 killed and wounded (Colonel Lioring, InspectoPij 
General, says, more than 30),' while Ferrero'a division ha4| 
not been exposed to the fire of the enemy, and had bee^ 
drilled to mauceuvre with a apecial view to their uae in th^ 
asaault. As General Ferrero'a division had never been ii)( 
contact with the enemy, this selection waa not approved, andi 
the assault feU to the lot of the First Division, ooimnande^t 
by General Ledlie, an officer whose total nnfllness for anch % 
duty onght to have been known to General Bumaide, thongl^ 
it ia not possible thaj it could have been. It was not knowi^' 
to Gonei'al Meade. 

General Lee having sent Field's and Kershaw's divisions 
of Longatrect'a corps, and Heth's and Wilcos'a of Hill's ooip» 
to the north side of the James (together with the cavalij; 
divisions of the two Lees), leaving only Hoke'a, Johnson's^, 
and Malione's divisions in the Petersburg intrenchments« 
Geneml Meade, with the approval of General Grant, on the 
28th of July, fixed upon the morning of the 30th aa tlie timq 
when the mine should be fired and the assault made. Ran-' 
cock and Sheridan were to be withdrawn fi-oni the north sid^ 
of the Jamea as soon as it waa dark on the night of the 29tllf 
BO as to take part in the operation, and General Ord, no^ 
commanding the Eighteenth Gorps, with a division of hit 

IwonndedDf 1,800. Bnf-- 
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own corps tmder General Amea, and ona of the Tenth under 
Generftl Tnrn<>r, was also to take part in it, General Mott, of 
the Second Corps, relieving, in dne time, the Eighteenth 
Corps, which held the intrenchmenta oa Bumside'H i-ight. 

The morning of the 30th was fixed upon because it was 
desired to put more heavy guns and mortars in position for 
theattock, and the night of the 29 thwa^ required to make snch 
preliminai? arrangements as the massing of the troops, remov- 
ing the parapets and abatis for the passage of the assaulting 
eolumns, and bringing into position the supporting troojis. 

The order for the attack was issued on the 29th. It es- 
presses concisely what was to be done by each commander.' 

Qeneral Bumside was to form his troops during the night 
for assaulting the enemy's works at daylight of the 30th, pre- 
pare his parapets and abatis for the passages of the columns, 
have the pioneers equipped to open passages for artillerr, to 
destroy the enemy's abatis, etc., and the intrenching -tools of 
the corps (with which all the corps were amply supplied) dis- 

»tributed for efiecting lodgments, etc. 
, General Wanen was to reduce the number of his troops 
Jlolding the intrenchments to the minimum, and concentrate 
fin his right, prepared to support the assault of General 
Bumside. He was to make the same prejtarations as to pio- 
neers and intrenching-tools as the Ninth Corps. 

General Ord was to put Mott's division in the intrench- 
ments of the Eighteenth Corx)3, and form his troops in rear 
of the Ninth Corps, ready to support it in the assault. 

The field artillery of each coj-ps was to ba held I'eady to 

General Hancock was to move at dark from Deep Bottom, 
knd be in position in rear of Mott's division (resuming com- 

Eof it) at daylight, ready to follow up the assault. 
: 
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Oeueral SheridBn wos to procaed at dark to Lee's mill,- 
uid at dfljl^ht against the enemj'B troops on onr left by 
roads leading to Petersburg from the soathwaid and veet- 

Hajor Doane was to have the ponton trains close at band 
prepared to move (to cross the Appomattox), and sopplies of 
sand-bags, gabions, fascines, etc., near the lines, readj tor 
use, He was to detail engineer officers for each corps. 

General Bamside was to spring his mine at half-past three 
in the morning of the 30th. His assanUing columns were to 
move at once rapidly upon the breach, seize the crest la the 
rear and effect a lodgment there. He was to be followed 
by General Ord on the right, and General Warren on the 
left. Upon the explosion of the mine the artillery of all 
kinds in battery was to open upon those points of the enemy's 
works whose fire covered the ground over which our columns 

These orders were caJ^ded out thoroughly by all the com- 
manders except General Bumside. Uia parapets and abatis 
were not prepared for the passage of the columns of attack, 
his pioneers not effectively prepared for work, nor were his 
intrenching-toolti distributed. In a personal interview with 
General Eumside and Generals "Willcox, Potter, and Ledlie 
on the 29th, General Meade had endeavored to impress upon 
them, first, that immediate advantage must be taken of the 
confusion of the enemy caused by the explosion of the mine, 
to gain the crest beyond ; that holding the crater would be 
of no possible use ; second, that if the assault was asBllc- 
cessful the troops must be withdrawn at once. 

The work mined was on General Johnson's front, at the 
centre of General Elliott's brigade. General Wise's brigade 
was on Elliott's right. General Hansom's on his left, Geo- 
eral Gracie's on Ransom's left. General Hoke's division 
held from Johnson's left to the Appomattox ; Colquitt's bri- 
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gade was seat to Johnaoc'a on the 28tli, and was placed on 
"Wise's wglit. General Mahone'a held on Johnaon's rigtt, 
his own right being about a mile and a. hail from the mine, 
except one brigade on the Weldon Railroad four miles off. 

A defect in the fuse dekjed the fijiJig of the mine until 
twenty minutes to five. At once all the heavy guns and 
mortara, eighty-one in all, and about the some number of 
field guna, opened, and kept down the fil'e of the enemy's 
salients and hia batteries at all points except two, whieh, 
owing to the character of the ground and wooda that con- 
cealed them, could not be effectively reached. 

A few minutea after the explosion, General Ledlie's divi- 
sion, the Second Brigade leading, filed through Bumside's 
advanced intrenchments, and moved up to the crater,' into, 
vhich it filed, tillin g it with a confused mass. General Led- 
lie did not accompany, much less lead, his division. Ha 
remained, according to the teatimony before the Conrt of 
Inquiry that followed, in a bomb-proof about fifty yards in- 
side our intrenchments, from which he could see nothing 
that was going on. He could not have given the instruc- 
tions he received to his brigade commaudei's. Had the 
division advanced in column of attack, led by a resolute, in- 
telligent commander, it would have gained the crest in fif- 
teen minutes after the explosion, and before any serious o])- 
poaition could have been made to it. It was expected by 
General Meade that the whole of the Ninth Corps would 
have been formed in columns of attack in tha hollow ground 
in the vicinity of our advanced line of trenches, and would 
have advanced quickly on the right and left of the leading 
division, and that in half an hour ofter the explosion of tha 
mine the corps would have had possession of the crest. 
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The mine orei-M-helraed the battery in Elliott's Balient, fli§ 
whole of the Eighteenth and part of the Twenty-third South 
Carolina Infantry, and for some minuteB caused the ■atmost 
consternation among the troopa there. For some consider'' 
able time thsy abandoned the intrenchmenta tor the space of 
two or three hundred yards on each aide of the mine. But 
the appearance of General Ledlie'a diviaion going into the 
crater aroused them, and they began a scatteiing muHket;7 
fire, which by the time the rear of Ledlie's division got uj* 
to the crater, was somewhat effective. General Elliott, in- 
endeavoring to form a line on the higher ground beyond 
the crater, was severely wonnded, and the command devolved 
upon Colonel McMaster, who formed a part of the brigade in' 
a ravine in rear of the crater (the salient), the fire from which,: 
with the flanking fire of the rest of the brigade and Ran- 
som'a troops in the intrenchments on our right of the crater, 
together with Wright's battery, repulsed all the attempts 
made to advance from the crater. Of these there were 
several, but only two or three hundred men conld be got be- 
yond the crest of the mine to make them. It was half an 
hour after the explosion before the enemy's musketry was at) 
all effective, and neai'ly an hour before their artillery Are 
from two batteries, in all sjit gnns, was so. Then Wright's 
batteiy of four field grins opened. It was some six hundred 
yards on onr right of the mine, concealed in woods, and well 
covered by traverses, so that we could not sil^ee it.' It 
swept the ground between our intrenchments and the orater, 
the crater itself, and the ground on onr right of it, firing 
over the heads of Ransom's troops, who were formed in ft 
covered way running along a ravine. A two-gun battery in 
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ine on our left of the mine, eg^oally difficult to reach 
our fire, also became effective, and aa the contest cou- 
(d, batteries were put in position on the crest so often 
mentioned, though their tire was in a great degree kept 
idown, as was that of their mortars. 

Genei-al Potter's division went foi-ward by the flank ' (filed 
ont) soon after Geneial Lediie's commenced advancing. 
The leading brigade, Goneral Griffin's, moved toward tiio 
right when it reaclied the vicinity of the mine, and taking 
possession of the partially abandoned intrenchments, begau 
m attack npon the enemy, whose works at ttiat point were 
intricate, the ground being cut up with covered-ways and 
rifle-pita. After a long, sliarp contest the intrenchments 
were taken, and Elliott's troops driven back upon Bansom's, 
holding in the ravine.' 

General Willcox's division followed General Lediie's, his 
leading brigade going into the crater, his second brigade 
moving to the left of it, and getting possession of the en' 
amy's intrenchments there, but not without fighting. Hia 

itmctions, be says, were to bear to the left and take up a 

iition on the Jerusalem plank-road, and that he endear- 
ered to fonn his division so that its riglit flank would rest 
en that road, and protect the left flank of Lediie's division, 
but that he was unable to do so ; and when, some time after*" 
he was ordered to adifance to Cemeteiy Hill, the enemy had 
concentrated such a fire that he could not go forward. 

An hour after the mine exploded General Meade, receiving 
a despatch from Colonel Loring, staff oMcer to General 
Bnmside, stating that Lediie's division was in the crater, but 
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comld not be got forward, at once ordered Biuiiside to piisli 
■with all his troops to the crest, and directed General Ord to 
move his troops forward at once ; at six o'clock he directed 
General Ord to push for the crest independently of Bnrn- 
side's troops, and make a lodgment there. Jnst before this 
direction was given, Gejieral BumBide having imported that 
no enemy was seen in their line of intrenchnients. General 
Warren was informed of it, and ordered to go fonvai'd with 
Ids troops, independently of the Ninth Corps, and try to 
cwry the works il there was apparently any chance for it. 



as they could see none of the 
eaning the part of the enemy's 
1 Hancock's front the enemy's 
mod, and opened a heavy and 
reived any indication of an atr 



But he reported that so fi 
enemy had left their front, m 
line within hia view. And oi 
intrenchments were well mai 
close fire whenever they pen 
tack. 

At six o'clock, prisoners taken having stated that they had 
no line in their rear, that they were falling back when our 
troops advanced, and that none of the troops had returned 
from the north side of the James, General Meade, informing. 
General Buriiside of this, ordered him to push forward his 
men, black and white, at all hazards, and rush for the crest,. 
Ferrero was ordered repeatedly by Bumaide to go for\rard 
with his division, but instead of having it mt»sed close to 
the advanced line ready to move, it lay crowded in the cov- 
ered-ways leading down to that line, and it was eight o'clock 
before it filed out of them. As most of the other ti-oops of 
the Ninth Corps had done, it passed out of the intrenoh- 
ments by twos and threes and fours. It went forward with, 
alacrity, but a large part of it crowded through the crater of 
the mine, notwithstanding the efforts of the commanders of 
the two brigades to keep them out of it. This threw them 
into confusion, but a part of them were led off to the right, 
and got off into the inti'enclunentB thei'e, when they had 
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e flghtmg, csptnring 200 i>TisouerB and a (!olor. Ite divi- 
Hion commander remained iu tlie bomb-proof with Qenei&l 

Tbei'e vaa now a crowded mass in and in reor of the crater, 
and for some distance on its right iu and about the some- 
what confused intrenchments taken from the enemy. The 
daj waa one of intense beat, the thermometer several de- 
grees above 90°, and the sun beating down in the deep hole 
of the crater caused great suffering. 

General Ord'a troops were very much delayed in passing 
through the Ninth Corps intrenchments, owing to the pai*- 
pets and abatis not having been prepared for it, and tha 
crowds still in them aad in the covered-waja. 

General Turner sajs tliat at half-past six the last of Pot- 
ter's troops had just passed out, and that seeing the confused 
mass of troops in andabout the ci-ater, and the colored troops 
lying down and trying to cover themselves in a very short 
line on the right of the mine, be moved hia leading brigade 
to the right of the colored troops, and took possession of 
about one hundi'ed yards of the enemy's works, His Second 
Brigade passed out still further to the right and attacked, 
but without success. Hia First Brigade was in the act of 
charging down the enemy's line to the right, be says, and 
hia Second Brigade about to advance, when looking to the 
left, be saw the troops in large numbers rushing back, and 
immediately the whole of hia First Brigade, and then his 
Second, fell back to our imtrenchmante. 

At about six o'clock General Lee was informed of the 
springing of the mine, and at once ordered two brigades of 
Mahone's division to be brought up from the right, In a 
abort time he was at the Ge^ bouse, a commanding posi- 
tion five hundred yards in rear of the crater, where he met 
General Beauregard. Hill had gone to the right to bring 
up the troops, having first sent batteries to the crest.^ 
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Mahone arrived with Woisiger'a and Wright's brigades bd(J 
tween eight and nine o'clock, and seeing wlmt a targe bod^ 
of our troops were In their intrenchments, sent for Sanders'* 
brigade of ids division. Weisiger's brigade had just formed 
a little before nine o'clock in the ravine a short distance int 
rear of the mined salient, where, it ha« been stated, Elliott'tr 
men had aided so effectively in rejwlling every effort of c 
troops in the crater to advance.' Wright's brigade was no6 
yet in position when Colonel Thomas, commanding thai 
Second Brigade of colored troops, having with Colonel Srg-' 
fried, commanding the First Brigade, received an order from! 
General Ferrero to take the crest, attempted to carry ont tha[ 
order by charging with his brigade, but only succeeded ii» 
getting two of his regiments and part of a third ' over tha 
enemy's intrenchments they had possession of, and advano-' 
ing a short distance, when Weisiger's brigade, with some of 
Elliott's, advanced against them, charged and drove thein 
back in confasion, the wlfble division rising from the graaoA 
and ranning in wild disorder back to our intrenchments^ 
carrying with them many of Potter's troops, both of Trnner'* 
brigades, and most of the men lying around end in rear ot 
the crater. Some of the colored division took refnge in tha 
crater, or must have remained tliare from the begiaaing, foP 
many were captured there, and according to General Bum- 
side's report of casualties 801 were missing. Some of FoU 
ter's division also were driven into the crater. This att 
left the enemy in possession of nearly all their intrenohmeitti 
on our right of the mine. 

Satisfied that the time for success had passed, and thai) 
any further attempt would only result in iisele,^ sacriflce 
life, General Meade, with the concurrence of General Grant, 
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scted the suapenaion of fui'ther offensive movemeats, and 
W^B withdrawal ot the troops to our lines when it could be 
r'dotie with securitj, leaving it di^cretionaiy with General 
I SuTDside and General Ord to withdraw them dming the daj 
f((ir at night. Our batteries were held ready to keep down 
*he fire of the enemy's that they controlled, should they at- 
tempt to open upon the troops in withdrawing. For my own 
part, I had no eKpeetation of succesa after reading Colonel 
Loring'a despatch from the mine, written an hour after the 
[ (Aplosiou, for, if in that time tliey had not gained the crest 
a force, the opportunity we liad counted on in the suq>riae 
md confusion of the enemy u]>on the springing of the mine 
Ipost have been loat. 

I At half-past six a despatch was received from the officer at 

B signal station on the Jeiniaalem plank-road, reporting 

a column of the enemy's infantry, at least a strong bri- 

f^ade, was marching toward our right, and that they came 

[jfrom the vicinity of the Lead Works (Weldon Baikoad), 

/where all the camps had been broken up, and the troops 

loved toward our right. General Warren was notified of 

B and instructed to make an attack in that direction if 

racticable. (The point indicated was at least fom' miles 

from his right, where the greater part of his corps was con- 

mtrat«d.)' 

To this General Warren replied that all his troops were on 

e tight except Crawford's, to whom he bad sent directions 

l*ita do what he could, and asked if he should send Ayrea there ; 

'.but General Meade preferred that Crawford should be heard 




2fi2 THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGS OF '64 AND 'M- 

fi'om before giving further orders. The report of Crawford, 
received about eight o'clock, was not favorable to the attempt, 
owing to the diatance of the [wjint of attack. Ayree wbb di- 
reeted to attack on Bui'oside'a left and to take the 2-giui 
battery of the enemy on our left of the mine, which had A 
moat destructive five in that quarter, and was not only very 
much concealed, owing to its position in a ravine, but was 
hidden by a group of trees from our 14-gun battery, where 
six 4i-inch guns had been put in position, one of its objects 
being the eilencingof this 2-g\iu battery, Oeuerol fiumside 
had been requested and ordered to have these trees cut down, 
but thay remained etandiug. Ayres was about to go forward 
when, as already stated, all our troops on the light of the 
mine fell back in confusion to our intrenchmenta, and Gen- 
eral Meade directed all offensive opemtions to cease. This 
was at a quarter of ten. At half-past ten Mahone made aa 
attack on the crater and on Willcox's troops in the enemy's 
intrenchments on our left of the crater. This was repulsed 
by the musketry of the troops attacked, and by oui artilleiy, 
and Alahone's men were forced to seek cover in one of their 
trenches near by. Between one imd two o'clock another, a 
third and last attack, was made with Johnson's and Mahone'a 
troops, Handers's brigade baring arrived in the meantime. 

The order to withdraw from the crater to our own linea 
was sent by Genei'al Bumside at half-past twelve o'clock to 
the brigade commanders there, leaving them to consult and 
decide upon the time and manner of withdrawal. This they 
didj retniTiing the order endorsed with a request that oni 
artillery and infantry should open when they fell back, but 
before the despatch reached General Bumside the enemy 
advanced to the last attack, and two of the brigade com- 
manders in the crater, seeilig them close at hand, hastily 
gave the order to retire, ■when the lai'ger part of the troops 
fell back to our lines, losing many men by the infantiy and 
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artillery flre ol the euera;, tboiigli the distBDce to onr in- 
tronchments was but little more than one huuclretl Tarda. A 
large number o! officers and men were captured in the crater, 
among them the two brigade commanders of Ledlie'a division, 
Brigttdier-Oeneial W. F. Barttett, whom General Bnmside 
meatioQs aaamost brave and eSicient officer, who was severelj 
wounded in the 'WilderneaB, and Colonel E. G. Marshall. 
' C^eral Meade reported hia casualties at 4,400 killed, 
wounded, and mlBsing, all except about 100 being the loss of 
the Ninth Corps. He also stated that 24G prisoners and two 
Colors had beeu captnred. Genei-al Bumaide's report doea 
not state what hia loas was at the mine, but gives the whola 
number of his casualties from June 12 to July 30 ; his misa- 
ing during that time was 1,39G. As his colored division 
was in no other engagement than the mine during that time, 
ita caanalties there are given and ore stated to have been 176 
killed, 688 wounded, aud SOI missing. 

The Tabular Statement of the Medical Department puta 
down the loss at 419 killed, 1,679 wounded and 1,910 miss- 
ing ; total, 4,008. The number of the killed and missing 
are, I believe, too great : the total was probably 3,500,' Its 
Tabular Statement of the Confederate loss is evidently 
erroneous, 400 killed, 600 wounded, 200 misaing. 

Colonel McMaster states that the loss of Elliott's brigade 
was 677, and that that was more than half the Confederate 
loss that day, Weiaiger'a brigade loat heavily also, the com- 
mander being among the wounded. 

The great mass of the Ninth Corps were ao huddled 
together that they oonld do no fighting, bat those that were 
disengaged front the mass did good fighting. The propor- 
tion of killed and wounded among the officers of the colored 
troops was unusually large. 
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At the request of General Meado the President ordered a 
Court of Inquiry to examine into and report npon the facta 
and circnmstancas attending this afFflir, and also to report 
their opinion, and what ofScera, if any, were answerable for 
the want of sneceaa of the aaaault. The statamenta of most of 
the officers commanding troops before this Court were not 
Tery clear and precise as to their positions, and those of the 
enemy where the troops were in contact, and the accounts of 
the details of the contest, are confnsed. 

The opinion of this Court will he found ia Appendix K. 

Tlie Committee on the Conduct of the War also inquired 
into tire facta in the following winter. 

The prineipal facta being known, it was apparent that the 
aaaault failed from mismanagement and uusbehavior on the 
part of several of the chief actors, nnleas, indeed, which I do 
not believe, the troops were in such condition that the best 
managemBut, the beat handling, and the best leading would 
have been lost upon them. This in brief waa the opinion of 
Ihe Court. General Grant, when before the Committee on 
the Conduct of the War, said that General Meade mads hia 
orders moat perfectly ; even at the time of giving his testi- 
mony, when all the facta were known, be did not think he 
could improve upon the order, and that if the troops had been 
properly commanded, and led in accordance with that order, 
we would have captured Petersburg, but that the opportun- 
ity waa lost in consequence of the division commanders not 
going in with their men, but allowing them to go into the 
enemy's iutrenchmenta and spread themselvea there, without 
going on further, thos giving the enemy time to recorer 
from hia Burprise, oollect his troops, and organize against 



He said further that General Bomside did not prepare hia 
parapets and abatia as he was ordered to do, and that the 
|)veparatiou oidered was essential to success, and could hav« 
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been made withont its <li^ove)7 bv the enemv ; that had he 
been a corps coramandet enttnsted with the dut; General 
Bumside was charged with, he would have been upon the 
ground and seen tl^at the preparations were made aa ordered ; 
and that had he been a divioioD commander, he would hare 
gune in with his division ; and ha added that there were a 
great manf ofticera there [with the annj) who wCtold have 
done the same thing. 

Genei-al Ledlie left the army a short time after the mine 
affair, and resigned. 

Accordiag to the EctwiTi of the Army o£ the Potomac on 
the 20l;h of July, its effective force of infantry (enlisted men 
present for duty equipped) was 37,984 ; its effective force of 
Cftvahy, 10,280. 

The effective force of infantry of the Army of the James on 
the aist of July was 24,009 ; of its cavaby, 1,880. 

The effective force of infantiy of the Army of Northern 
Virginia on the 10th of July was 39,295 ; of cavalry, 8,436. 

The Sixth Corps of the Aimy of tlie Potomac and the Sec- 
ond Goqts of the Army of Northek-n Virginia were detached 
and are not included in the Betums. Johnson's and Hoke's 
divisions are included in the strength of the Army of North- 
en] Virginia.' 

The engineers now went on with perfecting onr redoubts 
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and retam -works, no tliat onr lineB could be held bj a bhulII 
part of our troops, leaving tbe larger part free for move- 

A second line of redonbte without connecting lines, in rear 
of the liTBt line, was contemplated, but was not thrown up. 
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MOVEMENT TO THE NORTH BANK OP THE JAMES TO 
THREATEN RICHMOND— CAPTURE OF THE WBLDON 
I RAILROAD AT THE GLOBE TAVERN— THE BATTLE 

^ OF REAHS'S STATION. 

§ Sasly in August General Shericlaii was assigned to the 
conunand of all the troops operating against Geaerol Early, 
who was then in the vicinity of WinchaBter ; Gonenil Hunter 
on the Monocacy at the railroad crossing. 

General Lee seut Kershaw's division and Fitz Lee's cav- 
alry division to reinforce Glenei'al Early ; nad GenoiBl Tor- 
bert'a and General Wilson's cavalry divisions were sent to 
General Shecidau. 

Between this time and the month of Marcti, 1S65, several 
moveiaents of portions of the Army of the Fotoinao and of the 
Army of the James were made to the right and to the left, 
which resulted in the extension of our Uuea of intrenchmenta 
in both directions, and caused a corresponding extension of 
the Confederate iatrenchments on otu' left, and their occnpa- 
tiott in stronger force of their intrenchments on the north 
bank of the Jamea. By this process their lines finally be- 
came BO thinly manned when the last niovemRnt to our left 
was made in March, 1865, as to bo vulnerable at one or two 
points, where some of the obstructions in their front had 
been in a great measure destroyed by the neeeasities of the 
winter. 

These flanli niovemeutii had not only thitt general object 
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of Confederate extension in view, but other special objeotM' 
also, which were important at the time, and which were to a 
greater or less extent accomplished. 

Daring the period mentioned, the plan of leaving gam- 
sons in the enclosed works and moving in force against the 
ConfedeiBte lines of snpply from the Bonth, and to turn 
Lee's right flank, was never earned out. A partial attempt 
of this character was made in the latter part of October, by 
way of the Boydton plank-road, but it failed, and chiefly 
because it was of a partial cliaracter, and not a decidedi 
vigoroiis attempt with all the force that could have been 
taken from the lines to turn I*e'H right. 

Infonnation received from various sonrces leading General 
Grant to believe that General Lee had detached three divi- 
sions of infantry and one of cavaliy from Petersburg to rein- 
force General Eai'ly, he sent General Hancock with Ida eorpa 
and Gregg's cavalry, together witli the Tenth Corps, or part 
of it, nnder General Bimey, to threaten Bichmond from the 
north aide of the James, in order to prevent further detach- 
ments from being made by Lee, and, if possible, to draw 
back those sent. General Hancock's instructions 
same as those sent him on the 25th of July for his former 
movement, escept as to the manner of crossing the James. 
Great care was taken to conceal the movement, and to give 
the impression that the troops were destined for Washing- 
ton. The Second Coips was marched to City Point, and 
embarked on steamers which left City Point tor the lower 
ponton bridge at Deep Bottom at ten o'clock at night of the 
13th Angust. The cavalry and artillery went by land. 
was expected that the troops would have disembarked, and 
the movements have begun by daylight, but tlie steamen 
were not adapted to the transportation of troops, and, owing 
to the shoal water, could not run near enough to the shore, 
end the tide was ebbing. This caused delay, and it was 
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niae o'clock in the morning of the litli before the corps had 
disembarked. 

The plan of operations was for Mott to move on the rivet- 
road (New Market), and drive the enemy into his intrenched 
line behind Bailey's Creek, and beyond it, if practicable. 
General Barlow — General Gibbon being absent — with the 
First and Second Divisions, to move to Mott'a light and aa- 
eanlt the enemy's lines near the Jennings house (ia the vicin- 
ity of Fnsaell's mill), Gregg to cover the right flank. If 
Barlow carried the lines, he was to move to the left, uncover 
Mott's front, and both were then to advance along the river 
road. As soon as the infaatiy uncovered the Charles City 
and Centra! (Darby) roads, Gregg was to move on the for- 
mer, make a dash on Bichmond, if the chance offered, and if 
not, to destroy the raih-oada entering it. General Bimey 
was to attack the enemy's right near the ponton bridge 
above the mouth of Bailey's Creek, and if successful, was to 
move up the Kingsland, Tarina, and Mill roads, all of which 
ai-e near the river bank. 

If this plan could have been carried ont, the enemy's in- 
trenchments would have been turned, and we should have 
had possession of Chapin's Blutf, the works of which, with 
those of Drury's Blaif, wei-e the chief fortifications guarding 
the river approach to Kichniond. Bnt General Field's divi- 
sion had remained at the Deep Bottom or Bailey's Creek in- 
trenchments, and General Wilcox's at Chapin's Blufl!', and in 
fact, only Kershaw's division of infantry had been sent to 
Early. Wilcox at once joined Field, and Mahone's division, 
with Hampton's and W, H. F. Lee's cavalry divisions, were 
sent across the river to reinforce them, Dearing's brigade 
being the only cavalry force left with Beauregard. 

Mott found the enemy in their strong position on Bailey'ii 
Creek at the river road crossing. It was intended, General 
Hancock says, that General Barlow should attack ne 
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sell's mill with the greater portion of two diviBions, when by 
mere weight of niimhers he would have broken tbroTigh tha 
enemy's liae, which at that point waa thinlj held ; but that 
he extended fiom Mott's right to the vicinity of FusaelTa {n 
diHtonoe, according to the maps, of nearly a mile and a half)« 
through thick woods, and about fout o'clock asaaolted witlt 
only one brigade (of Gibbon's division), and made several 
nnsuccesstul attempts upon the enemy's Kne ; that Oenend 
Barlow's personal example to the troopa was all that oould 
be esi)eeted or desired from his woU-known gallantry and 
devotion to duty, but was of no avail. He adds that Oen> 
eral Barlow's report reflects but little credit on the troopa, 
and attributes their failure to respond to the leading of their 
commander, to the large number of new men among them, 
and the small number of c3:peHenced ofBcers left to com- 
mand them.' To meet General Bariow's threatening move- 
ment, the onemy weakened their right, opposite Bimey, 
to Buch an extent that he was able to seize a part of theii 
line with trifling loss, capturing four guns, but could gai 
no further. Gregg advanced well up the Charles City 

During the night the greater part of Bimey'a command 
with Colonel Craig's brigade of Mott'a division was mass^ 
on the right, in the vicinity of Fussell'a, and dispositioni|i 
were made fot Jum to attack in the morning. Gibbon^' 
division, Smythe commauding, was massed on Bimey's left/ 
Barlow's near the fork of the Darby and Long bridge road% 
and Mott'a on the river-road. Bimey was to find the eneniy% 
left the next morning, and turn it, or, failing in that, to h< 
tack. Gregg was to cover the movement on the right. Bvt 
General Bimey took so wide a circuit to liis right between 
the Darby and Charles City roads that it was near night be* 
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fore lie reported that he had foond the enem/s line, bat 
conld not attack before momiag. 

Bimey was ordered to attack on the 16th, and Gregg, 
with Miles's brigade of Barlow's division, to move up the 
Chatlea Cifj road to divert the enemy's force from Birney. 

General Gregg advanced at an early hour to the vicinity of 
'White's tavern (seven miles from Richmond), driving the 
enemy's advanced force of cavalry before him, their com- 
mander. General Ohambliss, being killed. At ten o'clock 
General Terry, with hia division of Bimey's corjw, and 
Craig's brigade of Mott'ti division, together with a brigade of 
colored troops commanded by Brigadier-General Bimey, 
advanced against the enemy's works above Fusaell's mill, 
and after b severe contest carried them, capturing three 
colors and between 200 and 300 prisoners from Wilcox's and 
IVIahone's divisions. Colonel Craig, who had just returned 
to the army from an absence on accoimt of wonnds received 
during the campaign, ■wus killed. The enemy soon retook 
thoir line, Bimey retaining only the advanced line of pits, 
the picket line. The wooded character of the country pre- 
vented personal examination by General Hancock, and it was 
some hours before be was fully informed of the state of 
affairs. 

Early in the afternoon the enem3^s cavsby, now in large 
force and supported by infantry, advanced upon Gregg and 
Miles and forced them back to and across Deep Creek. 
Miles, with his brigade and Brooke's, formed on Bimey's 
right. It was now fully ascertained that the information 
upon which General Hancock had been sent to the north 
side of the James was erroneous, but he was retained there 
during the ITth, 18th, 19th, and 20th, until dark, keeping up 
a threatening attitude with constant skirmishing, though 
directed not to assault the enemy's works. On the night of 
the aoth his command waa withdrawn to their former poui- 
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tions before Petewiburg aad at Bermuda Hundred. Oeneral 
Kauta held the left of the army during Genew] Gregg's al> 

There was a sharp encounter on the afternoon of the 18th, 
when the enemy left their works above Fussell's mill and 
attacked Bimey ; they were repulsed, General Miles on the 
right aiding by an attaek ou their left flank. 

The caanolties of the command, according to the stat^uent 
furnished me from the Adjutant-General's OfHce hf Mr. J. W. 
Kirkley, taken by him from the nominal lists of oaanaltieB, 
were 321 killed. 1,840 wounded, 625 missing; total, 2,786.' 
I have not found a statement of the Confederate casuaHies.' 
Among the severely wounded of the Second Corps, on the 
15th, was Colonel Macy, Twentieth Massachusetts, who wa« 
particularly mentioned by Genew! Barlow for good conduct. 
He had only returned to his command on the morning of the 
15th, having been absent, owing to a wound received dniing 
the campaign.' 

"Wliilo General Hancock was keeping the enemy occupied 
on the north bank of the James, General Warren waa with* 
drawn from the lines, the Ninth Corps estecding its left to 
occupy the place of the Filth, and sent at four o'clock on thn 
moi-ning of the Ifith, by a route well away from the enemy'^ 
lines, to seize and hold the 'Weldon Bfliboad at the Globe 
tavern, about four miles south of the outskirts of Petersburg. 
As he would need reinforcements, Mott's division was sent 
back on the night of the 18th to relieve a part of the Kintli 
Corps (now commanded by General Pai'ke) in the intrenuh- 
ments, so that it might be sent to reinforce the Fifth Corps. 

On the night of the 14th end 15th, the Fifth Corps was le- 

1 Tbecimialtit* »oocratng to tho TshnlaraialomEnltoiiofllnBiiaean'Bvohime^ 
uo 1,49S klll<Ml nnd wcandHl. GIG uiIwhk : taw], 3.(113. 

33,«e4 ; at cue Anar ol tlu Junn, 1B,4<I>. ' 
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lieved by the Ninth ia its inti-enchments, and held ready to 
move. On the 16th, General Meade, sfttisfled, from the re- 
port of Cienei'al Hancock, the observation of signal officers, 
and othei' soorces of iaformatiou, that Lee had but three 
infantiy divisions in the Petfireburg intrenchmenta, directed 
General Warren to move by daylight of the 17th to the 
Weldon Railroad near the intersection of the Vanghan road 
(about two miles from Petersburg), and if the enemy held 
their intrenchmenta weakly in that vicinity to endeavor to 
carry tliem and occupy the crest in the rear of theic line op- 
posite the line held by the Ninth and Eighteenth Coqia. 
Kautu was to move on hia left flank. But General Grant, not 
being altogether satisfied as to the disposition of the enemy, 
preferred to wait for tm-ther developments, and the orderwaa 
Hoapended. On the next day Genei'al Grant authorized 
sending the Fifth Corps and some cavalry to destroy as 
much of the Weldon Kailroad as practicable, but not to as- 
sault fortifications ; the movement to be rather a reeoanoia- 
sance in force, during which General Warren might take 
advantage of any weakness of the enemy he discovered. In 
certain contingencies lie was to remain on the road. Gen- 
eral Grant's despott-h concluded : " I want, if possible, to 
make snch demonstrations as will force Lee to withdraw a 
portion of his troops from the Valley, so that Sheridan can 
Btrike a blow against the balance." 

Accordingly General Warren was instructed, on the 17th, 
to move the next morning at tour o'clock, and make a lodg- 
ment nix>n the Weldon Railroad, near the Gurley house 
(two miles south of the intersecfeioa of the Vaughan road), or 
as near tho enemy's lines as practicable, and destroy the road 
as far south as possible. In addition to the destruction of 
the road, he was to consider tho movement a reconnoissance 
in force, and toko ailvantago of any weakness the enemy 
might beti'ay. A brigade of cavalry under Colonel Spear 
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VDs attached to his command. In the course of General 
■Warren's operations on the 18th, it was determined to with- 
draw General Mott's division fi'om Hancock in the night, to 
take the place of a part of the Ninth Corpa, and that General 
Ord should extend hia left, so that the two would enable 
Willcox's, White's, and finally Potter's divisions to be sent 
to the left on the 19th to co-operate with General Warren. 
These three divisions o! the Ninth Corps had altogether 
about 6,000 men, but all these were not available. General 
Warren moved as directed, taking poHsession of the Weldon 
Railroad at the Globe tavern (aome tlu'ee miles west of o 
left), finding only Dearing's cavaliy brigade to oppose him. 
Griffin's division waa formed along the road looking w 
and began its destmction. The day was oppressively hob . 
and close, as were those that followed, and a heavy lain 
throughout the day, Ayres's division moved up the railroad 
a mile or more from GrifSu and to within half a mile of the 
Vanghan road intersection, having Hayes's brigade on 
right of the I'aih'oad, Duskaiie's Maryland brigade on his left 
moving by a flnnk, Crawford moved up on Ayres's right, 
his right in dense woods with close underbrush. A larga 
field of Indian corn in front of Crawford's left and Ayies'a 
right hid everything from their view. Cutler's division re- 
mained in rear in support. 

General Bearing had reported to General Beauregard the 
appearance of some force on the luilroad, and General Heth, J 
with Davia's and Walker's brigades, was sent to his support, J 
Moving out by the Vaughan road, about two o'clock General I 
Heth made a sudden attack on Ayres's left, caught tha^ 
Maryland brigade unawareM, and drove it back. Ayres, to. J 
prevent his line of battle being taken in flank, drew it back, J 
but then advancing, drove the enemy from, the ground. I 
Crawford's left, Lyle'a brigade, was partly engaged. War- J 
ren'a loss waa 5i± killed and wounded, 392 n)i » i Hi iig — totals J 
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General Worren says the enemy's loss must bave ex- 
ceeded uors ; be left Hh dead and wounded on the ground. 

On the morning of tiie 19tli, Qenerai Bragg of Cutler's 
division was sent with Iiis brigade to the right of Crawford, 
to support him and establiah connection by a skiiiniBh line 
with the pickets of the Nintli Corps. There was great diffi- 
culty in doing this, the whole iace of the coiuitry being 
covered with dense woods and underbrush, the wood-roads oc 
cart-tracka through which were unknown to any of our troops. 
The line was probably imperfectly formed, but at best would 
constdtnte a veiy imperfect guard against an active enemy, 
acquainted in detail with the woods;, which, at tlio distance 
of twenty paces, effectually screened ovorything from sight. 

Upon ioaming from General Beauregard that the Fifth 
Corps or a ])art of it was on the Weldon Bailroad, General 
Lee sent Mahone's and Lee's divisions back to Petersburg, 
In the course of the day Willcox's division, then White's, 
and later in the afteruoon. Potter's, were sent to Genenl 
Warren. 

General A. P. Hill, with Davis's and Walker's brigades 
under General Heth, and Weieiger's, Colquitt's, and Cling- 
man'a under General Mahone, with Lee's cavalry and Peg- 
ram's batteries, moved to the Vaughan road intei'sectioo. 
Heth was to attack Ayre-s, while Mabone, familiar with the 
woods, was to move concealed by it, some distance beyond 
Crawford's right, break through Bragg's skirmish line, and 
take Bragg and Crawford in rear. About half-past four in 
the afternoon General Alahone with his command formed 
in columns of fonre, broke through Brogg'a skirmish line, 
faced to tbe right, and swept rapidly down toward Gieneral 
Warren's right flank, taking all Crawford's skirmish line and 
pait of hia line of battle in rear. His skirmish line fell 
back in the greatest confusion, and, in doing so, masked the 
fire of his line of battle, and forced it to fall back, together 
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with a part of the right of Cfeueral Ayrea'e division. Heth 
at the same time opened on Ajres's centre and left ; Genend. 
Warren, reforming the parta of Ayrea'a and Crowfoid'H divi- 
sions that were broken, bi'O'ught them forward again and 
regained the ground temporarily Inst, taking some priaonera 
and two flags. General WUlcox waa ordered np to attack ; 
and White's division wo.^ formed facing to the right, and 
engaging OolciTiitt'B brigade, drove it bauk and captured 
Home prisoners. Mahone'a command fell back ra])idly in 
great confusion to their intrenchmenta, carryiug with them 
the parts of Warren's command disorganized by the attack 
on their rear in the woods, and a large portion of the pickets. 

Heth made repeated attempts to drive Ayi*ea back, but 
failed. Oenerat Beauregard, teleginphing General Lee, s 
Colquitt and Clingman in advancing through thick nndei- 
growth lost their organization and were ordered to their 
campe to rally them. Mahone'a brigade was also ordered 
into the lines. Heth's two brigades remained. 

General WaiTen'a eaaualties were 382 killed and wonnded, 
2,518 missing, of which 1,805 were from Crawford's divi- 
sion. General Hayes, of Ajres's division, waa among the 
captured. The enemy's loss, Geneml Warren says, must 
have been heavy in killed and wounded. General Oling- 
ntan was among the latter. 

The necessity of remaining ntationarj, even a single day, 
in a dense wood like that in whicit the greater part ol Gen- 
eral Warren's troops were posted, subjects a command to 
having some part of it taken suddenly in flank or rear, 
broken, thrown into coniusion, and many of them captured.* 




I 
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Satittfied that the enemy would renew their efforts to drive 
him £rom the railroad, General Warren on the 20th selected 
a position on it a mile or two in rear of his line of battle on 
the 19th, chiefly in ojffin ground, and favorable for the use 
of ortiUeiy, and intrenched so es to have a considerable in- 

On (he aist General Lee, finding our forces had been with- 
drawn from the north side of the James, directed Field to 
tiend two of his brigades to Petersbiu^, and General Hamp- 
ton to bring over his cavalry division (now commanded by 
Genera] Butler). Wileoi's division, in whole or in part, had 
already been moved to Petersburg. 

On the morning of the 2l3t, General A. P. Hill, with his 
own corps, part of Hoke's division with Lee's cavahy, at- 
tacked Warren, opening with thirty guns on his front and 
right flank, and at ten o'clock assaulting them, but was 
everywhere repulsed. Later Mahone attempted an assault 
on the left flank, but the artilleiy broke his infantry before 
it came under musketry fire. In the assault. General War- 
ren says, General Hagood's brigade being nearly siurounded 
close in on om works, every one thought they had surren- 
dered, and ceased firing, but when our troops advanced to 
bring them in their oflicers commenced firing. In the 
mixed condition of hia men and the enemy s, his line could 
not flre, and many of the enemy escaped. However he cap- 
tnred 517 officers and men and sis fliigs, the larger part from 
Hagood's brigade. 

The enemy's loss in killed and wounded must have been se- 
vere, as General Warren says 311 of their dea<l were buried 
lay his ti-oops. General Sanders of Mahone's division was 
among their kUled. Warren's own loss was 301 killed, 
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wounded, and missing. Colonel Buehanc, commanding the 
MarylBiid brigade, b. gallant ofScer, was killed. General Cut- 
ler wounded. 

General Wfirren says the heat of the first day was excessive, 
and maaj fell out of the ranks, who were counted among the 
miRalag. An oppresmre, warm i^iu fell all the time, making 
the side roitdR and fields almost impaGaable for urtiUeTy. 

The cavalry under GeneraJ Spear were active in watching 
the left flank and rear ; Steadman's brigade took part in tha 
repulse of the enemy on the 2l8t, 

No further attempts upon General Wftiren's position were 
made. The intrenchmenta were now extended by the Ninth 
Coriis from tho JeniBalem plank-road to unite with General 
Warren's on the Wei don Railroad. 

Tlie extension of our left to tbe Weldon Bailroad at tha 
Globe tavern would not prevent tlie enemy from using that 
road a« a lino of supply up to a point within a day's hauling 
by wagon to Potersbiirg. By destroying the road as fa 
down as Kowanty Creek, about thirteen miles beyond War 
ren'a left, ttiey would bo obliged to haul by wagon from 
Stony Creek DSpot to Dinwiddle Court House, and thence 
by the Boydton plank-ioad to Peterabnrg, a distance of thirty 
miles at least. It was determined, therefore, to destroy the 
railroad as far as Bowantj Creek, and on the 22d, General 
Hancock with his First and Second Divisions and Gregg's 
cavaliy was charged with this work, ' and set abont it at o: 
Gregg looking out for the enemy on the roads loading to the 
railroad fiom the left and to Hancock's rear.* By the night 

1 Ula Third DIvUdc, Matt'i, held the lnttencbracnu at and In ths vicinity at 
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ol the 21tli they had accomplished the work as far as Mb- 
lone's crass-road, about three miles south of Beams's Sta- 
tion, and had utill about five milea of the road to destroy. 
The two diviaiona were held at Beama's Statiou during the 

But the Weldou Bailroad was deemed to be too important 
as a line of supply to the Coufedei'ate forcea to udmit of this 
deetruction without an attempt to prevent it, and Geuei'al 
A. F. TT'll ' waa ssaigued to tliis task, having with Lim the 
larger part of his own corps, together with Anderson's bri- 
gade of Longstreet's corps, and Oeaeral Hampton with his 
two cavalry divisions. 

About dork of the 24th signal officers reported that thei-e 
were large bodies of the enemy's infantry, estimated at 8,000 or 
10,000, passing south from, their in trend) men ts by the Hali- 
fax and Yaughau roads. Both General Hancock and Geuei'al 
Warren were advised of this, aud that these troops were most 
probably dij'ected against Genoral Hancock. In the morning 
of the 25th, General Hancock ascertained that the enemy's 
cavalry was in force on hia left, supported by infantry. 

The intrenchments at Eeams'a Station were slight, andhad 
been hastily thrown up by troojjs sent to Wilson's relief ia 
^^ime. They ran along the miL'oad about twelve himdred 
8, having a return about eight hundred or one thonsand 
s long at eB<:h euil, the returns being nearly at right 
tgles with the railroad. This direction of the returns sub- 
Bated the troops in tliem to a reverse artillery fire. The 
Second Division, uommauded by General Gibbon, occupied 
the left half of these intrenchments ; the First Division, com- 
manded by General Miles, occupied the right half. 

1 UUI-i inrMiitry mn JCcOowkq's, Luae's. anil Scalea'a bclKnaea ot Wilcai'i dlvi- 
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About two P.M. Geneml Wilcox made two Bpirited attacks 
on Miles's front, both of nhiuh wew quickly repulsed. 
About this time GSenei'ol Hancock received a deapftt«h from 
Genenil Meade informing liiin that Mott was directed (about 
half-paat one o'clock) to send him all his available iorce (about 
1,800 men) down the plank-iwad, taking a battety with it ; 
and 88 the railroad could not be further destroyed at pres- 
ent, he might be governed by his own judgment aa to with- 
drawing his command to his former jwaition, or remaining 
wliere he waa. To this General Hancock replied that, al- 
though there was no necessity for hia remaining there 
longer, since the presence of the enemy prerented further 
destruction of the railroad, and although it was more impor- 
tant that he should join Warren tlian remain there, jet he 
was then too closely engaged with the enemy to withdraw, 
but that he would do so at night. At two, or half-past two, 
Genejul Meado ordered General Willcos's division to move 
down the plank-rood to General Hancock's support. Qen- 
eral Mende notified General Hancock of this, saying all he 
apprehended was that the enemy might be able to interpose 
between him and Warren, and some more of "Warren's fornea 
were held ready for contingencies. It was tliia apprehen- 
sion, no doubt, that induced him to send General Willcox 
by the plank-road instead of by the lailroad. But by tha 
plank -road his march was twelve mites long (about the same 
length as that of Mott's troops), whereas had he gone by the 
raib'ood, which continued ojien until live o'clock, he would 
have had not more than five miles to march, would have got 
to Hancock by half-i>ast four or five, and managing hia 
movement skilfully, might hare taken a part of the enemy's 
force in flaok or rear. 

Sleaawhile Hill was prexiaiing hia forces tor attack, which 
he began at five o'clock with a heavy artjllery-firo that did 
little actual damage (that is, caused few casualties), bat bad 



MOVEMENT TU THREATEN BIOHMOND. 281 

the effect of Blinking a portion of the commflntl exposed to 
its reverse fire. Tlie shelling continued about fifteen min- 
Btea, when General Heth and General Wileos, witli Cook's 
and Lane's, McRtie's and Scules's brigades, Anderson's and 
jwrt of MiiOowau's brigades Bnpporting, aaaanlted a part of 
Gteneral Miles'a front, and, just at the time when a. few min- 
utes' longer resistance would hare repulsed the enemy {who 
were thrown into a good deal of disorder by the aeverity of 
tiie fire they received, and the obataclea in the way of their 
advance), a part of the lino, comxioned of troops recently 
raised, gave way in confasion. A small reserve brigade of 
the Second Division was ordered forward to fill the gap, but 
Ooold neither be made to go forward nor to fire. Me.Knight'a 
[ battery was turned on the opening with good efiect, but the 
f ttiemy, running along under cover of the rifle-pits, captured 
[■ flie battery. Muqjhy's brigade of the Second Division on 
e left of the breii was driven back, and two more batt-eriea 
F fell into the hands of the enemy, aftnr ha^Tug been served 
b ilith marked gallantry, and after losing a large proportion o! 
0, and horses. General Hancock ordered Gib- 
B division to retake the position and the guns, hut his 
[ itoops responded feetily to the order, and fell Track on re- 
I teiving a slight fire ; being now exposed to attack in reverse 
1 the flank they were obliged to owupy the reverse 
t iS&e of their breastworks. The moment was a critical one, 
r and General Hancook says, would have ended still more 
astrousiy but for the steadiness of a part of the Fii'st 
I. Division, and the fine conduct of its commander, General 
I'llilee,' who succeeded in rallying a small force of the Sixty- 
I Sbst New York, and forming a line at right angles with the 
I'ltteaslworks, swept off the enemy, and retook McKnight'a 
{.'ipins and a considerable portion of his own line. An at- 

J TbaUlWcUatDiut, In joiUce, add,— uu) Um bearing o[ GiDenl Hanoook hlnv 
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tempt WHS made to get some of Gibbon's troops to assist in 
this opcmtion, but their commanderH reported tb&t they 
could not be got to advance. Hampt-on with his dismounted 
CBvaby now made an attack on the left, driving General Gib- 
bon's division from its breastworks, the division offering 
very little resistance. Pressing on with loud cheers, Hamp- 
ton's cavalry was met by n, heavy flank fire from Gregg's dia- 
moimted cavalry, which checked their advance. Then they 
turned upon Gregg, who was forced to fall hack and form on 
the left of the new line which General Gibbon had estab- 
lished a short distance in rear of the intrenchments. 

General Milea's troops, with "Werner's New Jersey artil< 
lery, held the road mnning to the Jerusalem plank-road until 
dark, checking every attempt o( the enemy to advance be- 
yond the portion of the intrenchments they bad captured. 
General Miles and General Gregg oflered to retake theiz 
breastworks, but Qeneral Gibbon stated that his division 
could not retake theirs. Ah it v 
draw or to retake the lost works 
communication ojien to the rear 
!iad arrived hj dark, the troops 
draw. Neither General Mott'a detachment nor General 
Willcos's division reached the Jield. The enemy made no 
attempt to follow up their advantage, but returned to tha 
Petersbui^ intrenchments, leaving Hampton's cavalry at tha 
Station. 

General Hancock says that if bis troops had behaved aa 
well as they had done before, he would have been able to 
defeat the enemy ; or had a force been sent down the rail- 
road to attack the enemy in flank, or had a small reserve 
been on the field at about eis o'clock, it would have accom- 
plished the some end. He attributed the bad conduct of 
some of his troops to their great fatigue and to their heavy 
losses daring the camxtaign, especially in officers. Besides, 
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there were several regiments largely made np of recmita and 
snbatitutea ; one. General Hancock mentions particularly, 
being entirely new, and some of its officers unable to speak 
Englisk 

His casualties were 610 officers and enlisted men killed 
and wounded, the proportioa of offleers being nnuBually 
large ; bis missing, 1,762, making a total of 2,372. Nine 
guns were lost. 

General A. F. Hill reported bis loss to be 720, chiefly, if 
not almost entirely, killed and wounded. Hia captures, be 
stated, were 12 stands of colors, 9 gnns, 10 caissons, 2,150 
I>ii9onera, 3,100 standi of small anus. 

The extent of the injurious effect of the large number of 
raw recruits recently received had not been anticipateil, or 
reinforcemeats would have been sent to GenemI Hancock 

I early in the morning.' 

m The work of intrenching the newly-added front and r^ar 

P'-Veut on vigorouBly during September. 
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CHAPTEB XI. 

MOVEMENT AGAINST RICHMOND ON THE HOHTH BANK 
OF THE JAMES— CAPTCRE OF FORT HARRISON— CO- 
OPERATIVE MOVEMENT ON THE LEFT, BY WHICH 
THAT FLANK IS EXTENDED TO PEEBLES'S FARM- 
MOVEMENTS AGAINST OCR RIGHT ON THE NORTH 
BANK OP THE JAMES— MOVEMENT TO TURN LEE'S 
ILIGHT FLANK AND OCCUPT THE SOUTH SIDE RAIL- 
ROAD — CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT AGAINST LEE'S 
LEFT FLANK 

The two brigadea of Field's division, AnderaoD's and Brat- 
lon'a, Bent to Petersburg in the latter part of Aagost, still 
romained there in the latter part of September, and the onlj 
troopB in the Confederate intrenohments on the north side of 
the JanfBB besides the heavy artillery, the two brigades of 
the local defence, and Oarey's oavalty brigade, were Field's 
three brigades, commanded by Benning, Law, and Gregg, 
and Colonel Fnlton's btigade of Johnson's division. 

On the 28th of September General Ord, commanding the 
Eighteenth, and General Bimey, commanding the Tenth 
Corps, were directed to cross the James in the night and ad- 
vance opon Biolunond, the former by the Varina road, near 
the river, the latter by the New Market and Darby roads, 
Kautz with his cBvohy on the Darby road. General Otd was 
to engage the enemy in his works at and near the river at 
Chaxnn's Bloff, and prevent reiniorcements being sent from 
the south side against Bimey's column. He was to cross the 
James by a ponton bridge to be established during the early 
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part of tho night at Aiken's, two aulea below Biitch Qap, 
where the Vaidna road abutted on the river. General Bimey 
was to cross at Deep Bottom by the ujiper ponton bridge ; 
General Kantz was to follow bim. 

General Ord selected for the pitrpose 2,000 meu from each 
of hia First and Second divisionis, one commanded by Briga- 
dier-Goneral Stannard, the other by Brigadier-General Heek- 
irmn. His Tiiird Division (colored), commanded by Briga- 
dier-Genetal Paine, reported to Major-Geneiwl Biraey, whose 
colnmn, composed of his First and Second divisions, under 
Generals Teny and Ames and Genei'al William Bimey's bri- 
gade of colored trooiw, was, with Paiiie's addition, about 
10,000 strong. General Oi-d from the Bermuda front, and 
General Bimey from tho Petersburg front, each left sufficient 
force in the inti'enohmenta to maintain them. 

Both colomns were over the river and moving on the 

ites designated by daylight, diiving befoie them tho 

imj'a Hkitmishers and advance troops. Every precaution 

liod been taken to keep the knowledge of the movement from 

the enemy and make the attack a surprise. 

By half-post seven General Ord bad reached the open 
gronnd around Fort Hanioon an Chapin'a farm, tlie strong- 
est work on the main line of intrenchmeuts. about a mile 
and a quarter from the works on the river at Chapin's Bluff, 
with which it was connected by more than one lino of in- 
trenchmeuts. Wliile one iine of advanoed intrenchmeuts 
held by the Confederate pickets or skirmiehers ran from 
Fort Harrison in a northeast direction, the main Une, soon 
after leaving the fort ran north about tbree-fonrths of a mile 
to Fort Gilmer, which was also connected with the works on 
the river at Chapin's Bluff by two intrenched lines. The 
main advanced line of Richmond intrenchmeuts continned 
north from Fort Gilmer about three-fourths of a mile, then 
tui northenst to tlie CliickoLominy at New Bridge. Tbe,^a«<- 
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BCBsion of Fort Hcirrisoii did not give possession of the de-. 
fences at Chapin's BlnfT, but the possession of Fort Oilmer 
■would give it. 

Oi'd haviDganivedupon the ground, the aitilleiy of the fort 
and adjacent works opened upon him. The disposition for 
attack van qnickly made by him. Stannard's division. Gen- 
eral Buraham'a brigade leading, was to push forward on the 
left of the Viirina road, in colunm of diviaiona, over the open 
ground in front of the works, preceded by ekinniBhers. The 
distance it had to traverse was abont foiuteen hundred yards. 
General Heckman was to move his division, as soon as it 
came up, along the edge of the wood that skirted the Taiina 
road on the right, nntil opposite Fort Harrison, and then to 
attack it on the front towai'd the wood — the east front. This 
would envelop the work on the south and east. Itainforce- 
ments were now seen entering Fort Hanison from the 
enemy's loft. Stannard's division advanced in quick time, 
and when they reached the foot of the hill which the work 
crowned, Bumham's brigade ran np it under a severe fire of 
artilleiy and musketry, and after a very sharp encounter cap- 
tured the work with sixteen guns and a number of prisoners, 
including the Lientenaat^Oolonel in command of it. Gen- 
eral Burnham was killed iu the asnault. Colonel Stevens, 
the officer who micceeded to the commiiud of the brigade, 
was severely wounded, and his successor also. The diviaion 
lost 594 killed and wounded during the day. 

The enemy was next driven from the intrenchments on the 
right and loft of the Fort, including two lunettes six hundred 
yards apart, which were captured with their artillery, sis guns. 
General Ord now endeavored to sweep down the captured 
intrenchments to the remaining redan, which was on the river 
bank, ao as to secure the enemy's ponton bridge, but this 
redan was covered by the Confederate gunboats, and by a 
battery iu the rear, and the attempt was uusuceeasful. In 
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making it General Ord was so sevetely wonnded in the leg 
as to completely disable him, and the commcuid devolved 
upon General Heckmon. He, General Ord aays, in adrancing 
went too far into the woods ; his brigades became scattered, 
and were not available at the right time. While the fighting 
for the possession o( the intrenchmenta adjoining Fort Har- 
rison was going on, General Ord Bays he saw through the 
smoke what he thought wa^ General Heckman's division en- 
tering Fort GiJmer, but they soon proved to be reinforce- 
ments of the enemy, and that work and the adjacent lines 
were now defended by Gregg's and Benning'a brigades of 
Fieid'a division, and Fulton's brigade of Johnson's division. 
Soon after he had succeeded to the command of the corps, ■ 
General Heckman attacked Fort Gilmer with his division but 
was repulsed with heavy loss. In the afternoon General 
Field arrived at the fort with Law's brigade to aid in its de- 

In the meantime Major-General Bimey, driving the ad- 
vance troops of tlie enemy before him, advanced npon the 
New Market road, and with sharp encounters captured the 
skirmish or picket line of intrenchmenta of the enemy, 
which has been mentioned as running from Fort Harriaon 
in a northeast direction, and croasing the New Market and 
Darby roads. The main line was from onc'lmlf to three- 
qnarters of a mile in rear of this. Communication was es- 
tablished between the two colmnns, the Varina and New 
Market roads being about a mile apart here. 

General Grant, who had arrived at Fort HaiTison, now in- 
formed Major-General Bimey of Ord's success, and tliat the 
Eighteenth Corps was ready to advance in conjunction with 
his (Birney's) and directed him to puah forward. Kautz 
had advanced along the Darby road, abreast of Bimey, and 
Terry's division waa aent to his support. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon Major-General Bir- 
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ney with Ames's division, and Brigadiet-Geneml Bimeya 
colored bidgade, made a determined, bat lULsut'cesyful attack 
npoii Fort Gilmer, the adjacent works, and the main line of 
intrenchmentB as far &s the New Market road. The troojia 
advanced half a mile or more nnder the fire of the enemj's 
artillery, the greater part of Ames's division crossing three 
ravines filled with fallen trees, but upon emerging from the 
third i-avine, %vhich was close upon the woi'ka, the fire ol 
canister and musketry broke the line and forced it to fftll 
back, part of it in some confusion. The leading troops of 
Bimey's colored brigade went forward tii the attack on Fort 
Gilmer with great gallantry, jumjied into the ditch of the 
fort, and endeavored to climb np on oaoh other's shouldera 
to the parapet, but nearly all that reached the ditch were 
killed. 

The assaults of to-day were made with great gallantly. 

Ah the leCt and reu' of our forces on the north bank of 
the James were open to the enemy, Bimey'a command was 
drawn into the New Market road, and Klight inti'etichme&ta 
(afterward strengthened) were extended around them, and a 
line was ma fi'om Fort Harrison to the river, juat above 
Dutch Gap. General Weitzel was placed in command of 
the Eighteenth Corps. 

General Ewell was in command of the Confederate troops 
on the north side, where he was joined by General Lee 
during the day. Bratton's and Anderaon's brigades w 
brought from the Confederate extreme right by railroad, 
getting into position on the north side in the evening, ' C 
onel Montague, with four regiments of Pickett's troops waa 
also brought to the north side, and during the night of the 
29th, Hoke, with Kirkland's, Clingman's, and Colquitt's 
brigades, and Scales's brigade of Wilcox's division weiB 
brought over. Ten brigades iu all were concentrated at and 
near Fort Gilmer, to assault Fort Harrison and its dependent 
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works on the following day. During tho uiglit and the next 
morning large parties were at work to make Fort Harrison 
aa enclosod work. 

At two o'clock in fho aftemoon of flio 30tli General An- 
doraon, commanding Longstreet'a corps, aaamilted with Law, 
Anderaon, Bratton, Clingman, and Oolqiiitt. General 8(an- 
nard, who held the fort, says of the Bttack, that twelre guns 
opened on hia centre and left, the enemy's infantry adTftnc- 
ing on hia right; that he reserved Ilia musketry fire until 
their lines emerged from the thick underbrush in front, and 
that ho repulsed them with muaketiy alone. Quickly re- 
forming, they attacked a second, and a third time, but were 
repulsed each time, and with heavy loss, leaving a large 
number of killed and wounded on the ground. 

I can find nc) report from General Heckman or from Gen- 
eral Weitzel, who now commanded the Eighteenth Corps, of 
the part taken, by^eneral Heckman'a division in repulsing 
this assault. It undoubtedly took part in itj aa did Bimey's 
colored brigade, the loss of which in the engagementa of the 
29th and 30tb amounted to 43i. General Stannard lost his 
arm in the second assault. He had four staff officers wounded 
in the two days, and mentions many of the ofQcers of his 
command who were conspicuous for their gallantry. 

The losses of tho enemy in this assault must have been 
severe. General Bratton says be had 377 killed and 
wounded out of his brigade of 1,165 enlisted men and 1'29 
officera. The Tabular Statement of the "Medical and 
Surgical History o£ the War " puts the Confederate loss at 
£.000. 

According to the Tabular Statement prepared in the Adju- 
tant-Geueral'a Office, which I liave heretofore referred to, our 
eosnalties in the two days were 394 killed, 1,554 wounded, 
and 324 missing— total, 2,272. 

In co-operation with the movement against the Bichmond. 
xri— IS 
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(lefencea on the north siiie of tlie Jamea, juBt deecribed, 
General Meade, under instructions from General Grant, 
made such semi -concealed changes of poRition of part of 
his troops on the 28th as to ^ve the enem^ the impres- 
sioa, when they should discover the absence of rancl) of 
the Tenth and Eightetoith Corps, on the morning of ths 
29th, that we were concentrating on our left, and, in thai 
way, would lead General Lee to delay reinforcing the teal 
point of attack north of the James. In addition, the Amf 
of the Potomac was got under arms at tour o'clock in the 
morning of the 29th, General Warren and General Parke, 
each with two divisiona of his corps ready to move. All-the 
corps commanders made dispositions to n-ithdraw from tha 
intrenchmenta, leaving garrisons in the redoubts and en- 
closed batteries, and arranged for the further contingency 
oE withdrawing entirely from the intrenohments.' These 
diapositiona undoubtedly had the effect of delaying the 
ttansfer of Confederate troops to meet the attack of Ord and 
Bimey. But there was another object that General Grant 
had in view, wliich was, should the enemy draw off snch & 
force from the defences of Petersburg as, in General Meade'a 
opinion, would justify his moving against the South Bids 
Boilrond or Petersburg, he whs to do so. If he got posses- 
sion of the road he was to maintain it at all hazards, leinloro- 
ing from the troops left in the intrenchments. 

It was not deemed advJRable by General Grant that Oea- 
eral Meade should move on the 29th, the reduction of the 
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enemy's force arouad Petorsbwg not Beeming to justify it 
that day, nor antil eiglit o'clock in the moruing of the 30th, 
The object then in Tiew was to secure the junction of two 
roada coming from the aonth^yest, the -Squirrel Level, and 
the Poplar Spring Chnrch roods. This junction was at the 
Peebles farm, where a redonbt terminated, the Confederate 
intrenchment covering the ronds. From that point an ad- 
vance was to be made in a northwest direction toward the 
Soydton plahk-road and South Side Bailroad, if the condi- 
tions would justify it. 

General Warren, with GriJfin'a and Avtbs'b divisions, was 
directed against the junction of the roada ; General Parke, 
with WillcosL's and Potter's divisions, was to follow him, form 
on his left, and both were then to advance toward the Boyd- 
ton road. General Gregg was to move on the Vanghan and 
other roads on our left. 

Griffin's troops advanced against the Peebles iiitrencL.- 
menta, passing over six hundred yards of open gronrnl, and 
carried them, the infantry parapets being hold by infantry 
and Bearing's dismounted cavalry, and flanked by artillery 
in the redoubt. Colonel Welch, commouduig the Sixteentk 
Michigan, was killed on the parapet of the work. The loes 
othei'wiae was email. A gun and some piisouer» were taken. 

General Ajres caiiied the redoubt on the right of GriJHn. 
These two captures gave ns the whole of the line of intrench- 
ment. General Parke odvonced Potter's division to support 
Griffin on bis left, and as soon asWillcox got up, moved for- 
ward with his two diviaions through tlie Pegram farm in a 
northwest direction toward the Boydton road, WUlcox on 
Potter's left in support, as General Parko expected Griffin's 
division to support his right. 

The force holding the Petersburg intrenclunects was Hill's 
corps and Johnson's division, with Hampton's two cavalry 
divisions and Bearing's brigade, all under the command of 
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Gpneral Hill, General Beauregard having been sent south to 
take charge of affairs in that direction. The main line at 
Petersburg intrenchiuents liad been extended in a southwest 
direistion to, or nearlj to, Hatcher'a Run, coveiing the Bojd- 
ton plank road and the South Side Railroad. 

To meet the advance of Meade, General Hill threw ont 
Heth's and Wilcox's divisions as far aa the Jones house, c 
the road leading to the Pegram farm. Potter, pasEing 
through a. wood, found himself ^-ithin eight hundred jarda 
of the enemy's main line of intrenchments, and quite neai ' 
Heth's and Wilcox's troops, which he advanced to attack. 
He was met b; an advance on their part, attacked vigoir 
oualy, his right outflanked, and his division driven back i 
some confusion, as well as one of Willcox's biigades. But a 
new line was at once established bj General Parke with 
Willcox's troops, which, with Griffin's lino on the right, pnt 
a stop to the enemy's advance. General Parke lost 485 
killed and wounded, and heavily in prisouera. HamptoDi 
on the Confedenite right, shared in the captiires. 

Mott's division arrived on Parke's left in the afternoon of. 
the Ist of October, and on the next daj General Parke od-" 
ranced, with niiilleiy and musketry firing, and established ft. 
line of intrenclmients about a mile from the enem/s, Tliis' 
was connected with the Weldon Railroad works, anti 
extended to the rear on tho left, having its proi>er number. 
of redoubts and batteries. 

The casualties in this oxMration were, according to t 
Tabic of the Adjiitant-Geueaura Office, 661 killed mi 
wounded, l,3i8 missing; total, 2,009.' 



greatly tho emofeacy at 
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The Table of the Medical Department ia evidently errone- 
ous. The Confederate loss X liare never seen stated except 
in tliB.t Table, which puts it down at SOO wounded. Appai'- 
entl;f this is as erroneous as the numbers it gives for our 

Kautz, with 1,700 men and two batteries, looking ont from 
the right of the force on the north side of the James, held 
the Darby road at the old Confederate line of intrenchments, 
which had been captured on the 29th of September. There 
was a swamp on his right, which ran around his rear, cross- 
ing the Darby road. To drive him from this threatening 
position. Field and Hoke, with the larger itart of their divi- 
sions, were brought over to the Darby road on the night of 
the 6th of October, and at sanrise of the 7th Field od- 
vaneed u]»n him, with Anderson's and Bratton's brigades, 
'while Gaiy's cavalry, supported by Lane, moved by the 
Charles City voad around his right. He could not stand up 
against the attack of the two infantry brigades in his front, 
and in falling back on the narrow road, through the swamp 
in hia roar, found Gary's cavalry, or part of it, there, and 
thus lost eight of his guns. Kautz succeeded in crossing 
over to the New Market road and getting under cover of the 
Tenth Corps, which was moving out to his assistance, but 
losing, besides the gnna, 72 killed imd wounded, and 202 
missing. 

Field, following Kautz passed over to the New Market 
road, through the dense swamps of one of the chief afSuents 
of the White Oak Swamp, and attacked the right of the 
Tenth Corps, which had moved out to Kautz's asaistanoe, 
but was I'epulsed, and fell back to his intrenchments. In 
this attaclt. General Gregg, commanding the Tesan brigade, 
a gallant commaader of a gallant brigade, was killed, and 
General Bratton was wounded. 

On the lijth of October, General Butler made 
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coimoisBanee in force of the enemy's intrenchmonta on the 
Darby road, and foTmd them to be of a formidnbla cbtiracter, 
with slashing in front of the greater part. Colonel Pond's 
brigade of Ames's diviHiou, Tenth Corps, assaulted them at a 
point where there was no slashing, but was repulsed. 

On the Hfh of October General Grant wrote Generml 
Meade: 

" Uske yuuT preparationii to march ont at an Qftdy hour cm tbe 2!th to; 
gain posseaeiuu of the Soath Side Railtovi, and to bold it, and farti{f 
bank to your present left. Incommeooing jour advance, move in ' 
oolnmne, cxactlj sa proposed by yoarHolf in onr cortverBfttioD oJ 
evening, and with the same force you proposed to take. Patke, who 
starts out neareet to the enemy, should be instructed that, if ho finds tha 
enemy intrenched, and their worka well manned, he ia cot to attack, 
but oonfront liim and be prepared to advance promptly when he tinda 
that by the movement of the other two columns to the right and i 
of them they begin to give way," etc 

According to the information we had, the Petersburg 
Irenchjuonts had been extended to HQtchoi''s Knn at a point' 
two miles above the Vaughan road croHsing of that stream 
and about a mile above Armstrong's mill, bnt were in a veiy 
incomplete condition. They did not cross or extend np the' 
ran. At Burgess's mill, where the Boydton plank-road 
crossed Hatcher's Run, there were emplacements for artillei; 
and some infantry parapets, but no line of intrenchment^ 
nor were there any farther up the run. 

The Confederate Petersbui^ lines from the Appomattox to- 
Battery 31 (west of the JemBalera plank-road) were held by 
Johnson's division. General F'H held the remainder of tha 
line, Heth on the right, WUcox on the left, Mahone in 
reserve. Hampton's two divisions of cavalry (Lee's 
Butler's) with Dearing's brigade were on the right flank. 

The general plan of the contemplated movement wss to^ 
leave sufficient force in the redoubts to hold them, and with 
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from 30,000 to 35,000 effective force of infantry, a due pro- 
portion of artillery, and Gregg's division of cavalry, about 
3,000 sti'ong, to move to our left, Hancock, with Qregg on 
lua left, to eroae Hatcher'a Eun by the Vaughan road, move 
to the Boydton plank-road past Dabney's mill, tlienoe by the 
White Oak road to its intersection with the Claiborne road, 
recroas Hatcher's Bun, near there (two miles above Bur- 
gess's mill), oad then march to the South Side Eailroad, 
striking it at a point about three miles east of Sutherland 
Station. General Parke, with the Ninth Corps, was first to 
endeavor to sni'priae the incomplete intrenehments near 
Hatcher's Kun at daylight {it was thought they were thinly 
held], but failing in that, to remain confronting them while 
the Second and Fifth Corp* moved to turn their right. 

General Warren, with the Fifth Coips, was to move to the 
vicinity of Armstrong's mill, supjwrt General Parke, and if 
his attack was sucoeBsful, to follow it up, moving on tho left 
of the Ninth Corps, If Genei'al Parke did not break the 
enemy's line. General Warren was to cross Hatcher's Eim, 
and endeavor to turn the enemy's right by rccrosaing the ran 
above the Boydton plank-i'oad bridge [Bm-gess's mill bridge), 
keeping on the right of Hancock, and, being over the 
stream, to open the Burgess's mill bridge,' 

On the 25th General Hancock withdrew Mott's and Gib- 
bon's divisions from the intrenehments and massed them 
in a concealed position in rear of the lines (General Egau 
commanding Gibbon's division in the absence of (hat 
oflicer). Milea's division held the Petersburg line from the 
Appomattox Biver to Battery 24, half way between the 
Jerusalem plank-road and the Weldon Bailroad. General 
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Hancock took with him aa efieetive infantry foi-oe of oboiu' 
1U.000. 

On the 26th Mott and Egau were moved along the I'ear 
line of intrenchments to theiieimity of the Weldon Bailroad. 
General Parke asEi^ued 1,500 men to hold hif; intrench- 
ments; General Wanea 2,500 nnder the command of 
General Baiter, to hold hia. Each had about 11,000 effec- 
tive infantry.' 

The columns were to move at half-past three o'clock in the 
morning of the 2Tth. It was a dark, rainy morning, and the 
movement in the wooded ground waa necessarily delayed, 
so that the enemy were not taken by KUi-prise, General 
Parke and General Warren, driving in their pickets, found 
their intrenchments to consist of breastworke, with abatis 
and Rlaahiiig, and held with such force as not to justify an 
attempt to cany them. Griffln was in front of tliR extreme 
right of the enemy's intrenchments, his skirmishers extend- 
ing to Hatcher's Bun. This was about nine o'clock. 

Being on the ground and satisfied that on assault here 
should not be made, and having learnt by a despatch from 
General Hancock that he had crossed Hateher's Bun, and 
consequently that the Dabney inill road was clear for Gen- 
eral Warren's troops to follow, and considering it important 
that a portion, at least, of his command should cross, and 
conununicate with Hancock as soou as possible, I directed 
him at nine o'clock to cross some of them at once at Arm- 
strong's mill, and conunnnicate with General Hancock. I 
then rode to meet General Meade and General Grant, who 
were coming out, and inform them of the condition of afiairs, 
and of the directions I had given General Warren. 

After some consultation when General Grant and General 
Meade got npon the ground. General Warren was directed 

■ QsDsnl Wimn uyg that 3.913 at Us men baA nner flnd m muiket, ud Uwt 
1,549 ot anHD wan Isoonnt ol the maniul. 
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to send a diTlsioa across Hatcher's Bud, place its liglit flank 
on the stream, move up it suppoi'ting Hancock (tiia Dabney 
m ill road was but a mile diatant from tlie run), and upon 
arriving oppoBite the right of the enemy's intrenchments, 
which Griffin was fronting, to attack it in fionk, and endeavor 
to driTe the enemy from the line, and open the way for the 
rest of the Fifth Corps and for tlie Ninth Corps. Crawford's 
division was assigned to this duty as it was nearest at Imud. 
Griffin, with Ayres supporting, was left on the north side of 
the ma, Ayres sending tie Maiyland brigade to join Ci-aw- 
ford. General Pai'ke's corps sat about intrenching in their 
front and back to our works. 

It was a quarter of twelve o'clock when the head of Craw- 
ford's division crossed tha nm, Gienerftl 'Warren accom- 
panying it. His line was formed with the right of Bragg's 
brigade on the ran, Hoffman's brigade covering the left, 
and the Maryland brigade in reserve. At half-jjaat twelve 
Crawford began to advance, but the dense low growth of 
wood, and the crookedness of the stream caused serious 
delay. A large tributary was mistaken for the main stream 
and caused still further embarrassment, the trees in and 
along it having bean slashed by the enemy, making it very 
diflicult to cross. As a guide for tha movement General 
Griffin was ordered at one o'clock to set his skirmish line at 
work, and be ready to take advantage of any effect Craw- 
ford's operations might hove. Aft«r getting over the tribu- 
tary stream, Cieneral Crawford began skirmishing. At four 
o'clock he was at the right flank of the enemy's works that 
Griffin was fronting, and the ftring became sharp. It had 
taken all that time to move a mile and a half up the stream. 
The crossing of the run was naturally difficult ; the enemy 
had dammed it, and bad slashed timber in it and on its 
bosks, and were very active in opposing Crawford's prog- 
ress. It was difficult to communicate with him. T\ki lcre«&^> 
K 13* 
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was (lenso and of great extent, tind the troops veve get^ 
ting Heparated and lout, and to enable liim to get his divi- 
sion in order General Warren directed General Crawford l9 
halt it and reform, but, at the same time, to press tarmxi 
with his skirmishers. Between General Crawford and thffi 
open ground of tbe Boydton plank -road there -was a tliickel 
forest of more than a mile, and there was no road or jtatlt 
lending to it known to any one, or that bad been ( 
across. The Dabney'a mill rood was a mile distant on OnnH 
ford's left. 

The head of General Hancock's infantry column v 
the Vanghan road crossing of Hatcher'e Enu by daylight? 
The ford had been obstructed by fallen trees. BmytlAt 
brigade of Egaa's division crossed the stream waist-deepi 
and carriBd the rifle-pits on the opposite bank in a gallant 
manner. Egan, foUowed by Mott, m.oved past Sabnej'R 
mill (the road being only a naiTow track used for carting 
lumber), and entered the Boydton road about a mile south at 
Burgess's mill . Gregg, in the meantime, crossed Hatcbo^ 
Bun below the infantry, moved along the Yaughan, and tb«l 
the Quaker road, encountering part of Hampton's troops, a 
united with the infantry on tho Boydton road soon aftO* 
they entered it. 

"When Hancock emerged from the thicket forest into t 
open ground of the plank-road he was met by the enemj^ 
artillery fii'e from Burgess's tavern and from the White OaH 
road on his left. But Beck's artillery soon silenced that a 
the enemy at the tavern. Egan was sent along the Boydtol 
road toward the Burgess's mill bridge to drive the enem 
across the run, and Mott's division was set in motion for tli 
Wiiite Oak road, Egan to follow him as soon as he was rd 
lieved by the cavalry. At this time, about one o'clock, Ge^ 
eral Hancock received instructicas from General Meade t 
halt at the plank-road, and in compliance with this inBtrW 
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tioa General Mott formed De Trobriaud's brigade looking 
towttrd the Claiborne road bridge, while General Egan witli 
Smyth's brigade drove the enemy'a troops opposing them 
here {some of Hampton's dismounted cavalrj') over the run, 
A despatch to General Hancock now notilied bim that Craw- 
ford's divisioa was feeling its way up along the south bank 
of the run, and cautioned him against the vacant space be- 
tween his right and the Fifth Corps which he was requested 
to assist in closing by extending his right. General Meade 
and General Grant now came npon the groond. 

General Egan, by Hancock's order, deployed his division 
across the plank-road at the intersection of the 'White Oak 
rood, having two of his brigades on the right of it, one on 
the left, and sent two regiments to Lis right as far as they 
could reach to connect with Crawford, whom Major Bingham, 
of Hancock's staiT, reported to be tbree-quariers of a mile on 
the right. In the meantime tho enemy placed nine grins in 
position on the north bank in front of Egan, and fire on tho 
White Oak road, from which an annoying fire was opened, 
but replied to effectively by four guiis of Beck's Buttery, 
Fifth Ai-Ullery. 

Upon the return of Major Bingham from General Craw- 
ford, CJeneral Grant and General Meade left the field, direct- 
ing General Hancock to hold his position until morning, and 
then fall back by the route he had come. The South Side 
Railroad was still six miles distant from tlie leading corps. 
It was essential to the snccess of the operation that the ob- 
jective points should have been reached during the first day. 
That liad not been done. In view of the character of the 
country oiir starting-points were too distant from our points 
of deatinatiou ; we were ignoi'ant of the topography of the 
country to be passed over. It was evident that we must ex- 
tend our intrenchmonts more to the left before advancing to 
the South Side Railroad, so as to give ns mora and better 
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Toads to move tlie infantrj columns on. In our present 
movement we had had bub a narrow cart track on which to 
pass two corps from the Vanghan to the Boydton road, a 
distance of thi'ee or (our miles. Had the Fifth Corps fol- 
lowed Hancock closelj over to the Boydton road by the Dftb- 
nej Bai7-mill road, aa origiuaUy intended, the result might 
have been more favorable. We could have carried the high 
ground on the north bank of Hatchei-'a Bun at Burgess's 
mill easily and thus have tiuned Lee'e right, and most prob- 
ably have secured a footing on the South Side Boilroad. 
But the attempted movement up Hatcher's Run failed of 
any favorable resntt. It kept two-thirds of our force at the 
right of Iiee's intrenchments subatantially doing nothing, 
when the two-tliirds should have been at the mo\-able end of 
the column. Only Wileos'a division was retained in the 
Confederate intrenchments by the presence of the Ninth and 
Fifth Gorjis in front of them. 

As the character of our movement developed itself the 
enemy concentrated Hampton's cavalry and Heth's and Ma- 
hone's divisions about the Boydton crossing of Hatchei's 
Bun ; Hampton was so placed as to attack Hancock's left 
flank and rear, while Eeth, whose most distant troops hod 
been but four miles from the bridge, opposed his advance 
toward Petersburg on the Boydtop road, and Mahone vas 
sent to cross Hatcher's Bun about a mile below Bui^ess'a 
mill, and following a narrow wood-road, make a sudden at- 
tack from the edge of the thick wood upon Hancock's right 
flank.' At the time the attack was made reinforcements of 
infanti^ were seen moving down the Boydton plank-road to 
Heth's support. 

General Hancock, knowing the views of General Meade 
and General Grant, determined to gain posaossion of the 
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high gi'ound north of Hatcher's Ituu in the vicinitj of Bur- 
gee's miU, with Egan's division, supported bj MuAUister'a 
brigEide of Mott's division. De Trobriand's brigade was on. 
the left of the plank-road, near tho intersection of the Dab- 
ney's mill road, and looking toward the npper bridgel Ker- 
■win's brigade of dismounted cavalry on his left. Piferce's 
brigade of Mott's division was supporting Matcalf s section 
of Beck's battery on the east side of the Boydton rood, 
posted on a ridge half way between Egan and De Trobriand j 
these two guns and Pierce's brigade looked noftli toward the 
loin. Constant firing, General Hancock says, had been heard 
on his right, which was attributed to Crawford's advance. 
Becoming uneasy at this firing, General Hancock sent two 
regiments of Pierce's brigade well into the wood to ascertain 
what was there, and despatched Lieutenant Stacey of liis 
staff to inform General Crawford that he was about to as- 
sault the bridge. In l&ct at that time his artillery near the 
bridge had opened, and the advance of the storming pwty 
had pushed across it, secured the bridge, and captured a 
gun. But at that moment, about four o'clock, a voUey of 
musketry immediately on his right, followed by a oontinuoua 
fire, left no doubt that the enemy was advancing on his right. 
Pierce's small force in the woods was soon overran, and the 
enemy, Mahone's division, broke out of the woods just whei-e 
Metcalf s section was placed. Changing front, Metealf fired 
a few rounds ; Pierce's brigade endeavored to change front, 
but was driven back in confusion to the plank-road where it 
rallied ; the section of artillery (two guns) fall into the 
hands of the enemy. 

At the first sound of this attack General Hancock sent 
Major Mitchell of his staff to General Egan with orders for 
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him to desist from the assault of the biidge, face to the rear, 
and attack the enemy with his whole command, Wliea 
Major Mitchell reached General Egan, he found him, " with 
the instinct of the true aolilier," General Hancock says, 
already in motion to attack the force in his rear. Mahone 
pushed rapidly across the vidge on which MetcalTa section 
and Pierce's brigade had been posted, rested his right a 
the Boydtoa road, faced south and began firing upon Da 
Trohriand and Kerwin. They had been quickly formed 
across the Boydton road just in front of the Dabney's mill 
road, and with Boder's and Beck's batteries opened on Ma- 
hone. General Egan swept down upon his flank with 
Smyth's, Willet'a, and McAlUater'a brigades, De Trobriand 
and Kervriu advancing agiiinst him at the same time. Ma- 
hone was swept from the field, and diiren into the woods in 
complete confasiou, losing two colors and several hundred 
prisoners. Matcalf atwocaptttredgnnswereretaken. Almost 
simultaneously with Mahone's attack Hampton commenced 
pressing Hancock's left and rear, and Mott's skirmishers i 
the direction of the Claibome bridge, and Gregg's cavalry 
were sharply engaged. The enemy in front had scarcely 
been driven from the ground when the firing in the rear be- 
came so brisk that General Hancock was obliged to Bead 
Gregg all his cavalry. The attack on Gregg, General Han- 
cock says, was made by &ve brigades of Hampton's cai^ry, 
and was pressed vigaro\isly until after dark, but that Gregg 
held his own. 

Upon learning what had occurred. General Meade directed 
General Warren to send a division to Hancock's support, 
but it was dark by the time it (Ayres's division) reached the 
Armstrong mill crossing. As reaerve anunnoition could not 
be got forward to Hancock by daylight the next morning, 
together with the troojjs with which it was deemed desirable 
to reinforce him, it was concluded that he should withdiftW 
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tliat night, wUicU was done, the infantry marching by tlie 
Dabnej's mill road, the cavalry by the Quaker and Vanghan 
roods. Having an iasnfBoient number of ambnlances, 250 
wounded were left in charge of aurgeons at the Eainey 
house, and on the field. It rained heavily all night. 

On the 28th, the troops weie withdrawn to their former 

Hancock's loss, according to his report, was 123 killed, 
734 wounded ; total, killed and wounded, 857. Hi" missing 
were 625. General Haneock meutiona in high terms the 
conduct of General Egau, GeneiTd Matt, General Gregg, and 
several other officers.' 

General Warren's loss was 211 killed and wounded, and iS 
missing.' 

I have not been able to find any Confedemte report or ac- 
oonnt of this day's operations ou our left, except two tele- 
graphic despatches of General Iiee fi'om Ohapiu's BlnJf, which 
are on the files of the War Department. (See foot note * for 

^ tbem itrayed Into Crawford's liooa md were captarcd. 

(he SSbta, when Ihey withdrew nofcly, thongh followed by tbe eaomy's csvnlry. 

•Oae ot WBiTcn'a atnff, with a few man, went to thn Dnydton pUnk-roBd nl 
Dl£ht fydddk on thfi morniiiij of tho ^h. flDdLaRouly CAVAlry pickfitq there, 

* *' Ociober Vith. — Oenerol Hill report! that tho eiumy crossed nowanty Crock 

Aitnwud IheEDSmy atlncked imd nuai^pnlied. TbeyatlUhoM the plBtd[-r<ud 

" aaotitr aSIA.— General Hill ropoits that tha nttank of Oenerol H»th npon tha 
finemj on tha Bojrifon plank-road, mentionod In my despatch laat evaalnj?. viu 
Duidu bj three hrigadea nudar OooerAl Mabane In front, and b; General llamiv 
bu In rear. Uahone eaptored 4U0 pdaonen, thrse uUndfi of uolorn, and six 

riDQ of the t}rldge. In chaiLt^tik Kabaeqiientlj modabj tba «i 
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thi?se despatches.) The Confederate losses must liave at least 
equalled ours. ■ 

In support of the movement to the left, General Bntler, 
having been directed to make & demonstration on the north 
side of the Jamea, sent part of the Eighteenth Corps, tmder 
General Weitzel, to make a demonstration on the Williams- 
burg road north of the White Oak swamp, and part o( the 
Tenth Corps, under General Terry, to demonstrate on the 
Charles CStj and Darby roads. tJcder cover of General 
Terry's demonstration, General Weitzel was to push through 
the White Oak swamp at Hobson's crosaing, and move np 
the Williamsburg road to the Confederate line of intreneh- 

The plan was carried out successfully, General Weitzel 
arriving at the road near the Seven Pines battlefield at one 
o'clock in the afternoon. Moving up the road toward Bich- 
mond, at the end of a mile oucl a Imlf lie found himself in 
front of the Confederate intrench men ts, which, upon exam- 
ination, Le found to be thinly held by a small body of dis- 
mounted cavalrf with three guns, and determined to attack, 
believing he could easily carry them. At the Bama time hs 
sent Colonel Holman, commanding the First Brigade, Third 
Division, colored troops, across the York Eiver Eailroad to 
find the enemy's left and turn it. 

In the meantime the enemy were not idle. On the 19th 
of October General Longstreet returned to bis corps and 
took command on the north side of the James and on the 
Bermuda Hundred front. North of tlie Jamea he had the 
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troops known as the Local Defences, under General Ewell, 
Hoke's division. Field's division, and Gary's cavalry brigade. 
These troops, in the order mentioned, held from the river to 
the White Oak swamp. Pickett's division still held tho 
Bermuda Hnndred front. 

IiongatrBet perceived on the morning of the 2^th that 
Oe&sral Butler was moving against his left, and anticipated 
tliat the heavy skirmishing from the New Market to the 
Chitries City road was designed, because of its long contina- 
once, not to precede an assault, but to cover on attempt to 
turn his left flank by pushiuij a column through the "White 
Oak swamp, taking possession of the unoccupied works oq 
the Wilhamsburg u.ud Nine Mile or New Bridge roads, and 
moving down them. He accordingly directed Field and 
Hoke to move to the left along the works, leaving only 
skirmishers in them, and sent General Gary to the Nino 
Mile road to bold the works there. Moving rapidly, the left 
of Field had just crossed the ^Williamsburg road, when 
Weitzel's skirmishers, preceding his line of battle, were ad- 
vancing to attack. 

General Weitzel had for his attacking force. Colonel 
Cullen'a brigade of his First Division, which was formed in 
line of battle on the right of the Williamsburg road, sup- 
ported by the First and Third brigades, General Marstou 
commanding the division. On the left of the road the at- 
tacking force was Colonel H. S. Fairchild'a brigade of the 
Second Division in line of battle, the division commanded 
by General Heckman. This force, preceded by akirmiahera, 
advancei' to the attack over open ground, at half past three 
o'clock, I .ut instead of the fire of a thin line, were met with 
a heavy rnusketiy fire, together with that of some guns. 
They got close to the works, but were repulsed with con- 
sideiabie loss in killed, wounded, and missing, each brigade 
losing three coloi's. 
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Colonel Holtnan ci'oseed the railroad and npoa the Netr 
Bridge road came njwa a. salient held bj aomo of Garj'a 
men, dismounted, tlie last occupied pert of the Intreneli- 
menta. This a part of the hrigade charged upon and cap- 
tured, taking two guns, but Gary then came upon the field, 
and cbafglng along the line of works, took Holman'a mei 
flank, recaptured the gnus, and forced Holman to fall back- 
As thej fell back. Colonel Eolnutn received General Weitzel's 
order to return to his command. 

Colonel Kiddoo was severely wounded in this aflair whila 
leading his regiment. 

Shortly after dark General Weitzel began to withdraw to 
the Charles Citf road, the tain, datkness, mud, and narrow 
load making it verj fatiguing for the trooi>a, who w 
marching all night. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon. General Terry ^ 
ordered to press his demonstration, and, if the ch«ioe oc- 
curred, to oaoTj the enemy's iutrenohments. This was 
t«nipted, but the whole attack was repidsed. 

The loss in the two commsmdB is not given in the reports. 
By the Table of the Adjutant General's Office it was 
tilled and wounded, and 587 missing. 

Being covered by intrcnchments, the casualties of General 
Longstreet's command must have been much less. On the 
Williamsburg road he reports his loss (Field's division and 
Gary's brigade) to have been 64 killed, wounded, and 



It may be in place here, at the close of active operationB 

in 1864, to mention that on the Tth of November, Snrgeon< 
McParlin, Medical Director of the Army of the Potomac, 
reported to General Meade, " that the number of wounded 
of the Army of the Potomac fron) May 3 to October 31, 
1864, may be considered as amounting to 57,495. This WM i 
exclusive of the Eighteenth Corps while it served with the. I 
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Army of the Potomac, and does not include the Ninth Corps 
afc the Wilderness and Spottsylvania Conrt Honse. Accord- 
ing to a memorandum of General Warren, the killed and 
wounded of the Fifth Corps during the period stated by 
Surgeon McParUn exceeded 11,000. 

In the latter part of November, the season for active opera- 
tions having ceased, General Hancock was called to Washing- 
ton by the Secretary of War to organize the new First Army 
Corps, which, it was expected, would be ready to take the 
field in the spring, when the roads and country would admit 
of the resumption of active operations. 

He had served in the Army of the Potomac with the 
greatest distinction from its earliest operations at Williams- 
burg down to the time of his leaving it, being conspicuous in 
all its battles and operations. 





CHAPTER Xn. 

• ER OP 1864-fi5— MOVEMENT TO BREAK UP 

P SUPPLY FROM HICKS- 

4ILROAD, TO PETEHS- 

iai m INTRENGHMENTS TO 

n&r a uW— THE capture AND RECAPTURE 

OP liUrtT STEDMAN - PREPARATIONS TO MOVE 

AGAINST LEE'S RIGHT FLANK AND THB DANVILLE 

AND SOUTH SIDE RAILROADS. 

The defeat of General Early at Cedar Creek on the ISth of 
October bj General Sheridan substantially closed the cam- 
paign in the Valley of Virginia. 

The Sixth Gorpe was returned to the Army of the Potomac, 
arriving before Petersburg by divisions between the 4th and 
16th of December, and Brig.-Oeneral T. M. Harm's division 
of the Army of West Virginia was also detached irom Oeneral 
Sheridan's command, and was sent to the AiTny of the James. 

About the same time Oeneral Early's corps, now com- 
manded by General Gordon, rejoined the Army of Northern 
Virginia. Kershaw's division had retuiTied to it in the lat- 
ter part of November. The Army of Northern Virginia now 
had an effective force of in&ntry amounting to 60,000.' 

' Betuin at Seoembei », 1864 : 

Oflcw*. Entuiat men. 
IA^EBt^oet'^ Pint Corpii (iDcludlng Bolce'* diiMoD). I.SOa aO.OlO 

Gotdnn"*, Second Corjx 61)5 8, ITS 

H I H'g. Third Corp* l.Oirj 1^^74 

ADdetsmi(J<ibiiK>n'gdiiririononl;). HU S,ByS 

Tot»l 8,608 Sum 

WIh'i brlgule !■ not Included In Che sbors nnniben. WIr'i brigade in iba Sa- 
turn ol December Mlth. udtliMor HoiomlKrSOtb, ud In BaCuriupiWBiUna it, ti 
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In December the Twentj-foiirtb Coqia was organized from 
the white troopa of the Army of tho James, Eind the Twenty- 
fifth Corps from the colored troopa of that aimy, to which 
Ferrero's division of tho Ninth Coi-pa waa added. General 
Ord waa in command of the Twenty-fourth Corps ; General 
Weitzel of tho Twenty-fifth. The Tenth and Eighteenth 
Corps were discontinued. 

In Jannary General Terry waa detached from the Army of 
the James, having with him General Ames's division and Col- 
onel J. C. Abbott's brigade of tho Twenty- fourth Corps, and 
General Chaa. J. Painc'a division of the Twenty-fifth Corps, 
force of 8,000 infantry, to take part with the Navy in 
the attack on Fort Fisher at the northern entrance to the 
Capo Fear River. When that was acoompliahed, he waa to 
nnite with tho Twenty-third Corps under IVIajor-Genei-al Selio- 
fielA. This corps was to be brought from tlieWeat, aud after 
ing WilKungton on the Cape Fear Eiver, was to join Gen- 
j&ni Sherman when he should advance northward from Ba- 

flll111H.ll , 

In the same month General Eoke with hia divisioii 
(whose effective strength was 5,517) woh sent to aid in the 
defence of Fort Fisher aud Wilmington. 

During the winter General Butler's oavahy division {for- 
merly Hampton's) waa allowed to return to South Carolina to 
obtain fresh horses, and fill up the ranks. General Hampton 
at the same time was placed on duty in the South. 
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Dming December General Worren, ImTing Mott's division 
of the Seooiid Corps aad Gregg's cavalry added to bia own 
corps, destroyed the Weldon Eailroad, oe far as Hieksford on 
the Meherrin Kiver, about forty miles from Potoreburg. 
General A. V. Hill was sent to iuteimpt him, but not in 
time. Tlie work was completed and the troops returned to 
their camja without his encoantoring them. 

During tlie winter the Army of Northern Virginia was 
posted in its iutrenchments in the following manner : Gen- 
eral Hill, on the Confederate right, held from Hatcher's Bnn 
to Port Gregg ; Generals Gordon and Anderson held from 
his left to the Appomattox, and General Longstreet from the 
Appomattox to the Confederate left at White Oak Swarop. 

In the course of the winter the imperfect intrenchments 
at and in the vicinity of Hatcher's Bmi were very much 
Htrengthened, and new and strong intrenchments were thrown 
up on the south side of Hatcher's Bun at the Crow house, a 
mile and a half above Armstrong's mill, and at Burgess's 
mill, where the Boydtou plank-road crosses the mn, and 
along the south side of the run covering the White Oak rooil 
as far as its intersection by the Claiborne road, then north- 
ward covering that road also as far as Hatcher's Ban, upon 
which the works terminated. Heavy slashing covered the 
front of these new works. They were not oocnpied in 
strength but watched. ' 
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The winter of 1864-65 was one of nnnsual severity, mak- 
ing the picket daty in front of the intrenchmenta very at>- 
vera. It waa especially so to the Confedemte troops with 
their threadbare, inanffieient clothing, and meagre food, 
chiefly com bread made of the coarsest meal. Meat they 
bad bnt little of, and their Subsistence Department was ac- 
tually importing it from abroad. Of coffee or tea and sugar, 
thcj bad none except in the hospitals. 

It is stated that in a seciet session of the Confederate 
Congress the condition of the Confederacy as to Bubsistenoe 
was declared to be : 

That there was not meat enoogh in the SoutheFn Conf ederuay for the 
armiea it had m tba field. 

Thftt there van not ia Viiginia eitbet meat or bread eoongh^or the 
armiea within her liniita. 

That the eopply of bread for those armleR to be obtained from other 
places depended absolutely npcn keeping open tlie nulroad oonneetiooi 
of the Sonth. 

That the meat must bo obtained from abrom! througb a aeaport. 

to mcob tiio necCBBary demands of the service. 

That the supply of freah meat to General Lee's aimy wiu preoariona, 
and if the army fell back from Riohmoud and Petersburg, tliat tlieio 
was ecciy probability that it would ceaao altogether. 

The condition of the deserters who constantly came into 
onr lines dttring the winter appeared to prove that there was 
no exaggeration in this statement. 

. Some time in February the Confederate commissariat was 
got into better condition, and Lee's army was better rationed 
from that time until the fall (i£ Eicbmond and Petersburg, 
and I'oserve d^pflts were maintained at Bichmond, Lynch- 
burg, Danville, and Greensboro', containing three and a half 
millions rations of meat and two and a half millions rations 
of bread. But the rolling stock of the railroads was so worn 
that it could no longer bring the necessary number of rations 
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to Lee's anay in addition to the other reqnireniejits made 
upon it. 'Wagon trainB were resorted to wherever piao- 
ticable. 

It was reported that aappliea were brought to Fetersbnrg 
\}j wagon trains from Hicksford on the Weldon Batlrood, 
the route of the trains being up the Meherrin River to the 
Boydton plonk road, and thence on that road through Din- 
widdle Court Hoase to Petereburg. To intercept those 
trains, and break up this route of supply, General Oregg 
was directed to march at three o'clock in the morning of the 
fifth of February, by way of Beams's Station to Dinwiddie 
Court House, move up and down the Boydton plank j 
and endeavor to intercept the trains said to be on it, and do 
such (Rher injury as he was able to the enemy in that direo- 
tion. , General Warren was directed to cross Hatcher's Bun 
below the Vaughan road, and take position on tliat road, 
half way between Hatcher's Kuu and Dinwiddie Court Honse, 
aud support Genei-al Gregg. General Humphreys, oom- 
manding the Second Coi'ps since the retirement of General 
Hancock from it, was directed to take his two reserve ■ 
siona to the crossing of the Vaughan road over Hatcher's 
Knn, and to Armstrong's mill, hokl those two jxiints, keep 
up communication i^ith General Warren {fom- miles distant] 
and support him ; and also keep up commnnicatiou with o 
intreDchmeuts, between three and four miles off.' 

At the Vaughan road crossing the run was found to ba 
dammed and obstructed by fallen trees aud held by a few 
infantry who vrere merely on the lookout, and were soon 
persed, and Mott's division put in position on the south side 
of the run. General Smyth's division wa.t established or 
north side of the run at Armstrang's milL They both in- 
trenched sulSciently. Communication was opened tritb 
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Genenil Warren. Oppoaito Smyth's centre the enemy's new 

intrenchmenta were in full view, about one thousand yards 

distant. Opposite his left they were hidden by woods. His 

right ve3t«(l on a small, wooded awamp. On the right of 

this swamp was the open ground of the Thonipaon house, 

in frant of which waa a wood extending to the enemy's in- 

trenchments. A road led from those intrenchmenta through 

this wood to the open ground at Thompson's. Fiffther to 

the right was another swamp. To ait down in tlua way all 

day close to the enemy's iutrenchmeuta was to invite an at- 

[ .tempt on one's flanlis, and I anticipated that one would bo 

L made on Smyth'a right, expecting the enemy to come along 

Y the wood road into the open ground at Thompson's. I 

ktberefore brought over McAllister's brigade of Mott'a divi- 

a and put it along the edge of the wood, though it did 

r half the space that should have been occupied. 

[■ Sobaequently, with General Meade's authority, I eent to 

L ■General Miles for a brigade, which arrived in due time. 

UoAUister intrenched the whole line. 

A little after five o'clock the enemy's artillery opened upon 

myth, and his infantry, moving along the edge of tho wood 

I in front of Smyth's right, made a determined attack. At the 

aame time a column of infantiy emerged from the woods 

into the open grotrnd of the Thompson house by the road 

already mentioned, evidently expecting to find it unoccupied, 

»nd that they would take Smyth in flank and rear. But 

I McAIlifiter had been in his intrenchments on the right of 

ll.&is road, and had juat drawn hia brigade out and formed 

t of it perpendicular to them. He promptly opened a 

aavy and unexpected fire upon the enemy's column, which 

I back at once through the woods to their intrenchments. 

nSmyth had by this time repulsed the attack on his front, but 

I'the enemy's artillery kept up a fire upon both Smyth and 

[HcAlliater for eome time after. 

X.IL—U 
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General Lee, adiiaed of our appearance on his right flank, 
and being with good reason senaitire to any movement upon 
it, had concentrated parts of Hill's and Gordon's corps to 
meet it. It ivaa tliis force that made the attack jost de- 
scribeil. General Lea Bays of it : "In the afternoon, parts 
of Hill's and Gordon's troops demonatntted against the 
enemy on the left of Hatcher's Bun, near Armstrong's mill. 
Finding him intrenched they were withdrawn after dark," 

Upon ascertaining, what force of the enemy was here. 
General Meade ordered Hartranft's division of the Ninth 
Corps and Wheaton's of the Sixth to join me, and when 
they arrived in the night they were placed on my right. 

General Gregg u]X)n reaching the Boydton road captured , 
some wagons and prisoners, but found that the rood was 
bnt little nsed, and returned in the evening to Malone's 
bridge on Kowttntj Creek. From this jilaee he was ordered 
up to the Vaughan road crossing, where he arrived early in 
the morning of the 6th with General Wotten, who had also 
been ordered to the same point. 

A recoanoiseance on the morning of the 6th showed that 
the enemy waa not outaide his intrenchments north of the 
nm. Warren, with Gregg, was in position on the sonOi 
bank. Wheaton's division and De Trobriand's brigade were 
held ready to sujiport him, Mott'a division having been 
brought to the north bank of the ran. 

About 1 o'clock in the afternoon General Warren made a 
reconnoiasonce with Crawford's division along the Vanghon 
and Dabney's mill roads, Ayres following on his left, Gregg 
being sent down the Vaughan rood to Gravelly Bnn to watoh 
the left. GrifSn remained in reserve and with port of his 
division supported Gregg, who was heavily attacked by a 
part of Pegram's division of Gordon's corps, which, however, 
with the support GriiBn gave him he pressed back. Craw- 
ford «lso encountered a jjart of Pegram's division, which he 
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forced back to Dabnej'a mill, where Evaas's division of 
Gordon's corps cama to hia support, and Crawford in turn 
had hia left flank forced back. Two brigades of Ayrea were 
now brought np to Crawford's support, and one brigade of 
Griffin's division, and at the same time Mahoae's division 
arrived and formed between Evans and Pegram. The 
enemy's whole line then advanced to the attack, and spite of 
the esertions of the leading officers and the good conduct of 
many of the men, Warren's line gave way and fall back 
rapidly, but with little loss. General Wheaton's leading bri- 
gade came upon the scene of action at this time and got into 
line ; others reformed with it, and the enemy was checked. 

A laige part of one of General Warren's divisions was com- 
posed of new troops. 

General Warren made a reconnoissance on the 7th, meeting 
the enemy, hut not in force. 

He states that the enemy in his encounters with them met 
■with losses nearly equal to his own. General Pegram was 
killed when his division was forced back to Dabney'a mill. 

General Wan'en's total loss, including the cavaliy, was 
■1,165 killed and wounded and 154 missing. 

The loss of the Second Corps was 138 killed and wonnded, 
uuong them, Colonel Murphy, Sisty-ninth New York, 
commanding Second Brigade, Second Division, mortally 
wounded. Wheaton's division lost 17 killed and wounded. 

Our in trench menta were now eitended to Hatcher's Kuu 
at the Vaughan road crossing, and the Second Cor])s held the 
left of the army, the Sbfth Corps taking the intreuchments 
Bt Port Piaher and the Signal Tower. The Fifth Coips 
was massed in rear of the left. 

During the whole period of our partial investment of 
Petersburg and Bichmond, there were frequent affiura on 
the picket lines, especially in front of the Petersburg in- 
trenchments, where the afiaii' sometimes became of a serious 
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clmracter, drawing' into it biigaduB, sometimes a division. 
Some of these sacounters occun^d at points where the lines 
were so close as to cause apprebeoeion of a HUCoeBsful night 
attack, and hence the etfort to force back the pieketa. Theee 
attacks gave occa»<ion for tbe exhibition of dexterity and 
daring on both sides, bnt did not result in an; appreciiible 
modification of the lines. The loss they ent&iled in killed 
and wounded was by no means tiifling. 

On the 27th of Febraary General Sheridan, with two di- 
visions of cayalry, moved from "Winchester up the valley of 
the Shenandoah to Staunton, thence to Charlottesville, de- 
stroying the railroad between those towns, and from Char- 
lottesville toward Oordonsville, and hlso to within a short 
distance of Lynchburg. The James Kiver Canal was also 
destroyed from New Market to near Goochland Cmirt Honse, 
completely obliterating it as a line of supply. On tbe 27th 
of March he formed a junction with the Armies ot the 
Potomac and the James. 

Tliere liad liecn indiiiations for some time past that 
General Lee would abandon his Petersburg and Richmond 
intrenchments for the purpose of uniting with General 
Johnston, then in front of Sherman, and Genciul Grant n 
appiehensive this might bo done before he was prepared for 
an effective pursuit. Accordingly on the 2ith of March he 
issued the order for the movement to the left on the 29th 
by the armies operating against Richmond, with a vie" 
destroy the Danville and the South Side (Lynchburg) rail- 
roads, turn Lee's right, and forco him to aliandon his 1 
trenchmentfi. Indeed as early as the lith of March instruc- 
tions had been issued to tlie Army of the I'olomaa for its 
guidance, in anticipation of a general movement. 

Early in March, it was determined in a conference between 
Mr. Jefferson Davis and General Lee, that as soon as 
roadu would admit ot movement, the Richmond and Peters- 
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f harg linea should be abanilonod, and the Anaj of Northern 
I Tirginin move to Danville, unite with General Johnatoa anil 
Bttaok General Sherman. Preparations were made accord- 
ingly. General Lee proposed in the meantime to make a 
sortie in order to gain some of the works on the right of the 
line held bj the Army of the Potomac near the Apponiattoi 
Biver, and the ridge in their rear, with the expectation that 
this wonld obhge General Grant to concentrate there by 
drawing in his left, and thus postpone the threatened neces- 
sity for abandoning Eiehmond and Petersburg until the 
weather was favorable for falling ba*^ to Danville. This 
being assented to. General Gordon was selected for the ser- 
vice, and his corps was' bronght to the intrenchmeats nearest 
Petersburg, with its left on the Appomattox. The point of 
attack was Fort Stedman, where the opposing lines were only 
(me hundred and fifty yards apart ; the picketa fifty yards 
L j^fflrt. General Gordon was sanguine fhat this redoubt oould 
I be taken by a night assault, and that through the breach 
1 Ihoa made a sufficient force could be thrown to disorganize 
B vid destroy Grant's left wing before he could recover and 
I flonoentrate his forces from the right. 

General Gordon says General Lee placed at his disposal, is 
[' addition to his own coips, a ijortion of A. F. Hill's and a por- 
L of Longstreet's, and n detaohiuent of cavalry, in all 
^ iriwnt one-half of the Army. 

The attack was well arranged ; picked men preceded the 
I fltorming party to cut away the fraise and abatis in front of 
tiie intrenchmcnts ; the storming party was followed by three 
oolunms, which were to push through the gap made by tlie 
oaptnre of Fort Stedman and seize three forts on the high 
ground that commanded Fort Stedman, and the lines on the 
right and left of it. These forts were supposed to be open 
at the gorge. But, in point of foot, there were no such forts. 
The redoubts that had a comiuauding fire upon Fort Sted- 



318 THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OP -64 ASD '85 

roan and the lines and open batteries on its right and left, 
'n'ere on the main line. In front of tbem was the line of ia- 
trenehments erected liy our troojia on the 18th of June, which 
probably led to the misapprehension of General Gordon. 

A diTiaiou of infantry, moving by its left flank, was to 
follow the three detachments, and when halted and fronted 
was to move down our intrenchnients to our left^ being 
joined by the other troops as their fronts were cleared. 
Next were the cavalry, who were to cat our telegraphic lines 
and destroy the ponton bridges over the Appomattox. Next 
all the remaining forc%was to unite in the attack. 

The Ninth Corps was on oni right, holding from the Ap- 
pomattox to Fort Howard, a line about ecTea miles in length. 
General TVillcox on the right. General Potter on the left. 
General Hartranft in reserve, his right at the Dunn house, 
liis left near Fort Howard. Taking adi'antnge. General 
Parke aaja, of the order allowing deserters to bring their 
arms with them, the enemy at balf-paat four in the morning 
of the 25th quietly gained possession of several picket posts, 
the storming party instantly followed, and with a rush over- 
powered the trench guard, broke the main line between Bat- 
teries 9 and 10, turned to the right and loift, gained Battery 
10, overpowered the garrison of Fort Stedman after a spir- 
ited resistance, capturing the greater part of it, and then 
turned its artillery, four 12-pQunders, and the guns of Bat- 
tery 10 against Willcox'a troops ; but not until they had been 
used effectively by the garrison. Batteries 11 and 12, open 
works, were also captured. It was so dai'k, General Parke 
says, that friends could not be distinguished from foes, and 
artillery could not therefore at first be used, but Brigadier- 
General McLaughlin, whose brigade occupied this part of 
the line, opened a mortar flre on Batteiy 11, and recaptored 
it with the bayonet, but entering Fort Stedman in ignomi(» 
of its capture, was hintselt taken prisoner. 
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As soon ns General Faf ke learnt what Imd occarred he or- 
dered General Willooi to recapture the works, General Hart- 
ranft to conoeutrate and support him, aiid General Tidball 
to post his artillery on the high ground in reskr of the main 
line, and open at oneo, together vrfth the artillery in the forts 
on the right and left of Fort Stedman. General Hartrantt 
promptly concentrated his division, and while doing so, with 
one oi hia regiments and some of Willcos'a troops, attacked 
the enemy's skirmishers, who were moving in the direction 
of City Point and were already at onr military railroad and 
telegraph line, and di'ove them bock to their own troops in 
our works.' The enemy now moved from Fort Stedman and 
assaulted the foi'ta on the right and left of it, but were re- 
pulsed. By half-post seven General Pai'ke had regained Bat-' 
teties 11 and 12, had drawn a coMon of troops around Fort 
Stedman and Battery 10, had forced the enemy back into 
them, and had concentrated a &re upon them from all the 
artlUery in the works and on the high ground in rear that 
bore upon them. General Hartranft was assigned to the re- 
capture of Fort Stedman and Battery 10. At a. quarter of 
eight o'clock he advanced to tho attack and carried the fort 
irith comparatively small loss. The cross-fire of artillery and 
infantry on the space between the lines prevented the enemy 
■who were in our works from eseaping, and reinforcements 
from coming to them. Many were killed and wounded try- 
ing to get back to their own lines ; 1,949 prisoners, including 
71 officers and nine stands of colors, fell into General 
Parke's hands. His loss was 494 killed and wounded and 
623 missing ; a total of 1,017. 

General Gordon says that guides were sent with the 
nanders of the detachments that were to seize the forts in 
Tear of Stedman, but that the guides were lost or had de- 
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Bfli'ted, aoil tlJiit tbo coirunanderB could not find the forts' 
wiiicb, oa I have nU'eady explained, wore in fact on the main 
line. Nearly all of the troops composing these detachments 
were killed or captured. 

Geneml Gordon says that " a large body of the troops 
Bent by General Lee from General Longstreet's oorpa vera 
delayed by the breakiug dowa of trains, or by some other 
canae, and did not ariive at the appointed hour, nhich 
caused so great a delay that we did not get in the fort and 
upon the enemy's flank at as early au hoar as was eiLpected, 
and daylight found us with the plau only half execated." 

Genei'al Meade had passed the night of the 24th at City 
Point, the telegraph to which place was cut by the enemy. 
At hidf-past five General Parke telegraphed General Webb, 
Chief of Stafi', what had occui-red, and at a i^uarter-past six 
learnt in reply that Genera! Meade was at City Point, and 
that he. General Parke, was in command (being the senior 
in rank). He then directed General Wright to send him a 
division, which got to the ground just as our works were re- 
taken, and General Warren, who had the Fifth Corps under 
arms ready to move toward General Parke's right, to move 
up with his corps. By the time the works were retaken tele- 
graphic communication with General Meade at City Point 
was opened. 

At a quarter before six I received a telegram from General 
Hunt, Chief of Artillery, informing me that the enemy bad 
broken through onx right, captured Fort Stedman and were 
moTing toward City Point. I at once got the Second Corps 
under arms ready to move, ordered the division commanders 
to make strong reconnoissances and ascertain the condition 
of the enemy in my front, and to attack their intrenched 
picket line with a view to aaaaulting their main works, if the 
force holding them, had been materially weakened. This 
was duly communicated to General Parke and Oeneral 
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Meoi]?, and approved by them. The intrenched picket line 
of the enemj v/ob t^aptm^d, and our line was advanced be- 
yond it under the close lire of the artiUer; and muakotry of 
their main worka, which i)roved to be held by a force suffi- 
cient to maintain them against asaault. In fact, Generol 
Hill's force here had not been reduced, probably in expecta- 
tion of a counter-attack. Under cover of the artillery and 
musketry fire of their worka the enemy moved out repeat- 
edly with strong foree at several points to recapture theii' 
picket intrenchmenta, but were always driven back. 

The loss of the Second Coi-pa was 513 killed and wounded 
and 177 missing ; total, 690. 

The enemy's number of killed and wounded was probably 
about the same as that of the Second Corps ; 358 ofiice^aud 
eolisted men were captured from them. 

General Wright also attacked and captured the enemy's 
intrenched picket line, losing about 400 in the eucountei's, 
and capturing 5i7 prisoners. 

It was this capture of the intrenched picket line of the 
anemy that made it practicable for General Wright to carry 
the enemy's main line of intreucbmeDts by assault on the 
morning of the 2d of April. 

The total loss of the enemy in the operations of the 25th 
I of March mast have been nearlj 4,000 ; oars, about 2,000. 
14* 
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MOVEMENT TO TUBS LEE'S BIGHT-ACnON8 OP WHTTB 
OAK RIDGB AND DINWIDDIB COURT HOUSE— THE 

BATTLE OP FIVE FORKS-LBE'B IKTKENCHMBNTa 
WEST OP PETERSBURG CARRIED- HE ABANDONS THE 
RICHMOND AND PETEKSBURG LINES, AND BETBBATS 
TOWARD DANVILLE, 

HjtftNO establitthed his army at Ooldsboro', North Coro- 
lioa, about 115 miles sonth of Fetersborg, General Sbennau 
visited Genei-al Grant at City Point on the 27th of March, 
and stated, as he had dcine before by letter, that he would be 
ready to move by the 10th of April, if it should be neeeHsary 
to bring his army in co-operation with the forces in front of 
Richmond and Petersbnrg. He proposed, in the event of 
soch a movement, to threaten Baleigh, and then, turning 
suddenly to the right, reach the Boanoke Biver near Weldon 
(60 miles south of Petersbnrg), from vhich point he could 
move to the Biohmoud and Danville Bailroad at its junction 
with the Petersburg and Lynchbnrg Bailroad, Burke's junc- 
tion, which would cut off Lee's retreat to Danville and to 
Lynchburg, or could join the armies opei-ating against Bich- 
mond, as might be deemed best. This plan, Gieneral Grant 
says, he was directed to carry out, if, in the meantime, he 
received no fni'ther directions. The movement ordered for 
the 29th of March was explained to him. 

Apprehensive that General Lee might any night abandon 
his intrenchments, and being satisfied that he wonld do so 
as soon as he heard that General Sherman had crossed the 
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■Roanoke, Genera! Grant determined uot to delay the move- 
ment ordered for tlie 29th, but to take the initiative. 

On the night of the 27th, General Ord, commanding the 
Army of the James, taking with him GeneiBl Gibbon, willi 
Turner's and Foster's divisiona of the Twenty-fourth Coi-ps, 
Brigadier-General Bimey's division (colored) of the Twenty- 
fifth Corps, and General Mackenzie's cavalry (formerly 
Kantz's) made a secret march ot 36 miles to the left of the 
Army of the Potomac, taking post in rear of the Second 
Corps on the evening of the 28th. He managed this move- 
ment BO well that the enemy remained in ignoiance of it un- 
til the 2d ot April. 

General Devens's division of Gibbon's corps remained in 
the intrenchments on the north side of the James; Geneial 
Weitael'H two divisions of the Twenty-fifth Corps in the 
Bermuda Hundred intrenchments, he having command there 
and on the north side of the James. 

tJpon the resumption of active operations in the spring of 
1865, the effective force of the two contending armies, ac- 
cording to the latest returns of each, was as follows : 

The effective force of infantry of the Army of the Potomao 
was 69,000 ; of field artillery, 6,000, with 243 guns. 

Tlie effective force of infantry ot the Army of the James was 
32,000 ; of field artillery, 3,000, with 126 guns ; and of caval- 
ry, 1,700. General Ord took with him, on the 27tli of March, 
abont one-halt the infantry and all the cavalry of hia anny. 

The present for duty of the enlisted men of cavalry under 
Geaei-al aheriiUn was 13,000. 

Total of all anna of the three independent commands 
124,700. 

The effective force of Lee's infantry was not less than 
I 46,000 ; of his field artillery, not less than 6,000 ; and of his 
-, 6,000 ; making a total of not less than 67,000.' 
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Ou the 28th nl March Geuei'al Gnuit iostructed Geueml 
Sberiilau to move at aa earlj hour on the moming of tba 
29th, croaa Hatcher's Uun helow where it would bo crossed 
by the Fifth Corps (at Monk's Neck bridge), pass near to or 
through Dinwiddio Court House, and reach the right and 
rear of the enemy as soon as practicable. He was informed 
that the Second and Fifth Corps would be in position on the 
Vaughan road, south of Hatcher's Run, extending to, or near 
to UinwidiUe Couilr Ho\tse. It was not the intention, he 
said, to attack the enemy in his intrenched position, but to 
force him out, if possible, with a view to attacking him. 
Should the enemy remain within his main intrenched line, ' 
then General Sheridan might " cut loose and push for the 
Danville Eoad." If practicable, he waa to cross the South 
Side Railroad between Petewburg and Bnrkeaville, destroy 
it 88 ranch aa pratitieable without interfeiing with the com- 
plete deatmction of the Danville Railroad, which he waa to 
strike as near the Appomattox as posaible. That being done, 
the Soath Side Bailroad west of BnrkeBville was to be simi- 
larly destroyed. 

Having accomplished the destmction of these two roads, 
he might return to the two armies, or join General Sherman. 
These instnictions were preliminary, and might be changed 
on the following day. 

Qenetsl Humphreys was directed to cross Hatcher's Bun 
by the Vanghan road on the moming of the 29th, as soon 
as General Ord's troops occupied the intrenchments held 
by the Second Corps, and take position with his right near 
Hatcher's Bub, and his left in communication or connection 
with the Fifth Corps, and advance toward the enemy's po- 
sition. 

General Warren was directed to cross Hatcher's Run at 
Monk's Neck bridge early on the moming of the 29th, bat 
not to proceed beyond the junction of the Vanghan and 
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Qunker roads nntQ the Second Corps was in position, whea 
he would advance toward the enemy by the Boydton road, 
his right connecting with the Second Corps ; bat at mid- 
day on the 29th he was directed to moTe up the Quaker 

I toad. 

I General Wright was du'ected to bold bimseli ready to with- 
draw the Sisth Corpa from the intrenchments it wag hold- 
ing; General Parke to remain in the intrenchments manned 
by the Ninth Corps, and be prepared to take up t!ie retiuii- 
worka from hia left at Fort Sedgwicik, when the Sisth Coips 
Bhonld be withdrawn. 

In accordance with these instructions. General Sheridan 
inarched to Dinwiddle Court House on the 29th, by way of 
Beants's Station and Malone's crossing of Eowanty Creek, 
encountering only small pickets of the enemy's cavah'j ; but 
learning that a strong force of the enemy's cavaby was on the 
south side of Stony Creek, near the railroad depot, Custer'a 
division was directed to remain near Malone's crossing to 
protect the trains. Tliis Confederate cavalry force consisted 

I of W. H. F. Lee's and Boaaer's divisions. 

I General Warren, moving aa dii-ected, after advancing Grif- ' 

r in's division to within two miles of Dinwiddie Court House, 
withdrew it to the Quaker road, imdcr hia modified instruc- 
tions, and in the afternoon moved up that road, GiilBn in 
advance. About a mile from ita junction with the Boydton 
plank-road, in the vicinity of the steam sawmill, his leading 
brigade, General Chamberlain's, came in contact with Wise's 
and Wallace's brigades of Anderson's command, when a 
sharp engagement took i)lace, in which the enemy was forced 
to fall back into their intrenchmonta on the White Oak road, 
after sufEeriug severely, losing some 200 prisoners, besides 
the wounded left on the field. A portion of Bartletf a 1)ri- 
gade took ■poii, in the action toward its close. The loss in 
Orifiin's division was 367 killed and wounded. Brigadier- 
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GeaenU. Sickle among tiis latter. The loss of tbe eneiii^ 
was evidently greatev. 

Gienornl Humphrej's, taking position as directed, moved 
fonrtu'd, meeting witli little opposition until darkness put a 
stop tc further 

jvement of our troops was perceived by 
5 of the 29th, General Lee sent 
Genen I Andereon, witli Buahrod Johnson's division and 
Wise 'a ■! brigade, to the extreme right of liis intreuohmenta 
along the Wliite Oak road, A part of tliis force, as we have 
I, encountered Gritfiu's division in the afternoon of that 
day. Pickett's division, which had been relieved from the 
charge of the Bermuda Hnudred intrencliments by Slahone'a 
division early in March, was likewise transferred to the bk- 
trenie right of the intronclunouts, reaching there at daylight 
oa the 30th. 

General Fitz Iiee's division was on the extremo left of the 
Confederate army, when, on March 28th, General Lee, learn- 
ing that Sheridan's cavalry was held on the left of the Army 
of the Potomac, and surmising that it was to move against 
' the South Side Railroad and his right rear, directed General 
Fitz Lee to move at once to Five Forks, assume the com- 
mand of all the cavalry, and with the infantry aapports he 
would send, attack General Sheridan in that vicinity. Gen- 
eral Fitz Lee arrived at Sutherland Station with his division 
on the night of the 29th. 

General Hill extended to his right in the course of the 
night of the 29th, and early in the morning of the 30th, Mc- 
Gowan's and McEae's brigades, moving into the intrench- -, 
ments ou the White Oak road on Johnson's left, Scales's and * 
Cooke's brigades into the intrenchments in front of Burgess'sf 
mill and along the south side of Hatcher's Bun, probablyi 
including the Crow house intrencMnents, while Lane's, Da- ' 
vis's, McComb's, and Thomas's brigades held those maiu-l 
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tained by Hill north of Hatcher's Run. General Heth cora- 
iDEiuded the brigades south of the run, General Wiloox those 
north of it.' 

In the course o£ the 29th, General Grant instructed Gen- 
eral Sheridan not to move figainst the enemy's railroavla fur 
the present, but to endeavor, on the following morning, to 
push around the enemy and get oa his right rear. 

The rain fell heavily all the night of the 29tb, and ail the 
day, tendering the roads impassable tor artilleiyand 
wagons until corduroyed. The country was flat, covered 
generally with dense forest and tangled undergrowth, with 
numerons small, swampy streams, that, owing to the flatness 
of the couutry, did not drain the downfall quickly. The 
soil was a mixture of clay and sand, partaking in some places 
of the nature of quicksand. 

On the 30th General Humphi-ey.s continued liia advance, 
driving the enemy inside his intrenchments along Hatcher's 
Bun from the Crow house to the Bojdton road, pressing 
close up against them, but not assaulting. 

General Warren moved up the Quaker and Boydton roads 
M far as the Dabney Mill road, and occupied a line coveiing 
the Boydton road as far as Gravelly Run. A reconnoissance 
iraa made by General Ayres's division northwestward to the 
vicinity of the point where the White Oak road intrench- 
ments turned north to cover the Claiborne road, and a picket 
line was eatabhshed in that vicinity, supported by a part of 
luB division, the other part remaining on Giiftin's left in ad- 
■Tuice of the Boydton road. 

General Sheridan directed General Merritt to gain posses- 
sion of Five Forks with Devin's division, supported by 
Davies's brigade of Crook's division, while General Crook 
guarded the Boydton road crossing of Stony Greek. Gen- 
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eral Merritt advanced to the forks of the rood, near J. Boia- 
Beua's, from which point recounoissances were sent on tha 
loft band or Five Forki) rood, and on the right hand rood 
leading post Dr. Boiaseau's to the Wiit« Oak rood. On 
both these roads the enemy's cavalry was encountered and 
heavy Bkirmishing ensued. Devin halted for the night at 
the forks near J. Boianeau's. 

Early on the morning of the 30th, Oeneral Fitz Lee 
marched to Five Forks by the most direct rood, and advan- 
cing toward Dinwiddie Court House, encountered Sheridan' 
cavalry, when sharp skirmishiug ensued, in which Lee lost 
general officer wounded. At dark General W. H. F. Leo 
and General Rosaer joined him. At sunset General Pickett 
arrived at Five Forka, by way of the ^Tiite Oak road, with 
Corae'a, Terry's, and Steuart'a brigades of his own division, 
and fionsom's and WaUace's brigades of Johnson's division. 
General Sheridan was soon made awaro of Pickett's Birival 
there, and reported it to General Grant. 
According to the Bebuni of Febniaiy 20th, the cavalry di- 
^t visions of the two Lees numbered 5,760 enlisted men, in- 

^M eluding Roberts's brigade, which, under the orders of General 

^H Anderson, picketed the White Oak road from the right of 

^B the Confederate intrenchments to Five Forks. The infantiy 

^^B under Pickett, by the same return, numbered about 3,600 en- 

^^M listed men of his own division and 3,000 of Johnson's, mak- 

^H ing a total of 6,600. Hunton's brigade, of Pickett's division, 

^H and Folton's and Moody's brigades, of Johnson's division, to- 

^B gether with Wiae's brigade, remained in the intrenchments 

^H along the White Oak road. 

^H Upon arriving at Five Forks, General Pickett aBsomed 

^H command of the operation to be undertaken the following 

^B morning against General Sheridan. In connection with 

^H Pickett's attack. General Lee intended to get on the left flank 

^H of the Fifth Corps, with port of Hill's and Anderson's troops. 
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and roll it up, ths troops that remajned in tbo intrencbmeiita 
to join auceeaaivelj this flank nttacking force as it arrived in 
front of the intrenchments held by them. In this way ho 
hoped to defeat the attempt upon the South Side Railroad 
and hia right reaj'. 

General Lee'a hue vaa now so extended on his right that 
it was apparent that some part of it must be very thinly held, 
snd Generals Ord, Wright, and Parke were directed on the 
80th to ascei-tain the feasibility of carrying the intrenchments 
in their fronts by assault. Both Generals Wright and Parke 
reported that it was pnicticable to carry them in that way. 

It was now General Grant's intention to reinforce General 
Bhoridan with an infantry corps to enable liim to turn Ijee's 
right, and while he was accomplishing this to assault the 
Petersbittg lines with the other infantry corps ; but the con- 
dition of the roads pierented immediate movement. 

Ijate in the afternoon General Warren, in reporting the 
result of General Ayres'a reconnoissance, suggested that a 
division of the Second C!oi"ps should take Griffin's place dur- 
ing the night, and that the Kfth Corps should occupy the 
"White Oak road early the next morning, an important object, 
since it would cut Lee's direct communication with Pickett 
L ait Five Forks. This was so far approved that General 
I Humphreys was directed to relieve General Griffln'a division 
I during the night (which was done with Miles's division be- 
fore daylight of the 31st), and General Warren was directed 
to place Crawford's and Griflin's divisions within supporting 
distance of Ajres. General Ayres was directed by General 
Warren to reinforce his advance by daylight of the Slst with 
his whole division. General Crawford to hold his command 
teadj to follow General Ayrea, and General Griifin to take 
up the position Ayres had held at Mrs. Butler's, as soon as 
his division was relieved by troops of the Second Coips. Tlie 
position taken by General Ayrsa was in the open ground on 
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tbo aoutli side of the White Oak roa<], near W. Dabney's, 
and about 600 yards from that road. 

At 7 A.M. of the 31at Oeoeral Crawford waa ordered to 
move ont to the Holliday houae, al>out 600 yards in rear of 
Ayres, and eiipport him. General Grifln vras about 1,000 
yards in rear of Crawford on the south or east aide of a 
branch of Gravelly Run, which had become very mnch 
GwoUen during the night, aod waa on that account diffienlt 
to eroHB. 

At 8 o'clock General AyrcB was infoi-mej of Pickett's 
presence at Five Forks, about four miles from his left, and 
\ia3 cautioned to be prepared for an attack against hie left 
flank as well as on his fi'ont. General Ayres formed his 
division, with Oenernl Winthrop's brigade looking north 
fronting the White Oak road, General Denison's Maryland 
brigade along a ravine on Wintlirop's left looking west, his 
third brigade somewhat to Winthrop's right, and a brigade 
which Crawford sent him iu rear of his centre. 

At half-past eight o'clock corps commanders were notified 
that there would be no movement of troops that day, owing 
to the almost impassable condition of the roads and country, 
caused by the continuous heavy rain that had fallen. But 
at 9.40 A.u. General Warren telegraphed General Meade that 
the enemy's pickets covered the White Oak road, and that 
be had sent word to General Ayres to drive them off or ascer- 
tain with what force the enemy held the road. General 
Meade replied to this, that if his reconnoissance shonld show 
that he could get possession of and hold the White Oak 
road, he was to do so, notwithstanding the order to snspend 
operations during the day. 

General Lee, in furtherance of his plan of attacking the 
left flank of the Fifth Corps on the morning of the Slat, 
directed General McGowan to take his own brigade and 
0racie'a (commanded by Colonel Sanford) and move ont of 
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the intrenchments by the White Oak road, get aoroas the 
flank of the Fifth Cotps, and attack. General Huaton's 
brigade was drawn np on the edge of the wood along the 
north Bide of the White Oak road, fronting the open ground 
of W. Dabney. General Wiae'a brigade was (ormed on his 
left, bat at precisely what honr does not appear. General 
liee was on the gronnd, directing the movement in person. 

General McGowon had not quite got into the position he 
intended to take, and General Hunton had jnst formed hia 
brigade, when, at eleven o'clock. General Winthrop'a brigade 
moved forward, supported on the right by the Third Bri- 
gade, commanded by General James Gwjn. When within 
50 yards of the White Oak road the enemy's line of battle 
moved forward out of the wood bctoso the road into tha 
open field to meet them, and the firing began. Seeing that 
Le had a much superior force to encounter, General Win- 
throp faced hia brigade about. General Ajrea aays, and 
marched back across the field in good order. It was now 
General Ayres's intention to form his line of battle along the 
edge of the wood on the south side of the field, but the sup- 
porlfi could not be held, due, in part, he saya, to the enemy's 
attack on his left flank at the same time that the front at- 
tack was made. Again he endeavored to form his troops 
along a ravine, but iu tliis he also failed, and they fell book 
to the gronnd they had occupied the day before, behind » 
branch of Gravelly Run, where Griffin was in position, and 
to the intrenchments along the Boydton road, along the 
left of Milea's division. Brigadier-General Denison was 
among the wounded. Crawford's division fell back in oon- 
fuflion, Colonel Kellogg attempting with his brigade to make 
a stand, but uselessly. 

General Hunton, in hia testimony before the Warren Court 
of Inquiry, says of this affair that he had sc-arcelj formed 
line of battle when a lai'geforceof infantiy marched out upon 
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tbem ; that he hnd no orders to attack or charge, bat that a 
lieutenant in his brigade, promoted for gallantry, rushed out 
from hia cjompany, waved his sword, and aaid, " Follow me, 
boys," and from that the three brigades, McGowan's, Graeie's, 
and his own, made the cha^e. General McGowan says of 
it, that he had not completed his moyemeat to the right 
aorosB the left flnnk of Ayres when the firing in front began, 

and he at once r^^ — ^ ''-* -' 1 to be made; tliat it was 

succassftd : and i my attempted to rally two 

or three times, yet t y iven from the ground and 

across a branch of Gravelly i, en the other side of which 
waa a strong force with artillery. General Hunton mentions 
the Huccessive attempts to reform made by Warren's troops 
when they were falling back. His brigade, be says, did not 
advance to the ran, but about two-thirds of the way to it from 
the White Oak Koad, that is, not mueh beyond the Holliday 

The sadden burst of heavy musketry firing, coming from 
the position of Warren's advance troops, followed soon by a 
large and increasing number of stragglers coming to the rear, 
satisfied General Humphreys that Warren's advance needed 
support, and he at once ordered General Miles to go forward 
quickly with two of his brigades and attack the enemy's left 
flank. This was done in a prompt and spirited manner. The 
other two brigades of his division followed soon after. Mott 
was ordered to attack in Iiis bout, and Hays the Crow house 
intrenohments. These directions were in conformity to those 
subsequently received from General Meade. 

Wise's brigade had advanced on the left of Huntou's, and 
being struck in front and flank by Miles, fell back rapidly 
into the intrenchments with severe loss of killed, woanded, 
and prisoners. The prisonarH taken numbered more than 
300, some of whom belonged to Huntou's brigade. The flag 
of an Alabama legiment was also captured. 
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- Wise being driven from the ground, Hunton was forced to 
fall back alao, and Guneral Warren having by that time got 
Bome part of Griflm's division acroaa the run, with which be 
threatened McGowan'a right flank, the whole force fell back 
to the position occupied by Ayrea in the morning near the 
W. Dabney hoiBe. 

The enemy's iatrenchments covering the Wliite Oak road 
were on the crest of a long slopo, with wide slaahinga in front, 
and abatis along the ditch, with artillerj at ahort intervale. 
The works were unused and in r^^ood order. 

General Mott attempted to carry the redoubts and intreneh- 
ments coveiing the Boydton road crossing of Hatcher's Bun, 
but without auccess. General Haya attempted to can^ the 
Crow house redoubt, but although he kept down the lu'e of 
their artillery, the heavy Blasiung in front of the worka was 
Mbsolntely impasaable to even a small body of troopa.' 

By half-past two o'clock General Warren had firmed hia 
■oorps oa the noith side of the branch of Gravelly Run ready 
forward to the White Oak road where the morning's 
engagement had begun. Griffin in the centre (Chamberlain's 
brigade leading), Ayrea'a division on GriiKii's left, Crawford's 
<m Ilia right, both in echelon. General Chamberlain, driving 
akirmishors as he went forwai'd, came in front of 
Hnnton's brigade, in alight breastworks, from which he re- 
ceived a sharp tire. General Gregory come to hia support, 
iBtoving into the wood on hia right. Chamberlain then 
'Charged the breastworks in hia front. General Htmton saya. 
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in the most gaJlant wanner, camad them, capturing aoms 
priaoners and a battle-flag, while Gregory tamed thoir le/t, 
Hunton was driven into the Whito Oak road intrenchments, 
and MeGowon, seeing Hunton's line give way, fell baok at 
once with bis two brigades into their main works. 

The killfld and wounded in General Warren'a corps to-day 
were 173 i- 1 the Fimt Division. 3'25 in the Seeond, and 431 ia 
the T ■ ~ ■ ■' '" and esoort. Total, 938. 

The m iggregate of 1,406. 

The ca.->ijii i >■ mphreys's corps y/ere 374 

killed and w ?^' A c uliated men. 

General Ord th ] h - the enemy's workfl, losing 

ahaiply in do many prisonai's. 

In the morn ." loral Fitz Lae moved with. 

Ilia cavalry towa i irt Houbc on the direct road 

to it from Five Forks, cncountt-ring Ucviu's division, which 
was moving toward Five Forks. Pickett's infantry had not 
yet moved. Leaving Munford (Fitz Lee'B division) in con- 
tact with Devin, near the fork of the Gravelly Run Chnrch 
road, Pickett moved with hia infantry, Fitz Lee with W. 
H, F. Lee's and Bosser's cavalry divisions leading, by way 
of Little Five Forks, west of Chamberlain's Creek or bed, 
intending to cross that stream at Fitzgerald's and Danse's 
and attack General Sheridan's left £ank, while Iilnnford at- 
tacked his front. 

General Crook was holding Fitzgerald's crossing with 
General Smith's brigade, Danse's crossing, a mile above, 
with Davies's brigade, keeping Gregg in reserve. Fitzger- 
ald's crossing was two and one-half miles from Dinwiddie 
Court House, measured by the road, and in a direct line a 
mile and three-quarters from it in a northwest direction. 
As soon as General W. H. F. Lee arrived npon the ground 
he attempted to force the passage of Chamberlain's bed at 
Fitzgerald's crossing, and succeeded in getting over, bnt 
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WBiS drivea back with heavy loas. No better success was 
met with at Danae'a crossing at first, but about one o'clock 
the infantry, Corse's brigade leading, sncceeded in carrying 
it after Bbarp fighting, in wliich it met with severe loaa. 
Qregg attacking held them here for a time. Munf ord mean- 
■while had forced Devin back, and Pickett's infantry driving 
DavicB upon Devin'a left, passed between Devin and Crook. 
Being thus isolated, and unable to withdraw to Diiiwiddie 
Court House by the direct road, Devin and Davies were 
ordered to retire, fighting, toward the Boydton road, and by 
that road to reach the Court House. Gibba (of Devin's 
division) withdrew his brigade toward the Court House and 
joined Crook's command. W. H. F. Lee had now forced the 
crossing of Oiamberiaiu's Bun, and moving up the road 
through the Adams faruiH, unitocl with and formed the right 
of Pickett's troops— Munford his left. Ci'ook's two brigades, 
Smith's and Gregg's, had been forced to fall back. 

Pickett having exposed his rear in following Devin and 
Davies toward the Boydton road. General Sheridan ordered 
Oibbs and Oregg to attack him, and dii'ected Custer to bring 
np two of his brigades, Penningtou's and Capehart's, to join 
in the attack. This attack heed Devin and Daviea fi'om 
furthet molestation, and forced Pickett to face abont and 
meet Sheridan's line of battle in front of the Court House. 
A spirited, obstinate contest en.sued, which lasted until 
night. Smith's brigade, General Sheridan says, beating the 
brunt of the cavalry attack. 

Devin and Daviea reached the Court House by way of the 
Soydton load, but not in time to take part in the closing 

The ground over which the greater part of the fighting 
jk place during tlie day waa very heavy ; a large part of it 

densely wooded. 
The two contending line.f of battle lay very cloae to each 
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other that night, Pickett's infantry acroaa the road from Din- 
widdie Court Ho^ls^i to Five Forka, with cavalry on eaoh 
flank, whose pickets sKtended on his left to the vicinity of 
the Boydton road near G. U. Brooks's, and on. tie right to 
Fitzgerald's crossing of Chamberlain's Run. Gnster lield 
Sheridan's front, supported by Devin. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon General Warren, then at 
W. Dabney's on th( '^' '' " ' :oad, heard the sound of 
General Sheridan's i oming from a southwest 

direction. It seemeu i ve receded oatl to be still 

receding. He at once sent Bartlett with his brigade 

of Griffin's division across :oi itry to Geaeral Sheridan's 
support, with directions tc the enemy in flank. Ho 

sent hia topographer. ' with liim. A little later 

ha received directi 1 Meade to push a brigade , 

down the White OaK road sn <« lo open it for General Sheri- 
dan, and to support the brigade if necessary. At half-paat 
sii he was directed to send the force which had been ordered 
to move out the White Oak road down the Boydton plank- 
road as promptly as possible, as a staff-offloer of General 
Merritt had reported to General Meade that the enemy had 
penetrated between General Sheridan's main command and 
Warren's position. 

But as General Bartlett was at that time too distant to be 
recalled for the prompt execution of this order. General 
Warren directed General Pearson, who was then on the Boyd- 
ton road with three regiments, to move at once toward Ttia- 
widdie Coort House. But the bridge at the Boydton road 
crossing of Gravelly Bun had been destroyed by the enemy 
oQ the 29th, and the stream, swollen by the rains, had be- 
come unfordable for infantry, and General Pearson was com- 
pelled to stop there. At eight o'clock General Warren vaa 
advised by General Meade that General Sheridan had been 
forced back to Dinwiddie Court House by a strong force of 
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cavftlrj supported by infantry, and as this left the rear of the 
Fifth and Second Corps open on the Bojdton road, it would 
require great vigilance on their part ; that the brigade sent 
down the Boydton road should not go farther than Gravellj 
Run. But about half-jiast nine General Warren received or- 
ders to withdraw his command from the White Oat road to 
the Boydton road, and send Griffin's division at once to Gen- 
eral Sheiidan by the Boydton road. 

General Humphreys waa directed to throw back the left 
of the Second Corps. 

General Warren at once sent a staff ofBcer, and after^rafd 
Captain Benyaord, of the Engineers, to examine and repair, 
or rebuild the bridge, which, it was found, required the 
building of a span forty feet iu length, and prepared to with- 
draw to the plank-road, and send Griffln to General Sheridan, 
advising General Meade of the position and condition of his 
several divisions. Somewhat later Genei'sl Warren was noti- 
fied that the division to be sent to General Shetidaa must 
start at once. In replying to this. General Warren stated 
that the bridge was broken, and that it would take he did 
not know how long to repair or rebuild it ; tliat he would 
make every effort to render it passable by the time General 
Griffin reached it. 

At 8.40 General Warrea telegraphed General Meade,' sug- 
gesting that he should move with his corps, and attack the 
enemy near Dinwiddle Court House on one side, while Gen- 
eral Sheridan attacked on the other, provided the enemy did 
not threaten us south of Granelit/ Run, east of t/ie plaiif^-road. 

GenenL Grfmfa beulquartflrs were near Datnoj^a mill, About two mileB from 
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At 9.45 General Meade submitted this proimsitioD (tchicl^ 
nudor the circiimHtauces, 'was the hent thing ou all aceoimbi 
to do) to General Graut, Eind at tite same time stated tlmt 
Bartlett'B biigade ■was at or neai' Gravelly Rim, on the road 
running north from Dinwiildia Court House, past J. Boi»- 
Beau's, to the White Oak road ; that Warren conld mov 
onoe that way and take the force threatening Sheridan is 
rear, or he could send one division to support Sheridoa near 
Dinwiddie Court House, and move on the enemy's rear with 
the two other divisions of the Pitth Corps. To this General 
Grant replied, " Let Wan-on move in the way yon propose^ 
and uige him not to stop for anything, Let GiifBn go on as 
he was first directed." 

At 10.50 General WaiTen received General Meade's reply 
to his suggestion of 8.40, which, conforming to General 
Grant's despatch just quoted, directed General Warren to 
send Oriffln promptly, as ordered, by the Boydton road, and 
to move the rest of his corps by the road Bartlett wsh 
and atrike the enemy in rear. He was informed that Gene- 
ral Sheridan reported his own position to be north of Dinwid- 
die Court House, near Dr. Smith's, and that the enemy held 
the croas-ronds at that point. He was directed to be very 
prompt in this movement, and get the forks of the Brookfl 
oross-road, so as to open communication by it with the Boyd- 
ton road, and cautioned not to encumber himaelf with any- 
thing that would imx>ede hia progress or prevent his moving', 
in any direction. 

General Meaile informed General Sheridan of the orders 
given General Warren, and what liad been dona to get troopa 
to him, and by what routes part of them would unite with 
him, and part co-operate with him. General Grant alsi 
formed him of the orders given for the same object, and that 
be had also sent Mackenzie's cavalry to him. 

Upon receiving the above order at 10,50, General WarreB 
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replied that he would Rend Ayrea instead of Griffin to Gen- 
eral Sheridan by the Boydton rorul, oh in withdrawing hia 
troops to tliat road in aiMsordaace with previoUB orders, 
Ayres's division was necessaioly the first to reach it ; and that 
he would move 'uitli Giiffin's and Crawford's divisions against 
the enemy, as the last despatch from General Meade di- 

»zeoted. At the same time he gave the prelimLiiarj orders for 
|be movement of these two divisions. 
' His despatohes do not clearly explain why he did not move 
with these two divieions as qidckly as the troops could be 
got in motion, though it is to be inferred from the subse- 
quent despatches that it was beeause he appi'ohended that 
Ayres might not get to O^eml Sheridan in time to pre- 
vent htm from being forced back to the Vauglian road, and 
tliat in that ease the best route for the whole corps would 
ho by the Boydton road. The tenor of General Meade's 
instructions to bim before and after 11 p.m., was, that the 
first and most important object for him to accomplish was 
to get a division to Genertd Sheridan bj the Boydton, 
or any other road not closed by the enemy, at the earliest 
possible moment, and in time to go into action at day- 
light. 

It was not until one o'clock in the moraing of the 1st of 
April that Gcneinl Warren had a reply from General Meade, 
concerning the destruction of the bridge over Gravelly Run, 
which neither General Meade nor General Grant had been 
aware of, and in which it was suggested that the troops for 
General Sheridan should go by the Quaker road ; and stat- 
ing that time WDs of the utmost importance ; that General 
Sheridan could not maintain himself at Dinwiddie Court 
House without loinforcomentH ; that he, General Warren, 
m ust use every exertion to get troops to him as soon as possi- 
^^Q^ If necessary to insure that, he could send troops by both 
^fclMdH, and give np the roar attack. If General Sheridan waa 
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not reinforced and was compelled to fall bock, he wonld ri 
tire by the Vaiighon road. But tlio dirtanco from the posi- 
tion of Oeneral WBrren's troops to Dinwiddie Com-t House, 
by the Quaker road, was from 9 to 10 miles, and by that 
route they could scarcely reach General Sheridan before 
eight o'clock in the morning — too lato an hour to accomplish 
the object of their going. Of this General Meade m 
vised, but General "Warren added that if he failed to send 
reinforcements by the Vaughau road, he would send them 
by the Quaker road. 

In case General Sheridan should be obliged to retire by 
the Vaughan road, the beat route, in General Warren's opin- 
ion, by wliich the rear of the enemy could be attacked would 
be by the Boydton road. As it appeared to General Warren ' 
that this despatch left it discretionary with him as to how 
he could best reinforce General Sheridan, he determined to 
abide by the movement already in progress. 

At two o'clock in the morning the bridge over OrBivel^ 
Bun was practicable for the jiassage of infantry, and General 
Ayres was crossing it, in his advance toward Dinwiddia- 
Court House. Of this Oener&I Warren at once sdvised Gen* 
eral Meade. 

An hour before daybreak, when about two miles from tli» 
Court House, General Ayres was met by an officer of OenenI 
Sheridan's etaff, who led him back about a mile to the 
Brooks road, and along it to the road leading north from tb» 
Court House to the White Oak road, where, by direction ot 
General Sheridan, the division was massed to await furthot 
orders. General Ayi'es says that about the dawn of da/i 
soon after entering the Brooks Boad, one of Munford'a 
dettes was seen moving off. 

At half-paat four o'clock General Warren learnt that Ayra* 
had communicated with General Sheridan, and he was a 
joining Generals GriflSn and Crawford to move i 
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cotmtiy against Pickett's rear, when he received General 
Sheridan's despatch sent at 3 a.u.' 

But Oeaerat Warren should have moved with Griffin and 
Crawford as soon as practicable after receiving Meade's order 
at 10.50 P.M., though it will be observed that subsequent to 
that hour General Meade aubordiaated all General Warren'H 
efforts to onauring the presence of one of his divisions with 
General Sheridan by daylight.' 
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Geceral Bartlett had luoved with hia hrigoAe from the vi- 
cinity of W. Dabnej'a on the White Oak road, at (iTe o'clock 
in the attemoon of the 31at, by a wood-road towiirj the sound 
o( firing near Dinwiddie Couit House. This bronght him to 
Ui'. Boisaeau's, on the most direct roEul from the White Oak 
road to the Court House, where his BkirmiBhers mot those of 
the enemy, and drove them across Gravelly Knn on that rond 
and at Cramp's, A picket lino was then established by Bartlett 
along the run. It was dark before this waa accomplished. 

The presence of General Burtlett's brigade along the main 
branch of Gravelly Run, at the eroasing of these roads, 
became known to General Pickett about ten o'clock at night. 
Its subsequent nithdrawal, near midnight, was not known to 
the enemy. General Fitz Lee says that General Pickett 
believing it to be the advance of the Fifth Corps, determined 
to withdraw to Five Forks during the night. Accordingly 
the ambulance and ammunition trains and the artillery began 
to move back about midnight, followed by the infantry, 
which took the most direct road to Five Forks, the last 
"brigade. Corse's, getting off just before, or about, daylight. 
Munford's division followed on the route of the infantty 
about dayUght. W. H. F. Iiee'a and Bosser's divieionB at 
the same time crossed Chamberlain's Bed, and returned to 
Five Forks by way of Little Five Forks.' Having reported 

of the Fifth Corps (Bartlctt'e brigade) tt G. BtdswHi'i, [Dr. BoIhsui'b 1b mecnl. 
OplKion><-fCB«itofInqiHrvi'iCabeBf<3eri. O.K. IKorreM, pp. 1B08-B. 
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ihja action by telegraph to General Lcc, General Pickett 
was directed to maintain the position of Five Forks, in order 
to coyer the South Sido Bailroad and tJie wagou-roada aonth 
o( the Appomattox, which Lee intended to use in aliandoning 
Petersburg and Richmond, and moving toward Danville or 
Lynchburg. He at once intrenched as much as practicable. 

At 5 A.M. General Griffin moved from the WhitB Oak road 
flcroas the country to Crump's, and thence to the forks of the 
road at J, Boisseau'e, where, about seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, he met General Devin with hia cavalry division, and re- 
ported to General Sheridan. Geoeral Crawford followed him. 
General Warrea was directed by General Sheridan to remain 
Bit J. Boissoau'a, refresh Ixia men, and bo reaily to move to the 
front when required ; and General Mackenzie, who had re- 
ported with his cavalry, was directed to rest at Dinwiddie 
Court House until farther orders. 

At daylight General Merritt, with tlie First and Third Cav- 
alry Divisions moved forwaAl toward Five Forks, pressing 
tile rear of the enemy ; Custer's division, dismounted, on the 
left (the country being impracticable for mounted men). 
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Devin on tlie right. Custer's left moved along Chamberlain'a 
Bun. General Crook was held in aupport. 

Creneral Pickett had, in the meanwhile, intrenched his in- 
fantry along the White Oak rood, extending nhout a mile 
west of Five Forks, and about thi'ee-quartera of a, mile east 
of it, with a short retnro sbout one hundred yards long at his 
left. General W. H. F. Lee's cavalry division was on his 
right, along the west line of the Gilliam iield, then followed 
in snccession Corse's brigade (whose line lay along the north 
edge of the Gilliam field), Tenr'n, Steuart's, Eanaom's, and 
Wallace's brigades, with Pegram'a battalion ot artillery on the 
line, three guns on Corse's right, and three at the Five Forks, 
with McGregor's battery of foiir guns on the left. Munford's 
oavalfy division, dismounted, was posted on the left so as to 
oover the ground between Wallace's loft and Hatcher's Bun. 
It connected with Eoberts's brigade, which picketed toward 
the right of their main line of intrenchmenta, corering the 
Claiborne road. General Bosser guarded the tiains on the 
north side ot Hatcher's Bun, near the Ford road. 

General Merritt pressed close up to Pickett's intrenoh- 
ments. 

General Sheridan's plan of attack was to make a feint of 
tnming the enemy's right flank with Merritt's cavaliy, while 
he assaulted their left flank with the Fifth Corps, Merritt's 
cavalry to attack the intrenchmenta in his front as soon aa 
be heard the firing of the FUth Corps attack. 

If this attack proved to be successful Pickett's troops would 
be cut ofT from the rest of Xiee's forces and diiven westward. 

At one o'clock General Sheridan directed General Warren 
to bring up the Fifth Corps and form it on the right of 
Devin, between 600 and 800 yards south of the White Oak 
road. The ground where the Fifth Corps formed had been 
previously examined by Captain Gillespie, an Engineer of- 
ficer on General Sheridan's staff, and is known in this opers- 
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n as the ground about Grarelly Run CLureh. General 

in-en's statement bs to the information and inBtruotions 

received from General Sheridan, besides the genei'al plan 

battle, was "that the enemy wa« in line of battle 

Lg the "White Oak road, their left resting about where 

rood that I was to turn off on crossed the White Oak 

and that he wanted me to form mj line so that I 

lould strike with the right centre on the angle of the works 

let the left engage the front, and place one division be- 

■^ind the right to support the attack on the angle where we 

thought the fight would be the heaviest ; and to so place the 

men oblique to the road as to bring this heaviest force of 

mine on the angle of the works — give it a direction whose 

obliquity to the road would correspond with that supposed 

position of the enemy and his works. We talked that over 

until I understood it, I think ; and he was convinced that Z 

understood hjjn." 

See General Warren's diagram and instructions herewith 
(taken from Record of Court of Inquiry) ; 
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The line will m 
road, when it will 

Oak road. General Merritt's and General Cneter's cavalry will charge 
thi? enemy's lino as soon as the infantry get engaged. The cavalry is 
DD the )eft of the iafantcf. exoept Mackenzie 'h, which is moving np 
the WLite Oak road £toui the right. 



The diTiaions cftme npon the ground in tlie order of Craw- 
ford, Oriflin, and Ayrea, Genei*! Crawford's diriaion was 
placed on the right of tbo Gravelly Rnn Chnreh road, bo that 
hia centre tconld strike the angle and be the first to en- 
counter the worka ; Genei^U Griffin's division was placed 
behind Crawford's. These were the largest divisions. Gen- 
eral Ayres'a division, the smallest, was placed on the left of 
the road, as General Warren eupjioeed, from the position of 
the enemy as stated to him, that General Crawford's centre 
would fall right on the angle of their line, and that if ho was 
not able to carry it, General Griffin would be there to mm- 
toin him and to take advantage of any sncoefw. General 
Ayres was to engage the enemy't &ont and prevent leinforoe- 
ments being sent to the angle. 

A copy of the diagram with the iostrnctions on it was given 
to each division commander, and the plan was explained to 
them verbally besides. The line was to move forward until 
it reached the White O^ road, when it vras to swing round 
to the left, perpendicular to the White Oak road. 

General Sheridan states that he gave General Warren in- 
structions about engaging the enemy after he had ordered him 
to bring up his corps ; that he gave lii'm orders for the for- 
mation of his troops and method of attack while his troops 
were coming up and forming ^ that he talked several times 
with General Warren as to what was to be done ; that the 
order of General Warren (referring to the diagram and 
directions on it) conformed substantiallj to the orders he 
gave him ; that " there was a good deal of conversatiou 
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esplauatoTj of that, but that embodies about it gener- 
aUy." 

Qeneial Mttckensie hoA been sent from Dinwiddio Court 
nonse to get possession of the White Oak road at a. point 
about three miles east of Five Forks, which ha accomplished, 
having a sharp skirmish with some of the enemy's cavalry 
there, and. moved down to the right of tho Fifth Coipa. Ho 
was directed to move in conjunction with that corps on its 
right, and come in on the flank and rear of the enemy and 
hold the Ford road crossing of Gravelly Kun to inteioopt 
the enemy's retreat. 

oon as Ayres's disTsionwaa formed (which wm about 
'clock) the order was given to the Fifth Corps to attack. 
Advancing and receiving only a skirmish fire in its frant on 
crossing the White Oak road, his right crossing the road 
•Doner than his left. General Warren thought it probable that 
the enemy's line of battle was in the edge of the wood, about 
800 yards north of the road, and continued to advance in the 
direction in which his line had started, until very soon after 
crossing that road General Ayres received a musketry and 
Rrtillery fire oa his left, which evidently came from the en- 
emy's intrenchment at the return, showing that their intrench- 
ment did not extend to the near vicinity of the Gravelly Bun 
Church road. The return was, in fact, according to the map 
before the Warren Court of Inquiry, seven or eight hundred 
yards west of that road.' Gonerol Ayres undorstanding the 
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meaamg of this fire immefliatel; clianged front and faced 
the return, bringing up Winthrop's brigade (which was in 
reserve) in dotible-quick on the left of the new line, and then 
advanced against the return under a heavy flie, hia right 
overlapping it, and finally carried the works, the key to the 
position, capturing a large number of priaonera and many 
battle-flngE. 

Wlien the fire on General Ayres's left opened, General 
Warren, perceiving that the fight ut the angle of the return 
would fall on Ajres and not on Crawford, as planned, at once 
directed General Winthrop to form on Ayres's left so as to 
connect with Devin, sent orders to General Griffin to come 
in as quickly aa he could to support Ayrea on the right, and 
to General Crawford to change direction to the left, at right 
angles to the line he was following. A large part of Craw- 
ford's and GrifRn's divisions liad already entered the woods 
north of the open a'pace along the 'White Oak load. 

General Sheridan, who accompanied General Ajres'a divi- 
sion throughout the greater part of the battle, immediate^ 
upon ita receiving the flank fire, sent orders to General 
Griffin and General Crawford to come in on Ayres's right. 

After sending the orders mentioned. General Warren di- 
rected Colonel Kellogg to form his brigade (Crawford's left) 
at right angles to its former direction, and to bold it there 
for the division to form on ; then he directed Coulter's bri- 
gade (following in reserve) to form on Kellogg. Not finding 
General Crawford, for the wood was dense. General Warren 
sent renewed orders to him to change direction to the left, 
and keep closed on Kellogg in advancing agaimt the tear of 
the enemy. Returning to Kellogg's position. General War- 
ren found it vacant, for a staff officer of General Sheridan 
had endeavored to take it against the rear of the enemy. 
Every staff officer of General Warren had now been sent to 
bring Griffin and Crawford against the rear of Pickett's in< 
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trenchmenta. Many of General Sheridan's bad been sent lor 
the same purpose. The country was thickly wooded, and 
troopH moving rapidly through it could not be readily over- 
taken, but the direction of both Griflin's and Crawford's di- 
visioBB had soon been changed to the left, for both entered 
the open ground of the Syduor farm at its northern end about 
800 yards from the enemy's intrenckments near the return. 
There General Warren found General Griffin with hia divi- 
Bion, moving southweBt against the tear of the enemy'a in- 
trenchments, and directed him to attack a body of the 
enemy's infantry, composed of Bansom'a brigade and some of 
Wallace's, that had formed & new line, with slight intrench- 
ment connected with and at right angles to their main line 
of intrenchment, in order to oppose the further progress of 
the Fifth Corps, for General Ayres had by this time carried 
the return. Griffin at once set about doing what General 
Warren directed, but found the reaistance stubborn ; the 
enemy's fire was quick, sharp, decisive, and lasted about half 
an hour,' though Giiflin was finally successful. General 
Gwyn'a brigade of Ayres's division, and Coulter's of Craw- 
ford's, joined t>iin in tlio latter part of the encoimter. 

While this was going on. General Warren rode to General 
Ayres, and found that he had carried the return and was re- 
forming hia troops at right angles to the enemy's iutrench- 
menta. 

) now endeavored to find General Crawford, who had 
entered the Sydnor field before General GrifBa, and had 
passed through it, driving General Munford's division of 
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dismounted cavalry ireetnard before liim. Followmg in 
Crawford's track Ironi the Sydnor field, marked by liis killed 
and wounded, Genpral Warren fonud him in the Yonng- 
Boisseau farm {throngh which the Ford road niaa) with liis 
division in good order, facing west. KeUo^g's brigade had 
now joined its division. Changing the direction of the di- 
vision to the south, General "Warren led it along the Ford 
road toward the rear of the enemy's intrenchinenta, meeting 
at the edge of the wood, on the sonth side of the farm, a 
sharp tire from the enemy, who hod formed a line across the 
Ford road. 

Oeii£^ral Pickett finding hia left bad been captured, aiul 
that the Fifth Corps was moving westward along the line of 
his intrenclmieuts, and coming in on his rear, had drawn 
Terry's brigade (Colonel Mayo comninnding) out of the in- 
trenobments between CorRo and Steuart, and had brought 
them to this point to make head, if he conld, against the 
lear attack. Some o( Ransom's force, just dislodged by 
Oriffin from the southwest comer of the Sydnor field, joined 
Mayo. McGregor's battery of four guns, that had been at 
the return with Ransom's and "Wallace's brigades, waa also 
here ; but the resistance was brief, and the four gone were 
captured. Part of Bartlett's brigade joined Crawford in this 
field, but neither Grifiin nor Ayres had yet reached this 
point. Colonel Mayo, finding that he could not withstand 
Crawford's attack, fell back with a part of his brigade to- 
ward Corse, moving along the Fork road to the Five Forks 
battery, and along the intrenchmeuts to Corse, when he . was 
ordered by General Pickett to get across the country to the 
South Side Railroad, which he nuccocded in doing, though 
in great disorder. The guns at the Five Forks battery were 
still in position, and part of Steuart's brigade still held on 
when Mayo passed there. 

General Devin's division, as previously stated, was formed 
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front of the enemy's intrenchmenta, with its left on the 
Joad from IHnwiddie Court House to Five Forks, and when 
the Fifth Oorpn moved to attack, it dismounted and ndvauced 
Kgainat the iutreuuhments, keeping up a constant fire upon 
fliem, and receiving in reply the fire of the infantry and of 
the three guns at tha Five Forks battery. 

Custer'H dirisioB, on onr left of the Five Forks battery, had 
but one Iirigade, Pcinnington's, dismounted, which in open 
order kept up a. constant file upon the intrenchmenta held 
by Corse's and Terry's brigades. With his two other brigades 
General Custer made a charge upon Generd W. H. F. Lee'a 
right. One o£ Lee's brigades wftN with Corse, dismounted. 
With the other General Lee advanced to meet Custer's 
charge, when a brilliant encounter took place. Lee, how- 
.trrer, maintained his position on the right. 

■When General Pickett saw that Mayo could not maintain, 
himself upon the Ford road, he directed General Cowe to 
form a line running along the west side of the Gilliam field 
at right angles to the main inti'cnchments, and extending into 
the woods north of it, so that the escape of the other infantry, 
the greater pari; of which was now poming through the woods 
iplete disorder, could be in some measure covered. 
This was quickly effected, and a line of partial intreuchment 
prep^ed. 

Soon after Colonel Mayo passed the Five Forks batters', 
falling back upon Corse from the Yonng-Boisaeau field, 
Colonel Fitahugh'a brigode of Deviu's division charged the 
IntrenuhmeutN and carried them, capturing the three guns, 
two battle-flags, and over a thousand ot the enciay. 

General Warren, with Crawford's division, pursuing the 
troops falling back toward Corse, came upon the Gilliam 
field, along the east side of which, in the edge of the woods, 
Crawford's troops were formed, the right being north of the 
White Ouk road in nouds. There was some littlu hesitutiou 
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in Cra^ i line about EidvanciDg against tike enemy's in- 
trenchmeiiiD on the 'west side of the Aeld, from wHch a 
absrp fire was kei>t up, until Warreo, riding forward with the 
Corps flag in his hands, led his troops across the field. Cns- 
ter, aouth of bim, advanced at the 8amo time, hAving sent him 
word by a stafT-offlcer that he would do so. The fire close up 
was severe, but ia a tew minutes the intrenchment was carried 
and a large part of the force captured. It was now in tha 
dosk of evening. lys hn continued the pur- 

Boit west for lomj- being in sight, the 

command was i — i . l,= ikinuiahing was still go- 
ing on in the wuuua n oi luc road, apparently with the 
enemy's rear gnard. Ce r passed General Warren 

at this time on his left hiu-u. 

When General Pickett o eaeral Corse to form hia 

new line, he directed Qenet^, F. Ziee to withdraw from 

the field toward the South Side Boilroad covering his dis- 
mounted brigade, which he effected along the W. Dabney 
Boad, pressed close by Custer. The routed infantry mored 
in confusion through the woods. 

The pursuit bj Griffin and Ayres was continued along the 
White Oak road until after dark, by which time the cavalry 
was out of sight and hearing of the infantry. 

Wlien upon the Young-Boisseau farm. General Wanen sent 
Colonel Spear to hold the Ford road crossing of Hatcher's 
BuQ, where he became sharply engaged with Boaser's cav- 
alry on the north side. 

General Mackenzie, moving on Crawford's right, was pushed 
by his infantry to the right against Hatcher's Bun, which he 
crossed at one point, but the heavy firing being in a south 
or southwest direction from him he recrossed, and moving 
west came upon the Ford road north of the Young-Boisseaa 
farm, which he had been directed to hold, and where his 
command remained- 
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■When the battle began General Pickett and Geneml Fitz 
liee were on the north side of Hatcher's Bun. Owing to the 
densitj of the woods no sonnd of filing reached them, and 
when General Pickett wan notified of the engagement going 
on he had barely time to ride rapidly down the Ford road to 
Fire Forks, under the fire of General Crawford's trooja that 
were then close on the road approaching it. As soon as Le 
got to his troops he ordered np Mayo's brigade, aa hereto- 
fore mentioned. Mnntord, after being driven across the 
Ford road, mounted his division and rode to tHe Confederate 
right, where he was ordered by General Pickett to withdaw 
at once to the north side of Hatcher's E«n and join General 
Fitz Lee, who had been notified of the battle too late to 
cross to the south side of the run, Crawford's troops having 
possession of the Ford road. 

General Sheridan's anccesa was complete. Pickett had 
been routed with a loss, according to the reports of the Fifth 
Coqra and Cavalry, of not less than 4,500 prisoners, 13 colors, 
and 6 guns.' Hia killed and wounded did not probably ex- 
ceed those of General Sheridan. The casualties of his cav- 
alry were not large. 

General Warren states that the Fifth Corps in this battle 
captured 3,2i4 men with their arms, H regimental colors, 
and 1 four-gun battery. The larger part of the prisoners 
were captured by Avres's and Griffin's divisions. The corps 

U Five Fo[^ and u appeucil tiara Che recorda of mlUlnri prlnni ua flis in ibv 
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" lost in killod, wonnded, and miasing fi3+, of which 300 
were in Geneiul Crawford'H di\Tsioii, 205 in General Ayres'a 
division, ftud 125 in General Griffin's diriHion." Among the 
killed was General Fred. Winthiop, commanding the Fiist 
Brigade of Ajres'a division, who " was mortallj wounded at 
the head of hia conmuind while making a saccessful aa- 
sanh." 

The number of cafiualtieB in the cavalry was not large. I 
do not find it slated for this battle separate from the whole 
nnmber in the 'campaign. The proportion of cavalry officera 
killod and wounded was large. 

Two divisioiiB of the Fifth Corps were posted for the night 
aoroBB the "White Oak road near Gravelly Bnn Church, and 
one on the Ford road. The caralry were at and new Five 
Forks, e:ccept Mackenzie's division, which remained at the 
Ford road crosHing of Hat-clier'a Run. 

General W. H. F. Lee's and General Mnnford's divisions 
alter crosaiog Hatcher's Bun nnited with General Fitz Lee 
at the Ford road crossing of that stream, and their cavalry 
was then withdrawn to the South Side Railroad, where the 
Ford load crosses it. Thero they were joined dnriiig the 
night, first by Hnnton's brigade of Pickett's division, then, 
later, by General Johnson with Wise's, Gracie'a, and Fulton's 
brigades, all under the command of General E, H. Anderson. 
They marched by routes north of Hatcher's Bun. 

These troops were sent by General B. E. Lee to covet the 
collection of Pickett's disoTganized command, and with it 
to take up a position at Sutherland Station, to close, if 
possible, that avenue of approach to Petersburg. With 
intrenchments, and some assistance from Longstreet, this 
might have been possible, but it was not possible for Lee to 
send sufficient troops to overmatch the force with General 
Sheridan, and at the same time maintain the Petersburg and 
Bichmond lines. He had lost possession of the South Side 
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Sailrond, but tho Danvilln Itailrond autl its connections with 
the Ljucliburg (or Sonth Side) Railroad etill remained, with 
the rolling atoiik of both roads, and it was rolling stock they 
most needed. So long as his intrenchmenta remained intact 
he might still defer his movement to Danville until the 
wagon-roads were passable. 

These troops sent to cover the reassembling of Pickett's 
scattered forces were drawn from General Lee's right at the 
Ulaibome road crossing of Hatcher's Eun, where they had 
been concentrated on the 30th of Harch. Their withdrawal 
left in their intrenchments from the Olaibome road to 
Bni^ss'a mill on the south side of Hatcher's Bun, McGow- 
boi'b, McBae's, Scales's, and Cook's brigades of Hill's corits. 

Pickett's infantry, after wading across Hatcher's Bon, got 
into the W. Dabuey road, and assembled in some shape 
seal' the Sonth Side Bailroad, when General Pickett moved 
them in the direction of Esator milla at the mouth of Whip- 
ponock Cieek, as he intended to cross the Appomattox there 
and rejoin the army, but early next m.oming he received 
orders to unite with General B. H. Anderson at Sutherland 
Station. 

It has always seemed to mo to have been a grave mistake 
to require General Pickett to fight at Five Forks. There he 
waa isolated. Had he moved at once with his infantry to 
Sutherland Station, when he fell back from Dinwiddie Court 
HouHC, leaving his cavalry to maintain the crossings of Hat- 
cher's Run as long as pi'actioable, he could have been rein- 
forced from Leo's right with the infantry sent to him in the 
night of the lat of April, and with some of Longatreet'a force, 
and slight intrenehnients extending on his right to the Ap- 
pomattox, and on his left to the Claiborne road crossing of 
Hatcher's Bun, he would have fought under conditions much 
more favorable to him. 

General WaiTen states that after the last of the enemy had 
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been captured at Five Forks, he received at 7 p.m. an orfer 
from Major-Geiientl Sht^iidon relieTing him from duty, ojid 
directing him to report tor orders to Lient-enant-General 
OroDt. This ootion of General Sherid&a was taken under an 
autkoritr sent him by General Grant some time in the morn- 
ing of the 1st of April, " to reUeve General Warren if, in his 
jndgment, it was for the best interests of the ser^-ice for him 

In hia report of this hattJe, dated May 16, 1865, General 
Sheridan states that in bringing np and forming his eorps at 
Gravelly Kun Chureh, " General Warren did not arcrt him- 
self to Ret n]) his corps as rapidly as he might have done, 
and his manner gave me the impression .that he wished 
the snn to go down before dispositions for the attack 

Hunt. Chief ot Anlllcrr. He wu gnit b; OsDoal Miint on mme utU^err clutT lo 

dlrreWd by General Rawlina to ascettBin wbers tile FUtb Corp>wM. Ciptdn 

oVlock. nnd in reply to hli Inqniry Colonel Locke told him that % portion of Uio 
nttb UI>^p^ whan he lut heard from thEm, bad halted (o bridge ■ stresm (Gm- 
ernt WuTEQ had insisted upon hii BUS gettinic gDind deep dmiDs the Dlgbl, and 

bridge nai built, and slept until after GeneiBl Wniren ind the sCafl olBcai, who 
bad been up dnilug the laltfr part of Che night, bad left the casip). 

General lUwllus that the Fj(th Co^1^ or b portion of it, when lait heard liom, 
was delayed building a bridge, and that Oiey wore then etill dohijed. 
At tlmej, during the campaign beginning in May, there had been mlBnnder- 

modifylDE the plan of operatlone preecribed by the orden of the day lor the Fifth 
Curpfl, £0 BB to make them accord with his own judgment, aa the day went on, 

thing like oontroveny erew ap occulonally In thedeipAtchee that pawed between 
them. It appears to be probable that General Grant epprchecded that iomeUibic 

considBrlng the time to be a critical one, sent the meeaage menlioned ID Oeneiml 
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Bonld be completeii." Further he states ; " During this 
j •ttack [that of the Fifth Corps and the Cavalry upon 
. Pickett's intrenched position] I again became dissatisfied 
I with General WarrEn. During the engagement portions o( 
Lis lines gave way when not exposed to a heavy fire, and 
Bimply for want of confidence on the pai't of the troops, which 
General Warren did not exert himself to inspire. I tliere- 
fore relieved him from the command of the Fifth Corps, au- 
thority for the action having been sent to me, before the 
» battle, unsolicited." 
These are very grave aeciisationa or imputations, and of 
■nch serious character that no ofiicer could reat under them. 
Any officer 8gai»st whom they were made would be entitled, 
whatever his rank might be, to an investigation of them be- 
fore a proper court. 
A Court of Inquiry waa finaUy appointed by the President, 
after General "Warren had repeatedly requested it. Before 
that court, which entered into an extended and minute in- 
vestigation of the circumstances attending the battle of Five 
» Porks, many Confederate as well as United States officers en- 
g^ed in the battle appeared. General Hheridajt explained 
further to that court that, though his troops were victorious 
at Five Forks, they were isolated from the Army of the 
Potomac, and that the extreme left of that army had been 
thrown back to the Boydton road, while the enemy held 

tatrongly at the intersection of the White Oak and Claiborne 
roads, and directly in his rear, and distant from Five Forks 
only three and & half miles, and might march down the W^hite 
Oak road that night or early the next morning, and take iiis 
command in rear ; that General Warren having disappointed 
ll iin in the movement of his corps, and in its management in 

Kttle, ho deemed it to be for the best interests of the 
i to relieve him, and did so, (In point of fact, bow- 
ha White Oak road, close to the enemy's inti'encb- 
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ments at the intersection of the Claiborne road, w&i, b; 
ilirection ot Generals tirant and Meade, hold strongly by the 
Hec-cind Corps at the time of the close of the liattle of Five 
Folks. Still, General Sheridan's force would have been ex- 
I>osed to attack if General Lee had had a siiQicient number 
of troops to admit of it without abandoning bis intrench- 
ments, which he had not.) 

Respecting the giving way ot portiona of General Warren's 
troops, it appears from the testimony that the skimtish line 
of Ayies's division, when it entered the woods north of the 
open giound on the north side of the White Oak road, fell 
back, lay down, and began to fire in the air, and that they 
were made to go forward by General Sheridan and General 
Ayres and their statf ; and it further appears that when Gen- 
ei'al Ayres changed front, Genei'al Gwyn's brigade on his 
rij^ht, or part of it, fell into some disorder and confuaion, 
which made Qonoral Sheridan doubt if he would be sncceaa- 
ful, and that this confusion waa remedied by Qenend Sheri- 
dan and General Ayrea and their staff. But General Ayres 
in hia testimony does not appear to have considered thia 
disorder aa serious. General Warren was at that time en- 
deavoring to rectify the position and direction of movement 
of Griffin's and Crawford'e divlBionB. In snch oasea of dis- 
order or confusion, or want of steadiness and ardor, com- 
manders of very high rank usually act in accordance with. 
their temperaments, whatever their command may be. 

The report and opinion of the conrt upon the first qnoted 
imputation or accusation are as follows : 

Third Impqiatioh. 

The third imputation it found in an extract from General Shnl- 
dan's report of Hay 16, IBGS (Bee Record, pp. SI and 4S), aa followB : 

" ... General Warren did not eiert himself to get ap hii 
oorpe aa rapidly aa he might have done, and hia manner gave me the 
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. he ivished the enn to go ilawn before diBponitiouB for 
the attack could be uompletej." 

On tbe aftemaou of April 1st the Fifth C^orps wua mBsecd an ful- 
, Iowa: Crawford's and Griffio'^ diviaiuon at the forks of the Ctump 
L soad and tha mala road fcoDi Diuwiddie CourC HouiK to Fiie ForkB, 
■.and Ayres'a divieion on the Brooke's road, about one-fourth of a mile 
r eaat fiotu the forks of that road aud the road to Five Forks. 

The distance from the pasitioa of i^rimn and Crawford to the place 

of formation of the Fifth Corps, near Giavelly Run Church, was flliont 

two and a halt miles, and the length of the corps, when spread out in 

column of route, would he about twoond three-eighths miles. The last 

file of the colomn required as much time to reach the place of forma- 

tiou BB it would have taken to march about five miles. 

General Warren received his ordera near Gravdly Run Church to 

, move up luB corps at 1 p.m., and it took some time to communicate 

■ .those orders to the divisions and for the movement to begin. 

K The ronte to the place of formation was along a narrow road, very 

rtnnddy and slippery, somewhat encumbered with wagons and led 

horses of the Cavalry Corps, and the men were fatigued. The testj- 

monj of the brigade and division commauders is to the effect that the 

oorpB in line of march was well clubed up, and that no unueues^ry de- 

^Uy was incurred. 

, The corps reached its destination, and was formed ready to advanco 
;unst the enemy at 4 p. M. 

is in evidence that Geoeral Warren remained near Gravelly Run 
rch, directing the formation, explaining the mode of attack to the 
r'dlvision and brigade commanders, with sketches prepared for the pnr- 

General Warren also repeatadly sent out staif offioers to the division 
in order to expedite the miin:li. 



The Court in of the qpinion that there was no unneceaaary delay In 
this march of the Fifth Corps, and that General Warren took the 
nauol molhods of a corps commander to prevent delay. 

The question regarding General Warren's manner appears to be loo 
intangible and the evidence on it too contradictory for the Court to de- 
ride, separate from the contort, that he appeared to wish "tbe sun to 
go down before dispusitiuns fur the attouk could bo completod ;." but 
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eponcled with snch wish^ if ever he eotcrtaine'J it,' 

Beapeotinj^ the rjecozul qiiot«d imputation, tho report md opinion 
of tbe Court are : 

Fourth Imptitation. 

The fourth impntation ia fonnd. in on eitract from General Sberi- 
daa'n repart of May 16, 1865 (aee Record, pp. 23 uid 4S), as falloiTB : 

" Doling thia attack I again became disBatisSed with General Wuren. 
During the engagement portioCB of bis line gave waj when not expend 
to a heavy fire, and simply from want of oonfidencE on tho part of the 
troops, which General Wairen did oot eiert himealf to inspire." 

When the Fifth Corpa moved up to the attack. General Sheridan 
said tin General Ayres. "I will ride with you." General Wunon WM 
on the left o( Crawford's division, between Crawford and Ayreii. 

When General Ayres'a command rtmck the White Oak road it iv- 

to the road. He changed front immediately at right angles and faced 
the "return," his right receiving a fire from Mnntord's Confederate 
division of dismounted cavalry distributed along the edge of the woods 
to tbe north of the White Oak road. There was some confusion, 
which was immediately checked by tbe eiertions of General Sheridan, 
General Ayres, and other officera 

The evidence shows that General Warren was observant of Ayree, be- 
cause be sent orders to Wintbiop'a reserve brigade to form on the left 
of Ayres's new line. 






Htle of him. Qeneral 
I bis evidence beton 



might th 






olu-iou might be far traai Che truth. 
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This necessary change of front o£ Ayrea inoieaaed the intern! be- 
tween him aud CrawfuFii ou Mh tighc ; thu latter va£ mBiching without 
ohangB of direction nntil, as he expresBed it, he would dear the right of 
Ayrea, when he was also to chanee front to the left. 

At this moment Warren, who saw that Crawford, with Griffin fol- 
lowing, was disappearing in the woods to the north of the White Oak 
road, sent a atalT-offieer Co Griflin to come as quicldj as he eould to 
Burtain Ajrea ; went himself to the left brigade of Crawford and 
caused a line to be marlted ont, facing to the west, directing the brigade 
commander ta form on it ; then went into the woods and gave orders to 
the right brigade of Crawford to form on the aame line. When he re- 
turned to the open ground the brigade he had directed to change front 
bad diaappeared, aa appears b; the cTidonce, in consequence of ordera 
given by an ofBcer of General Sheridan'e staffi General Warren sent 
repeated orders by stafF-ofBoers to both GrifBn and Crawford to change 
direction, and went himself to both ; and finally hy these zDeans cor- 
teoted, as far aa was possible undei Che circnmetaLceB, the divergence 
of these two divisions. 

It appears from evidence that these two divisions were operating in 
the woods and over a diffioult country, and received a fire in their front 
from the dismounted cavalry of Uunford posted in the woods to the 
north of tha White Oak road, whieh led to the belief, for Eome time, 
that the enemy bad a line of battle in front ; and this may furnish one 
reason why it was eo difficult aC liret to change their direction to tho 
proper one. 

. Opinion. 

General Warren's attention appears to have been drawn, ahnost im- 
mediately after Ayres received the flank fire from the "return" ami 
bis conseqiienC clionge of front, to the probability of Crawford with 
Griffin diverging too much from and being separated from Ayres, and 
by oontinnons esertiona of himself and ataff aubBtantially remedied 
matters; and the Court thinks that this was for him the essential point 
to be attmided to, whioli alao exacted his whole elTorts to accamp1Uh.> 

TLeee are the rajwrts and opinions of & court composed of 
offiaera of high character and great experience, formed under 
the sanctity of an oath to examine and inc^uire into the mat- 
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ter according to the evidence, without partialitj, favor, afieo- 
tion, prejudice, or hope of reward. 

At half -past &ve in the aftemoos of the 1st of April, Qen- 
end Grant having learnt that General Sheridan was about to 
assault at Five Forks (at the time the ntaff ofBcer carrying 
the information left General Sberidan'a command), directed 
that the left of the Second Corps should be thrown forward, 
BO as to hold the Wliite Oat road and prevent the enemy 
from Bending any force against General Sheridan by that 
road. This waa done at once, and the road was held strongly 
by Miles'a division. By nine o'clock General Grant had re- 
ceived intelligence of the defeat and rout of Pickett at Five 
Porks, and apprehending that General Lee might hastily 
abandon his lines and fall upon General Sheiidan, ordered 
that General Humphreys should at once foci for a vulnerable 
poiut in the enemy's intrench ments, and, if one was found, 
t« assault immediately, and if successful to push on at once 
after the enemy. If he could not carry their linea by mid- 
night, then he must send General Miles's division to Geneial 
Sheridan. The artillery of the corps was opened, and both 
Miles and Mott attacked at once, drove in the enemy's pick- 
ets and got up close to the slashings of the intrenchments, 
but could not carry them. The en^mj was vigilant and ac- 
tive, and opened heavily with his artillery. As the lines 
were not vulnerable. General Miles was sent down the White 
Oak road to General Sheridan shortly after midnight, com- 
munication with his cavalry along the road having been pre- 
viously opened. The left of Mott was then thrown back, bat 
he kept up constant attacks throughout the night, both he 
and General Hays feeling the enemy closely and holding 
their divisions ready to take advantage of any weakening on 
his part and assault. A general bombardment of the Con- 
federate lines was carried on throughout the night 

General Ord, General Wright, and General Parke had, 
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during the three days of their qniet, been carefully esamin- 
ing the enomy's works and ground in their front, and plan- 
ning and arranging for the assault which they were now or- 
dered to make at four o'clock in the morning of the 2d of 
April. Upon carrying the works they were to move toward 
Peterabni'g. The Second Corps was to be thrown foi-wai-d in 
the BBJoe direction. General Sheridan was to start at day- 
light and sweep up the White Oak rood and all north of it to 
Petersburg. 

The Ckinfederate intrenchments in front of General Ord's 
and General Wright's commands weje held by four brigades 
of Hill's corps, under the command of General Wilcoi, Da- 
vis's, McComb's, Lane's, and Thomas's, numbering, accord- 
ing to the return of February 20th, about 4,000 enlisted men. 
The intrenchments in front of General Parke's command 
were held by General Gordon's corps, numbering, according 
to the BBme return, about 7,600 enlisted men. 

The account that General Wright gives of his assault on 
the morning of the 2d of April, by which the enemy's in- 
trenchments were carried and General Lee forced to abandon 
Ills tines, is so clear and so instructive that I shall use his 
own language in the narrative as far as I can. He says ; 

Ab early as the evening of the .TOth of March he was in- 
structed to be pi-epared to assault the enemy's works in his 
front. On the evening of the Ist of April he waa directed to 
make the attack at i a.m. next day. The works to be at- 
tacked were those extending fi-om the Jones house to a point 
opposite the left of the Sixth Corps. 

The point chosen for assonjt was selected after the most 
careful consideration, based upon personal examinaticu and 
the reports of a large number of officers who had scanned 
the works for a long time. It was in front of Forts Fisher 
and Welch. The ground to be passed over was perfectly 
cleared of trees, and ofilercd few natural obstacles except the 
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marahea with wLich the front of the enemy's line was inter- 
sected. The point was near the left of the coipa line ; on its 
right wtis au inundation which wob impracticable, while still 
further to the right, before reaching the Ninth Corps, were 
the strong original defensive works, in the vieinity of the 
Lead Works ; after-observation showed that the selection was 
the beat that could have been made. The parapets had high 
relief and deep ditches, preceded (it was found) by two lines 
of abatia, well constmcted, with a fraiae between them. 
Every few hundred yards were batteries well supplied with 
artillery. But for the capture of the enemy's intrenched 
picket line on the 25th of March, the attack of the 2d of 
April could not have succeeded. The position then gained 
was indispensable to the operations on the main lines, by af- 
fording a place for assembling the assaulting columns within 
striking distance of the enemy's main iutreuchments. 

The troops were drawn out of the iutreuchments, leaving 
the smallest garrison possible in the forts and very few men 
in the connecting lines. The three divisions were formed for 
the assault jnst in rear of the picket line ; the Pirst Division 
on the right ; the Second in the centre ; the Third on the 
left ; the centre division being in advance of the others. All 
were formed by brigade with regiment-front. Every pre- 
caution was taken to enauie success. There were pioneers 
in front, and artillerymen provided with implements so that 
captured guns might be tamed on the enemy were with the 
columns. 

Careful instruetiona were given to guide the movement of 
the troopa when they captured the works. There was not 
light enough to see until 4.40 a.m.; then the men eonld see to 
step, though nothing could be distinguished at the distance 
of a few yards. Then the signal, the firing of a gnn at Fort 
Fisher, was given. The columns moved promptly at the sig- 
nal, broke over the enemy's picket line, meeting little resiat- 
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ance, and poured in masses over the mEiin detenses, under a 
mnsketiy fire from the parapets and a heavy artillery fire from 
the batteries. Abatis were cut away, and through the open- 
ings thna made, and ilerough tliose made by the eneiny for his 
convenience of access to the front, the works were gained. A 
brief bnt sharp conflict occurred, which soon resulted in giv- 
ing US possession of the whole front of attack,' In the ardor 
of the attack some troops from each division crossed tha 
Boydton road and reached the South Side Railroad.' Ee- 
forming the lines, the troops moved down the works to 
Hatcher's Eim, capturing all the artillery and a very largo 
number of prisoners. A brigade of the Sixth Corps was left 
to hold tha captured works and gain more to the right, which 
it did, but it was t^mjjorarily unable to hold a part of those 
gained against an attempt to recover them made by General 
"Wilcox, until rfiinforced by Foster's division and two brigades 
of Turner's di\ision of General Gibbon's corps. About 7 a.m. 
Harris's brigade of Turner's division carried the enemy's line 
near Hatcher's Run, and met the Sixth Corps there sweeping 
everything before it. 

On reaching Hatcher's Run the Sixth Corps faced about 
and moved toward Petersburg. At the request of General 
Gibbon, commanding the Twenty-fourth Corps, he was 
allowed to pass the Sixth, which followed on his right and 
left, and halted in front of the enemy's lines, closing on the 
Appomattoi neai' the "Whitworth house. 

Genera] "Wright's troops were so exhausted, having been 
eighteen hours under arms, that it was considered unad- 
visable to attack until the next morning. 

■ Gmaml Wristit tolil me that tbiti wu tbe wesliM: part nf nil ttae Viae he «w. 



• It la probsble that Oenoral A. P. ffiU wm kUled I17 am 
VXBfaoCHeBt of tha BoyJtDn E<Ad early 111 the action oft 
B Annf dI ffortbemVLri^ia trooi Ui 
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General Parke kept up the fire of all his artillerj nntil I 
A.M. of the 2d of Apidl, reopening it at four o'clock, when 
General AViU(.'ox made a demoustiatiou against the enemy's 
works opiwaite Fort Stedman. 

For the assault General Farke oonoentrated Hartranffa 
division on the right of Fort Sedgwick, and massed Potter's 
on its left. The coliunna of assault (colnmns of regiments) 
were formed between his intrenchments and his picket line 
at 3 A.M., storming jaonoer parties, carrying axes, being 
placed in front. At holf-poet four o'clock the assaulting 
colunms went forward ; tbo pioneers cut away abatis and 
chevatix-de-friae, and under a heavy musketry, gun, aad 
mortar flre the enemy"!! works were captured, with 12 guna, 
some colors, and 800 prisoners. Turning to the right. Mil- 
ler's salient was captured ; turning to the left, the intrench- 
nient •xaa found to be hcas-ily traversed, and the fighting 
went on from traverse to traverse. 

But a rear line of works remained in possession of tbe 
enemy, which General Parke endeavored to carry, but unsuc- 
cessfully. His loss in officers was severe. Among the 
wounded was General Potter. 

The x>osition gained by General Parke extended 400 yards 
on each side of the Jerusalem plank-road, and included 
several forts and redans. Frequent attempts were made by 
General Gordon during the day to retake the works, but 
without success. The firing continued all day and into the 

During tlie night of the 1st and 2d of April, General 
Humphreys was directed not to attack the Crow house re- 
doubts in consequence of the absence of one of his divisions, 
but about 6 a.m., being informed by General Meade that both 
Generals Parke and Wright had carried and held positions 
of the enemy's lines, General Humphreys directed General 
Hays to assault the redoubts, preparations for irbich had 
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been made in the night. The attack was HuccesBftil, the 
works, their artillery, and the greater part of the garriaon 
being captured. About half-past seven General Mott eai>- 
tnred the intrenched picket line at the BurgeBs'a mill worka 
under severe artilletj &nd musketry flre, and about Lalf-paat 
eight the enemy were moving rapidly out of their intrench- 
menta hy their right flank, attacked sharply by Mott. 

At nine o'clock, receiving intelligence from General Miles 
that he was on his return, being, when he sent word, on the 
"White Oak road about two miles west of the enemy's intrenoh- 
meats at the Claiborne road junction, General Humpbreya 
directed General Miles, General Mott, and General Haya to 
pursne the enemy by the Claiborne road toward Sutherland 
St-ation. Ee expected by this movement to cloHe in on the 
rear of all the enemy's force, which General Wright, by 
penetrating their works, had cut off from Petersburg, while 
General Sheridan would probably strike their flank and front. 
This force consisted of HcGowan's, McRae's, Scoles's, and 
Coot's brigades of Hill's corps under General Heth, and An- 
derson's command, consisting of Johnson's and Pickett's di- 
visions and Fitz Lee's cavah-y. General Meade was at once 
advised of this, as it was not in accordance with his orders, 
and as he did not approve of this movement the orders to the 
division commanders were changed. Mott and Hays were 
ordered to move on the Boydton road toward Petersburg 
imd connect on the right with General Wright, and Miles tu 
move toward Petersburg by the first road met after crossing 
Hatcher's Bun. 

Overtaking Milee's division near Sutherland Station on the 
South Side Bailroad, General Humphreys found that it had 
just come up with the brigades under General Heth, which 
ware forced to halt and give battle. General Heth selected 
a position for theia on the summit of a smooth open ridge, 
at the foot of which, some six or eight hundred yards in front 
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of the crest, was a small sti'eam. The ground then rose again 
t^D the same height, the slope being covered with oak anil 
pine wood. The Confederate position wtm intrenched hastily 
as well as time admitted. Finding tliat General Miles was 
eatiafied that he conld defeat the force before him, General 
Humphreys left him to aocompliah it and rejoined his two 
other divittione, that in the meantime were moving toward 
Petersburg, in front of which thej were formed on the left 
of Wright. 

As soon aa General Miles exandned the position of G^Deral 
Cook, who now commanded the force opposed to him (Gen- 
eral Heth Laving been called to Peterabnrg to take conunand 
of Hill's corjjs), he attacked impetuously with tlie brigades of 
Nogent and Mudill, and was rejniLted, Madili being severely 
wounded. 

About half-past twelve Genend Miles attacked the Con- 
federate left with Madill's brigade, Genei-al McDougall com- 
manding, but notwithstanding the gallant manner in which 
the attack was made, aided by the artillery of the division, it 
was repulsed. General McDougall being among the wounded. 

About three o'clock General Miles, having enveloped the 
enemy's right with a strong skirmish line, attacked his left 
with Ramsey's brigade with complete success, sweeping down 
inside the breastworks, capturing 600 prisoners, one battle- 
flag, and two guns. The enemy retreated in confusion toward 
the Appomattox, some crossing to the north side at Exeter 
mills ; but the body of them moved up the river in disorder 
toward Amelia Court House, where they arrived at noon of 
the 4th. 

About half-past two General Meade, having learned that 
General Miles needed support, directed General Humphreys 
to take one of his divisions toward Sutherland Station for that 
purpose. Arriving there by the Coxe road. General Hum- 
phreys found that Oeneial Miles's last attack had been cout' 
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pletely Buccessful. Probably the whole force wonlfl hara 
been captured m the morning had the Second Corps con- 
tinued its march toward Sutherland Station. 

The main line of the Confederate intrenchmentfl closing 
upon the Appomattox west of Petersburg laa along the cast 
bank of Old Town or Indian Town Creek. In front of this 
line on the opposite side of the creek, about 1,000 yards dis- 
tant, were Home advanced works, the mait important of which 
were Forta Gregg and Whitworth, the former enclosed at the 
rear with a ditch eight or ten. feet deep, of about the same 
width, and the parapet of corresponding height and thick- 
ness. Fort Whitworth waa of similar dimensions, but open 
Kt the gorge. 

Field's division of Longstreet's corps, two brigades of Gor- 
don's, and some of Wilcox's troops were placed in the main 
line of works. General Wilcox says, the 200 infantry in Fort 
Gregg was composed of detachments from Thomas's aaid 
Lane's brigades of Hill's corps, and Harris's of Gordon's cori>s. 
There were two guns in Gregg, three in Whitworth ; General 
Earris's brigade formed the garrison of the latter work. 

As soon as General Ord'a and General Wright's commands 
arrived before these works, Foster's division of Gibbon's 
CoiiJS was ordered to charge them, and moved forwaid 
steadily under artillery and musketry fire, to find Fort Gregg 
surrounded by a deep, wide ditch partially filled nith water, 
and flanked by fire on the right and left. Turner's First and 
Second brigades were cow pushed up as supports, while his 
Third Brigade, General Hajria'a, aaaailed Fort Whitworth, 
The enemy, Geneiul Gibbon saya, made a desperate resia- 
tance, and it was not until Fort Gregg we.s nearly surrounded, 
and hia men liad succeeded in climbing upon the parapet 
under a murderous fire, that the place was finally taken by 
the ^t of several detei-mined dashes with the bayonet, 
General Hanis and a portion of the First Division, he says, 
10* 
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carried Fort WMtworth at the same time. General Wilcox 
sajs tlib ttoopa were ordeied to retire from this work to pre- 
Tent further eaciiflce. 

General Gibboa saja, o£ the assault upon Fort Gregg, thai 
it wat! one of the moat desperate of the war, that Mtj-five of 
the enemy were found dead inside the fort, whilst his own 
loss during the day, most of which occurred around these 
two works, was 10 officers and 112 enlisted men killed, and 
27 officers and 565 enlisted men wounded, making a total 
loss of 71i. Two gunH (iu Fort Gregg), seveial colors, and 
about 3U0 oiEcera and men were captured. 

When the Confederate linos were carried. General Ander- 
son was directed to move up along the Appomattox Biver 
toward Amelia Court House, on the road to which he waa 
joined b; such forc« as General Pickett had, and hj the 
troops of Hill's cordis under General Cook. His rear was 
covered by General Pita Lee. 

Oenemi Sheridan's cavalry. General Merrit leading, moved 
northward, crossing the South Side Bailroad midway between 
Ford's and Sutherland's depots, neai' Ford's Meeting House, 
pushing the enemy's cavalry, who resisted their advance up 
to the crossing of Namozine Creek, where, Geneiai Merritt 
says, a spirited fight took place with the enemy's infantry. 

General Sheridan moved the Fifth Corpa tip the White 
Oak road two miles toward the Cl^bome road, when it re- 
tm-ned to Five Forks and moved across Hatcher's Kiin on 
the Ford road, and across the South Side Bailroad to the 
Coie road, driving out of the way some dismounted cavalry, 
then moved eastward along the Cose road toward Suther- 
land Station, but turned off on the Namozine road, and 
halted for the night near Williamson's, at the intersection of 
the Namozine by the Biver road. General Crawford's divi- 
sion was sent forward to General Merritt at the crossing of 
Namozine Creek. 
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"When the Confederate intrencluneata were carried by the 
Sixth Corps on the morning of the 2d, General Leo at once 
notified Mr. JeiTerson Davis that he would be compelled to 
abandon his lines during the following night, and that he 
would endearor to reach DaoviUe, Mr. Dsiia at once took 
meastirea to withdraw the personiiBl and the arehiveH of the 
Confederate Government from Hichmond by the Danville 
Bailroad.' 

At three o'clock in the aftemooD, General Lee gave the final 
orders for the retreat, which commenced at eight o'clock, at 
night, the artillery preceding the infantry, the wagon traina 
keeping as much as possible upon roads where there were to 
be no troopG. The trains and troops crossed to the north 
side of the Appomattox by the ponton, Pocahontas and rail- 
road bridges. The point of assemblage was Amelia Court 
House. General Longetrcet, with Field's division, and 
Heth's and Wilcox's diviBiona of Hill's corps, led the column, 
moving on the Eiver road, intending to reeroBS the river at 
£evil'a bridge, but that being out of ordei', used the ponton 
bridge laid at Goode's bridge. 

General Gordon, taking the Hickory road, recrossed the 
Appomattox at Goode's bridge, following Longatreet, and 
Mahone's division, passing through Cheaterfield Court 
House, also crossed at Goode's bridge, following Gordon. 
General Eweil's command, composed of General Kershaw's 
and General Custis Lee's divisions, crossed the James Eiver 
at and below Bichmond, and taking the Genito toad, fol- 
lowed by Gary's cavaliy, crossed the Appomattox by the 
Danville Eailroad bridge. The larger part of General An- 
derson's command, composed of Pickett's and Bushrod John- 
son's divisions, moved up along the south bank of the 

> Had Oeneral Lm nbundoaed hix lines on the night of the let of April to at 
lack OanerBl Bhendan, Ihcro wonld hava been only rIi or eoven houra of nlfrht 
tot ttili wlUidiiiHal, too atiurl ■ Lime (» eaeai, it. Ibej saw liad Cwesly hoiuB. 
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Appomatto>i, Geoetal Fitz Le«, with bis caTali;, bringing op 
Iherear. 

Orders were given b; GeneiKl Grant for tbe assault of the 
Petersbiirg and Richmond lines ewlj oq the morning of the 
3d, bat at three o'clock in the nionting it was discovered that' 
Qeneral Lee had abandoneil ail his intrenclmients. Petets- 
hnrg was taken itossession of br General Willcoi with his 
division, his troops and those at Citr Point being placed 
under the command of General Warren. 

The fonusl eurrender of Biuhmond was made to Qenerol 
WeitKcl at the Citr Hall, at 8.15 a.k.' 



JdhtMon L, Ito FejvUr, mad Capta] 
of AnfDn;. bOti of OcnenI WcHt 
Oennsl J. WUU de FefUK. ■ jm: 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

LEE'S AHMY ASSEMBLED AT AMELIA COURT HOUSE- 
NIGHT MAECH PAST MEADE'S AND SHERIDAN'S LEFT 
FLANK— ATTACKED WHILE RETREATING— BATTLES 
OF SAILOR'S CREEK— RETREAT CONTINUED DURING 
THE NIGBT — HALTS NEAR FARMVILLE — CORRB- 
BPONDENCB BETWEEN GRANT AND LEE-SURREN- 
DER OP LEE AT APPOMATTOX — SURRENDER OF 
ALL OTHER CONFEDERATE ARMIBS- ARMY OP THE 
POTOMAC DISBANDED. 

It was well understood that General Len would move either 
to Danville or to Lynehbiirg, and Gsnerol Grant's direetiona 
for the march of (he armies were snch aa to intercept his re- 
treat, whichever route he might take. General Sheridan, 
■with hia cavalry and the Fifth Corps wexe to move in a west- 
erly direction, south of and near to the Appomattox River, 
BO as to feel Lee's army constantly, and at the some time to 
strike the Danville Railroad between its crasRin;; of the Appo- 
mattox and its crossing of the Lynchburg Bailroad at Burke's 
Junction. General Meade, with the Second and Sixth Corps, 
was to follow General Sheridan, moving- westward in the gen- 
eral direction of Amelia Old Court House, with similar gen- 
oral objects in view. General Ord, with the Twenty-fourth 
Corps and Bimey*s colored troops, followed by the Ninth 
Corps, was to move along the South Side Bailroad to Burke'B 
Janction. 
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The pursuit of Lee was takeE np narlj on the 3d, the lead- 
ing brigade of Custei's division, commanded 1)y Colonel 
Welles, overtaking neat Namozine Church the rear of FitK 
Lee's cavalry, Barringet's brigade, wiiicli suffered severely 
in the contest, the couimauder and many others being cap- 
tured. At Deep Creek General Fitz Lee placed his com- 
mand in a strong defensive position, Wise's and Hunton's 
brigades forming part of the rear guard. A sharp engage- 
ment took place about dark, Merritt's troops attacking. The 
cavalry halted here for the night, the Fifth, Second, and 
Sixth Corps well closed up. 

General Sheridan having ascertained that General Lee was 
probably concentrating at Amelia Court Honse, ordered Gen- 
eral Crook, on the 4th, to strike the Danville Eailroad be- 
tween Burke's Junction and Jetersville, and then move to- 
ward the latter place, and General Griffin to march direct to 
Jetersville. Both commands reached there late in the after- 
noon, when General Sheridan leaTnt that General Lee's army 
was at Amelia Court House, about eight miles northeast from 
Jetersville. General Mackenzie's division at the same time 
had got to within a few mdes of the Court House, on the 
south approach to it. The Fifth Corps intrenched so as to 
hold the position until Meade's troops could be got up. Gen- 
eral Sheridan at once sent the information he had obtained 
to General Meade and General Grant. 

The Second and Sixth Corps had followed the Fifth Corps 
closely until about eleven o'clock in the morning of the 4th, 
when Merritt's cavalry, coming in from the right, and having 
precedence necessarily delayed the progress of the infantry, 
HO that it was night by the time it reached Deep Creek. 

General Meade, upon receiving the information sent him 
by General Sheridan, directed the Second Corps to march 
for Jetersville at one o'clock in the moriung of the 5th 
aad the Sixth Corps to follow ; but a short distance beyond 
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Deep Creek, General Memtt'a cavalry, which had been to 
tlie vicinity of BevU'a bridge, on the Appomattox, again 
came into the road from the right on its way to Jetersviile, 
so that it was half-past two in the afternoon of the 5tb, when 
.the Second Corps began to arrive at Jetetsville, followed by 
the Sixth Ck)rpH. Both went into position, the Second Corps 
on the left, the Siith on the right of the Fifth Corps.' 

But, in fact, X/ee'a army was not concentrated at Amelia 
Court House by the night of the 4th. Longatreet's com- 
mand was there on the afternoon of the 4th ; Gordon's, if not 
there, was not more than four or five miles distant. Ma- 
lone's division was near Goode'a bridge, ten or twelve milos 
off. Ewell's command did not arrive at the Court House be- 
fore midday of the 5th.' Anderson's command, the rear 
bronght up by Fitz Lee's cavalry, arrived on the morning of 
&e 6th. General Mahone's division was now assigned to 
General Longstreet's command. General Swell retained the 
troops that had marched with him, the Navy battaUon com- 
manded by Commodore Tucker being attached to General 
rCostis Lee's di^'ision. General Anderson retained Pickett's 
^'And Bnahrod Johnson's divisions, and General Gordon his 
r-own corps. 

Rations were obtained here bj a part of Lee's anny, but 
I'some of his trooxia were already sofTering for the want of 
lood, want of sleep, and from e:ccessive fatigne. The roads 
were very heavy owing to the copioufi rains, ■and in fact 
Vere nearly impassable for wagon trains. 

On the C>th General Lee sent forward his spare aitillerj 
(under General Lindsey Walker) and his trains by roads on 



' Ltlt^ worklnp pArtica trora tho Setnnd and Siith Corps ^ero at work on thi 
CAda dntibg ttio ^J, 4Lh, and Eth, for tb^j' wciro nearly Impaasuble for wogoi 

*Ciutia Leo'adlvMoa had He eubbietenca und baggogo wsfonB dcBtxoyed b^ 
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the right flauk of those his troops would take in maving 
toward Danville, or Lynchburg, and in the afternoon ad- 
vanced toward Jeteraville, with a view to attacking if no 
hea\y force of infantry had reiaforeed Sheridan's command ; 
but hia cavalry, Oeneral W. H. F. Lee'a division, advising 
him that Sheridan had been heavily reinforced, he turned 
his eolnian nori^hward toward a bridge across Flat Creek, 
some five niilea from the position now held by Sheridan and 
Meade in force. Flat Creek, a tributary of the Appomattox, 
is eighty or one hundred feet wide, and so deep (in its shal- 
lowest places coming up to the armpits of infantry) that 
bridges are essential to its passage br an army. Just after 
sunset the head of Lee's column, Longstreet's corps, had 
crossed the creek, and had arrived at Amelia Sulphur 
SpiingH, which is on the creek near the bridge over that 
ntream on the road from the springs to Jetersvillc. Oenoral 
Lee still hoped, by a well-conducted night march westward, 
to get so far in advance that he might certainly reach Lynch- 
burg by passing through Dcatonsville, Bice's Station, and 
Farmville, and possibly might roach Danville. 

On the morning of the 5th General Sheridan sent General 
Davies's brigade of Crook's division to make a reconnoissance 
to Paine's Crosa-Koads (Painoville), about five miles north 
of Amelia Springs, to ascertain if the enemy were making 
any movement toward that fiank to escape. At Paineville 
Daviea found 8 wagon train moving westward, escorted by 
Gary's cavalry brigade ; it attacked, drove off the escort 
(taking some prisoners), burned the wagons, and captured 
five pieces of artillery, probably part of those in General 
Walker's charge. It is said that the papers of Greneral 
Bobert E. Lee's Headquarters, containing many valuable 
reports, copies of but few of which are now to be found, 
were destroyed by the burning of these wagons. General 
Fitz Xise saya that his own Headijiiart«rs' wagons were 
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among those doBtroyed. General Fitz Lee, with Mnnford'a 
and Rosser's divisions, was sent agidnst Davies, whom he 
followed closel;f, attai;kiiig him at Amelia Sprtngn about 
aunaet, just before he retfflOBsed Flat Creek, by whioh time 
he was Eupported by General Crook, with Gregg's and 
Smith's brigadeB. 

The march of the army of Northera Virginia was continned 
throughout the night, the head of Longatreet'a column ar- 
riving at Rice's Station, on the Lynchburg Eailroad, abont 
Bunriae of the 6th, where it was joined by General Lee in the 
eourae of the morning. There Longstroet was to wait the 
coming up of the rest of Lee's army. Anderson followed 
Longstreet, Ewell, Anderson. Ewell was at Amelia Spiings 
about eight o'clock in the morning. Gordon formed the rear 
guard. At daylight of the Gth, Fitz Lee with his cavalry, 
which had halted for the night at Amelia Springs, niEirched 
toward Bice's Station, where he joined Longstreet. 

Tiie trains, which were long, kept on the roads on the 
right flank of the troops and were to cross Sailor's Creek at 
PerkiuBon's mill, near its mouth in the Appomattox. The 
troops were to cross it two or three miles higher up, on the 
rood to Bice's Station. The bridges over Flat Creek, by 
which Lee's troops and trains crossed, as well aa that at 
Amelia Springs, were destroyed. 

At eight o'clock on the night of the 6th, General Meade, 
ia his despatch to General Grant, who had not yet arrived at 
Jef«rsvillo, informed him that as the Sixth Corps could not 
get up until about six o'clock, be was unable to attack that 
night, but that he would attack Lee at sis o'clock on the 
morning ot the 6th with the Second, Fifth, and Sixth Corps, 
in conjunction with General Sheridan. In accordance with 
that despatth, he directed those corps to advance the next 
morning at that hour on the enemy at Amelia Court House, 
and attack him, the Fifth Corps to move along the rail- 
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load, the Second Corps on its left, the Sixth Corpg oa 
right. 

Geaeral Ord, with Gibbon's Twenty-fourth Corps troops, 
arrived at Burke's Junction late at night oa the Qth, having 
nuFched flfty-two miles since the morning of the 3d. Bir- 
ney's colored troops were left at Blacks and Whites Station. 
On the evening of the 5th, General Ord learned from General 
Sheridan that he was at Jetersville with his cavaby and the 
Fifth Corps, and that Lee's army was at Amelia Court House. 
Before arriviiig at Burke's Junction, General Ord received 
directioDH from General Grant to destroy High Bridge and 
the other bridges in Lee'a front, in order to interrupt his 
movement toward Danville or Lynchburg. Before daylight 
of the 6th, General Ord sent two email regiments of infantry, 
together only 500 strong, and his Headquarters cavalry, 80 
in number, under Colonel Waahbum, of the Fifth Maaaachu- 
setts. General Theodore Bead of his staff conducting the 
party, to bnm High Bridge and the bridges at f anaville, if 
not too well guarded. 

On the morning of the 6th Oeneral Meade began to ad- 
vance toward Amelia Court House, but at half-paat eight, 
when the troops were about four miles out. General Hum- 
phreys discovered a strong column of the enemy's infautiy 
on the north bazik of Flat Creek, moving westward (a part of 
the colonm had already entered the woods in their front), and 
directing General Mott to send a brigade across the creek, 
to attack and develop the force, halted the rest of his com- 
mand, communicated the information to General Meade,and 
began preparations to cross the creek. General Miles me 
while brought some guns to the bank of the creek and opened 
upon the column. This, even if not effective {which it was), 
would give notice that the enemy had been come up with. 
ApiMirently it was the rear of Lee's anny. 

A short time before this took place, Meade's signal ofBoeis 
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had diHcovered trains several miles distant in a northwest 
direction neax Deatonsiille, with cavolij escorting them, 
moying west. General Griffin, at Hill's Shop, received un- 
doabted infonnation that Lee had left Amelia Court Hoose 
and had moved west. At half'paet nine General Meade's 
signal officers discovered an infantry column three or four 
miles distant in a straight liue, in a northwest direction, and 
another six or seven miles distant, both moving quickly. 
All this information left no doubt that General Lee had been 
passing onr left during the night, and General Meade at once 
faced his army about, and directed the Second Corp« to move 
cm Deatonsville, the Fifth Corps through Paineville on the 
light of the Second, and the Sixth Corps to move through 
Jetersville and take position, on the left of the Second. 

The Second Corps at once began crossing Flat Creek, some 
of the trooyra wading across with the water up to their arm- 
pits, while bridges were built in an incredibly short space of 
time for the passage of the rest of the infantry and of the 
artillery and ambulances. 

A sharp nmning flght ooimnenced at once with Gordon's 
corps, which was continued over a distance of fourteen miles, 
during which several partially intrenched positions were car- 
ried. The country was broken, consisting of woods with 
dense undergrowth and swamps, alternating with open fields, 
through and over which the lines of battle followed closely 
the skirmish line, with a rapidity and good order that 
JB believed to be unexampled. Aiiillery moved with our 

General Anderaou halted some time in the morning at a 

lint about three miles west of Deatonsville, at J. HotL's 

where the road from Deatonsville forks, one liraach 

hhuiniag abruptly to the right and mnning down Sailor's 

ik at aiwut a mile's distance from it ; the othei'brauch of 

fork is the road to Eice's Station, and does not change 
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its direction. The ground at thiH fork is high, declining in 
Eui even slope of clear ground to SaUor's Creek, about a mil " 
off. 

Early on the morning of the 6th, General Sheridftu directed 
Genoral Oi'ook to move to DentonBTille, and Geaei'al Menitt 
to follow him. Moving on the Pride's Cliurcli road, General 
Crook ascertained that the enemy were passing through 
Deatons-i-ille, their trains on the Jamestown road. Tlieae he 
endeavored, about midday, to cut off at the forks of the road 
near Hott'a, but found them strongly guarded by Anderson, 
who repelled the attempt. The head of Ewell's ti'oops was 
about a ndle in real- of Anderson at this time, coming up, and 
after its arrival took part in repulsing a seuond attempt of 
Crook, aided by Jlerritt, upon the trains at tliiu point. 
Pickett had crossed Sailor's Creek, and when the head of 
Gordon's coips lipgan fo arrive at the forks of the rood, An- 
derson crossed the creek with Johnson's division, and, with 
Pickett, formed across the road to Bice's Station on high 
ground, where they made some temj^raly breastworks. 
Ewell followed Anderson across the creok, halting upon it. 

General Merritt and General Crook moved parallel with 
the enemy's line of march, on its left flank, impeding the 
movement of the column wherever practicable, and crossing 
Sailor's Creek. General Ouster, when south of the creek, 
succeeded in striking the column at a weak point, destroying 
a lai^e number of wagons and capturing Huger's part of 
three batteries (12 guns). Stagg's brigade of Devin's division 
remained near the forks of the road and subsequently tinited 
with the Sixth Corps in its attack on Ewell. Gordon, after 
the passage of the main trains of Iiee's army, took the right- 
hand fork, covering them, the Second Corps close npon him. 

Upon arriving at the forks near Hott's at about half-past 
four o'clock, General Humphreys perceived Swell's troops, 
or part of them, apparently forming line of battle along the 
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north side of Sailor's Creek. They appeared to lie about two 
brigades strong. Knowing that General Sheridan's cayaliy 
■were close upon the enemy on the Bice's Station road, though 
uot aware that Anderson's aommaiid waa aerosa that road on 
the crest beyond Ewell, and seeing the whole of the Sixth 
Corps near at hand {a brigade of Seymour's diyision was tem- 
porarily miied with the Second Corps near Hott'sJ, General 
Hnmphreys continued hia pursuit of Gordon's corps, which 
had turned down the creek on the right-hand fork of the 
road. The i-unning contest with Gordon's corps continued 
for three miles forther, the road for many milen being strewn 
with tents, camp equipage, b^gage, battery- forges, limbers, 
and wagons. Its lost attempted stand was near Ferkinson's 
millH on Sailor's Creek, where just before dark a short, sharp 
contest gave us 13 flags, 3 guns, several hundred prisoners, 
and a large part of the main trains of Lee's army, which were 
huddled together in a confused mass at the orossiug of the 
creek. Gordon attempted to form on the high ground on the 
opposite side of the creek, bat fell back quickly from it as 
our troops crossed. Night put a stop to the pursuit until 
daylight of the 7th, for the country and roads were unknown 
to us. Genei'al Gordon reached High Bridge that night. 

The captures of the corps were 13 flags, 4 guns, and 
1,700 prisoners. The enemy's killed and wounded prob- 
ably exceeded our own, and their total loss could not have 
been less than 2,000. The destruction of the wagon trains 
must have caused much additional suffering in Lee's army. 

Our own killed and wounded were 311 of the First and 
Second divisions. General Mott being among the wounded. 

When at the Amelia Springs in the morning General 
Humphreys was informed tlint there was a column of the 
enemy moving along the Paineville road, and therefore 
directed General Barlow, who commanded the Second Div- 
ision (having just reported for duty in the morning), to 
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mot^ j.i the extreme right of the corps ; but the informa- 
tion having been altogether erroneoUH, that division did not 



The Fifth Corps, fonaing the right of the anny, moved 
on the Paineville road to Ligontown Feiry, a distance of 
thirty-two milea, but encoacterecl none of the enemy. 

Oenernl Crook moving to the left found General AndeiBon 
sti'ongly posted on high ground with temporary breastworks 
running across d road, and sent Qregg, 

dismounted, to talte and form aci'OEs the road. 

General Smith, his l>"i unted, formed on Gregg's 

right ; Davias, moi sd in front of Anderson's 

works. General Me Devin and Custer on the 

right of Crook. 

Ab soon as Seyior heaton'a divisions of the 

Sixth Corps arrived, ht formed them for atta<^fc. 

cm the iKirtli Hide of Sailor's Creek, on the open slope de- 
scending from Holt's to the creek, Seymour's division on 
the right of the road, hia left resting on it, Wheaton'a divi- 
sion on Seymour's left. Wright's artillery at short distance 
opened with a destructive fire without receiving any response 
from Ewell, showing that he had no artillery with him, 
which in fact neither he nor Anderson had. 

General Ewell bad formed his troops in a good position 
some Uttle distance from the creek on a crest, in front of 
which was a thicket of young pines, beyond or in front of 
which y-'sa the creek. Facing north to meet the Sixth Corps, 
General Kershaw was on the right of the I'oad, General Cus- 
tis Lee on the left. The Navy battalion was in rear of his 
right as a reseri-e. 

When General Ewell learnt from General Anderson that 
the cavalry held the road in his front, he proposed that they 
should strike through the woods to their right and reach a 
road further west that led to FarmviUe, or unite and attack 
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the cavalry in Amierson'a front ; but before they conld ar- 
range for eitber attempt the Sisth Corps was forming- close 
to them. Seymour's and Wheaton's divisioiiB now chnrged 
Ewell's position and carried it handsomely, except, General 
Wright says, at a point on the right of the road, where the 
Navy battalion made a conntercharge upon that part of his 
line. These troops, he says, were surrounded by Seymour's 
and Wheaton's divisions on their flanks, the artillery, sup- 
ported by Getty's division, in their front, and the cavalry 
in their rear; he had ceased firing supposing them to bo 
prisoners, but at once opened again the artillery and infantry 
flie U]>on them, when they surrendered. General Stagg with 
his brigade of cavalry, directed by General Sheridan, atmck 
Ewell's right flank . 

As soon as General Wright's artillery was in jwsition, Gen- 
eral Sheridan ordered General Crook and General Memtt to 
attack, when a general assault was made by them. Crook's 
two dismounted brigades on the left turning and going over 
Anderson's works, while Davies, General Crook Bays, "made 
one of tho finest ehargea of the war, riding over and captur- 
ing the works and their defenders. The enemy on the right 
who were thus cut off from retreat surrendered, and were 
taken by different parties." 

General Ewell says that he held on until Anderson was 
broken, and until the Sixth Corps line came round his left 
and indeed was already in his rear, his right also completely 
enveloped, when he surrendered. The whole of Ewell's com- 
mand was either killed, wounded, or captm-ed, except 250 of 
Kershaw's diwsion. 

According to the most reliable information I have been 
able to obtain. General Ewell had about S,GIM men on the 
ground. General Anderson about 6,300, making a total force 
of about 10,000. General Ewell lost about 3,400, General 
Anderson about 2,600, making the total loss of both com- 
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jnanda about 6,000 in Idlled, wonuded, and prisonere. Among 
the prisDQera were Generalii Ewell, Kershaw, Custju Lee, and 
Subose, of EweU'ti commtmd, and Oenerak Hnntou und 
Corae, of Pickett's division.' 

The total loss to Lee'a arm; to-da j in ita ootiooH with the 
Cavalry and Sixth Corps and vith the Second Oorfta woa not 
leas than 8,000. 

I have no mi^aiia of stating the nomber of the killed and 
wounded in the Oavahy. The loss ot tha Sixth Corps in 
killed and woiiuded was 442. 

General Devin advanced with hia cavalry as far as one of 
the main braachea of SaUoi'a Creek, where he halted for the 
night. Mahoue's diviaiou was on the opposite bank, having 
been aent back by General Longatreet from Bioe's Station to 
cover the eacape of the fu^tivea. 
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General Gettj advaneed two milea beyond the battlefield, 
the two other divisions of the Siith Corps closing up on him. 

General Ord, having been notified by General Sheridan, 
on the 6th, that General Lee was apparently moving toward 
Burke's JunctioD., at first jirepared to meet him there, bnt' 
snbaeqnently, with a view to intercept him, moved along tlie 
Lynchburg Bailioad with Gibbon's two divisions (orders to 
that eflfect aLio having been sent him by General Grant), and 
after marching eight or ten miles came upon Longstreet, 
intrenched at Bice's Station ; it was night, however, before 
his troops got into position. Genetiil Ord endeavored to 
warn General Bead of the movement of Lee's army, bnt un- 
Buceeasfully, and that officer passing through Faimville was 
within two miles of High Bridge when he wna encountered 
about midday by General Bosser with his own and Munford'8 
diviaion of e-avaliy. Bead's force. General Ord says, con- 
sisted of 80 cavalry and 500 infantry, A most gallant fight 
ensued, in which General Bead, Colonel Washburn, and all - 
the cavaliy officers were tilled. After heavy loss the rest of 
the force BHirendeted. General Bearing, Colonel Boston, 
and UAJor Thompson of Bosser's command were among the 
killed. 

It has been seen that General Longstreet remained halted 
at Bice's Station all day waiting tor Anderson, Ewell, and 
Gordon to unite with him. They were covering the trainFi, 
bnt notwithstanding their efforts the greater part of them 
were destroyed. Ewell's whole force was lost, together with 
neaily half of Anderson's and a lai^ part of Gordon's, all in 
a useless efibrt to save the trains. 

When Mr. Davis and General Lee determined to abandon 
the Bichmond intrenchments as soon as the roads ceased to 
be impaflsable, had preparations then been made for aban- 
doning all surplus artilleiy and discarding all oamp equi- 
page, baggage, eto. , ezoept that which could be ootned with- 
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out enonmbiaace on pack-animoiB, refaining heavy wagons 
only for anmmnitioa and hospital Bapplies (with ambulances) 
and eBtobliahing temporary depots of supplies at railroad 
stations, Lee thus lightly equipped might have united with 
Johnston at Danville, or at least have reached the monn 
near Lynchbnrg. Bat that would only have protracted the 
war for a brief period. 

As soon aa night set in Qeneral LongHtreet, with Field, 
Heth, and Wilcox, marehed tor Farmville, crossed to the 
north bonk of the Appomattox there, and on the moFning of 
the 7th began to move out on the road passing through Ap- 
pomattox Coort House to Lynchburg. He retained some 
force on the river to delay oar crossing. Goneral Fitz Leo, 
with ail his cavalry, followed Longstreet, crossing the river 
by a ford above tho bridges, leavingsome force in the vicinity 
of rarmville. 

At FarmviUe rations were distributed to Lee's army, 80, 000 
having been placed there to await its arrival. Hany of the 
officers and men had had little else than parched or 
Indian com on the 5th and 6th. 

General QordoQ, to whose command General finshrod 
Johnson's division had been attached, ci'OBsed to the north 
bonk of the Appomattox at High Bridge, where there is a 
wagon>road bridge as well as a railroad bridge. General 
Mahone'a diTision followed Gordon's troops early iii 
morning of the 7th. 

Early on the same morning General Ord, finding that 
General Longstreet had moved in the night toward Farm- 
viUe, followed to that town. Bimey'a colored division had 
now joined him. 

General Sheridan sent Iferritt's cavalry towud Prince Eld- 
word Gonrt House to intercept any movement of the enemy 
toward Danville, and Crook's to Farmville. 

General Meade directed Griffin tj» move to Prince Sidwurd 
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Court House, General HmnplireyB and Oeneml Wright to 
coutmne the direct pursuit as long as it promised Euccees. 
General Wright moved to Parmville, following General Ord. 
By the time the head of Ciook'a cavalry reached Faimville 
the enemy had ctoased there and burnt the bridges. The 
cavalry ford was too deep tor iniantry. 

The Second Corps resumed the puranit at half -past five in 
the morning of the 7th, keeping near to the river end taking 
routes which appeared to have beoa marched on by the 
largest bodies of infantry, and came upon High Bridge just 
as the enemy hsid blown up the redoubt that formed the 
bridge-head and had set fire to the raUioad bridge ' and 
were trying to bum the wagon-road bridge. But Eleneral 
Barlow, whose division was in advance, promptly sent hia 
leading men is donble-quick to secure the wagon-road 
bridge, a matter of importance since the river was not ford- 
able for infantry. 

There wore but few of the enemy at the bridge, and those 
Barlow's men drove off. Seeing their mistake, the enemy 
Bent bock a cloud of Bkirmishers to drive off the few men of 
the Second Corps that had as yet come up, bat they being 
reinforced secured the bridge, and the Second Corps began 
crossing the river at once. Mahone's division was drawn up 
on the high ground of the north bank, apparently to oppose 
the passage, his position being strengthened by two re- 
doubts, bat moved off in a northwest direction, Gordon's 
corps moving up the river along the railroad bed in the di- 
rection of Fannville. 



Thli r»llKiad bridge wu ™vcd. with tlm loes of foor ■p»o» U the north 
i^Lefly bf thuexvnjunnot Colonel Llvurmin-L-, of QcDBrml ITmnphreye^abTArT, v 
IHTty put out tlio On vbllo tbQ ojioray^B EklrmEaliGrs vora flgbtiii);; imdcr 1 
It una in DpeD deck bridgr. 
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Believing that General Lee was moving towwil Liyneh- 
burg by the old Btage-road north of the Appomattox River, 
General Htunphrejs moved with Miles and De Trobriand 
(the latter now commanding the Third Division) oa a road 
mnning northwest, which interaeeta the stage-road about 
four miles north of Farmville, but lest he might be mistakea 
in the route Leo intended to pursue, ho sent General Barlow 
to follow General Gordon along the railroad bud toward 
Farmville. Artillery eould not occomjtany him. 

General Barlow found Farmville still in possession of a 
strong force of the enemv, who had set the bridges on fire 
and were covering a wagon-train on the north bank that wm 
moving toward LjTichburg. 

The bridges were burnt and onr troops eoncentnited abont 
Farmville duringthe day, were, with theexeeption of Crook's 
cavalry, prevented from erosaing, as the river waa not tordable 
for infantry, and barely for cavalry. 

General Sarlow overtaking part of Gordon's aorpa, at once 
attacked and cut ofTa large nnmber of wagons, which were 
bnrat. In this attack, Brigadier-General Smyth, command- 
ing the Third Brigade, a gallant and highly meritorioas ofS- 
cer, was mortally wounded. His fall led to the loss of some 
part of the skirmish line. 

General Humphreys, with Miles and De Trobriand, arrived 
near the Lynchburg stage-road about one o'clock, when he 
suddenly came in contact witJi the enemy, who opened on 
him with Poagae's sixteen gnns ; dispositions were at once 
made for attack, and a heavy skirmish line was pressed close 
up against the enemy to develop his position. It was soon 
found, from the prisonei^ taken, that Lee's whole army was 
present in a strong position covering the stage and plank 
roads to Lynchburg, which had been intrenched sufficiently 
for cover, and had artillery in place. Itwas on the crest of a 
long slope of open ground. Fita Lee's cavalry waa covering 
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their rear toward FftrmY01e, Rupported by Heth's inlantry. A 
heavy skirmish line was pressed against the enemy, and an 
attack threatened with the two divisiona, both of which were 
now lip, and an nnsuccessfnl atteni]>t was made to take them 
in flonk. Barlow was now sent for,' and General Meade in- 
formed that Lee's whole remaining force, probably about 
18,000 infantry, had been come up with, and suggesting that 
a corps should attack Lee from the direction of FarmviUe at 
the same time that the Second Corps attacked from the oppo- 
Bit« direction. Upon this General Meade sent directions for 
General Gibbon, with the Twenty-fourth Corps, and General 
Wright, with the Sixth Corps, both of which were then 
at or near FamiyUle, to cross the river there and attack 
jointly with the Second Corps. But neither General 
Meade nor General Humphreys was aware that the river at 
Farmrille was imx)assable, and that there was no ponton 
bridge available, and that it wonld be night before the Sixth 
Corps, which had arrived at FarroviUe by two o'clock, could 
get across after bwilding a foot bridge and a, ponton bridge. 

While General Humpheya, fully eipeoting that an attack 
from the direction of Farmville would be made, was waiting 
the arrival of Barlow, the enemy was obHerved, at half-past 
four, to shorten his right flank, and some firing being heard 
in the direction of Farmville, which was supposed to be the 
Sixth Corps advancing, General Humphreys contracted his 
left, and extended his right to envelop the enemy's left flank. 
While this was being done General Miles thought Le saw an 
opportunity for attack, and at once maile it with a part of his 
First Brigade, which was, however, repulsed with consider- 
able loss. The ground was rough and the position and the 
intrenohments strong. The attack fell on Mahone's division, 
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vhich was on the Confederate left, supported b; Anderson's 
brigade of Field's division. Poagae'a artillerj was op Ma- 
hone's right, then Gordon's corps, with Longstreet's troops 
on its right. The firing ia the direction of Fannville, which 
was light and ceased very soon, came from an encounter 
■with Crook's cavalry division, which had crossed the river 
with great diiliciilty, by wading, at Farmville. Moving for- 
ward by the Plank-road, Cienend Gregg's brigade, which was 
leading, was attacked by General Fitz Lee, General Mnnford 
in front, General Bosser in flank, General Heth supporting. 
Oeneral Gregg was captured with other prisoners, and hia 
brigade driven back. General Crook was now recalled to 
FaiTnTille, and directed to move to Prospect Station on the 
Ljnchburg Railroad, 10 or 12 miles from Farmville, which 
station he reached about midnight. 

General Barlow rejoined Lis corps about sunset, but it was 
dork before he could be put in position.' 

The loss of the Second Corps to-day was five hundred and 
seventy-one ojficers and men killed, wounded, and missing. 
Nothing could have been finer than the spirit and prompt- 
ness of the officers and men.* Without it the wagon-road 
bridge at High Bridge could not have been secured, and no 
infantry could have crossed and detained Lee from midday 
to night at Farmville heights. 

Among the enemy's loss was Brigadier-General IJewis of 
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Walker's diviBion, Gordon's Coiiia, who was sBverely woimd- 
ed, and fell into our hands with other wounded ofQcers. 

It waa anticipated that General Lee wonld move off in the 
night, which he did, GonenU Fitz Lee, who brought up the 
rear, leaving the ground about midnight. 

By the detention until night at this place, General Lee 
lost iuTaluable time, whieh be could not regain by night- 
m arching, lost the sappliea awaiting him at Appomattox 
Station, and gave time to Sheridan with his cavalry, and 
Ord with the Fifth and Twenty-fourth Corps, to post them- 
selves across his path at Appomattox Court Hotise. If no 
infantry had crossed the Appomattox on the Tth he could 
have reached New Store that night, Appomattox Station on. 
the afternoon of the 8th, obtained the rationa there, and 
moved that evening toward Lynchburg. A march the next 
day, the 9th, would have brought him to Lynchburg. Ord'a 
two infantry oorpa did not reach Appomattox Court House 
until ten o'clock in the morning of the 9th of April. 

About half-post eight o'clock in the evening, when still in 
contact with Lee as described. General Seth WiUiams, 
Adjutant-General, brought General Humphreys General 
Grant's first letter to General Lee, asking the snirender of 
his army, which letter General Humphreys was requested to 
liave delivered to General Lee. He sent it at once through 
hia picket-line, at the same time authorizing a truce for an 
hour at that point to enable the enemy to gather up their 
wounded, that were lying between the lines, an authority 
which they had informally asked for. The opposing troopo 
were only a few hundred yards apart. General Lee's answer 
was brought back within an hour, and General WiUiams set 
out at once to return to General Grant at Farmville, by the 
cironitouB route of High Bridge. 

The letter of General Grant and the reply of General Lee 
are inarked Nos. I and 2 in Appendix H. 
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The pursuit was reaumed by tlie Second Corps, followed 
by the Sixth Corps, at bali-past &\e on the momiiig of the 
8th, on the road to Lynchburg. In the morning, while on 
the march. General "WiUiams brought to General Humphreys 
General Grant's second letter to General Lee, which was sent 
to liim through Fitz Lee'a caraliy rear gaard close in Oenejral 
Humphreys's front. General Lee's answer to this second 
letter of General Grant was received by General Humphreys 
at dusk, when he had halted for two or three hours to rest 
bis troops some two miles beyond New Store, after a march 
of twenty miles. See Letters Koa. 2 and 3 in Appendix M. 

General Humphreys at once sent the reply of General Lee 
by his Adjutant-General, Colonel Whittier, to General Grant, 
who received it about midnight, he and General Meade bar- 
ing halted for the eight at Curdsville, about teu miles back. 

After some two or three bours' rest, in view of despatcbea 
received from Headquarters, though somewhat against Gen- 
eral Humphreys' judgment, he resumed the march with the 
object of coming up with the main force of the enemy, but 
finding the men dropping out of the ranis from exhaustion, 
owing to want of food, and to fatigue, halted the head of his 
column at midnight, after a march of twenty-six miles, Long- 
street's troops about three miles in front. The eupply-train 
with two days' rations wets just in Tear, and got up in the 
morning of the 9tb. 

On the morning of the 9th, General Humphreys received 
from General Grant his third letter to General Lee, written 
that morning at Curdsville [see No. S, Appendix M], which 
letter General Humphreys sent forward by Colonel "Whittier, 
who, after riding a few miles, met, first, one of Lee's cou- 
tieis, and immediately afterward. Colonel Marshall of Gen- 
eral Lee's staff. The latter conducted him to General Jjee, 
to whom General Grant's letter was delivered. 

General Lee dictated his answer to General Grant Colonel, 
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Marehflll writing it. (While doing bo artillerj' firing in the 
direction of Appomattox; Court House was heard, and a Con- 
federate officer rode up with some apparently important com- 
MTinication to General Lee.) The letter was signed by Leo, 
and delivered to Colonel Whittier hy Colonel Marshall, with 
verbal messages to General Grant from General Lee exprea- 
aivB of regret at not having met him. This letter was written 
about nine o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. Jeffei-Bon Davis, in hia " Eiee and Fall of the Confed- 
erate Government," mentione as a matter of some interest 
the following incident in connection with the enrrender-cor- 
reepondence : 

" On the next morning [the morning ot the 9th of April], 
before daylight, Lae eent Colonel Tenable, one of his staff, to 
Gordon, commanding the advance, to learn his opinion as to 
the chances of a stieoessful attajik, to which Gordon replied, 
'My old corps is reduced to a frazzle, and nnJesa I am sup- 
ported by Longstreet heavily, I do not think we can do any- 
thing more.' "When Colonel Venable returned with this 
answer to General Lee, he said, ' Then there is nothing left 
me but to go and see General Grant.' " ' 

This interview General Lee sought after a consultation 
with his principal and most highly esteemed ofiicera — a con- 
BUltation neceasaiily of a very painful kind, but, controlled 
by motives of an exalted character, General Lee submitted 
with dignity to a necessity that was inevitable. 

Passing through General Longstreet's lines, General Leo 
was met by Colonel Wluttier, received General Grant's letter 
and replied to it as already described. See No. 6, of Ap- 
pendix M. 

This letter was sent to General Grant by the hands of Col- 
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ouel 'WMttier, who delivered it to General Meade at about 
ten o'clock. 

It was forwarded bj him to Qenetal Grant, who, near New 
Store, had left the roate followed bj the Second and Sixth 
Corps, and had taken a croBS-road to get into the road aontb 
of the Appomattot River, which also led to the Court House 
and along or near the routes of Sheridan and Ord. 

Lieutenant Pease carried this letter, aa well as one from 
General Meade, to General Grant, and after a ride of twelve 
or fourteen miles from the vicinity of New Store, delivered 
it to him at 11.50 a.m., at which time General Grant was 
about eight miles from Apponnattox Court House. General 
Grant's letter to General Lee, acknowledging the receipt of 
his letter of the morning of the 9th, was undoabtedly sent to 
General Lee through General Sheridan's and General Ord's 
linea. For the letter see No. 7, Appendix M. 

Had General Grant remained on the route of the Second 
and Sixth Corps, the surrender would have taken place be- 
fore mid-daj. About half-past ten the troops of the Secoud 
OorpB, closely followed by the Sixth Corps, began to over- 
take General Longstreet's, wlien General Humphreys re- 
ceived two earnest verbal requests from General Jjoa by a 
staff officer {Colonel MarshaU or Colonel Taylor) with a flag 
of truce, not to press forward upon him, bat to halt, as 
negotiations were going on for a sun'ender. General Hum- 
phreys did not feel himseK authorized to comply with these 
requests, since he had not received snob information and 
authority from General Moado or General Grant as would 
sanction it, and so replied to General Lee, and continued to 
press forward. 

Li fact, with the letters from General Grant for General 
Lee, General Humphreys had been notified that this 
spondence was in no way to interiere with his ox)erations ; 
and although this message did not accomx>any the last letter 
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receivetl from General Grant, the previonB meBBOges were 
evidently deaigned to govern General Humphreys' ftctions. 
Geaeral Humphreys notified General Meade of these mes- 
sages from General Lee and of his replies. 

When the request by General Lee's staff officer was made 
tte last time (the Second Corps was then close on Gonenil 
Longstveet) he was very urgent — so urgent that General 
Humphreys had to send him word twice that the request 
could not be complied with, ami that ho must withdraw from 
the ground at once. He was in full sight on the road, not a 
hundred yards distant from the head of the Second Corps. 

About half a mile beyond this, at eleven o'clock, the 
Second Corps had come up with Longstreet's command, in- 
trenched in the vicinity of Appomattox Court House. It 
was at once formed for attack, the Sixth Corps formed on 
the right, which, at the moment when it was about to begin, 
wae snsponded by the arrival of General Meade, who sent a 
written coramani cation to General Lee granting a truce on 
Lis (Meade's) line for an hour, in view of the negotiations 
for a surrender. General Meade had read General Lee's 
letter of nine o'clock before sending it on to General Grant. 
Geaeral Meade's despatch to General Grant at ten o'clock 
that morning stated that he (Meade) had just written to 
General Lee. The communication JQst mentioned granting 
a truce is the letter Meade referred to. It was sent through 
the lines by General Humphreys, and delivered to a Con- 
federate officer by Colonel Whittier, and was received by 
General Leo between eleven and twelve o'clock. 

Lee halted for the night of the 8th at and in the vioinify 
of Appomattoi Court House. 

General Merritt marehing early in the morning of the 7th 
toward Piinee Edward Court House, on the flank of the in- 
fantry, halted for the night beyond it on Spring Creek, 
and resoming the march early the next morning toward A^ 
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pomattox Station, reached that Ticiailj during the early port 
of the night, Custer, in advance, capturing Walker's train ot 
artillcrj and wagons, and three tioins of cars with Babsis- 
teace sent back from FanuTille bjLee. Merritt then moved 
up to the vicinitj of the Court Hoose and formed across the 
road the enemy were moTing on. 

General Crook, General Mackenzie following him, reached 
Appomattox Station on the evening of the 8th, having burned 
sabsistsDce trains at Pamphlin'e Station on the waj. From 
the Btatdoa he sent Smith's brigade to the vicinity of Appo- 
mattoi Court House to hold the road from that place to 
Lynchburg. 

General GrifQn halted for the night of the Tth at Prince 
Edward Oonrt Houae, and resuming the march early on the 
8th, joined the Twenty-fourth Corps at Prospect Station, 
coming t}ien under tho ofmuimnil of Genprai Otd. 

Continuing the march for twenty-nine miles toward Appo- 
mattox Court House, General Ord halted for three hours' rest 
between midnight and the morning of the 9th. Kesuming 
the march, he says he arrived near the Coui't House about 
ten o'clock in the morning of the 9th, when he deployed his 
two corps across Lee's route juat as his advance was pushing 
oat of it. 

General Fitz Lee says that on the evening of the Sth'his 
cavalry, which had formed the rear guard, was moved to the 
front ; that the corps commanders were called to Headquar- 
ters, where General Lee explained the situation fully, and anb- 
mitted the correspondence he had had with General Grant to 
them. It was decided that Fitz Lee, supported by Gordon, 
should attack Sheridan's cavalry at daylight, and in case 
nothing but cavalry was found, they were to open a way for 
the remaining troops ; but in case the cavalry was supported 
by heavy bodies of infantiy, the Commanding General miiat 
be at once notified. 
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At daybreok on tbs Hth Gordon's commtind waa formed in 
line of battle half a mile west of the Court Houbb on tLo 
Lynchburg road. The cavalry waa posted on his right, W. 
E. F. Lee'a division nest to the infantry, Ejjaaer's in the centre, 
Munford'a on the right, making, General Tita Lee says, a 
mounted force of about 2,400 men. "Our attack," he con- 
tinues, "waa made about aunriso, and the enemy's cavalry 
quickly driven out of the way, with a loss of two guns and a 
number of prisoners. The arrival at this time of two corps 
of their infantiT' necessitated tlie retiring of our lines." ' 

General Crook says r " At about 9 a.m. the enemy made a 
strong attack on my front nnd flanks with a large force of in- 
fantry, while their cavalry attacked my rear. Mackenzie and 
Smith were forced to retire by overwhelmiug numbers until 
relieved by the infantry, when we reorganized and were get- 
ing ready to go to the front when an order for the cessation 
of hostilities reached me." 

General Merritt says the enemy advanced against Crook in 
heavy force. The cavalry was forced back. Caster was 
brought up and the cavalry retired slowly, bat of necessity. 
Soon the Twenty-fourth Corps took np Crook's line on the 
left of Devfn, and the Fifth Corps deployed in rear of him. As 
soon as the colunina of the enemy discovered we had infantry 
in position, they retired precipitately toward the Valley. Tlie 
cavalry was thrown out rapidly to the right, taking possession 
of the high ground on the enemy's left, and opened artillery. 

General Ord states that ho was barely in time on the morn- 
ing of the 9th, " for in spite of General Sheridan's attempts 
the cavalry was falling back in confusion before Lee'e infan- 
try; bnt,"he says, "we soon deployed and went in, Gibbon 
on the left, at double-quick, with Foster's and Turner's 
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diviaioiis. in beautiful style, and the cnlored troopa also at 
the double-quick under those commandera, with the Fifth 
Corps under Griffin, when a white flag met" jiim "at the 
Fifth OorpB front with a. request for a cessation ot arms until 
Qenend Lee could meet General Grant and confer on the 
termfl." General Ord continues : "As I knew that a suirender 
had been called for and terms asked for and made known, I 
knew this second request meant acceptance, and the bugles 
were sounded to halt." 

General Sheridan sajs : "A white flag was presented to 
General Custer, who hail the advanue, and who sent the in- 
formation to me at onco that the cncmj desired to surrender. 

"Biding over to the left at Appomattox Court Honse,' I 
met Major-Generol Gordon, of the rebel serviee, and Major- 
General Wilcox. General Gordon requested a suspension of 
hostilities pending negotiations for a surrender then being 
held between Lieu tenant-General Grant and General Lee. I 
notified him that I desired to prevent the unnecessarj effu- 
sion of blood, but as there was nothing definitelj settled in 
the corre8j>ondence, and as an attack had been made on my 
lines with a view to escape under the impression that our 
force was onl; cavoliy, I must have some assurance of on 
intended surrender. This GaneraJ Gordon gave by saying 
that there was no doubt of the surrender of General Lee's 
army, I then separated from him, with an agi'eement to meet 
those officers again in half an hour at Appomattox Court 
House. At the specified time, in company with General 
Ord, who commanded the infonttj, I again met this officer, 
and also Lieutenant-Genoral Longstreet, and received from 
them the same assurance, and hostilities ceased until the 
arrival of Lieutenant-General Grant." ' 

I ApponuiittuiE Court UoaK wna b^woon the pickut Imps Df tha oppoolng turoe^ 

I The talhoT ot >' Wich Ocnenil Bheridui in Lee'it Lint Camiwlgti. by ■ SCstl 

ORlcer," Blateg Ibu Qunursl LoneUreet bcni B deapauili tiijm Ocnenl Lm to 
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Geneml Grant arrivatl at Apporuattos Court House about 
one o'clock, when the meeting betweon himself and Geuenil 
Lee took place. After a brief confeieace the two letters of 
Oenerul Graut and Gonerol Lee [Noa. 8 and 9, Appendix M], 
respeotively presenting and accepting the tenns of eurrendyr, 
baring been written in each other's presence, were eschangcil. 

At about fonr o'clock the aturender of the Armj of North- 
' em Virginia was announced to the Anuy of the Potomac. 

The surrender of GeneralJohnston'aormy took place on the 
, 26th of April, and that of the other Confederate forces Boon 
followed. 

According to the Reoorda of the War Department, the num- 
ber of officers and enlisted men of the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia paroled on the 9th of April, 18()5, was : 
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It has been stated that of the troops fiorrendeted, onl^ 
8,000 had anna. 

If, indeed, that is correct, then the greater part of ihoss 
mea who bad no tuins must have thrown tbem away when 
thej fonnd that they must surrender. This woa not difficult 
to do unobserved by their ofBcers. The country was thickly 
wooded and open to tbem on the west and northwest. A 
waJk of l'<*1f Bji hour would bring them to ground that neither 
their officers nor ours would pass over during their brief 
slay in the vicinity of the Court House. 

Our casualties in these closing operations from the 29th of 
Maroh to the 9th of April were 8,268 officers and enlisted 
men killed and wounded, and 1,676 missing, making a total 
loss of 9,944. They wei'e distributed as shown below.' 

The Army of the Potomac marched to Washington, waa re- 
viewed hv the President and his Cabinet, and was disbanded 
by the 30th of June following. 

It has not seemed to me necessary to attempt a enlogy 
upon the Army of the Potomac or the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 



a and enlisted men kllJsd Md voaoded, S39 mlalns. 



APPENDIX A. 

Obganization of the ^hmt op the Potomac, Commanded i 
Major-Geneeal Geobgb G. Meade, on May 4, 1864 

[Compilod from the records nf tho AdjutantGencrsl's Office.] 
GEKEBAL HEADQUARTlSBa. 

BrlgldiOr-GnnBTBl MtBSBN:! B. Patbick. 

80th N«w lork Infuntrj (80th MlUtia). IHlh J^nnsjlvanli. InPaDtir'. 

VolatiUir Enfflnier Brlsade. 
BriKadier-OenETsI Henry W. Be II Bin. 
15111 New Yprt En^necK. 50th Sow iork Epgineeni. 



■nelditCN. y.)Ca"1iT. 



Colmsl J.HOi 

Nb« Ydrk HHlvy AjtlUerJ. 15lh Nb» Ynrk Bc»vj Artilloij. 

eeeon<* Brfaodi. Ftnl Briaade Uotk /irtuiem.' 

Hiiior Jobs A. TciMFKina. dptain Jobs U. Robiiithob. 

Llgbl AitUlery, Glh Buttery. Haw York Light ArClller;, fith Bilteiy. 

jrk Light ArllilBry, Bth Battsij. M TI. a. Artillerj, BsttenoH B iiid L. 

irk Ligbt Artillery, tSth Balterf. £d U. S. AltllL^rr. Bstlery D. 

■k Light ArtlUerj, Ifith B.nlery, JU U. 8. ArtiLLety, Botlarj M 

-TJ- Light ArtLUarj-, Battery A. "■" " = ' """ " ' 

ly Light Artlller)', Buttery B. 
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Second Brfmdi Boris Ariilltrv. Tmra Drlgaaii. 

CliptBill DUHBin R. RiUimM, MAjSr ROBIHT H. FniHUOH. 

Itt tl. B. AitUltty. BHar<rli» E nnil Q. Musachuints Ll^ht Aifj. Bih BBlt«T 

in D. S. AlCillsTj. Bntterlas H luid I. Ist Haw York LI^C Arfj, GilUiy B. 

IB U. a. AnUlery. Bstuiy K. IM New York Li^ht AcTy. Bnusi; C. 

K U. B. ArHllBry, MtOari A. »<ii Voclt Lijilit Aifj. ll"i Battrrr. 

Sd U. B. AnfUsry. BKt»rr O. In Obio LiKhc AniUery, BHttuiy H. 

Sd IT. & An., Batteriu 0, F, ud K. Eth U. B. AitSien, Battor R. 



SECOND ABUT CORPS. 
Uajob-Gbhebal W. & HANCOCK 



FIRST DIVISION. 



BuaiDiEn-OKiiK 




Third hrigadt. 




Fmrth BrtlKUU. 




1.. Cdonel JoH» R. Bboom. 


a9th New York. 






6*1 New York, 






67th New Yoifc. 




Beth New YoEk! 






Bad Penniijly»alii. 








laeui New York. 








SECOND DmaiON. 


BBIOADI 


[■B-GlMBil, JOHN GIBBON. 


FiTtt Brigade. 


Beama BTtaade. 


TUnBrigaOt. 


Brii;.-Ocn. Au:x. 8. Webb. 


Brlc.4}en. Joshua 




lBthSUu». 


OW.B. 




Irt Co. Andrew (MUBB.) B. a 


]6at New York. 


0th New York. 




















7th Miohlgan. 


lUBth PenoBjlvuiii 


1. UiW«rtVlrgliilt 


4M New Ygrfc. 




thOhio. 


WthNew__Y=rk. 




UiOhlo. 
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JUjob Gbnbbai D4VID B. BIRNET. 

. J. H. a, WUID. BriK.-Qfn. AUIINDEB Ij 



«th New Yorlt. 



raBj-lvMiii. 

i. Qtiarpflhootera. 



U. B. Sbupelioolert. let 

FOURTH DIVISION. 
BIUUDIUI-GenebU. O-SBSHOM mott. 
Aril Brigade. StcoHd BMnmle. 



ta Nbw 3Knef. Tint Nbw TotI 

ecb New JeiHf. TM New Ycrli 

7th Now JerMy. Wd S™ Yorh 

Bth Be* Jersey. 74Ui Ni>w Yi>i' 

11th Now Jera^y, imt New Yu 

SHlh Peansylviuiln. BJCli Pennct'lv 
llSUi Pemuiylviinla. 

Arttll'^ Sriffode. 

Maine Ught AnUlen, Stb Battery. 
Bow HuBpdUn LiiAli Artfllery, 1 it Bsttsy. 
MuiuliiueHB Llffbt Artillsry. 10th Batiery. 
l3t Uwde Idud UghC AitUlery, BsttHy A. 
M) Bboda Mud Light ActiUeiy, Buttery B. 
lat Bhode iBluid Ll^ht Artillery, Batteci a. 



iX RaunB B. Atbe9. 
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Strong Brigihlt, Tfttrd Briffaile. 



ItbMlctu^D. llSth IVnDBTlviuilik 

1» Mii-blgaa. 
l^th Uicbi(fiuj- 

8B0OND DIVISION. 

BnioiMiM-GEirKBiL JOHN 0, noarasoN. 

rtl Sriaailf. Second Brlgnde. TklM BrliiaM. 

K'L H, ljtoin«u. Bg.-Oen. Bniei EtiiBB. Col. Abbmw W, Di 

Uiwu'hnaccu. S3d New York. IR Msiyiia^. 

MiuMiohil»«tii. BTlh New York. ^th Waryland, 

I Sow York. lllh PennvlvniilB. Ith Miirjlanfl. 

mb renD.jiviiniji. Bth JUijIuni 

yOUi Feimiiylvuuik 

THIBD DIVISION. 
BBiBiDiui-arauuL SAUUEL W. CBAWFOBD. 
jnru BrifftKle. Third Srian/IB, 



Uth Fetmajlnuilk BeMtTH (lu Blfloi). 

POUETH DIVISIOH. 

BuamiEB-OimiiL JAUES S. WADSWOBTH. 

Flrtl Brtgaat. Seeond Srigade. TMrd Brlsmu. 

Bff.-Gfln. IiTHAHDEB Oltjjui, B|7.-Gon. Jis. C. BicK. Colonel Box Stohb. 






ArUiltry Brlaada. 

OOlODel CB1BLB3 S. WlIKWBiaflT. 

HcliuMtu LlKbt Arraierj, Bauer; C. 
nchiiaeCU Ll|tl>t Aillllery, Battel? B. 
!Ieiv York LiKht Artllleni, Butery D. 
^ew York Light Artllleiy, BBttf rieg B and 
!Jew York Light Arlillerj, Butterj H. 
New York Heavy Artillery. 2d BstuUoa. 
Htv York H«vj Artlllcrj. Comp»ny B. 
PeniuylvBnU Light Artillery, BbHet; B. 



^^^^^B APFBtfDIX A. 40& 


^ 


^^^^^^ SIXTH 


ARMY CORPS. 


1 


^B^ Majob-Geeneki. 


L JOHN SEDGWICK. 


1 


^H Cnptain CainLES B. Fellowb. ^ 
^H ath PEnnayl.anln Cavsb?, Compuir A. J 


J 




T Dms,o». ■ 


■ 


^V BUaUHIH.OEETEH 


It HORATIO G. WRIGHT. T 


■ 


V iWM BrigiMe. 

■ Colonel Hbnbi W. Bbowk. 

1 SdNewJe'^; 
1 Sd Kew Jprsey. 

IsSnewJh™?: 


Colonel Emobi Uptoh. 
Bth MBins. 




Thint Brlaaae. 

119th PennsvlyiuilB. 
Bth Wiscouiui. 






SECOND DIVISION. 




B«aAD.BR GtHEBiL GEOBGE W. GETTY. 




First Brians. 

Bris-Qen. Tbisk Wbutoh. 

BM New York. 

sai Peunarlvanlii. 

Wth I'ennaylvEni*. 


&comi Briaadt. 

Colonra Lewis A. OiAKT. 

ad Vermont. 

M Vermont. 

BOiV^W. 




Brig. -Geo. 'I'houu B. Null. 

4M New York. 
49tli New Toik. 
77thNE«.Y«k.^ 


FourIA Brti/adi. 
Brle.-Qen. Hckbi L. Bosna, 

ad Bhode Lilaud. 




TBISD DITI8I0M. 




BliaiDIEB-aiHU 


»!, JAMES B. HICKETTS. 




Brig-GoD. Wn.i,iii< H. Uonis 
Wlh VetinoBt. 

IMst New Yori^ 


SKoiid Sriaaoe. 

Oolonel BENJABIB F. Sb.TH.' 

67th PEnTiHjlYBnia, 

iimohit"''* 
ijieth Ohio. 










ri 
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Artaitni Brioaae. 
le LlKhi 



U LiKhC ArtUIer}. Ist BBDar; (A). 



CAVALRY COBPH. 
UuoR-GEtimu. PHILIP U. SHERIDAN. 



FIB ST E 
■b-Gbsejiil a. T. a. Toebi 



ftrit Brigaile. iSecon 

BB.-Oen. out. A. OUHBK. CoU Tbo 



SECOND DITIBION. 
BmOADlKB-CSKSBlL DAVID HoU. Q 
Flml BrigaOe. Skc 



Colunel OiOBOK U. Caimm. 



APPENDIX A. 



OltGAMZATION OF THB NiNTH ArKY CoBPa, COMMANDED B 

Muob-Genebal Aubbose E. Bubjibide, on May 4, liilA. ' 



Firat Brlaade. Secamt Brigatle, 

Joloncl Huuini CimniH. Cdlonol DmiKL LiiBoi 

Ceth MnH^haastta. lOOth PcnniylTanU. 

G7th HuBcbDiieEta. Sd Uuyliuul. 

lUtb United HCMflB. 

Unlns UKbt Artillerf , Sd Butler)' (B). 
UaiuBobuHCIg Llsbl i.Ttlllery, Utii BittoT. 

BEaOBD DIVISION. 

BHiaiiiiH-aBI'lUb nOBEBT D. POTTXB. 

Pirn BrVaite. Secorul £rl|Ai4>, 



leih PeniuilnDis. 

AralUrv. 



LiKbt AratlciT, lHh Butlary. 



Hew York Llghl ArtlUsry, 

THIRD DIVISION. 
BmatriKB-GiNiBU. ORLANDO B. WtLLOOX. 
Firil Brigadi. Bteonil BrlviU. 

Jobs P. Hmtuim. Oolonel Kmi±ua> O. CBillf, 

Mb N«w York. TBlh New Tort 

IKnbimo. eOcb Oblo. 

b Uiebittan. lit Ulohlgna Sfaupaboaton. 



li wm waa nnfleT the Aiti 
Imf U, 1H61 when u^icned 
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i.edauiMroioredT™ 



I BthUiB Colored TroopL 



nenl Light ArtUlBrr, M BiUeij. FiHuie;l>imlB Llgbt Ai 



3d Kb'I' Jcrwy. IStb Pennsf li 

I. I. Light Artillorj. EitMrj- D. 



ColoDd Elihsi G. NiuBi 



Urtlt ArtUlQT. S7Ul BatMrj. 1 
ilWd BtatM Artillery. BalMrj E. i 
illdl Slam AnillDr>. BalUir G. 
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FuBiiT roK Dnn 


BqCFFi 


a,. 




Offloen. 


-r 


Ari(a*>. 




oaken. 


BnUited 


«^ 


ProvortOuud 

IlS^Artik^-Mj^irj^ai^' 


TO 
SO 
N 


1,048 


M 


s;oi» 


n 




3, BOB 


9S,4(» 


to 


iii 


















69.BM 


M 


4.«18 










«« 


11.889 


sat 









The iTTUid annvKate of the 
engln«n It la (I7.KI2, HhiOi 1. ... .». .luiu ).... 

^illi uid at canlrj irtCh Uw Sixth Carps. Then 



offlcen ud enlittcd nwD, 99,488. Kidndlns 



APPENDIX B. 



-ditta Qaartemiuter a 



mn nM HYiaUitllg tor u; otba d 

Tb« irtUlin amnlUed ot 49 bs 

Nipoleunii. I«S lll-pgiKider and ft 

««v bUo S B4-poiinder ooabonu. 






OBati/Mt force preKHtfw d^, Mav 1, 
Hmtli CoriM nel ln<Hudad._ wu 1^.384- 



tu]t-G«nenl'i \ 
thov prHsnted 



ThimiQ 



onljrth. 

•'prutntfiir ituty," bu 

Tbani <■ no calanm 
rBturn or aaniag npan. td 
to «tn tb* DnmtHr of solUted 

.bntddflii Dot Imiiadff those an i 






Tbsr 



D(April30, ISM, tl 
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cHiEnaDBn., 








Adjount-Oenenil U. S. Army, WadWngtnn 








GmiBAi^Iii tha Aon 


OHl Haport of tUo Hon. Edwin M. 


itanlon, Bmt, 


tiryof 


Vur. duUd Novimbec »i. 


lacG, he BtuCH OD piige 










Mail, 1884, wudlstTib 




io^I^hS^ 




■ Ubulur xUtemoDt Dt Cfa 


nunuTTindrtraigthrfll, 




mllltai)- rteiMTtmiiiita 


and nniilu. tbe wwnd o 


U.li«bctoB, 








"Army of Iho P 






... laO,384" 




IHhohiaflstothamm. 


ber»giv™forthe"B« 


isWoVor 




dnty" 


iriththeArmyodlierot 


OIIlBOlhBtIde.l™io«k 




"on oTthe u! 


norable 
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t the orlglnil Ubnlir sis 






e Adiu- 


trnt-Qeiwrsl-sOnloe. pre 


nml loc Ur. Btantan, tt 
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Ing Beputa ol tbe 3M)i of A^uil. nmiiny »n»l the Trl-monUilf Regnrw, b> 

DOBlBtlDa Df |b« ■utnj' thui Iho MaaOiiy Batuni. In the pravnt oik IIuts 
dBHIl! • luce ennt In the JfostbJf Batoln tor Afiin ot Um Arny of tba P<r 

er lUDj dnij, egperUlj in the Saoond Corps. 
On pace 14 at the ewne Annual asport of tha SscreUr? of War tliErc 1« n 



._. ..._ It of "The 

Uuch," IHBB, «bhdi 




Hbidqcabtibb of the Abut, 

AiHiiTAHi^QsiixuL'* Omoa, 

WuBixaTO*, Dmonber !IS, lEBl. 
GiNiKiL A. A. Huvphhets, U. S. A., Wuhlngtw, D. C; 

OiHiBiL— In reply ta your cominiuitcstlon of Deombar 1, 1881, Tclatintotha 
Mnngth of the Army ot the FolDinac on tha IM of Hk^ JSM, and the Irt dE 
March, lew, aaBhownln the report of the Hod. acontur of War, dated Norau- 
l»r 2!^ 18«, I h>ve the honor to tdmUh the foKowiog intarmation : 

The strength ot the Army dI the Fotomao on the IM of Kay, IBM, at fdnn by 
the Hon. Secretary of War In hi» report ot November BS, 1866, Itaa aOlslnrd from 
a tnhnlar BtAtement prepared In thin office. In hla report Ur. Btantoa de^ignatea 
the strength therein stated at 120.884. Da "the KiggTtsatiB available tnrco iircBent 
tor duty," while the tabular Ktatement made In the Adjntant-General'a Office atylei 
it the '■ present availBble tor dutj.-'_ 



Preaent tor dntr 108,789 

■■ oncitraduty lS,ttM 

" Id arropt. snapenBion, or coDflnement . . ......... STU 

1 coiDpnang the " avaiUble (or doty " only the »**, nnmbeiing iiSS, were ex- 
led from the Hgi;reeale"preient" (IHtiU!)- 1eaTine]«0,380. orltnir ten than 
sn by Ur. Stnnloa. Ad eiamination ot the records 1ead< to the anamptiou that 
I alight difference ia a typuRrapb leal error in the Secrt-tary't printed report. 
he above Biuret were comuited from the regular monthly retnm of the Army 



APPENDIX C. * ta. 

iJaetothn osnsolldited mnrs inn report, or trl-mDBUiljf ratnm (u lb lamon 
11; known), for April SU, UM, Ibc roUowtsg Hgura nre obulaed, Tk. : 

Totnl pnwent for duty 108,889 

OinpMi»l,eirti:H, or daily dntj' Itt.OWS 

AggreRste prdBedt m,451 

Of th« toul pnHbt fordDl; (here worfleQu^pped....... BT,373 

ThfiUtler Ifi andeTRtood to riipreflflnt the "efTecLlvs torae," or nnint^er of f>ffl- 
oen and ni«n -.viUibla (or lioe of IxltlH," .od ii-u u™llr McirrUln^.l by dr 
dnotloB from the " prMcnl loj: rt»ty - *1I non-ooinbBt.nti!, and lho« who from 
]aak of anna or other cbuks oonld iiot^ plooed in Jlno of battle. 
By cxHDparlnR the numtHm reported (tu the monthly rettun ftnd those bovno Qb 

sncH between the two retarng. but thiB a(Qce hu no mean* nt snmmiuidby whlota 
' to fsmlnh any certain and Htlsfiictory eiplBiiHtlDn of the oiHtter. It \i belleied. 
bowaver, thit In Ihti piirtlealiir csw the tri-mnnthly return (or April 311, !%!. and 
Whfdl beMB date of May S, llXi, only tivo dnya after Iho date It repreaenla, con- 
In rereisnce to Mr. Sftoton'B report of the itrengtli of the Army at the PaUiDwe 
ot| the Irt nf Hnrch, lens, It may be iitiiled that Me fl^rea were obtained fmm the 
trl-montbly retnm ia February SS, ISSU, wbleb fumiillM tbe foUoning : 

Total preeoot for dnly 81,888 

Onapedal, utn, or daDy daty 15,423 

«Vorc™flnemeniiV,!!!i;." !!!!!;!!;;'.! !!'.'."!"■, *6S3 

Aggregate present 10S.S84 

rom thin the lAA n,im\ jriyei' the 1(«,JTB reportud by the Hon. 

^^ _. 'araa the "HBDregaie aTBilalile force pnxent fur duty." 

Thia method et oaleulBtine tho " available for doty " api!e*rB to bsTe been ap- 

■'-•"leBocntajy otWar, dated Noiembar !« ISBB. 

Very reBpectrully, your obedient aervant, 

n. C. DltTTK, 

APPENDIX C. 

COSOASIZATIOH OF THE AeMT OF NoKTHKiiN VmOINIA, COM- 
MANDED ST General Robekt B. Lee, Janoarv 31, 1864. 



Mh Loirialana, Co). W. R. tVck. 




BABLra 

MlIOH'OimiL iVBLL 
Sriffade. 
H. T. Hits. 

j1. Henry Forno. ISth 

iL Wm. Uonaghali. Slut 

la, Ool. D. B. Feno. 4Mh 



A. EAALY. 

Pegram'i Brigade. 
BrlK.-Oen. Jons P«alii». 



J. 0. Qlbnon. 
F. H. Board. 
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Brift-Oen. Johb B, 
h GflonriHi Col, Jftmex 

t IMth] QBJrmV CoL 
hlSlitl OrOTBia, Col. 



flth K. CuDllDt. Col. E 

MstN. OBTolins, Lt-Cl 

. 64tliH.Citn>]iim.Col. N 



Slontnall Brii/aiU. 
Srig.-Gon. J. A. WAutin, 
M Vlrglnim Col. J. Q. A. NndPnlJouMh, 
^th Virglnli. Col. WHIImb Terrj. 
&th TlTstnlB, CoL J. H. S. FuDk. 
STlh VijTtntm U.-Col. [C. L-l ilnjnet 
aSd Vll^la, Col. F. W. U. Hollidaj. 

BteuarCt SrifjaAe. 
Btl|i.J3en,OioBO« H. SnninT. 
lOth VlntUii^ Col, E, T. H, Wurren. 
1»l Villain, Col. A. O. TBllmtprro. 
■ JIth VJrginui. Col. T. V. Wllllnmi. 
1«N. CruUna. Col, J, A. UoDoweH. 
Bd N. CuiUiu, CvL B, D. TbnuUn. 



BriK,-Gm, J, M. JOBFS. 
Slrt V!i^n(«. Co). W, A. Wilcher, 
ath Virginia, CoL J. O, Htnglnbotham. 

«th Vlrgtniii. Col. NoriaU CobU. 
4Slh VicginU, Col, B. H. nnnRtui, 
both Vligtnia, OdI. A. S. VudmeDter. 
Btajfor^t Briaaaa, 



LtoHns. Co!. 8.mn H. Bojd, 



lioa. Col. F. IiL Paikei. 



ISth Gvoifllh Cdl, Edwmrd WSUa. 
Slat QhvkIil Col. Jobn T. Mercer, 
44Cta Gengla, CoL WUUhd H. PkUIm. 

- XoMte't SrlBmlt. 
BrlK.-Osn, C. A. BiTTLK. 

Gtb Alibamm Col, J, U^all. 
tch Alibuni, Col, J. N, UgbtfODt. 
latb AJabBDiB, Col. S, B. PIckene. 
aOUi AIiONmui, Col, B. A. O-Hod. 



EthN C.Col, Th< 
latbN, d, CoLH 



SOthN, 
a»lN, 



THIRD ARMY CORPS. 
isavT'Obnekal a, F, hill ComumnNO. 

ANDERSON'S DIVIBION. 
MiJoa-aiHEiiL R, H. ANDERBOM. 
la") Brieade. MaHanf' BMffaiU. 

<l, Y. L. Bojtlon. Brig.-Oen, WlLLim HlKOKI. 

il, J. R, KtnE. 6th Virginia. Col, QfontF T, RosEn. 

. '-H. W, H. Fornej. ISth Virginia, CoL D, A. Wrinlger, 

n. Col. J. C, C. SaDden. laui Virginia. Col. JoHph [H,) Ham. 



« Virginia, Com 
it Vliglnli, Ci ■ " 



7. D. Oroi 
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Poi^t (loll) Brisade. 
ISth MisuHilppi, Cnl. W, H. Ti 
intb MiHJwlppI, CnJ, B. R Bk) 
19lh UlMlnlppl, CoL N. H. Ha 
«tUi ILMadppl, CdI. J. M. Jfti 



ITrtffW* Brigade. 
Brig.-Gm. 4. R. Wbioh 
Id GeorgiB, Cul. E, J. WoIkEi. 
Ed Qsorgim, Col. IQenrpe H. Jc 



.b Ulaslsiippl. Col. P. M. OnwQ. ' 
I JlliElndppl. Ool. H. Mtaelrj. 
b N. Cuuliiu, Col. 1. K. Coarull 



N, OBroUiia, CdL T, C. elngoltsir, 
I. buDliiu, Col. J. k. Mitnhiill. 



CsTDlioii, Coloiiel [3. H. Wnlkop]. 

wiLcoira D me I ON. 



a. Carolina, Col. jDs. K 
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Brigndin-IrHiBnl T. K RosBin. 
Tib VllBlnl* C«T.. CoL R. H. Dnlaiij. ISth Vlrginln C^iv., Col A. W. Hnnnin. 
lltb Tirgluia Car., OoL O. B. Fiinnen. SStb Bsfn, Va. Cir., LL-(M. E. V. Wbiu, 

LEFB DITiaiON, 
M*JOB-GiaiK*I. FITZHUQH LEB. 
v. ?. F. £m'* BrlgaAe. Lomai^t BHgade. 

Bri^.-Di'n. J. R. Cbihblibs Com'd's. Bri^.-Gen, L. L. LoHiI. 

Bth Virginia C«v., 0>1. B. L. T. fleale. Bth Virginii Onv., L[,-OoL H. Cl«y PMe. 
10th Vs. Cav., Col. J. LuoliK Duvin. 6lli Tlrglnlii Cbv., CnL Jnllun Harrixm. 
13th Vft. Cav., CoL [J, C. Phaiipa). IBlh Va. Cav., Lt-CoL John CriWhui. 

Brigiullflr.OenRal W. C, WioislH. 
1« Virslnia Car., Clol. R. W. Canar. 3d VIrglQia Cav,, CcH. T. H. Owra. 
Sd Vltshda Cav., Col. T. T. Hnalurt. 4th Virginia Cav., LL-Col. W. H. Fajne. 

VALLEY DISTRICT. 
Hajor-Get'eiui. J. A. EARLY CoMMisniita. 
UNATTACHED COMMANDS. 
'■ Brigadt. 




MARYLAND LINE. 
OoLOBEL BRADLEY T. JOHS80N Con 
Bt Ud. Cbt., LioDL-Col. Ridjiely Brown. !d Ud. Art., Capt^ H. OrlHtn. 
a Ud. lof., Ll«it..Cal. Jaa. B, Herbst, Coopei'i Vs. Bal., Capl. [R. L.l Coopa 

ABTILLERY CORPS. 
BaiQ.-GEMEBAL W. N. PENDLETON, Chief or ABTitLKBr. 

ASTILLERT WITH SECOND COEPS. 

BiiiaiDila.Olili*it. A. L. LONG, Chief of AaTiLLtKT. 

Sraxion's BaitaUun, Jona'i Bouauon. 

Major C. M. BiuxTOK. of Vi^nia. Llmt-Col. H. P. Johfs, of Tb. 

*eBaHerj(VB.), Cap- " ■" — : . 
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Owtir't BnUoHim 



' Ueut-Col. 

Bom'' bscwt 




THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OF '04 ASD '65. 



OBOASlZiTIOS OP THE AbUT OP NoRTBERS TmSINU, COM- 
MANDED BY General Bobert K Lek, Airorar, 1864. 



BbOdh'i Brii^aiit. 



fltli Virginia, Col. J. J. rhillipn 
14th VirsIniB, OL WUllom WhI 
SHtli TlTglnta. Col, G«ri[D K. U 
53(1 VliginlB, OoL W. a. AjlMt 
STUi Vlrgloi*, Col. C. It. Fantal 



E B. PICKETT. 



Jlirri;'! ffrisodi. 
Brigt.-Gen. Williim R. T 
laVlnilnim Col. p. Q. Bkln 
Od Vlr^iblJi, CdI. Joseph Mai 
Ttli ViiBinU. OoL. C. 6. pi™ 
llth Vlnonlg, CoL U. a. L*i 
aiUi TicKlniiH Lb.Col. R. L. 



nth aeorgU, LC-Ci 
eutli Oearcta, CoL 



liUDB.GlIEBlL 0. W. FIELD. 
Brigade. Law'i Briffadi. 

. Abdbrboh. Brig.-aon. B. M. Lii 

[}. H, OumlcaJ. 4th Alabsma. Col. F. S. Bowli 

J. R. Tuwera. 15th Alabuiuk CaL A. A. Low 

Koge. 44th Alabama. Cot. W. F. Pen 

Uk. 47tli Alabaiaa. Col. U. J. Bal; 

>wn. 4tnh Alahuna, LC-CoL W. IL 



BratU/n'i BrigacU, 
Brigadier- GeoenU John BaiTTOV. 

1. ' Fnlmetto ShaitHboMen, CoL joa. Wdksr. 

KERaHAWa DIVISION, 

Muoi'OiiBBiL J. B. KEREHAW. 

Wilgonrt Brigade. Stimphret/ifi BrlBaOt. 
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10th GeoTRiB, CoL V 
GDtli OeorglB, CoL I 
blK Q«iriiii, CoL E 



P. Sltna, l&th aouth Carol 



UliaB'OXHXBAL 


JOHN B. GORDON, 


Sanff Brigade. 


Pegram'i Brlaaile. 


BriB-Om. H. T. HiTS, 
Btb Lonialaps, CoL Henry Fomo. 

an LouWann. Col. A. DeHLHe. 
«lh iMuislanm CoL WUUazn R. I>«k. 


Brig.-Oeii. JosB P«DHii£. 
iSth Virjrinla. Col. J. B. Terril), 

49th Virginln. Col. J. C. Glb^T 
6Sd YtrgmlB, Col. JanifK H. Skinner, 
[>SthVirginS,CoLF.H.B».rd. 


Oor*™'. Briflod*. 


Saia-t Brtaade. 


Brig.- Gen. J. a. GOBAOM, 
13th 0»iins. i.t.-CoL J. H. Baker. 
Wth GeMEia, OoL B. N. Atkltuwn. 

a»h Georgia, CoL J^ n. MaithswB. 
With Georgia, Ool. W. H. Btilsa. 
Uliit Owrgla, CdL J. H. Lamai. 


Brii.-Oen. R, F. Hi>E(. 
flth North CanJina. Col. It, P. Webb, 
aiat North Carolina, Lt<!ol.W.B,Ran(ln. 
Hth North Carolin*, CoL K. 11. UuroU- 

C7lh North Carolina. OoL A. 0. Godwin. 
IM N. 0. Batl., MBJor [R. W,] Wh«(™. 



aumeaaa Brlgaae. Jontit Brigade. 

Brig.-GBn. J. A. WiLIBH. Brig.aon. J. M. Join 

•d Tirginla, Col. 1. Q. A. NadBiiboosoh. Slrt VirRldui, Ool. W. A. Win 

4th Vi^nla, Col, WlliUm Terw, gsth VirBlaia. Ool. J. C. HiiiB 

eth Virginia, Col. J. H. S. Fiint 4M Virginia, Col. B. W. With 

tTib ViiBinla, Lt.-CoL CharlM [L.1 44thTiriildla, ColonslNorTOII 

Hayursi. 48ch Virgin Ir "-' " " "'- 

101,1 Vl.^!,'- "-■ - ■" " "-.:.«— .".,.>.,_,_. 



loth Vl^lnia. C<il. K T. H. Warren 
aSd Virginia, OoL A. G, TiJiaterro. 
aiih Vlrelnitt, Col, T. V. Wllllaraa. 




BODBS'S DI VISION, 
MiJoa GEHxaat. B. E. JIODGB, 

DBitK't Brlgaie. 
Btln.^Jen. Gioatu DoLM. 



U K. 0, But., Maior Jsha U. iUocoiilc. 
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U Korth Canljna, Gi 



401 North Circ 

~ ~ ~ ollM,CoLK,T.Bcnn<^U. btti Alnbiunl 

nlln*. Col. P. M. Purlra. llOi Alal«n.„ _. ..„.., 



.T.Bcnn<^Uu bttI Alnbiunl, Ool. J. N. Ltebttoot. 
8Dlh Honh Cuvlliu, Col. F. M. Patlux. llih Alatmmii. GoL B. B. ndieni. 



BnglwIier-OenBnil B. D. JOBNBTOa. 



THIRD ARMT C0BP8. 

ZiISCTBHAlIT-GEKEIttL A. P. HILL COHMAKTMIIO, 



Baniltt1'» JlriQait. JlaAone"! BrtaatU. 

BriB.-GBO. J. C. C. BtJirnm. Blh Vlntirin. Cnl. B. T. Bogen. 

eib AlstniDB, ddl. y. I^ BojaUtn. lltti VlndnK Col. D. A. Weial«cr. 

eUi Alatomii, Col. J. H. King. Ifilta Vlnflnli, Ool. loee\ik H, Hul. 

10th AL»I»nin, Col. W. H, ronifj. Ha Vij^olii, Col. W. A, Parh«ii. 

llth Alibnom, Lt.-Cal, G. B.Tsjlt*, 61>t Vliiiiiil«, Col. V. D. Oroiwr. 

Barria't Brigadt. Wrialif' BrfooM. 

Briit.-GBn. N.H. SiRBH. BrU.-0«n. A. R. WmaHi. 

13Ui MlulsBlppI, CdI. U. a Harrle. id OeorglH Batullon.UuorC. J.KoOlt 

l«tli MlBsiMlppi, OoL E. C. Council. lOth Ob, BfttL, Cnpt. J. D. Predertclt. 

VM.b. Miul»iiiiiil, Col. R. W. Pblppa. Gd Oeoi^ii. Col. K, J. Wslker. 

il, CoL J. IL J»ne. «d Ocontim Col. O. H. Jodh. 

4Stli Georgia, Col. Willlun Olboon. 

Mth Q«oixi*s. Majw W. H, Wiam^ 

»'« fr'imdft 

Brlgidler.OcDtnl Joaipa FnioiH. 

Major W. MM " ' ~ " ~" 



Sd Floriilii, Msior W. [R.) Moon. Rth Flondu, Ool. J. 1 

Gth FloridB, CoU T. B. Lunar. lOth FlotidB, Col. C. 

Stli Flondi, Dot. D. LiDtt. llth FlorldB, OoL 1, 



WILCOX'S DinaiON. 

I£iJO*.aKi<»iL C. M. 1 

' Tkomaift BrigoM. Laiu't 

rig. -Geo, E. L. THOMi*. Brl|!..Ber. J 



McGoaaii't Brloadt. ScaM 

Brii:..Oen. SiKUiL MaGoTJN. Brig.-0«n. Al 

Ist a. CiiT^ltiiH. Col. C, W. KoCmry. ISth N. Carolina, 

lath e. CaroIlD*. Lt..Gal, E. F. BookUr. 16th N. CHrolbiH. 

lath B. CanDlna, Col, iKiao F. HuilC SSd N, C. Col, T. 

14Ch B. Oanllrw, Col. J..N. BnwD. 84th N. C, Col. V 

Or'1 BUw, CvL UeD. UUlsi. SBth N. CuoUu, 
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MA/OH-OOTiBiL H. HBTH 




DorH-" Brinadi. 


cooWi Briaant. 


Brig.-Gffn. J. R. Davis. 
M MlBl.ril.pi, CdL J, M, atone. 


STUiN.'ci'roi 
4eth N. Csrol 
4BlblT. Cuo 


L.Ctol. W. H. Y«l«™Bh. 
nm Col. J. A. OIlmBT, Jr. 
na, Col. W. L. Sniinilf™. 
l,*.C.L3.H.W.Jk«p. 


Jfefta'iJrtWrfB. 


.4rt 


hefi Brmniti. 


lllh N. Carolin., Col. ff. .T. Mmrtin. 
Sath N. CaroUn.. Col. J. R. tms. 
44th K. Ouolini, OdL T. G. Slnitrltiiry. 
47lb N. CnroHnu, Ool. Q. H. FiritauJL 
sad N. CaroUua, GoL U. A. fuki. 


BriB.-Oen, J. J. Abchbb. 
IStb AUbunii, Lt.-Col. Jiunea AikBu' 


WaOa't 


ArWodL 




Bf JEUller.a«nerml H. H. WALIxr. 
ew Vlrglnm ButUIIon. IiB^t,^3olalllll B. P. T»jrli». 

4Ith VtTginim Golond R. M. Uiyo. 

65U1 Vindnifc Oolonrf W. S, Chrlrtbn, 

Sd lluylud BUUUdo, Ueat..CD]0Del Jaiuca B. Huibeib 



CAVALRY CORPS. 

Likctbuast-Gbnerai. wade HAMPTON Commakdiko. 

LEE'S DIVISION. 
Uaioe-Qehebai. FITZHITon LEE. 
ITfclJiam'J BnaaM. Loma^i'i flr([R»M. 

Brltc-Oen. W. C. Wtoebaic. Bri^.-GBn. L. L. Lduax. 

iB Virginia, Col. H. W. Cartor. Kh TtetinI*. OoU H. CIhy Put*. 

ft) Tirginls, Cot. T. T. Mnnlord. 
Sd Tirglnin, Col. T. H. Owen. 
4tli Vlrelnl*. Col. W. H. PbjqBl 

BUTLER'S DIVISION. 

MlJOK-flEVIIAI. K. 0. BUTLER. 

Ditnnvant^ii Briffode. younlff 

BriE.-G«n. JoHB DOBOVAHT. Brig-Bon. P. M. B. Tomra. 

kl B. Curollaii [Cot. C. J. Ooloock]. Oobb-n Gb, Li^lon, Col. O. J. Wright 

Ith a CmroUna [Col, B. H. Rntledgel. Philllph' Legioo, Lt.-Col. W. W. Rich. 

Ui a. Carolina, Col. [H. K.] Aikoo. JeB.D.HflLtgJoo, Lt-Col. J.F.Wiring. 

Lo.e'H Logloa, ' . ' 

7Lh Ocorgla, OoL [R. S.] A 
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Brtn-Qpn. Run* BiSBUQm. Brtn.-floii. J. B. Ghiiiiilim, J 

IK N. Carolinn, CoL W. H. Cbwli. 9th Vlriloim Col. R. L. T. Bnlt 

M Nonb Oirallnn, Dnl 0. U. Aodrnri > Kitli Vlrginli, Dol. J. LndB< Ds' 

[Col. W. F. BDberul. 13lb Virgiuta, OoL J. C. PbUUpB 

4th N. C»roUiui, Li.-flol, D. D, Perebo*. 



ARTILLERY BBHKBVa 
Brioadieb-Gemeiul W. K PENDLETON ConAMDniO. 

M.nlj'i B«tt4!rr. t'lipt. B. a Mimly. BmflJi'.B«ttoiT. C^. (JohnD.j Smlll 
lat DomiHtiv Bli:biiHind Uowitun. Glut. Mrwdv Bittiry, Lieut [O.I Falndeite 
ilk Biffr, Llmt [jM-lWooltiilli 
'r BUUry, Clipt, [W.W.I Fute 
's Bstter)', P»pt [O. B.| Trylor 
tit-KU^^'ilBiit,. Capt. [W.W.I FickliDi 
UtrdD'i Bi>tlet7, CapC Mutin. 

?(Ml<Iri Ballatton, OlMaV Bulfalldn. 

Msjor J, 0, HlstltL. GiBBi, 

Branch'. Buttcrr, CopMin Plnnncr. D»vl.i»on-B Bat., LI. [J. H.) Chiuiim! 

Ntlmn-t Binery. Lt. IW. R.l BUmficld. Iiijno. 

G»rd™'8Biitleiy.0«pt.[H.B.!f5Brt™. DlcktnMTi'jiB»fi,C.pt (C.l Dlokenmi 

Eownn BBttery, Ll«at. Uycre. ute;-a Biilery, Cspl. [D. M,] Walker. 



Li«nt. Col. Thohib B. GiBTiB. Uent.-Uol. [Wiiximl Nil 

K<>rcuArtiUer;,G>pt.S.H. Pendleton. AmhenC AiUlkrj. CapC T. , 

Otujige Artillery, Capt. C, W, Fry. pMrick. 

Kin;Wjm(mAn.,Ciipl.Wm.P.Gnrter. Ullledite Artilk y.Cspt JobD I 

Jeff. Davli AttUlety, Civt. W. J. Hsen. Fltivunu AitUlei?, Capt. i. L, 

Srwtt'f BalialUm, 
Colonel J, T. BiioiiK. 
PoffhaUn Artillery, Captnrn W. J. Dance. 
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WALKER'S DtVISION. 
CoLDXVL It. L. WALKER. 
CuWi AoIMOan. 
Lient, Col. A. S. carta, litac-Val. 

■ Battery, Oipt. H. U. Hnw, LewlH Aniller]', uipt. o. ±^ 

noiL'i Bit';, OapC Q. U. FaUsr- I>Dnii1d«in>Uli An.. OspL 

Norfolk Light Art, C«pt. 
I ArUllnj, Oapt. J. T. WinBfldd. Huga ArtUlery, Cnpt. J. Ii 



Hurt. PredeTJckdmrK Art., Capt. S. A. Miuja. 
ae. LBtulnr AnlllErT. Cspt. T. A. Bnndcr. 

ipld. Pnrcsll Bstlcrj [Cfipt. Gfo. M. llnyoo]. 



Poanue'i SaUaltim. 

Lientemnl Coloqel W. T. E 

UddiHin AnHlerir [OiDtBln T. J 
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1. The BmiT ■ 
!. On tlie it; 



u hr Bs practfoiiblB 
th« TldnlCy of the 



The ravnlry dlrfidon will ttnain Id Oita jiwltlon to «)Vet the imssHgo of tl 

At mldiOnht gu Uw ad Miy the Third Covairy DivMon. with onc-hAlf tbo «u 
Vjid pan toa bridge tfain, vbhAi will j^D It after dark, will mavecaGermHnn&Toti 
bildnR the plank-roitd lutd ervu tb^ Bapidan as eoan ai the bridn is laid. If tl 
rivoTiDotfordahle, andhuU theotoinlas ontU the lofantry of the Fifth Corpit 
HP : Ic will then movs to Farker'ii tlan on Ibe OranEO Court Haii» plsnk-roiul i 



M as lai sa BobettKo'B I 



;« Cbnish, anil OcohhuI'i i 



THE VIBGINLi CAMPAIGN OP K* AND '65. 

namindlng Plllh Corpa, n 

I amy ba rwjnired, will kccrnaiHiij 
ttiU tba oalnDiD wUI enn Oie Rkpldu wUhanC delny. Bocfa illnioaitinn ot tbB 

WOdsmM tavani on (hs Orange OnarC BJnue pike. Tbc curpa iriU nigTe the 
rulktniiifr d&T pmet tbfl hdhl of Ckftharpln Hitbf erouiiiK the Orange Court Huiua 
pluik-iond *t Fwkor'i nine. 
4. Mitlin^G«iEiml Sedevlrk. ffimiMndinn Siith Corpe, will more u, 4 i.H. on 

tort, rolknring Iho Flftli Corjm, «nd ■Jlw cniMlDB the Bipidsn Bill bivuuac OQ 

(rwvttvrtiipdIhtbOorpflhiivecnHaed, UMi wlu (ollow ImmodUtdy In r»Tuf the 

Bo mnota of Uie bridge tnln ot the Sixth Corps " "i V t" □i!ccBnrj to brides 

-g. itirin more loCnlpoper Mine (orfl.nl 
BnglDeen of tlils br" 




Second Gonis, pfteting Uonnt^n Run at RoH'a ml] 
ford, take the roHlloCbBncellarylUe, udbMttD 

S. Greet an will be tnkon by the oorpi « 

promptly repnlred by the ploneen wfaererer needed, I 
wante of the dlvnton nr Mrrpe to whioh llw pionec - ' 
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. jf ratloDa, lomgp, 

loftuiOTBIid wtllLeiy ■mamnition, (te., heretofore ordered, the eorplm wo.Mien 

■CWrtQaruteimiaUtBf the ormy tnthe viclnlljot Rtch»rd>vUle, williavinw to 
croHiiiitt the Kipldan by biidgee U ElT'i ford and Onlpoper Mlue ford. 

fiitnixteniasndDtbertnlnB; thiK detail will iKcaniiMHed of entire leglmeiiUiufw 
-n pmctlrable. No other goanlii irhmMyHr for rrglmwul, briBids. divinion, or 
ooriM wHHotiir wiM be allowed. Eaob detail wUI be umlcrthoeomniati(3ot anofTloer 
nlfoted inr Cbit tHupo*«, Bad tba wbolo TriEJ be oipinifljidpd by tlLe hdIdt olDoer 

TKlB|![iard vlU be ea dlApowd nt to prottict the tmtne on tho nuuvll uid in park. 

13. Hmjnr-0«Dem1 BHecldiin, annmandiiig the Canlry Corpe, will dlnwt the FlnB 
' Ckniry bivUoD to oaU in iu iilckeU and patrolaoD tbo right dd thstnninliiKnF 

■■-■■' ■ ■■ Id iBeir rssdf to .-...--.— ^^- .. -■ . .^ .. 

' ~ '-^ lADlilsn rroiD HwrtdAn station to, . _ 






of the RsrIiIW froin Bapldwi 



uforr 



B right H 






M IHIK u> prmtiimble. 



.d Stuney UoantalDi will be nuiinti 



in tfaln at QernuDDa 
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Uuy i, ISIH, e.M. 



■ The (ollowlng moveinents nre ordere'l for the Bth Xtf, I* 

I. Uaiar.Oeneral Rberidin. commandlnR Canlry Onnm. w 

•nd Tortierf Bdivlniimn atnliiBt t>i# aBoioj'a mviilry In the dii 



t. ICaJor-aenenil Huncoclc, Dopimuiatng Br 
Bbady QniVC Ohorcb. ud eitenil bla light tc 

S. MijorOsnan] V 



a Oathnrpin road, I 



h Curpe at ParkerV 
teud hie Tlgbl toward 



i2i THE VmoiSTA. CAMPAIGS OP '04 AND '65. 


6. The BiHcrv* Aniller; «ill moTe to Gorbln'i bridge u won u tbe nxid li 


ll. 'Tha tTAiDB will ba pMkfti In tho viclnil)- o( Todd'n lorura. 

1. lleadqmnmB wiU be ™ Uio Onjigo Coun Hou»d pliuk-rmd, neiu- tbo Fifth 


B. Aflor reacUoB th« poii'l* dwisnilEd, Uin pjmj will b» hrld iB»dy to movo 


Mime on tha ro«da in bi« front, 
Tboir Oukero nod plekcta irlll be (hnwn wdl out, and their CToopt ba helit 

B. WILLUM8. 


APPENDIX F. 


AccwsDno to a fabnlar rtatcmon t of ktlli^a, wound*l. and ini«inK in tho Am.? <rf 
tho Puwinac and the Army of the Janios from May M68L to April B, IBIB, pcepunl 
in tho 0(B» of theAdjatuie-Oaiienil of the Arm, frooiHieroslmenlal roMmii. |U» 

ct General Onnt.' tho oanialtin oC Che Atm; at the Fotemaa in tHe battle ol thi 
Wiia.rae«i woe S.M1 killed. 6.78B wmlrf-rf, (.SOS mining. The nnmbct of killed 



reported on the mpBter-Iollii, of Jnne a 
were nouaded worn roporlfd simply fllw 

LB of killed and WDDE;ded afford morv t& 



and of t 






Tally as 

h I bsTe adorttd and those glytn br 
onndid Bii Ihoae ara not Ir.rrluded In 



ra urpi;^ publlBlMd la die PhUadEliibla Wut^ A 
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he etBtc tbnC b; referiing tg Che report of ihc Surf 




Ik «Bn that the lOBKs of Ihe Army o£ tbe FuMm 


J! " on the 6lh and Bth of May. 


kUled. wuonded, snd iiilsslrg. when odiled, umoun 




bnnared Hnd thiitj-niven ; imd If to this priioneiB 


beadfled, theeqanloMlothe 














■Dd plued one mider Uie other, nhkih ha^e been 


ulded together by QoiienU WU- 




en hundred and thiKy.»oven. 


Hiul ho tBhrred toUM Appsndii. Pwt I., which i 


pointed to tor ciplanatlono In 




eferenrae," he would not hava 


Wlen into BH^hsn error. Further, |>rip«.ners »« . 


*ajii Include.! under Uie head- 


Ing nt ■' mJwIng."' The »aie BtiMment bb lo the 




nuc in tha Wildt^meu Is mnie b; (ienenl Wllco. 


in the "Southern Hi^i^ 


Bodely S.peri," Aflgo«^ 18JB. 




APPENDIX 


G. 


g 


lAKjn.nTKM Ann™ H. S. 




MayT, low, 11.30 i.11, ' ' 




ght match to take podtlon U 
c Todd'e tjrtern with one, ana 




uolber nexr tho intcnectioa oC Plaey Hreuch u 


d Bpotuylvanla parf wllh the 
-e la made the traine should be 




loiown torwiitd early In the tnoraing to the Nj B 




I Oiink It would be advisable. In making the oba 


nge. to leave Hancock where he 


i-nnai Warren i»«a» him. Ha ™dd thm tollo» 


and become the rl^ht of tha 


new line. Buri.sldB will move to Piney Branch 


Chnroh. SedEwick can mova 






e Orange and Fredeiickiburg 


pUnK road, then follow Bcdgwklt to hi* placo of d 


jfHnatlon. AH vehlclenehould 


be got ont of hearina of the enemy be loro thatn 




""^''i^.nora than robable th« L ..nem ™, 








Hancock ' thi. afternoon. In owe they .i,. we mi 


It be prepered lo reid^t them. 


luid follow gp m; mccoaa wB miy gnln with oor w 








^ All the bospitaUehomd bo moved today to Ch« 






^- 'i^ '^-e™, 




H HBiDflHAB 


rina A.«i of th. Porokio, 


H OHDUIB 1^'Itl'.^''-"'. l***- 1 




and lo-ntght: 


^1 1, TbB trtuni of tha Biitta Corps anthociwd lo 


aeeompiiny the troops will be 


moied at four o'clock r.u, to Chuncellorvllle, and 


arked on the left of the rowl. 


■nd held roadj to follow tha Siith Corpu durlnK th 


e night march. 


a. The CralnB of the Fifth Corp> anthorlied u 




morod Kt avo o^nlock t.a. to Chancellor rllle, (ol 


owiue the trains of the fiinh 


Oonxi and [wUng wlUi them, and held ready Ic t 


iillow those tn^i In the move- 


^^ Dmt tonight. 








^L Bondat «iii'dockp.v.tuGhancellurvDle,and 


park on the righto! tha niad. 


^^ 1 Ths words " CB Hancock " not in copy f urn 




1. 


^ 
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I 





kHplngdiiuafUi 


B™* nmil, whlrb WiU be iHed by Ibe mwiw. 


4. I>rp.™a^ 




xru Hith cbcK Mine. 




6. 1-Ut Raerve 


AtOUety will moi 


u Mven o'doqfc by w«y o 


ChnnceUor.iUe, 


Aidrloli, ■m! Pin 






rood from Piney 






Court HwuB. and the loJ 




niDdi floQW, ™d 






tiM aurth cwmi. 








6. Atbiklf-iwt 
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Morning Report, March SI, I8B5, Array nfthe Potoiaae. 







IxaLUMI. 




OrOaiB. 


BnUj>lcil 


01B«™. 


EblWed 


Qani. 


PtOVOttGMrf 


S 


*,B88 


i 


1 




















Pq-totCttrPlriol-ColU.. 




as 


70" 


















Tool. ncdaalTe of Fn>- 


B.064 


es.wo 




6,716 









i(C Report if the Twedtj-fotirth Corps of 



laWillUmBlrnoy'. rttvL- 



APPENDIX L. 



433 



Morning Report^ March 31, 1865, Twentij -fourth Corps^ General 

Gibbon Commanding. 



» 


INFANTBT. 


Abtillbbt. 


• 


Officers. 


Enlipted 
men. 


Officers. 


Enlisted 
men. 


Guns. 


Foster's— First DiviRion. . . 
Ames's— Second DiviRion . . 
l^evens's— Third DiviRion. 
Turner's Independent 


249 
169 
275 
148 


5,488 
4,397 
6,096 
3,791 








Total 


841 


19,772 


56 


A045 


70 







Morning Report^ February 23, 1865, Tuoenty-flfth Corps^ General 

Wbitzel Commafiding. 



Twenty-fifth Corps 



417 



12,237 



80 



946 



56 



The cavalry of the Army of the James, General Mackenzie commandinf?, accord- 
ing to the Morning Report of March Slst, had 68 officers and 1,734 enlisted men 
prenent for duty. 

The Army of the James, therefore, had present for duty 1,258 officers and 32,009 
enlisted men of infantry, with 86 officers and 2,991 enliRted men of artillery, with 
120 guns. Of this force Gteneral Ord took with him on the 27th of March 10,000 
infantry of Gibbon's Corps, about 4,000 of Weitzel's, and all Mackenzie's cavalry, 
1,700. 

When (General Sheridan united with the Armies of the Potomac and the James 
Gr^^'s cavalry division was assigned to him. The cavalry was an independent 
command, and consisted of Custer's and Thomas C. Devin's divisions, under the 
command of General Merritt, and General George Crook's diviRion, formerly 
Gregg's. 

The Morning Reports of March Slst give for the numbers of these divisions pres* 
ent for duty 611 officers and 13,209 enlisted men. 



Morning Report^ March 31, 1865, Cavalry present for dtUy^ not present 

for duty^ equipped. 





Officers. 


EnliRted 
men. 


Onster*s — Third Division 


209 
192 
210 


4,355 


Thomas C. Devin's— First Division * 

George Crook's— Second Division. (Gregg's old division) . . . 


3,489 
5,415 


Total 


611 


13,209 







The siege artillery is not included in the preceding. 

The return of Lee's army of February 20, 1866, the last to be found among the 
Confederate archives in the War Department, gives the following for the number 
of offloers and enlisted men present for duty : 

XII.— 19 
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Jfomvi^ Report of Fi^bruary 20. 1865, Anny of Northern Virginia. 
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COMMAMBEBS IN THE AbMY OF THE PoTOMAC UNDER MaJOB- 

Genebaii Geoboe G. Meade, on Mabgh 31, 1865. 

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS AND UNATTACHED COM- 
MANDS. 

PBOVOST GtTABD. 
COLONKL GEORGE N. MAGY. 

engineer brigade. 

Bbigadikr-Gbneral henry W. BENHAM. 

BATTALION U. 8. ENGINEERS. 
Captain FRANKLIN HARWOOD. 

ARTILLERY. 
Bkioaoizk-Gbhxbai. henry J. BUNT. 

SIEGE TRAIN. 
Colonel HENRY L. ABBOT. 

HEADQUARTERS GUARD. 
Captain RICHARD G. LAY. 

QUARTERBCASTER'S GUARD. 
CoLONXL R. N. BATCHELDER. 

SIGNAL CORPS. 
Captain CHARLES L. DAVIS. 

INDEPENDENT BBIGADE. 
Colonel CHARLES H. T. COLLIS. 



SECOND ARMY CORPS. 
Major-Gbneral ANDREW A. HUMPHREYS. 

FIRST DIVISION. 
Bbigadibb-Genbral NELSON A. MILES. 
Firit Brigade. Second Brigade, 

Colonel Gbobob W. Scott. Colonel Robert Nugxnt. 

Third Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 

Colonel Hxnbt J. Madill. Colonel John Rambbt. 

SECOND DIVISION. 
Brxoadzbb-Genbbal WILLIAM HAYS. 
FIrei Brigade. Second Brigade. Third Brigade. 

CoU Wm. a. Olmbtxao. CoL Jambb P. MoItob. Brig.-Gen. Thos. A. Smtth. 

THIRD DIVISION. 
Bbioadizb-Gbnebal GERSHOM MOTT. 
Firet Brigade. Second Brigade, 

Brlg.-Q«n. BbqiB db Tbobbl4NO. Brig.-Gen. Btbon B. Pibbob. 

Third Brigade. 
Colonel Robert MoAllibtbb. 

ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Majob JOHN G. HAZARD. 
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FIKST DTVIfllON. 

SBBtalL CHARLES GBIFFTN. 



BEOOSD DIVISIOS. 
BitDiuiEB-aEiiaiiiL HOMBYK B. AYHBB. 
Flnl Brinadi. Secana Briaaae. ! 

Ool. FlEDIUCK WiRTBROP. Do]. AhdRXW W. [lEKlSOB. Gol 



CoLoni. CHAIU-Ea a WAINWRinH' 



FIRST DIVISION. 

BBIOIDIEB-OINIBIL FRANK WttBATOH. 

Ar'( BHiraiU. Sieond Brigade. Thini BMgaiU. 

Col. Wh. H. Psbiobe. Col. JoaiFE S. Uimbijn. Co). Oittib Edwiidb. 

SECOND DIVISIOK. 

BBIOiDiin-aEHKiiiL OGORQB W. SKTl'V. 

Funt Briaaat. Second BrIaaiU. TJUra Brfgade. 

Col. JiflU M. WinNEH. Brig.-Oeu. Liwii A. Obist. CoI.Tboiias W. Htdi. 



TliniD r 
B OlicuiL TRUUAN SEYUOUR. 

Second Brigade^ 



FIRST DIVISION. 

BBiaiDiin-GmBii. ORLANDO B. WILLCOX. 

Pint Brigade. Second Brigaae. 

Colonel SUDKL HmiiiiiiK. Llent.-Colonel Rti.ru S. 
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Third BrUjade. 
Lient-Colonel Oilbebt P. Robihson. 

SECOND DIVISION. 
Bbigadibb-Gimebal BOBERT B. POTTER. 

First Brigade, Second Brigade, 

Ck>lonel Johh I. Ousti». Br!g.-Gen. Simon G. Gbiffih. 

THIRD DIVISION. 
Bbigadieb-Gskbbal JOHN F. HARTRANFT. 

First Brigade, Second Brigade, 

lient-Colonel Wm. H. McCall. Colonel Joseph A. Mathews. 

ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Colonel JOHN 0. TIDBALL. 



SHBRroAN'S CAVALRY. 
Major-Gbnbral PHILIP H. SHERIDAN. 

ARMY OP THE SHENANDOAH. 
Bbigadier-Genbral WESLEY MERRITT. 

FIRST DIVISION. 
Brigadieb-Genebal THOMAS C. DEVIN. 

First Brigade. Second Brigade, Third Brigade. 

Colonel FXTBB Staoo. Col. €;ha8. L. Fitzhuor. Brig.-Gen. Ali-bbd Gibes. 

THIRD DIVISION. 
Bbioadieb-Gembbal GEORGE A. CUSTER. 

First Brigade, Second Brigade, Third Brigade. 

CoL Alex. C. M. Penmikoton. Col. Wm. Wells. Col. Henbt Capehabt. 

SECOND DIVISION (Abmt or THE Potomac). 
Majob-Genebal GEORGE CROOK. 

First Brigade, Second Brigade, Third Brigade, 

B'g.-Gen. H. E. Davjss. CoL J. Ibwin Gbeoo. Col. Chas. H. Smith. 



ARMY OF THE JAMEa 
Majob-Genebal Edward O. O. Obd. 

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS AND UNATTACHED COM- 
MANDS. 

SIGNAL CORPS. 
Captain L. B. NORTON. 

ENGINEERS 
ColombL JAMES F. HALL. 

CAVALRY. 
OOLOim. FRANCIS WASHBURN. Colonel EDWIN V. SUMNER. 

Colonel CHARLES F. ADAMS, Jb. 



THE VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN OF '64 AKU 'I 



SBf ABATE BllIGADK 
BmauiiDt-GEiiEiui. JOSEPH a. carr. 



joM. SKond BrUimia. IVUnl Briaast, 

L KlFLEI, Cil. Mic'lT. Qdhubdk. CoL SiirnKi.lI. BoBBt' 
INIIEPESDBNT DIVISION. 
BuouilKB-OCHXBAI. JOHN W. TUBNEB. 
Md«. Second Brigade. TJitrd Brtgadt. 

« Form. Col. Wiujua B, Cdmiii. CoIoiisIThoi. 11. Habm 



i. DaAPBB. Bg.-Oeo. Bdw'd a. Wild. 
SECOND DIVISION. 



Col. W. W. WaoowAM 



Colonal BiNCSb P. Spum. 
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e Army of N 
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ic. Though 










Armj Dt NorthL™ Virginia. I rad 
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It. E. LBB. 
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cheAnnyot Northern Virginia la ■ 
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■hall be dlHtunUfiod [gr taUne o 
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■ealnUtha 




rnlttd 8a>l« unHl ptnporly e!.dhn 


Eed. I will meet you. or » 
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V. 3. GRANT. ■ 
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OiHEBU.— 1 RodTed Bt a 1a>e h 




of to-dav. 


ninlnlofyatorday 


I did not iDlond u> propoH the Bnr 


render of the 


Army of No 


thiirn Virginia, but 


lo aak Uie term- of your pmpoeltl'jii. Tq be tr»nlt, 1 do not t 


hink the emerHBnoy 




of (hit armr 
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• whether < 
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■e. meet you with a yli^w W 


















_ be pieced to meet you at 10 a.m.' 




ho old 6tagB 


road to liliihmoud, 


1 „_,..» 


.rml>«. 




B. B. LEB, 




Ho. B. 




April 9. ISUS 
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y 1' received 
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tioteot thh morning, 






KBdmii 


n1oinBty,-n.and« 


lecnaln definlLel; wbat 




w'STembfawainj-o™ 


ropiHi 
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hi»«m;. iDDWMl 


ninu. 




lBH«0(jffltt*rdB>IO 


tuitpu 


pose. 






B. B, LEB, 




iSAST-DKBKBAC U. 

I. R. B. Ln. Cammii 


nrilngC.S.A.: 




iprilE^lBBS. 


Your 


note o( thla <Ule i< br 






\-ingiH«wii(romUi 


RtohraDnd uid Lynchburg 


wd Co thB F«ridvll 


"urah 


cibiirB rmd, I urn, 


»tthl»writiDE, Bbout 








md will push (orwut 


atotbftBMtLtorthei™™* 






uat to me on thlc ruad where yon wish tho 
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iKtra 


Vefjra 


piifttiillj, joiir obBdlan 

Ho. 8. 

Affoh 












ApriL9,186B. 



following tenoB, to vlt: Kollq ol 



i arnu, nrtillerT. and pnUlc property 
to Uie ofUcfln appointed by me to rs- 



Gbnebil B. B. Li 



.11 Ylniitila t^ proposed by you. 



LlEUTEM mr-OEKEii 



carry the stJpuUUon 
R. K. LEB, 



ITs'IDEX. 



Note.— rteirfmenis, battel-ies, eli 
their State; exceptiiig bntteriet ai 
othtr ipeoial imme. IViete are Utd 

Abbot, Colonel H. L., 2i6, 2i1 

(note), aH6 (note) 
Abbott, Colonel J. C, 309 
Abbott. M*;ot H. L., 55 
Abercrumbie, Geaarol, 334 
Aiien, Colonel. 23* 
Ames, GeneiB,!, diviaion of, 137, 

148, 148 et seq., 157 et aeii., 

ITd, 353. 284. 288, 2H, K09 
Anderaon, G. T., briga-te of. 378, 

28(\ 384, ass et aeq.. 2»!< 
ADderson, Oolonel, killed, 187 
Andereon, General R. H.. divisioa 

of, 15 (note), 33, 33. 3i. 39, 41. 

43 eb Beq., 46 et seq., 40, Oi, 

M, aa, les, ioo, m, its et 

Beq , 103, S04, SOQ. 914 et aoq., 
231 et aeq.. 'iSO, 308. 310, 3^ 
et BBQ,, 328, 354 et aeq.. 3B7, 
870 «6 aeq.. 375, 377, 379 et 
■eq., 383eCiieq., SMI 

AppomMtiOi Court Honao, 391, 
393 et aeq. , 398 et aeq. 

Arnold, Captain, 70 

Arerill. Colonel, 196 

j^ea. General, brigade of, S6. 60 
et aeq., 179, 261 et aeq., '>74 et 
aeq., ^1, 397, 302, 314 et aeq., 
327, 329 et aeq., 33M et aeq., 
311 (QOte). 346 et Beq., 351 et 
Beq., 358 et aeq. 

Baboock. Ctolonel, 173 
Badeau, General, 5, 53. 56, 67 et 
aeq., 109 (note), 114 (note). 



, ars indexed under the namet of 
led by llieif captaliCt or h\i tama 

zed Ultdir B>TTEBIE8. 

Barlow. General F. C. diviaion of, 
13 (note). 31, 37, 40, 45 (note], 
66, 76 et leq., SI, 93 et aeq., 
94 (note), 96 etaaq., JOB 111 



Bamoid, General. 24.5 (note) 

Bameq, bngade of. 26 

BarriDger, Genctal, 161, 1S9, 202, 

Bartlett, (General W. F.. brigade 
of, 36, 60 et aeq., 136, 179, 
363, 335, 336, 338, 843. S50 

Barton, brigade of, 136, 142, 145, 
160 (note) 

Batteries : Beok'fl, 208 et aeq., 301 
et Boq. ; Dow'a, SI, 4H ; Mo- 
Gregor's, 344, 3.50; MoKnight'a 
mi : Uaynadier's, 340 ; Fe- 
gram'a, 375; Poagne-a. 38S. 
390; Rioketts'a, 81; Roder's, 
302 ; Wrighfa, 356 

BatUe, General, £5 et Beq., 85, M, 



Beale, General. 343 (note) 

Beauregard, Geoeral, 135, 143 et 

aeq., 148 et eeq., 151, 154 et 

Bcq„ 169, 197 ot eeq., SOU et 

Beq.. 213 et aeq.. 218 (note), 
3.9, 331 et aeq., 351, 259, £69, 
274 et aeq. 



I 



B»ver. ColoDi'I, 317 

Beck. arUlIery of, ate et Btq. , 301 

Betiham, Genarnl, 9, 308 (note) 

■■ ■ niii, Col ' ' 

•e- brig 
..), S87 

BeDyaurd, Captain, 337 

Bingbiua, Uajor. tOS 

BirtKiy, General D. B.. 4, 13 (QOto], 
31 et sen.. S7 et ita., 43 et 
soil., 46 (nal£), 4T «b oeq., Til 
«t 8oq., 80, S3, 88, »3 et «eq., 
efl et Bcq., in» et seq., Ill, 
113 et Kq., 129 et acq., IW, I 
178, 188, 188, IBS, £08, 210, I 

HBU., m et' Beq., aes'et neq.. 

Sul et aeq., 367 at uq., SB3, 

a78 
Bimej, GenerjkJ WiUiaio, diyisioiL 

of, SS5, 3'!3, SSa 
Bkisdcll, Coland, £65 (cote) 
BuiBseao, Di., Sm, 338, 311 laote), 

843, 313, 850 et seq. 
BoBbcr, Genenl. 193 
BoitoQ, Colonel 385 
Bragg. Generai, 275, 397 
Brotton, General, brigade ol, 47 

(notel, W3, 101 (nota), 104, 137, 



ttq., 125, 130 Bt aeq , 167, 17B 
et neq.. 170 et aeq., ISSetaeq., 

ifts, m. ars, ais (note), 3&, 

317 et aeq.. 350 et oeq., 25>'>, 
S57atHq.,3()0 et seq., 363 et 
seq., 282 
Batler. General Benj. F.. 6, l<l>, 
ia5,lli4,137etBpq., 142et8ai.. 
140, 147 (note), HBetBeq., 



,,157et 



4, IWi, 



,., aOl et aeq., SOfi et 

seq., son, in, SIS (note), asost 
BBq., 886,231, £34, 339, 346, S77, 
S93, 204, 3M, 3(19 et wq. 
BjTuea, Coloael, ISS 

Cahfbbij., Colonel, brigade of, 86 

Capehart, brigade of, 335 

Cftiroll, General, S3, 38, 41. 4a 81 ; 
promoted to Brieadiet-Gea- 
eral, 86, 03, 07, 1U4, 106, 3&S 

CatUn, diTiaion of, 114 (note) 
Ceauola. Colonel, 180 (note), IBB 
Chamberlain, Geneio), 1^, 335, 

333. 300 (note) 
Chombliis, General, brigade of, 

'"- aS8; kiiled, 371 



Chap 



1, Colonel, 35, 177, 3 



BrecMiuidge, General, 13^, 

166 et seq., 170 et »eq., 

190, 105, am, 233, 313 
BreWBtor, Colonel Wm. R., 

gods of. 88. 94 
Brooke, Colonel. 34, T7 et aeq., 

lOa, 1S3, 271 
Brooks, General, 137, 147, 153, 

158, 175 et acq., 135 ct i 

206etBeq., 336 
Brown, brigade of. 78 ot seq., 
Biyan, General Goode, brigodt 

.M(note), 03, !-' 



Burs;, 



of, 1 
liOl e 



te) 



»00 et aeq,, 303 (note), 310, 
330, 333 (nete), 355, 307 

Biirham, Captain, HS 

Bumimin, Genfral. 1S7, 3S8 

Barns, Colonel. 33 [note) 

T> ijjg^ General A. K., diririon 



of, 1, 13, 
43,4- ■ 



A, JU., lUTIBiail 

*cq., 24. Sfl, 40, 

87etBeq..W4^"let 
;.of, 10&,107ot«iq., 



;lingnnm. brigade of 143 et 

IriO [note), 155 etsoq., 150. 171, 

175, 275 et seq.. ZHSet aeq. 
CoiL Ua)oi, 350 (ante) 
Gold Harbor, 163, 166 et seq., 301, 

243 
Colquitt, General, brigade of, 142, 

148, 150 et seq., !50, 354, 876, 

et seq., BS8 et aeq. 
Comstoclt, Colonel, 41, 90 
Oonneoticnt, regiment ot : Tenth, 

314. Batteriesof: First, 346; 

Second, 175 
Cook, Genecol, brigade of, 38, 90; 

104, ISO 279 (note), 280, 326, 

333 (note), 355, 307 et aeq., 810 
Cope, Major, 3S0 
Corlej, Colonel Jaa. L., IB [note) 
Corae, General, brigade of, 142, 

150 (note), 155 et aeq , 328. 

385, 843, 343 (note), 344, 350 et 

■eq., 384 
Coulter, Colonel, brigade of, 60; 

woanded, 115, 348 ct Heq, 
Ccaig, Colonel, brigade of, 270 et 



Orawfora, GeiiBralS. W., 13 (not*), 
33 et Beq., 07, 30, y02, 301 et 
seq., ei, 611, 61 etseq., 103, 114 
etscq., I2B, 131, 16a, 319, 8?4 
et seq., 3B7 et KtL,30l, 3Ua 
(note). <I14 et aeq.. 839 et Beq.. 
338, 339 et Buq., 313. 3M, SiS 
et tea., 351 et Beq., 3Sti et Beq., 
370 

Orittenden. General, ST (note], 103, 
111, 131, ISO 

Oroot, GeDBisl, 6, 19.5, 337, 33+ et 
Beq,, 3«, 374, 376 et seq., 380, 
383 ebaeq., 386 et Beq., 390, 396 

CoIIbq; C Jlooel, 305 
Curtin, Culoiiel, 317 
Caater, General, brigade of, SI et 

Beq., Sii, b3.i et Beq., 341 
(note), 843 et seq.. 340, 351 
et leq., ilT4, 33(), ^ S9S et 

Cntler, brigada of, 43 

Cntjec General. divisioTi of. BI et 
aeq., 101 at aeq., 114, l'J9, 197 
et leq., 1T4, 179, 193, 374, 378 

Dabnbt-. W., 330 et seq., 333, 33fl, 

397 Inole), 342, 353, liW 
Daniel, General, brigade of. 36 et 

geq., 65, 96; killed. 97etaeq., 

IDS, 195 [notel 
Davies, GonecaL brigade of, 134, 

337, 3.t6, 370, 383 et seq. 
Dkriea, hrigada of, 29, 43, 80, 266 

(iiotej,374-' *"'■ *"■ — 

Davis, Presidt 

aw, 316, 371, 386, avts 
Deanng, General, oaTalr; of, 142. 

148, 151, 156, 159, 197, 307, 315, 

sen, 374. 391. 3»4, ;^ 
Deniaon, Gener^ bngade of, 36 

et Beq.. 00, 81 [note), 330 et aeq. 
De Feyster, General J. Watts, 373 

De PejBter, Lientenanl Johnson 

L., 373 (nabe) 
De Trobriand. brigade of, 399, 301 

et seq.. 314. 3»S 
Dereni, G< 



B Denn.C 

^^ 337 

^H aeq. 

^m Beq. 






. 175 et leq,, 



Derin. General, diviaion of, 51. 165. 
337 et seq., 334 et leq., 343 et 
■eq., 347 (note), 348, 350 et 



EX. US 

Dinwiddle OoortHooBB.SSlBt seq., 

338, 834, 336 et seq.. 350 
Dolee, General, 35 et aeq., S3 et 

leq., 103, IMO, lie (note) 
Dow, battery of, 31, 48 
Drake. Colonel 176 
Dnuy'e BInff, 140 et eeq., 144 at 

seq., 151 et seq., 314 
Dnana, Major JamcB C, 13 (note), 

ine, 303, 254 
Dnbose, General. 381 
Dunovant, General, lfi4 (nottO 
Dnshano, Colonel, brigade of, 374, 



EliBLY, General Jnbal A., 15 



acq,, IfiS et «aq., 173, 179 et 
seq., 188 et seq.. 195, S43 et 
swi,.3IJ7etBeq., 308 
Egan, Geneiat, dinaion of, 130, 316, 
395 et seq., 998 et aeq., 801 et 

Elliott, Geneial, brigade of, 313 
(note), 1315 (note), 348, SCO et 
seq., 3.54. 356 et seq., 3li0, 383 

Emory, General. 344 

Eastis, hrigada of, 31, 43 

Evans, General N. G., 96. 124, 159, 
3l3(nutc), 315 (cote), 316 

Ewell. General Biohacd S., 3, 13. 
15, 16 (note), 33 et aeq., 35, 37 
et seq., 35 et aeq., 45. 64, M, 
66, 73 et seq., 85, B9, 93 et aeq., 
98, 103 et aeq., 104 at aeq., 118 
et Beq., 114 (note). 115 (note), 
llOetseq.; at Hanover Juno- 
tion, 133, 135, 137, 131, 185, 
SS3 [note), 333, 2S8, 305, 371, 
376, 377, 380 et eeq., 399 

FiiEOHitn. Colonel H. S., 305 
Farmville.Va., :i83, 387. at seq., 396 
Parwell, Captain, 303 (note) 



1), le, 38, 43 et seq., 
, 49, 54 (note), 61 
S, 70 et aeq., 101 
i, 169, 171^ 174 et 



I 



Esq., ISI et Beq., SU, STS, 330 
et BdQ., 240, ■^■■i. aOfl. 277, a7U 
(note), 284, 1!87, 298, 305 et 



Fort HuriBon, Vs., SSi etseq. 
Fort Howard, Va., S18 
Fort Stedman, Va„ 317 et boo. 
Foster CeDenl. 348 et M,<i.. SSd, 

305, 369, 397 
Frai^ General, brigade of, SI et 

aeq., 40; 4\45 (Dotti), 40 (note) 
Ftv. Ctdonel, 150 (note), 153, 180 
Fnlbaii, Colonel, brigade of, 159, 



GiRBi, cavattj hiinde of, 2S4 
Ciarv, uenerikl. cavalrv brigadeof, 

2B3, 305 et «eq 371, Sffi 
Gearr, General, SOS 
Georgia, regimenta of: Bevanth, 

&i ; Twelftli, IGS 
Getty, General G. W., division of, 

4, 13 (note), 34 et eeq,, a8 et 
; attacksEetb, ^eteeq.. 



38; n 



inded, : 



., IS5. 244, 38.^, mi 
Gibbon, GeneralJolin, 4, la(note), 
37 et aeq., 45, 46, 65, T6 at 
Beq,, 81 et seq., O^et iieq , 104, 
lOH et aeq.. Ill, 113, 1:^ et 
Beq., 16(1, ITS, 180. 182 et ncq., 
18fl, 20B, 313, 219, 338 et aeq. , 
365 (note), 269 et seq., 27i), 

. ™^ ggg 3Qy 



leral, attioka Piokett, 



GihbB.'^ei 



Gillespie, Colonel, 344, 347 (note) 
GiUmoro, General Q. A,. 137, 131), 

141, 14,5 ct Beq., !63 etseii., 

157, 190 et seq. 
GofT, Coloael Nuthan, Jr.. 308 

(note) 
" ' n, General Jamen B. , brigade 



Gould. Colonel, 318 

Graoie. General, brifule nf, 16 
(nnte), 136, 141, 146, lSO(note). 
153 et seq., 159. 314 et «n., 
3111,354, 330,333,3.14 

Gntnt, Genera] U. 8., 4 ; reoeivea 

General and made Camman- 
der-in-Cbief , 5 ; report of, 6, 
) 9 et seq. ; joina Meade, 34, SI . 
33 (note), 51 {note}; moremeDt 
of, 53, 50 et aeq., 66, 78, BT 
[note) ; despatch to Meade, SQ, 
00, HI (note), 97, 99. life, 115 
(notej. 119, 137 et Beq., 137. 
15W, IBO, 170. 173, ISl. 185, 
187 et eeq., 193, IIU, 308 et 
■eq., 308 et seq., 313, 313 
(note), 314. 29), 234, 336, 345 
et seq.. 360. aw. 368 "™ """ 

sgo, ! 



Greeley, Colonel. 314 



88, 30 (note). 51 et seq., S3, 

(17 et aeq., 134 et leq., 160, 164 
etaeq,, 169, 171,176, 177,1*3, 
121, 333, 33S, 368 et seq., 
378, 3S3, 384, 287, 390 (note\ 
291, 298, S9.5. 303 et Beq., 310, 
313. Slj, 3S4 et seq., 377, 383, 
BOO 

Gregory, General, 333 et aeq. 

Griffin, General Chas., divlBionof, 
13 (note), 33, 35 et aeq., 30, 
00 et aeq., 103, 114 (note). 129, 
131. 107 etaeq., 179, 188, 193, 
817, ass, 357, S74, 391 et seq., 
396 et aeq., 314 et acq., 325 et 
"^ ' aeq., 333, 836 et 






seq., .5i 



of, 9 

64, 66, 74, W5, 9.1. 95 etaeq., 
113, 134, 134; killed. 13.5, 101, 
179, 188 et aeq., 195 (note), i 
308, 310. 314 et aeq.. SIT et 
aeq., 368, 366, 3fl9. 371, 375, 
8T7, 379 et aeq., S85 et aeq.. | 



Grimes brigade of, 113 

Gaild, Snr^on Lafayette. 15 (note) 

Gwyn, General JomuB, 331 , 3&, 35S 

iHiGOOO, General, 47 (note), 189, 
143 et sen., 150 (note), 165, 
159, 210, 277 



rak. General, 67 (note), IM 
HammDnd, Coliuiel, cavalry of, 31, 

2S. 35 
Hunptoii, Geoenil, division of, 16 
(note). 53, 63, tM, 6a, SO. 152, 
IM (nota), 17T, IIB, 330 ot 
Beq., 341, 3H9, «7, 279, 38?, 
2»U (nobe], 391 et seq., 394, S9U 
et Beq. , 300, 303, 303 (note), 309 
Hancock, Qener&l W. 3., 4; re- 



70 et saq., 76 et acq., Bl et 
aeq., 88 90 eb aeq., «5 et Beq. ; 
mcoeBBtnl Bsaault of, 97, 99 ct 



«q., 119 et seq.. 



;, 139 Dt 



__,., 166 Bt aeq., i09, 17B, -.-, 
183, ISS, 193. 300, 304, 305 
(note). 809 et Beq., 2ia, 316, 
223, 248 et Beq., S.53 et esq., 
258, 9>a et leq., ^^1 et seq., 



q., 39.^ e 



.,313 



HuTis, Colone 

Hacria, Geneial. 9S, 308, 365, 369 

HarriBon, Colonel Walter, 34£ 

(note) 
Hartcsnft, General, 31i 318 e( 

aeq., 366 
HaBkell, Oolonel, ISJ, 2^ (note) 
Hawley, Colonel, 196 et seq. 
- call's - ■ 

a™ 

Hays, Oeneral Aleiauder. brigade 
of, 37 ; Idllod. 3^, Bo 

HavB, General (UDiJer Meade), 333 
et Beg., 362, 36T 

Hays, General (of Jobnaon'a Di- 
vision), vroondod, 73 (loto), 
195 



Httii, 6eneral, divieion of, 15 
(note), 33, 3fi et aeq., 83, y4 et 
Beq., 38, 43, 45 et aeq , 4I>, 79 
et eeq., 88 et aeq., 103 et ten., 
ITS et seq., ISS et seq., 241), 
283, 374 et eeq., 379 [note), 381, 
2S3, 294, 300, 303 (note), 337, 
333 mote), Sfi7 et seq., B71, 



,,33et 

SS'et seq., 41 ,' 43, 54, W, 7'3; 
74, 79, 91, US, 100, 103, 108, 
133 et aeq.. 137, 139, IBS, 166 et 
•eq.. 179, 183, 304, 309, 214, 
3!&, 330 et aeq., 2^ 253, 359, 
276, 377, 279 et seq., 383, 391 
eteeq., 394, o03(Dotfi)etBeq., 
3US (note), 310, 314. 317, 331, 
3 6 et eeq., 333, 355, 363, 365 
(note). 367 et aeq., 370 et acq., 
384 (note) 

Hinks, General, 137, 189, 146, 149, 
156, 159, liJO et aeq., 200 et 
seq,, 310 (note), 313 

Hoffman, brigade of, 297 

Hoke, Gsneral, brigade of, 15 
(note), 16 (Dote), 105. 131 et 
aeq., 143 et seq.. 118, 150 et 



37t, 388, 393, SOS (note), 309 

Holman, Colonel, 304. 306 

HotC, J., house of, gT9 et acq., 383 

Howard. Captain McHenry, 85 
(note). 05, 384 (note) 

Howell, Colonel, 158 

Haget'B batteries 380 

Humphrey, Colonel William 103 

Humphreya, General A, A.. 13 
(note), 33 (note), 60, 63, 62 
(note), 86, 101 (note), IW, 110, 
114 (note), 115 (note), 193, 
204, 311, ^ 326 et aeq., 339, 
S-TS, 334. 337, 363, 366 et aeq.. 



378, 3 



«■ 



388, 389, 3^ et aeq. 



r J.. 9, 13 

(note), 246, 330, S56 (note) 
Hunter, General, 0, 187 et seq., 

191 et aeq., 19S, 301, 330, 333, 

236, 343, 346, 367 
Hunton, bc%ade of, 141, 144, 148, 

175, 183. 190, 328, 331 et aeq., 

354, 374, 381 

luBODBH, Genecnl, 134, 191 



-.-,,, movement to, 317 et sei 
JmMnB, General, brigade of, 1 
47 (note) 



Jcdcbo bildge, 1ST et Mq., 133 
(note) 

JohDHDn, Genenl BDnhrod R., 
brigade of, IB (note). 141, 150 
(note), iri5, 1511, 3:iH,ftie, 371, 
:!75. SfH (note). 3S>I 

jDhnsnn, Geiiml Edirstd, IS 
(DDt«). £3 at. seq., 'J5 ct b«]., K6, 
74. 83, *5 (Dute) ; captured, 93. 
aSeUcq., IWetacq., 124, 1H5 
(note), 318, 81S, SMI aK, 954 
ttBeq., »6, ia», 3MT, 391, 394. 
»<B (note) et arq., 330, aa4, 



of, salt to Early, aa , __ 

et Beq.. 96; wounded. lOG, 
195 (note), 317, 38tt, SW 
JoDCB, Geoeral J. M., 25 ; killed, 

aij.74 
Jones. Oenerel Samuel, I4S 
JoDcs, Genera], DHTalry brigade of, 
le [note), 194 et seq. 

KaOTZ, Genaral A. V., 137, 189, 
143, 145 et Beq., 158etBeq., ]% 
et Beq., 20O et aaq., 212, U20, 
237, 1:39 et eeq,, 347, 373 et 
Beq., SB* et Beq.,^aS7, 393 



Kcllo 



I, ColoneL 170 



Keifer, Colonel, ai 

Keitt, Colonel, 173 

Kellogg, Colonel. SSL 348, 350 

Kelly, Colonel Patiick, 21T 

Kemnot. brigade of. 130, ISO (note) 

KorBbLW, General, diviiion of, S, 
15 (note), la S8, 41, 43, 45 
(Dota), (W, 63, ^3 et seq., 108, 
113, 130, 16H, 173 et Beq., 179, 
1S3, 314, 31G, SSI et aeq., 249, 
352, 367,369,308, 3T1 , 382 et Beq. 

Kerwin, brigade of, 3D1 et seq. 

Kiddoo. Colonel, :t06 

King, Colonel, '£H 

Kirkland, General, brigade of, M, 



91, 110 ot 

LliNB, General, brigade of. 34. TA 
(note), 103 et eeq., 193, 279 
(note), 280, 393, SiB, 33a 

Langdon, Captain Loamii Ii. , 379 
(note) 



IiBBsure, Colonel, brigade oi, 45 

Ledlie, General, diYieion of, 318, 
£53, 354 et Mq., 3S9. 265 

Lee, General Cnetia, diTurioii of, 
371,875, 383,)>S4 

Ijee, General FltKhngh, diviBJcn ot, 
19 (note], 51 et ae^., 59. 61, 63. 
W et seq., 134 et aeq., 164. 171 
eta»., 175 (note), 178 et seq., 
HW, aao et aeq., 249, Sfii. 2K7, 
3S6, 328, 334, 343, SIS, 854. 367, 
a70, hTi. 374 et Beq,, 376 et 
eeq., 3b6, 368, 390 et seq., 396 

Lee, Genraul Bnbert B., I ; at Oi- 
Biige Court Honae, 3, 6, 8, 9, 1 1 
et eeq., 15 et seq., 33; meets 
commander of the Aimy of 
Noithem Virginia. 33, 38 et 
seq., 34, 36, 3U (note), 45, 57. 
63. 64, 67, 69 et «eq., 73, 7fi, 
83. 88, 91 et Beq., 104, 106. 113, 
119 et seq.. 131 (note). 133 et 
aeq. ; at Hanover Jenotion, 
323 et Beq., 137, 132 et seq.. 
138, 169, 165 et seq., 170, 179 
etseq.,ie8et seq., lUSeteeq., 
195 et seq., 198 et aeq., 3Ci2, 



359, 367 et Beq., 373. 375 et 
Btq., 288, 390, 300. 803, 311 et 
seq., 314, 316 et aeq., 330, 333 
et aeq., 336, 336 et seq., 343, 
344, 3.'>4 et seq., 358, 363, 371, 
873 et Beq., 376 et seq., S84 et 

Lee, Goieral wTh. 1 






. 161, 



aeq., 189, 220, 335. 337at«eq., 
34H, 353, 369, 375, 377, 394, 
33.5. 838, 334 et seq,, 343, 344, 
3.51 etaeq., 354, 37S 3ff7 
Lee. RBur-Admltal S. P., 138, 140 
et eeq., 146 et seq., 303 et 

LawL^'Colonel, 124, 150 (note), 

153, 159, 390 
Linaoln, PreBident Abraham, 4, 

341 (note), 3.57 
Livermore, Colonel, 310 (note). 



LoiBBX, brigade of, 184 



(note), 3-J eC aeq., 26. W, SS et 
leq. , K7 ; ajrivea at WildaraeBB, 
SSatseq.; wounded, 45, 61, frl, 
65 (note), a6, 69 el loq., IT 
{note), ea et seq. . 89, 93 (note), 
10], 101, 1U8; at Hanover Junc- 
tioQ, 12S, Va (note), 185 et 
iBo., lai, 165 et Beq., 174, 180 
et Beq., 189, 353, 37B, -JSa, 3U* 
et Beq., 308 (note), 310, 31T, 
330, 354 et eeq., 360, 371, 375 
etBeq.,3S4et Beq., SQO, 393 Bt 
seq., 39S et Beq. 
LcnW, Colonel, S53, £57, 261 
LoweU, Colonel C. R., 34.^ (note) 
Lyie. OolDDsl, bcigado of, 45, 00, 
374 



McAu.r8TEE, Colonel, E34 
MeAllUtcr, Gleiieral, brigade of, 

33 (note), 43; WDunded, 4» 

(note), S6, 94, 301, et soq., 

313 
MeCandleBB. biigule of, 27 
MeClelian, Oeaeral 1B3 
MoComb, briirads □£ S2S, 363 
HcDougoU, Geuer^ ISl. 368 
UoCJowan. Qenecal, 84, f>4 (note) : 

woonded, 99, el seq., 106, 279 

(note), 380, 3!26, 3SU, et seq., 

355, 367, SyO (note) 
McGregor, battery of, 844, 360 
Mclnc^ 177, 304, 240 
Mockende, General, 833, 338, 843, 

346 et Beq., 353, 354, 374, 375 

(note), 390 et seq. 
UoKeon, brigade of, 183 ot «aq., 

265 (note) 
HcKnight, battery of, 381 
Holdtigblin, General, 3IS 

, ,_._nBi,'35S.'s63 

UePatlm, Surgeon Thamaii A., 
Btatement of killed and wound- 
ed, S3, ftl (nole). 7S (nute), 8U, 
lis et Beq.,I3.'i, IBl, 306 etBeq. 

HoRac, brigade of, 379 (note), if8U, 
336,355, 867 

Macy, Colooel, 365 (note), ZS 

mm, brigade of, 36)i 



Hahone, Qensial, division of, 43, 
64 et Beq., 77 (note), 60, 83 
(note), S8 et Beq., 98, 103, 108, 
133 (note), 179, m, 338, m 
253, 255, m et Beq.. 383, 363 
(note), 269, 371, 376 et aeq.. 
STU (note), 294, BOO, 803, WS 
(note), 815, 871, 375, 384, 386 
et aeq., 380 et seq. 

Maine, regiments of: Fifth, 100; 
Birth, 48; Twentieth, a.'S 

Mar«hail, Colonel E. O., IST, 363, 
393 

Harrton, General, 305 

Martin, brigadB of, 143, 148, 150 
(note), 151, 159, 190 

Martindale, Ooneral, diriiiion of, 
175, 18S et seq., 306 et aeq., 
8:31, ^83 

Maryland, regiment of : First, 118 

MaseaEhuBettB, regiments of : 
Fifth, 308 (note), 373; Twen- 
tieth, 55, 373 ; Twcnty-eigbUi, 
183: Fifty-ninth 218 

Maynadier. battery oi 340 

Mayo, Colonel, 1U3, 343 (note), 
349 (note), 3,50 ot aeq. , 353 

Meade. Colonel, 187 

Meade, Ceneral George G., leoom- 
mends oonaolidatJon of the 
Army ot the Potomaa. 3 ; in- 
Bi^mctioDB to, 5 et aeq.; move- 
ment of, 13, 13 (note), 14, 33 
et Beq., 31, 35, 39 cb seq., 48 
(note), 50 et eeq,, 57 et seq., 
6.5, 07, 09 et esq., 78, 81 ; das- 

Satoh {torn Grant. 89 et seq., 
1 (note), 97, 104, 108, 111, 113, 
114 (note), 119 e* - - "" -* 



; ™, 



3lS 



it Beq., 2i 

q., 354 ot 



. Beq,, 367 et aeq., 

seq., 373, 280,390, 2W, 
394, 396, -iaS et aeq., 303, SOG, 
313 et Beq., 320 et acq., 380, 
333, 336 et aeq.. 366 [note), 358, 
366 et seq., 373 et Bsq., 370 
et aeq., 386. 889, 892, 394 et 
neq., 3U9 (note) 
MeigB. Geocrsl, 345 (note) 
Mendoll, Major, U. 8. Eogineera, 
90, 92, a03 



ui 



uq., 165. 337 ei tea.. 336, 343 
et Hq., 346, 3T0, 3T4 et etq., 
380. 33^ tt seq. , 3S6, ;i1)5 et «ec|. 

Metculf, Captain. 301 et seq. 

MicbigHii, rii^iaeateof: Svconil In- 
luitrr, 1U3: Bixteeath lufon- 

trj. an 

Milw. General, 63. 05. 78 et eeq., 
88, 93, »4, 183, BH et aaq., 
270 et Kq., £05. 313 (note). 
313, 339. all et Kq,, HtU, 367 
et seq., 37^ 388 ct aen. 

Minnewita, regiment of: Fint.303 

Mitcbell, Major, 301 et »eq. 
Montagoo, ColonoL 388 
"oody, \r-~ ' " — " 

of Staff; 31, 40, 3U5 (note) 

Morria, Colonel, 183 

Moiria, GeDeial. brigade of, 30, 
50 : wounded, 7-J (note) 

Mott, General G., diTliian of. 13 
(note), 31etBeq..38,«, M, 47 | 
et seq., 71, 77 et leq., 81, 84, 
Sa et seq., M et aeq , 01, 90 ^t 
aeq., luti, 23,1, ffiiB et eeq., 240, 
953, 869 -• --- '*" -■ — 



Ohio, regiment of: Baoond, 115 

(note) 

Ord, General, conn d£ 240. 2-'iS et 
leq.. ^7 et seq.. Sfil, £74. 3S4 
et aeq.. SUO. 3li9, 323 el aeu.. 
330, -1X1 (note). 334. 362 ot 
aeq., 369, 373, 378, 38S, 367, 
301, 304, 396 et aeq., 399 
(note) 

Oabom. General F. A., 314 et aeq., 
331 

Owen, General, brigade of. 3.% 38, 
41, 93 at eeq., OT, 1»3 et aeq. 

F&IME, General Charles J., divL- 

rion of, ffiS, 309 
Pamonk^ Biter, paaeage of, 100 

Parke, General, 333. 373, 890 et 
tea LWet leq., 316 et acq., 



aaq 3t>3, 367, 378, 38t 
Munforo, G^nerid, 334 et apq., 

340, 343. 344, R49, 353 et eeq., 

SOD et aeq., 377, m. 3U1) 
Murphy, ColoneL biigsde of, 305 

(note), 381, 315 

Kafoleon, Emperor Louie, 7 

Neill, General, lirigade of, 34 ct 
BOO., 38,35, 83, 175 ct seq., 
lis, 185, 231 

New Jecney, regiment of : Third, 
llfi (note) 

New York, regimenta of : Porty- 
thicd, 55 ; Siitj-lirat, asi ; 
SLity-Biitii, 183 ; Sjjty-nintl l, 
315: 8a ventT -third, 33 (note) ; 
Kighty-eigth. 217: One Hun- 
dred and Twelfth, 176; One 
Handred and Sixty-fourth, 
Battery of : Eighth, 



184 
Kortb AnnaRiier, movei 

119 et aeq., 330 
Nugent, brigade of, 366 



Fcgram. General, brigade of. 3T ; 

wounded, ;». !«, US, 163, 105 

(note), 375, 314, ;t44 
Pendleton, General William N., 13 

(note) 
Pennington, brigade of. 335. 351 
PeQnByTYania.iogimontH of; Forty- 
eighth, 36U : One Hundred and 

Forty-eigbth. 317 
Penioee, brigade of, 38, 3S, 66 
PerkiDHon'a miUa. 381 
Perrio. General, brigade of, OS et 

aeq^ 105 
Perry, Colonel, 187 
Perrj, General W. P., wounded, 

46. 40 



Piokett, General, diviii.uu u., u, .. 
(note), 16 (not«l, 130. 133; an 
Hanover Junction, 134 et seq., 
133. 140 et aeq., 150, 169. ITi, 
174 et-eq., SUetaeq., 330et 
Boq.. S88. Sa^ :)36, 338 et scq., 
"■■■ ■ --- 341 et oeq.. 348. 



Fierce. C^cncral, brigade of. 130, 
aaa, 265 (note), :m et aeq. 

FleoBUita, Ootrinel, BSO 

Posmie, bttttory ot, 388, 390 

PoncI, CotoneL SM 

Porter. Ooloael, 184, 366 (note) 

Potter, UeneriJ H. B., diTifJim of, 
14 (note), lil, 86. 46, 73, [03, 
111, 121, 131 et Wiq., 18U, 188, 
SI7 et tea., 33S, 3«l, SA3, 354, 
357, 3S9 et WW., STU, 376. SJBl 
et Hq.. S18, 36(1 

PreBton, Colonel, 18Q 

General, brigade ol 37, 



RuiBom, Genenl Robert, brigade 
of, U'A 144 et eeq., 14a, ia> et 
seq , 157, IhV, 354, 2n0 et seq., 
3-38. 844, K4» et geq.,S84 (note) 

Bapidan Bivei. 3, 18 et ata. 

Rawlim, Geaerivl, «J, 173, 350 



nice, General, brigtule of. 83. 89 
Iticlimond, Vn. T, IST et seq., a6> 

et aeq.. 322, 373 
Bioketts, Oenerol James B,, 1! 

*Qote) 34, 28, 31, »I, LOl, 160 



17^ II 



,343 



Roberts, brigade of, 33S, 344 

RobinBon. Genecil J. C, dirision 
of, m (note), 33. 4.^, 60 et aeq.; 
wounded, 7^ (note), 81 (note} 

Roder, batterjr of, 303 

Bodei. General, 15 et seq. [noteal, 
23 et aeq., 2.1 et seq., 49, 04, Oil, 
TSetaeq., S3, 89, W, Wi. Ifti, 
168, n-J, 179, 188 et seq., 
344 

ILoaaer, cavalry brigade of, 35, 1 36, 
laa, 104 (note), 177, 331 etsaq., 
334. 339, 333. S38, 334. 343, 
344. ;i53, 377, 3ffi, 390, 397 

RasKll, Cuionel Charlea S,, 2C0 
(note) 

Ruaaell, Colonal H. 8., 308 (note) 

Russell. Qonsnl. brigade of. 38; 
division of. 83 et aeq. , 91, a7, 
114, 160ctseu.,lU6, nSetaeq., 
185,244 



8iiLOB'sCBEl!K.37aet «eq., 384 

Saodera. briKade of, £60, 277 

^aaford. Colonel, 330 

Bcsles, brigade of, 34, B8, 103, 3T9 
(note), 281, 38a, 320, 355, 88T 

Sohofleld. General 300 

Seddoo. Hon. J. A., 131 (aote) 

Sedgwiak, Uaior-Generol John, 13, 
■a. 33, 35, 30, 311, .19, «i, 5U, 51 
(note), 54, 57 at seq., es ; killed, 
71, 72 (note) 

Seymour. General, 34. 38, S5, 49, 
51 (note), 381 etaeq. 

Shaler, briduie ot 49 

Sheridan, Major - Oenaral Philip 
H., appointed to Cavalry 
Corps. 13, 18, ai, 86, 39, «, 
51 et aeq., 58 et seq.. 0!^, OA 
et seq.; matructions to Giegg, 
68, TO, 133 et seq., 149, liu 
et seq., 104 et aeq.. 169, 171 et 
seq., 177, 194, 1!KL 301, 330 et 
aeq., 241 et seq., 347 et aeq,, 
8£a et aeq., 281 (note), SffT. 
373, 308, ■■■" - - ■■-- ■ 
343 



et_^aaq., 307, 



;',S' 



JS4 et 



SSS, 3>iS et acq., 391, 3»4, 39d 

Sherman, Geoeral. 309, 316etnH]., 

333,331 
Sickle, General, 326 
Sieel, General, 6, 134 
Sigfried, Colonel 260 
Sniitli, General, brigade of, 334 et 

seq.. 377. 383. SOB 
Smith, General H. L., 15 (note), 

Smith. Geoeral Wm. F.. 187, 139, 
143 et seq., 152 et acq., 157 ct 
aeq., ITO et aeq., ISI et aeq.; 
report of, 135 et acq., 193, SOU, 
206 etaeq., 221 

Smyth, Genenl. brigade of, 33, Td 
et aeq.. 92, 388 

Smyth (Gibbon'a division!, 131, 
270, 298 et aeq., 302, 313 et aeq, 

BnelVs Bridge over the Po River. 
67 et aeq. 75, 113, 133 

South Carolma, regiments of; 
Pirrt, 100; Fourth. 104 (note); 
Fifth, 1H4 (note); BixtD, 
164 (note). 234; Eighteenth, 
256 ; Twentieth, 173 ; Twenty- 
thiiii, -ISO 



J 



I 



Eipeu, Colonel, IBT, !!T3 (General) : 
378, asa 

Spottsylvani* Court House, V*,, 67 



Stanbrd, biigsds ol S5, ^ el seq.i 

kUled, 38, T4. 188 (note) i 

Stannanl, Oeaeral, ItJT, 385 et leq., 

Stannard'H mills, Va. , 120 et aeq. 

St&nDtan, Va.pO 

titeadman, bri|;adeaE. ?T8 | 

Stcdiaan, Colonel, tST 

Stanart, Brigadier-Genera! Osorge | 

H., brigade of, 35, 37, 43, 85 , 

(uoto) : oaptnred, 18, it5, 166, : 

3U8, 844, 3SU 
Steven.burg, Va . 1 
»te>enB, Colonel. 380 
SteTanBHi. General Thomaa G., 14 

(note). IW, Sa. »U, 41 et Hoq., 

TJ ; killed, 87, 80 
Stewart, G. H., la^ [note] 
Stewart, GeaeralJ. H. B 15. S3; 

cavalry force attaokeil, Si, 74, 



Tabd. Colonel, 148 
Taylor, Colonel Walter II., 
(note), 16, 134 et aeq., 

TeleEraph' Road, 130 et seq., 



Tucfcer, Conuoodora, 875 
TnmBr, Gonmil, 137, 147, IM, 2B8, 

S59 et seq,, 3S3, 365, 36M, S»7 
Tylet Gener^ B. O., diriaion of, 

100. Ill et seq., 115 (note), 

18:;, 365 (note) 



of: 



Dbtted STitTEe, rtwimei 
Twenty-Mcond, 308 fnote) 

Upton, Brigsdiet-General, brigade 
of, 28. 3.5, 50, 33 ot aeq.; made 
lirigadier-Baneral,8tt,94 (note), 
106. 17.') 

UpUin, CoioneL brigade of, 38, 83, 
100 

Vauqsv, General. CBTalry brigade 

of, !B (note). 1«4 ei aeq. 
Venable, Colonel. IHS (note), 383 
TirRinia,regiiDGnteof: Tbicteentb, 
ItW ; pmy-seoond, IBS; FifW- 
ninth. 1^ 

WASaWDHTH, General James 8., 
13 (note), 93, S5 et eeq., S4, 
88, 41 et eeq.; mortallj wound- 
ed, 44 

Walker, General H. K, brigade 
of, 30; wonnded, 80, 8il, 103, 
180, 315 (note), 274 et aeq., 

sai. ai« 

WalkEr, General Lindwf , 375 et 



I Walker, 



TetriU, Colonel, IBS 

Terry, brigade of, 74, 96, !42, l.-iO 
(note). XSli et aeq., 13T, 14T, 
164, I5S, 814. a2U, S71, 2a.\ 
2H7, 804, 306, SOU. 328, 343 
(note), 344, 340 (note), 350 et 

Thoma^, Colonel, 36:) 

Thomaa, brigade of, 34, S8, 103 

etseq,. Hi, 33U, 363, 300 
Thompson, Major, 3K5 
Tidball, General, 31H 
Todd's Tavern, SO, 83, 36, 51 et 

Torbert,' General ' A. T. A., 13 
(note): dtviaian of, 18, 3t, 36, 
130, 160, 165 et aeq.. 160 et 
aeq., 177, 331, 383 et seq., 917 

Tatapotamay, tba, 161 et aeq. 

Trevylian Sutjon, Vo., 330 et eeq. 



t aeq,. 



r»l ■^ 



158 et 



_ ... J. A„ laB(note) 

Wallace, Colonel William.63 (oele), 
33.5, S-J&, 344, 840 et aeq., SSi 
(note) 

Wallaoo, General. 343 et Beq. 

Ward, brigade of, 47 

Warner. Captain E. B., 366 
(note) 

Warner, Colonel, regiment o£, 100 

Warren Mttjor-General G. K,, ip- 
IHiiuted bi Dommaud uf Fifth 
i;orpa, 13, 31, 23, 35, 30 et acq., 
86 et aeq., 30, 43 et seq,, hi 
[note]64,57etaeq.,63 05,78, 
81, 80, 91 (note), 100 et seq., 
aeq., 110, 113. 114 (note). 



130 e 



aeq,, 
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233, 227, 247, 253 et seq., 258, 
261, 272 et seq., 290 et seq., 
295 et seq., 801 (note), 302 et 
seq., 307, 310, 312 et seq., 320, 
821 et seq., 827, 829 et seq., 
836 et seq.. 355 et seq., 372 

Washburn, Colonel, 378, 385 

Washington, D. C, 243 et seq. 

Watkins, Colonel, 168 

Webb, General A. S.. brigade of, 
89, 41, 42 (note), 81 ; wounded, 
94, 97, 106, 265 (note), 320 

Weisiger, Colonel, brigade of, 103, 
260, 268, 275 

Weitzel, Greneral, 137, 146 et seq., 
158 et seq., 157, 202, 288 et 
seq., 304 et seq., 309, 328, 372 

Welch, Colonel, 291 

Welles, Colonel, 374 

Werner, artillery of. 282 

West, Colonel, 187, 139 

Wharton, brigade of, 16 (note) 

Wheaton, Greneral, division of, 31, 
91, 97, 314 eb seq.. 382 et seq. 

Whitaker, Captain, 239 et seq. 

White, division of, 274 et seq. 

White Oak Ridge, Va., 325 et seq., 
336, 338, 3^, 342, 345 et seq., 
851 et seq., 854^ 857 et seq., 
860 et seq. 

Whiting, Greneral, 148, 150 et seq., 
155 et seq. 

Whittier, Colonel, 892 et seq., 895, 
899 (note) 

Wickham, brigade of, 184, 234 

Wilcox, General C. M., 15 (note), 
22, 29. 31, 84 et seq., 46, 54 
(note), 88, 96, 99 et seq., 102, 
122, 131 et seq., 179, 198, 2'^ 
et seq., 249, 252, 269, 271, 277, 
279 (note), 280 et seq., 288, 
292, 294, 300, 327, 383 (note), 
863, 898, 865, 369 et seq., 886 

Wilde, General, 139 

Wilderness, the, 10 et seq. ; battle 
of, 23 et seq., 44 (note) 



Willooz, General O. B., 14 (note), 
21, 36, 46 et seq., 72, 102 et 
seq., 180, 187, 218, 223, 252, 
254, 257, 262, 274 et seq., 2S0, 
282, 291 et seq., 818 et seq., 
866, 372 

Willet, brigade of, 802 

Williams, General Seth, 391 et seq. 

WUlis, Colonel, 168 

Wilson, General J. H., 13 (note), 
cavalry of, 18 et seq. , 21 et seq. , 
24, 35 et seq. , 56, 6:^, 67 et seq. ; 
on the North Anna, 133 et 
seq., 160, 164, 170 et seq., 177 
et seq., 180, 188 et seq., 200, 
202 et seq., 214. 235 et seq., 
261 (note), 267, 279 

Winthrop, Greneral Frederick, 330 
et seq., 348, 3.54, 860 

Wisconsin, regplment of: Thirty- 
sixth, 184 

Wise, brigade of, 142 et seq., 148, 
1.50 (note), 151, 159, 197, 207, 
210, 218 (note), 215 etseq., 254 
et seq., 308 (note) et seq., 825 
et seq.. 828, .331 et seq., 354, 
374, 884 (note) 

Wofford. General, brigade of, 43, 
46, 63, 175 

Wright, brigade of, 260 

Wright, General H. G., 13 (note), 
24, 26. 28, 37, 50, 51 (note), 61, 
66; succeeds to command of 
Sixth Con)s, 71, 78, 81, SS et 
seq., 86, 88 et seq., 97 et seq., 
101, 106, 110, 120 et seq., 160, 
166 et seq., 172 et seq., 186, 
200 et seq., 203, 219, 227 et 
seq., 244 et seq., 256, 820 et 
seq., 825, 829, 862 et seq., 365 
et seq., 869, 882 et seq., 387, 
889 

ToRK, Greneral, brigade of, 74, 93 
Young, brigade of, 164 (note), 171, 
177,231 
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